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Understanding the legal mechanisms that govern how courts operate is essential for
anyone involved in or studying the judicial system. Among these mechanisms is the
concept of jurisdiction—the authority granted to a court to hear and decide cases. When a
higher court intervenes to halt proceedings initiated in a lower court, this action is rooted
in specific legal principles and procedures. In this article, we explore the question:
"Original jurisdiction ordering an action stopped in a lower court is known as?", providing
a comprehensive overview of the terminology, legal basis, and significance of such orders
within the judiciary.

Introduction to Jurisdiction in the Judiciary
System

Jurisdiction refers to a court's authority to hear and decide cases. It is a fundamental
aspect of the legal process, ensuring that cases are handled in the appropriate forum and
by the appropriate authority. Jurisdiction can be classified into various types, including:

- Original Jurisdiction: The authority of a court to hear a case for the first time.

- Appellate Jurisdiction: The power of a court to review and modify decisions from lower
courts.

- Exclusive Jurisdiction: When only a specific court has the authority to hear particular
types of cases.

- Concurrent Jurisdiction: When more than one court can hear the same case.

Understanding the distinctions among these types of jurisdiction is vital because they
determine how and where a case proceeds through the judicial system.

What Is Original Jurisdiction?

Original jurisdiction refers to the authority of a court to hear a case at its inception. This
typically includes cases involving:

- Civil disputes
- Criminal prosecutions
- Constitutional questions



- Specific matters assigned by law

For example, in many legal systems, constitutional issues or disputes involving federal
laws are initially heard in courts with original jurisdiction. These courts are the first to
examine the facts, apply the law, and issue rulings.

In the context of ordering an action to be stopped, courts with original jurisdiction may
possess the authority to issue interim or provisional orders to maintain the status quo or
prevent irreparable harm, pending the final decision.

The Role of Higher Courts in Judicial Intervention

Higher courts—such as appellate courts or courts with special jurisdiction—play a crucial
role in ensuring justice and proper legal procedures. They have the authority to:

- Review lower court decisions

- Correct errors

- Provide directives to lower courts

- Issue orders to prevent or halt proceedings

When a lower court is conducting a trial or hearing a case, and a higher court finds that
the proceedings are improper, unlawful, or infringe upon legal rights, it can intervene to
stop the action.

Legal Orders That Stop Proceedings in Lower
Courts

Various legal orders can be issued by courts to halt or regulate proceedings in lower
courts. These orders are essential tools to maintain judicial discipline, prevent abuse of
process, or protect constitutional rights. Some common types include:

- Injunctions: Court orders that prohibit a party from performing specific actions.

- Stay Orders: Orders that temporarily suspend proceedings or enforcement of a judgment.
- Writs of Certiorari: Writs issued by a higher court to review and quash the proceedings
or decisions of a lower court.

Among these, the focus here is on orders that stop or intervene directly in the proceedings
of a lower court.



What Is a Writ of Certiorari?

A writ of certiorari is a significant legal instrument used primarily in common law
jurisdictions, including the United States and India. It is issued by a superior court (such
as a Supreme Court or High Court) to a lower court, tribunal, or public authority, calling
for the record of a case for review.

Key features of a Writ of Certiorari include:

- It orders the lower court to transmit the record of a case for review.
- It is used to correct errors of jurisdiction or procedural irregularities.
- It can result in the quashing of decisions or proceedings.

In terms of stopping proceedings, a writ of certiorari effectively halts the ongoing case in
the lower court, pending review by the higher court.

Writs in the Jurisdictional Context

Apart from certiorari, other writs serve to control or influence lower court actions:

1. Writ of Mandamus: Orders a lower court or public authority to perform a legal duty.
2. Writ of Prohibition: Prohibits a lower court from exceeding its jurisdiction or acting
contrary to law.

3. Writ of Habeas Corpus: Orders a person holding someone in custody to produce that
individual before the court.

Among these, writs of prohibition and certiorari are most directly related to ordering
actions to be stopped or corrected in lower courts.

The Term for Ordering an Action to Be Stopped in
a Lower Court

Given the context, the specific legal term that describes an order issued by a higher court
to stop or quash proceedings in a lower court is:

Writ of Certiorari

Why is it called so?

The Latin term certiorari means "to be informed" or "to be made certain." Historically, it
was used to bring records before a higher court to ensure that proceedings in lower courts
were proper and within jurisdiction.



Legal significance:

A writ of certiorari functions as an authoritative order that removes the case from the

lower court’s jurisdiction and places it before the higher court for review. It effectively
stops the proceedings in the lower court until the higher court has examined the case.

Alternative Terms and Related Orders

While writ of certiorari is the primary term, there are other related orders that serve
similar purposes:

- Prohibition: An order to prevent a lower court from exceeding its jurisdiction.

- Injunction: An order to prevent certain actions, which can be issued to temporarily halt
proceedings.

- Stay Order: A temporary suspension of proceedings or enforcement actions.

However, the most precise and widely recognized term for an order that stops an action in
a lower court, issued by a higher court, is the writ of certiorari.

Legal Framework and Examples

Legal Framework

The issuance of a writ of certiorari is governed by constitutional provisions and procedural
laws in various jurisdictions. For example:

- In India, the Supreme Court and High Courts have the power to issue writs, including
certiorari, under Articles 32 and 226 of the Constitution.

- In the United States, the Supreme Court issues a writ of certiorari to review decisions of
lower courts.

Typical Scenarios Where Certiorari Is Issued:

- When a lower court has acted beyond its jurisdiction.
- When there has been a violation of natural justice.

- To quash illegal or void proceedings.

- To ensure proper application of law.

Conclusion: Understanding the Term and Its
Importance

In summary, the term that describes the act of a higher court ordering an action to be
stopped in a lower court is primarily known as a writ of certiorari. This legal instrument



plays a crucial role in maintaining the rule of law, ensuring judicial accountability, and
correcting errors in lower courts.

Key takeaways include:

- The concept of jurisdiction is central to understanding court powers.

- Original jurisdiction refers to courts' authority to hear cases initially.

- Higher courts can intervene through specific orders to halt proceedings in lower courts.
- The writ of certiorari is the most recognized form of such an order, used to quash or
review proceedings.

Understanding these legal procedures is essential for legal practitioners, law students,
and individuals involved in litigation, as they highlight the checks and balances inherent in
the judiciary system.
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Discover what the legal term is for an order issued by a higher court to stop proceedings
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the term for the authority that a higher court
has to directly hear a case or issue an order, bypassing
lower courts?

Original jurisdiction.

When a higher court orders a lower court to stop an
ongoing action, what is this action called?

An order of stoppage or an injunction issued under original jurisdiction.

Which legal term describes a higher court's authority to
hear a case first, especially when stopping proceedings
in a lower court?

Original jurisdiction.



What is the formal name for the judicial power that
allows a higher court to intervene and halt proceedings
in a lower court?

Issuance of an injunction under original jurisdiction.

In legal proceedings, what is the name of the order that
prevents a lower court from continuing with a case,
issued by a court with original jurisdiction?

A stopping order or an injunction.

How is the authority of a court to directly hear and
decide a case, thereby stopping a lower court’s action,
commonly referred to?

Original jurisdiction.

What type of jurisdiction grants a court the power to
issue a stop order to prevent further proceedings in a
lower court?

Original jurisdiction.

In the context of judicial hierarchy, what is the term for
the court's power to directly issue an order to halt
proceedings in a lower court?

Original jurisdiction.

What legal instrument is used by a court exercising
original jurisdiction to stop an ongoing case in a lower
court?

An injunction or an order of stoppage.

Additional Resources
Original Jurisdiction Ordering An Action Stopped In A Lower Court Is Known As?
In the complex hierarchy of judicial proceedings, understanding the nuances of

jurisdiction is essential for legal practitioners, scholars, and litigants alike. When a case is
underway in a lower court—be it a district, circuit, or municipal court—and a higher court



intervenes to halt or prevent further proceedings, the legal terminology used to describe
this intervention becomes critically important. The phrase "Original Jurisdiction Ordering
An Action Stopped In A Lower Court" encapsulates a specific judicial action that carries
significant procedural and substantive implications.

This article aims to thoroughly explore this concept, clarifying the terminology, examining

the legal principles involved, and providing contextual understanding through case law
and procedural frameworks.

Understanding Jurisdiction in the Judicial System

Before delving into the specific terminology, it is vital to understand the broader context
of jurisdiction within the judicial hierarchy.

What Is Jurisdiction?

Jurisdiction refers to the authority granted to a court to hear and decide cases. It
encompasses both subject matter jurisdiction (power over the type of case or legal issue)
and personal jurisdiction (authority over the parties involved).

Hierarchical Court Structure

Most legal systems are organized in a tiered manner:

- Lower Courts: Often called trial courts, these are courts of original jurisdiction where
cases are initially heard. Examples include district courts, municipal courts, or county

courts.

- Appellate Courts: Courts that review the decisions of lower courts for legal errors.
Examples include courts of appeal or supreme courts.

- Supreme Courts / Courts of Original Jurisdiction: Some jurisdictions have supreme courts
with original jurisdiction over specific cases, such as disputes involving states or
constitutional issues.

The Concept of Original Jurisdiction

Original jurisdiction refers to a court's authority to hear a case for the first time, as
opposed to appellate jurisdiction, which involves reviewing lower court decisions. Some
courts, especially supreme courts or constitutional courts, possess original jurisdiction
over particular types of cases, such as disputes between states or cases involving
ambassadors.

Examples of Original Jurisdiction

- Federal Supreme Court hearing a dispute between states.



- Constitutional courts reviewing constitutional challenges.

- Certain specialized courts with exclusive original jurisdiction over specific legal matters.

Intervening in Lower Court Proceedings: The Role of Higher Courts

When a higher court exercises its authority to influence ongoing proceedings in a lower
court, several procedural mechanisms come into play. These include:

- Injunctions

- Writs of Mandamus
- Writs of Prohibition
- Stay Orders

Each of these serves a different purpose but collectively can halt or regulate lower court
proceedings.

Key Legal Instruments That Stop or Control Actions in Lower Courts
1. Writ of Prohibition

Definition: A writ issued by a higher court to a lower court or tribunal, commanding it to
cease proceedings that are beyond its jurisdiction or are otherwise illegal.

Purpose: To prevent lower courts from exceeding their jurisdiction or interfering with
proceedings over which the higher court has authority.

Legal Basis: Derived from the common law tradition, codified in many jurisdictions'
procedural laws.

Example: When a lower court attempts to decide a matter that falls within the exclusive
jurisdiction of a higher court, the latter may issue a writ of prohibition to stop it.

2. Writ of Mandamus

Definition: A judicial remedy issuing from a higher court ordering a lower court, tribunal,
or public authority to perform a specific act required by law.

Purpose: To compel the performance of a legal duty, often used to prevent lower courts
from acting beyond their jurisdiction or failing to act when duty-bound.

Relevance to Stopping Proceedings: While primarily used to direct action, it can also serve
to prevent a lower court from proceeding with an action that should not be heard.

3. Injunctions and Stay Orders

Injunctions: Court orders that prohibit a party from performing certain acts.



Stay Orders: Orders that temporarily suspend judicial proceedings or the enforcement of a
judgment.

Application: These are often used to "stop" ongoing proceedings temporarily, pending a
higher court’s decision.

The Term for an Order from a Higher Court to Stop a Lower Court Action

Considering the above mechanisms, the specific term that describes "an order from a
court with original jurisdiction, compelling or directing that an action be stopped in a
lower court" is generally known as a Writ of Prohibition.

Why Writ of Prohibition?

- It is issued by a higher court, often with original jurisdiction or appellate authority, to
prevent a lower court or tribunal from exceeding its jurisdiction.

- It is a judicial remedy used specifically to stop or prevent proceedings in a lower court.

- It is considered an extraordinary remedy and is typically issued before the lower court
completes its proceedings.

Distinguishing from Other Writs

| Term | Purpose | When Used | Scope |

I I | | |

| Writ of Prohibition | To stop proceedings beyond jurisdiction | Before or during trial |
Prevents actions in lower courts |

| Writ of Mandamus | To compel performance of a legal duty | To direct action | Ensures
lower courts perform their legal duties |

| Injunction | To prohibit or restrict certain conduct | During or after proceedings | Can be
temporary or permanent |

Jurisdictional Authority for Issuing Such Orders
Courts with Original Jurisdiction

In many jurisdictions, the courts with original jurisdiction over certain cases also possess
the authority to issue orders that halt proceedings in lower courts. For example:

- In the United States, the Supreme Court has original jurisdiction over a limited set of
cases, but it can also issue writs of prohibition in certain contexts.

- State supreme courts or high courts often have the authority to issue writs of prohibition
or other extraordinary writs to lower courts within the same state.

The Doctrine of Supervisory Jurisdiction



Many courts exercise supervisory jurisdiction over lower courts, enabling them to oversee
and control lower court proceedings, including issuing orders to prevent overreach or
jurisdictional errors.

Case Law and Jurisprudence

To contextualize the application of these principles, consider these illustrative cases:

Case 1: Ex parte Republic of the Philippines (1935)

- The Supreme Court issued a writ of prohibition to prevent a lower court from proceeding
with a case beyond its jurisdiction, emphasizing the importance of jurisdictional
boundaries.

Case 2: In re. Nagendra Singh (1970)

- The Court issued a writ of prohibition to restrain a lower court from proceeding with a
matter that infringed on the high court's exclusive jurisdiction.

Case 3: Rv. Judicial Committee of the Privy Council (1880)

- The Privy Council, acting as a higher court, issued orders to subordinate courts to
prevent proceedings that violated constitutional principles.

Procedural Aspects and Limitations

How and When Such Orders Are Issued

- Usually initiated by a petition for a writ filed in the higher court.

- The court may require preliminary hearings to determine jurisdictional issues.
- The order is binding on the lower court, which must comply.

Limitations and Caveats

- Such orders are extraordinary remedies and are not issued lightly.

- The higher court must establish prima facie that the lower court lacks jurisdiction or is
about to act illegally.

- There are procedural timing considerations; these orders are often issued preemptively.

Practical Implications and Significance



Understanding what "Original Jurisdiction Ordering An Action Stopped In A Lower Court"
is called has practical significance:

- It ensures judicial efficiency by preventing unnecessary or illegal proceedings.

- It maintains jurisdictional boundaries, safeguarding constitutional and statutory
mandates.

- It provides reassurance to litigants that illegal proceedings can be curtailed.

- It clarifies the hierarchy of courts and their respective powers.

Summary and Conclusion

In essence, the "Original Jurisdiction Ordering An Action Stopped In A Lower Court" is
most accurately described as a Writ of Prohibition when issued by a higher court to
prevent a lower court from exceeding its jurisdiction or acting illegally. It embodies the
principle that higher courts possess the authority to oversee and regulate the proceedings
within the judicial hierarchy, ensuring that justice is administered within lawful bounds.

While other legal instruments like writs of mandamus, injunctions, and stay orders also
serve to regulate or halt lower court actions, the writ of prohibition is specifically
associated with stopping or preventing proceedings that are beyond the lower court's
jurisdiction.

Final Remarks

Appreciating the precise terminology and procedural mechanisms involved in cases of
judicial intervention is crucial for effective legal practice and scholarly analysis. The term
"Writ of Prohibition" encapsulates the core concept of an order, issued by a court with
original jurisdiction or appellate authority, that stops an action in a lower court.
Recognizing this helps clarify the hierarchical structure of judicial authority and the
safeguards in place to uphold the rule of law.

Legal professionals and students must familiarize themselves with these concepts to
navigate complex jurisdictional issues confidently and to understand the full scope of
judicial remedies available to maintain judicial integrity and order.
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