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When it comes to mastering English grammar, understanding how to convert
active sentences into passive voice is an essential skill. This process not
only enriches your language proficiency but also helps in varying sentence
structures for more dynamic and engaging writing. In this article, we will
explore how to transform the sentence "They have to repair the engine of the
car" into its passive voice form. We will also delve into the rules, steps,
and tips for converting active sentences to passive, providing comprehensive
guidance to enhance your grammatical accuracy and writing style.

Understanding Active and Passive Voice

Before we proceed with the conversion, it's crucial to understand what active
and passive voices are and how they function within a sentence.

What Is Active Voice?
Active voice is a grammatical structure where the subject performs the action
expressed by the verb. It emphasizes who is doing the action.

Example:
- They repair the engine of the car.
- The teacher explains the lesson.
- The chef cooks the meal.

What Is Passive Voice?
Passive voice, on the other hand, emphasizes the action being done to the
subject rather than who is performing the action. The focus shifts to the
object of the active sentence, which becomes the subject of the passive
sentence.

Example:
- The engine of the car is repaired by them.
- The lesson is explained by the teacher.
- The meal is cooked by the chef.

Key Difference:
- Active: Subject + Verb + Object
- Passive: Object + Form of "to be" + Past Participle + (Optional) "by" +
Subject



Analyzing the Sentence: "They Have To Repair
The Engine Of The Car"

The active sentence "They have to repair the engine of the car" can be broken
down as follows:

- Subject: They
- Modal verb: Have to (indicating necessity or obligation)
- Main verb: Repair
- Object: The engine of the car

To convert this to passive voice, we need to focus on the object ("the engine
of the car") and rephrase the sentence so that this becomes the subject of
the sentence.

Steps to Convert Active Sentences to Passive
Voice

Transforming sentences from active to passive involves systematic steps:

Identify the object of the active sentence. In our example, it's "the1.
engine of the car."

Move the object to the position of the subject in the passive sentence.2.

Use the appropriate form of the verb "to be" in the same tense as the3.
main verb.

Use the past participle form of the main verb.4.

Include the original subject (agent) with the preposition "by," if5.
necessary.

Let’s apply these steps to our example.

Converting the Sentence: Step-by-Step

Original Sentence:
They have to repair the engine of the car.

Step 1: Identify the object:
the engine of the car

Step 2: Determine the tense of the main verb:
"have to repair" indicates present tense with modal "have to," which
functions similarly to "must" in expressing obligation.

Step 3: Form the passive sentence:



- The object "the engine of the car" becomes the subject.
- The verb phrase "have to repair" is expressed as "is/are/will be" plus the
past participle of "repair."

Note: Modal verbs like "have to" are often replaced with "must" or similar
expressions in passive voice, but the structure can vary.

Step 4: Construct the passive sentence:

- Since "have to" indicates obligation in present tense, the passive form
uses "must be" + past participle.

Result:

The engine of the car must be repaired (by them).

Optional: Including the agent (the original subject):

The engine of the car must be repaired by them.

Final Passive Sentence:
The engine of the car must be repaired by them.

---

Additional Examples and Variations

To deepen your understanding, here are more examples illustrating active-to-
passive transformation with different tenses and structures.

Example 1: Present Simple Tense

Active:
They repair the engine of the car.

Passive:
The engine of the car is repaired by them.

Example 2: Present Continuous Tense

Active:
They are repairing the engine of the car.

Passive:
The engine of the car is being repaired by them.

Example 3: Past Simple Tense

Active:
They repaired the engine of the car.



Passive:
The engine of the car was repaired by them.

Example 4: Future Tense

Active:
They will repair the engine of the car.

Passive:
The engine of the car will be repaired by them.

Example 5: Modal with "Must" (Expressing Obligation)

Active:
They must repair the engine of the car.

Passive:
The engine of the car must be repaired by them.

---

Special Considerations When Converting
Sentences

While converting active sentences to passive voice, keep in mind the
following:

Tense consistency: Always maintain the original tense of the sentence.

Modal verbs: When dealing with modals like "must," "can," "should," or
"might," the passive form involves "be" + the past participle.

Object and subject placement: The object of the active sentence becomes
the subject of the passive sentence.

Agent inclusion: Use "by" + the original subject if the agent is
important or necessary for clarity.

Sentence clarity: Sometimes, passive sentences can become awkward or
less clear; use passive voice judiciously.

---

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Converting sentences to passive voice can sometimes be tricky, especially
with complex tenses or sentences with multiple objects. Here are some common



challenges and solutions:

1. Handling Modal Verbs
- Modal verbs like "have to," "must," or "should" need special attention. The
passive form uses "must be" + past participle.

Example:
Active: They have to repair the engine.
Passive: The engine must be repaired.

2. Tense Agreement
- Ensure the form of "to be" matches the tense of the original verb.

| Tense | Active | Passive |
|---------|------------------------------|------------------------------|
| Present Simple | They repair | The engine is repaired |
| Past Simple | They repaired | The engine was repaired |
| Present Continuous | They are repairing | The engine is being repaired |
| Present Perfect | They have repaired | The engine has been repaired |

3. Sentences with Multiple Objects or Indirect
Objects
- Focus on the direct object for passive transformation.

4. Avoiding Awkward Constructions
- Sometimes, passive sentences can become cumbersome. Use them when clarity
is improved but avoid overuse.

---

Practical Tips for Converting Sentences to
Passive Voice

- Always identify the tense and verb form in the active sentence.
- Determine if the sentence contains modal verbs or auxiliary verbs.
- Change the object into the subject.
- Use the correct form of "to be" aligned with the tense.
- Attach the past participle of the main verb.
- Decide whether to include the agent (original subject) with "by" depending
on context.

---



Summary: Converting "They Have To Repair The
Engine Of The Car"

The active sentence "They have to repair the engine of the car" can be
effectively converted into passive voice as:

"The engine of the car must be repaired by them."

This transformation follows the grammatical rules for modals and tense
consistency, ensuring clarity and correctness.

---

Conclusion

Mastering the art of turning active sentences into passive voice enhances
your writing versatility and grammatical precision. The key steps involve
identifying the object, adjusting verb forms, and maintaining tense
consistency. Whether you are writing formal documents, essays, or engaging in
everyday communication, understanding passive construction allows you to vary
sentence structures and emphasize different parts of your message. Practice
with various sentences, like the example provided, to build confidence and
improve your mastery of English grammar.

Remember: Always consider whether passive voice adds value or clarity to your
writing. Use it thoughtfully to craft compelling and grammatically correct
sentences.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you convert 'They have to repair the engine of
the car' into passive voice?

The engine of the car has to be repaired by them.

What is the passive voice form of 'They have to
repair the engine of the car'?

The engine of the car has to be repaired by them.

Can you give a step-by-step process to turn 'They
have to repair the engine of the car' into passive
voice?

Yes. First, identify the object ('the engine of the car'). Next, move it to
the subject position. Then, use the appropriate form of 'to be' (here, 'has
to be') plus the past participle ('repaired'). Finally, add the original
subject ('by them'). The result is: 'The engine of the car has to be repaired
by them.'



What tense is used in the passive sentence of 'They
have to repair the engine of the car'?

The sentence uses the present simple tense in the passive voice, expressed as
'has to be repaired'.

Is there a difference between converting 'must
repair' and 'have to repair' into passive voice?

Both 'must repair' and 'have to repair' can be converted into passive voice
as 'must be repaired' and 'has to be repaired,' respectively. However, 'must'
is a modal verb expressing necessity, so the passive form maintains the
modal: 'must be repaired.'

Additional Resources
Turn These Sentences Into Passive: They Have To Repair The Engine Of The Car.

Transforming active sentences into passive voice is a fundamental skill in
English grammar, especially useful for emphasizing the action or the
recipient of the action rather than the actor. In this guide, we will explore
how to turn these sentences into passive, focusing on the example sentence:
"They have to repair the engine of the car." Whether you're a student aiming
to improve your writing, a language learner seeking clarity, or a
professional polishing your communication, mastering passive voice
conversions enhances your grammatical versatility.

---

Understanding the Active and Passive Voice

Before diving into the transformation process, it's essential to grasp what
active and passive voices are.

What Is Active Voice?

In active voice, the subject performs the action expressed by the verb. For
example:
- They repair the engine.
- The mechanic fixed the car.

What Is Passive Voice?

In passive voice, the focus shifts to the recipient of the action, often
highlighting the object rather than the subject. It typically involves a form
of the verb "to be" plus the past participle of the main verb. For example:
- The engine is repaired by them.
- The car was fixed by the mechanic.

---

Breaking Down the Sentence

Let's analyze the sentence: "They have to repair the engine of the car."

Components of the Sentence



- Subject: They
- Verb phrase: have to repair
- Object: the engine of the car

Key points to consider:

- The verb "have to repair" indicates an obligation or necessity.
- The main action is "repair."
- The object receiving the action is "the engine of the car."

---

Step-by-Step Guide to Convert to Passive Voice

Transforming this sentence involves a systematic approach, especially because
it contains a modal-like structure ("have to") indicating necessity.

Step 1: Identify the main verb and its object

- Main verb: repair
- Object: the engine of the car

Step 2: Convert the object into the new subject

- "The engine of the car" becomes the new subject of the passive sentence.

Step 3: Determine the correct form of the verb "to be"

- Since the original verb "repair" is in the base form, and the action is in
the present/future context, we need to select the appropriate tense of "to
be."

Step 4: Use the past participle of the main verb

- "repair" becomes "repaired."

Step 5: Incorporate the original subject, if necessary

- The agent ("they") can be included using "by," but it is often omitted if
the agent is unknown or unimportant.

---

Handling Modal-Like Constructions: "Have To"

The phrase "have to" expresses obligation and is similar to modal verbs like
"must" and "should." When converting sentences with such expressions, the
passive form typically involves:

- Using the appropriate tense of "to be" plus the past participle.
- The modal "have to" often becomes "has/have to be" + past participle in the
passive, which can be tricky.

For example:

- Active: They have to repair the engine.
- Passive: The engine has to be repaired by them.

Similarly, in our sentence:



Active: They have to repair the engine of the car.

Passive: The engine of the car has to be repaired by them.

---

Final Passive Sentence Construction

Putting all the pieces together, the passive voice of the sentence:

"They have to repair the engine of the car."

is:

"The engine of the car has to be repaired by them."

---

Variations and Additional Tips

1. Using Different Tenses

Depending on the tense, the form of "to be" and the past participle change:

| Tense | Active Example | Passive Example |
|---------|------------------|------------------|
| Present Simple | They repair the engine. | The engine is repaired by them.
|
| Present Continuous | They are repairing the engine. | The engine is being
repaired by them. |
| Past Simple | They repaired the engine. | The engine was repaired by them.
|
| Future Simple | They will repair the engine. | The engine will be repaired
by them. |

2. When the Subject is Unknown or Not Specified

Sometimes, the doer might be omitted:

- "The engine of the car has to be repaired."

3. Emphasizing the Action or Object

Passive voice shifts focus:

- Active: They have to repair the engine.
- Passive: The engine must be repaired.

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Incorrect verb form: Always ensure the correct form of "to be" matches the
tense.
- Omitting the agent: While often optional, including "by them" clarifies who
performs the action.
- Misplacing the past participle: It's essential to use the correct past
participle of the main verb.



---

Summary: Converting the Sentence Step-by-Step

Here's a quick summary to turn "They have to repair the engine of the car."
into passive voice:

1. Identify the object: "the engine of the car."
2. Make it the subject: "The engine of the car."
3. Determine the correct form of "to be" for the tense and the obligation:
"has to be."
4. Use the past participle of "repair": "repaired."
5. Add the agent (optional): "by them."
6. Construct the sentence: "The engine of the car has to be repaired by
them."

---

Final Thoughts

Mastering the conversion from active to passive voice, especially with
sentences involving modal-like expressions such as "have to," enhances
clarity and flexibility in your writing. Remember that the key is
understanding the grammatical structure and tense considerations. Practice
with various sentences to become more comfortable with this transformation,
and you'll be able to communicate actions effectively from different
perspectives.

---

Practice Exercise

Try converting the following sentences into passive voice:

1. They will complete the project tomorrow.
2. The chef is preparing the meal.
3. The students have completed their assignments.
4. The mechanic had repaired the car before the accident.
5. They are going to build a new bridge.

Answer key:

1. The project will be completed by them tomorrow.
2. The meal is being prepared by the chef.
3. The assignments have been completed by the students.
4. The car had been repaired by the mechanic before the accident.
5. A new bridge is going to be built by them.

---

Turning sentences into passive voice is a valuable grammatical skill that
broadens your expressive capacity. Keep practicing, and you'll find it
becomes an intuitive part of your writing toolkit.
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