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the widespread economic and social hardships faced by rural Americans during the Great
Depression. Established as part of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s broader New Deal initiative, the
Farm Security Administration (FSA) aimed to combat rural poverty, improve living conditions, and
promote agricultural development. This article explores the primary objectives of the FSA, its
strategies for achieving them, and its lasting impact on American rural communities.

The Origins and Purpose of the Farm Security
Administration

Context: The Great Depression’s Impact on Rural America
During the 1930s, the United States faced a severe economic downturn that disproportionately
affected farmers and rural populations. Droughts, falling crop prices, and mounting debts led to
widespread homelessness and despair among agricultural workers. Many tenant farmers and
sharecroppers faced eviction, while farm families struggled to meet basic needs.

Creating the FSA: A Response to Rural Crisis
In response to these challenges, the federal government established the Farm Security
Administration in 1937. The primary goal was to provide direct assistance and implement programs
that would stabilize rural communities, reduce farm foreclosures, and promote sustainable
agricultural practices.

The Main Goals of the Farm Security Administration

1. Alleviating Rural Poverty
The FSA sought to lift impoverished farmers out of poverty through various support programs,
including loans and educational initiatives. By improving economic stability, the agency aimed to
foster self-sufficient rural communities.

2. Reducing Homelessness and Displacement
Many farm families had lost their homes due to foreclosures and debt. The FSA worked to prevent
homelessness by providing housing assistance, including loans for constructing or repairing rural
homes, and advocating for policies that would protect tenant farmers.



3. Improving Agricultural Productivity
The agency promoted modern farming techniques and soil conservation to enhance productivity and
sustainability. This included educating farmers about new crop varieties, pest control, and
sustainable land management practices.

4. Promoting Fairness and Equity in Rural America
A significant aim was to address the inequities faced by sharecroppers and tenant farmers, often
marginalized and exploited by larger landowners. The FSA endeavored to improve land tenure rights
and facilitate access to credit and resources for these vulnerable groups.

5. Documenting Rural Life and Building Public Awareness
Beyond direct aid, the FSA played a pivotal role in documenting the hardships and resilience of rural
Americans through photography and storytelling. This helped garner public support for New Deal
policies and highlighted the importance of rural development.

Strategies and Programs Implemented by the FSA

Loan Programs and Financial Assistance
The FSA provided low-interest loans to farmers for purchasing land, constructing homes, and
investing in equipment. These financial tools aimed to stabilize farm operations and prevent
foreclosure.

Resettlement and Community Development Projects
The agency established resettlement communities—planned towns where displaced farm families
could live with access to services and amenities. These communities aimed to foster social stability
and economic self-sufficiency.

Soil Conservation and Sustainable Farming
In collaboration with the Soil Conservation Service, the FSA promoted practices such as crop
rotation, contour plowing, and planting cover crops to combat soil erosion and ensure long-term
agricultural productivity.

Educational and Extension Services
The FSA organized training programs, workshops, and demonstrations to educate farmers about
new techniques and innovations, empowering them to improve their yields and manage resources
effectively.



Photographic Documentation and Public Engagement
One of the most enduring legacies of the FSA was its photography project, led by photographers like
Dorothea Lange and Walker Evans. Their images captured the plight and resilience of rural
Americans, influencing public opinion and policy.

The Impact of the Farm Security Administration

Transforming Rural Communities
The FSA’s efforts contributed to significant improvements in rural living standards, including better
housing, access to healthcare, and educational opportunities. The agency’s programs helped
thousands of families regain stability.

Advancing Agricultural Sustainability
By promoting soil conservation and modern farming techniques, the FSA helped mitigate
environmental degradation and laid the groundwork for more sustainable agricultural practices.

Fostering Social Equity
The agency’s focus on marginalized groups like sharecroppers and tenant farmers helped promote
greater fairness in land access and economic opportunity, although challenges remained.

Influencing Public Perception and Policy
The powerful photographs and stories produced by the FSA raised awareness about rural hardships,
influencing subsequent policies aimed at rural development and poverty alleviation.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Influence on Rural Policy and Development
The FSA’s initiatives set a precedent for federal involvement in rural development, inspiring future
programs aimed at agricultural sustainability, community building, and social justice.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage
The photographs and stories captured by FSA artists remain vital historical documents, offering
insights into American life during the Great Depression and the resilience of rural communities.



Modern-Day Parallels
Contemporary rural development programs still draw inspiration from the FSA’s holistic
approach—combining financial aid, education, environmental stewardship, and cultural
documentation to address rural challenges.

Conclusion
The goal of the New Deal’s Farm Security Administration, created in 1937, was fundamentally about
transforming the plight of rural Americans during one of the most challenging periods in U.S.
history. By addressing poverty, promoting sustainable agriculture, and advocating for social equity,
the FSA played a crucial role in shaping the future of rural development. Its legacy endures through
the programs it launched, the policies it influenced, and the powerful visual documentation that
continues to tell the story of resilience and hope in America's heartland.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary goal of the Farm Security
Administration created in 1937?
The primary goal of the Farm Security Administration was to combat rural poverty by providing
loans, education, and support to tenant farmers and sharecroppers, helping them improve their
living and farming conditions.

How did the FSA aim to improve the lives of rural Americans
during the New Deal era?
The FSA aimed to improve rural Americans' lives by offering affordable credit, promoting better
farming practices, and facilitating the resettlement of struggling farmers to more productive land.

In what ways did the FSA contribute to American photography
and cultural documentation?
The FSA employed prominent photographers like Dorothea Lange and Gordon Parks to capture
images of rural life, which helped raise awareness about rural poverty and influenced public
perception and policy.

What types of programs did the Farm Security Administration
implement to support farmers?
The FSA implemented programs such as low-interest loans, land conservation efforts, and the
Resettlement Administration projects to assist farmers in improving their economic stability.



Why was the establishment of the FSA considered a significant
part of the New Deal?
It was significant because it represented a targeted effort to address rural poverty and inequality,
expanding social safety nets and promoting economic recovery in agricultural regions.

How did the FSA help address the issues faced by tenant
farmers and sharecroppers?
The FSA provided financial assistance, land acquisition, and resettlement programs to help tenant
farmers and sharecroppers gain land ownership and improve their living conditions.

What legacy did the Farm Security Administration leave for
future social welfare and agricultural policies?
The FSA's efforts laid the groundwork for modern rural development programs, emphasizing
government support for vulnerable populations and highlighting the importance of visual
documentation in advocacy.

Additional Resources
The Goal Of The New Deal's Farm Security Administration, Created In 1937, Was To fundamentally
reshape American rural life by addressing the widespread poverty, displacement, and economic
instability that plagued farmers during the Great Depression. Established as part of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s broader New Deal initiative, the Farm Security Administration (FSA) sought
to provide relief, promote sustainable agricultural practices, and foster long-term economic
resilience among the nation’s rural communities. This article explores the multifaceted objectives of
the FSA, its strategies for achieving them, and its enduring impact on American agriculture and
rural development.

---

The Origins of the Farm Security Administration

Historical Context Leading to the FSA’s Creation

By 1937, the United States was still grappling with the devastating effects of the Great Depression.
Rural America, heavily reliant on agriculture, was hit especially hard due to falling crop prices,
severe dust storms, and widespread land degradation. Thousands of farmers faced foreclosure,
eviction, and deepening poverty. The federal government recognized that conventional relief efforts
were insufficient to address these entrenched problems.

In response, the Roosevelt administration established the Farm Security Administration as a
successor to earlier efforts like the Resettlement Administration (RA). While the RA had focused on
relocating impoverished farmers and providing direct aid, the FSA aimed to go further by
emphasizing sustainable development, land conservation, and improving living standards.

---



The Primary Goal of the FSA

To Address Rural Poverty and Improve Living Conditions

The core objective of the Farm Security Administration was to combat rural poverty by improving
living standards and economic opportunities for farmers and rural residents. This was a
comprehensive goal that involved multiple strategies, including direct financial assistance,
educational programs, and infrastructural development.

Broader Vision: Sustainable Agriculture and Community Development

Beyond immediate relief, the FSA aimed to foster long-term sustainability in farming practices and
rural communities. This included promoting soil conservation, modern farming techniques, and
community organization to ensure that rural populations could thrive independently.

---

Key Objectives and Strategies of the Farm Security Administration

1. Providing Financial Assistance and Land Loans

One of the FSA’s primary tools was offering low-interest loans to farmers, sharecroppers, and tenant
farmers. These loans aimed to:

- Help farmers purchase land or improve existing holdings.
- Prevent foreclosure and eviction.
- Enable farmers to invest in better equipment, seeds, and sustainable practices.

2. Promoting Land Conservation and Soil Improvement

Recognizing the environmental challenges faced by farmers, especially in the Dust Bowl era, the
FSA prioritized soil conservation programs. Initiatives included:

- Educating farmers on erosion control.
- Encouraging crop rotation and contour farming.
- Funding projects to restore degraded land.

3. Resettling Displaced and Poor Farmers

The FSA played a significant role in relocating impoverished farmers to more productive land or
better living conditions. This involved:

- Establishing model farms and resettlement communities.
- Assisting farmers in transitioning to more profitable or sustainable agricultural practices.
- Creating cooperative farms and rural housing projects.

4. Providing Education and Technical Assistance

The FSA recognized that empowering farmers through knowledge was crucial. It provided:

- Agricultural extension services.



- Training in modern farming techniques.
- Education on health, sanitation, and rural infrastructure.

5. Supporting Rural Community Development

The FSA also aimed to strengthen rural communities by:

- Building schools, clinics, and roads.
- Supporting cooperatives and organizing farmers' associations.
- Promoting social services tailored to rural needs.

---

Impact of the Farm Security Administration

Photographic Documentation and Public Awareness

One of the most notable legacies of the FSA was its extensive photographic project, led by
photographers like Dorothea Lange, Walker Evans, and Gordon Parks. These images:

- Documented the hardships faced by rural Americans.
- Helped generate public support for New Deal policies.
- Raised awareness about rural poverty and the importance of federal intervention.

Economic and Social Outcomes

While the FSA faced challenges and limitations, its initiatives contributed to:

- Stabilizing rural economies in certain areas.
- Improving living conditions for thousands of farmers.
- Promoting soil conservation and sustainable practices.
- Laying groundwork for future government programs aimed at rural development.

Limitations and Criticisms

Despite its achievements, the FSA faced criticism for:

- Limited scope and funding, which could not reach all needy farmers.
- Resistance from some landowners and local authorities.
- The eventual dissolution of the agency in 1946, which curtailed ongoing support.

---

The Enduring Legacy of the FSA

Influence on Modern Rural Policy

The FSA’s focus on land conservation, community development, and rural welfare laid the
foundation for later programs such as the Farm Bill, rural housing initiatives, and environmental
conservation efforts.



Cultural and Historical Significance

The photographs and stories captured by FSA photographers have become invaluable cultural
artifacts, illustrating the resilience of rural Americans during a tumultuous period.

---

Conclusion: The Lasting Goal of the FSA

The goal of the New Deal's Farm Security Administration, created in 1937, was to alleviate rural
poverty, promote sustainable farming practices, and foster resilient rural communities. Through
financial aid, land conservation, education, and community development, the FSA sought to
transform the bleak landscape of 1930s rural America into a more equitable and sustainable
environment. Its legacy endures in the policies, environmental practices, and cultural memory that
continue to shape American rural life today. The agency exemplified a commitment to social justice
and environmental stewardship, reflecting the broader ideals of the New Deal to build a more
inclusive and sustainable nation.
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