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The aftermath of Mexico's independence in 1821 was a period marked by political upheaval,
territorial reorganization, economic challenges, and social transformation. This crucial decade
shaped the future of the nation and set the stage for its development throughout the 19th century.
Understanding the key events and dynamics during these formative years provides valuable insight
into how Mexico transitioned from a colony to an independent republic.

The End of Colonial Rule and the Formal Independence

The Treaty of Cordoba and the Declared Independence

In September 1821, Mexico officially declared its independence from Spain through the signing of
the Treaty of Cérdoba, which recognized the sovereignty of the Mexican Empire. This treaty was
negotiated between Agustin de Iturbide, a royalist-turned-independence leader, and Juan O'Donoju,
the Spanish vicar. It marked the culmination of the Ten Years' War (1810-1821), a protracted
struggle that involved various factions seeking autonomy or complete independence.

The Role of Agustin de Iturbide

Iturbide emerged as a pivotal figure during the independence movement, initially a royalist officer
who switched allegiances. His Plan of Iguala in 1821 called for a constitutional monarchy,
Catholicism as the state religion, and unity among Mexicans regardless of social class. His
leadership was instrumental in uniting different factions, ultimately facilitating independence.

Political Instability and Formation of the First Mexican
Empire

The Rise and Fall of Emperor Agustin I

Following independence, Mexico faced the challenge of establishing a stable government. In 1822,
Agustin de Iturbide proclaimed himself Emperor Agustin I, establishing the First Mexican Empire.
His coronation was a significant event, symbolizing a shift towards monarchy, which was seen by
some as a means to maintain order.

However, his reign was short-lived. Discontent grew due to economic difficulties, political
opposition, and regional rivalries. In 1823, widespread unrest and opposition led to Iturbide’s
abdication and exile. Mexico transitioned from an empire to a republic, marking a critical turning



point.

The Establishment of the First Mexican Republic

After Iturbide’s abdication, Mexico adopted a republican form of government. The Federal
Constitution of 1824 was enacted, establishing Mexico as a federal republic with a division of powers
among executive, legislative, and judicial branches. This constitution aimed to unify the diverse
regions of Mexico and promote democratic governance.

Challenges Faced in the Early Years

Territorial Disputes and Border Conflicts

The new nation faced numerous territorial disputes, particularly with neighboring countries. Key
conflicts included:

e Texas: The region was a part of Coahuila y Tejas, and tensions soon arose due to cultural
differences, immigration policies, and governance issues.

e United States: The northern border was ambiguous, leading to disputes that would later
culminate in the Texas Revolution and the Mexican-American War.

e Central American Provinces: Several provinces, including Yucatan and Central American
territories, sought independence or autonomy, leading to regional instability.

Economic Difficulties

Mexico's economy struggled due to the disruption caused by war, loss of colonial trade privileges,
and internal instability. Agriculture, silver mining, and trade were affected, leading to inflation, debt,
and social unrest.

Social and Regional Divisions

The newly independent Mexico was a diverse society with significant social and regional divisions.
The rural and indigenous populations often felt marginalized, while regional elites sought to
maintain control. These divisions contributed to ongoing unrest and political fragmentation.

Key Figures and Movements in the Early Years



Benito Juarez and Regional Leaders

Benito Juarez, a Zapotec lawyer and politician, emerged as a prominent figure advocating for liberal
reforms and indigenous rights. His influence grew during this period, shaping Mexico’s political
landscape.

Other regional leaders and military figures played roles in consolidating or challenging central
authority, reflecting the fragmented nature of early independent Mexico.

The Role of the Catholic Church

The Catholic Church remained a powerful institution, influencing politics and society. Tensions arose
over the church’s privileges, leading to conflicts between liberal and conservative factions, which
would continue to shape Mexican politics.

International Recognition and Relations

Recognition by Spain and Other Countries

Despite independence, Mexico's recognition by Spain and other nations was gradual. Spain officially
recognized Mexican independence in 1836, with some conflict and hesitation. The United States and
Britain recognized Mexico early on, establishing diplomatic and trade relations.

Impact of External Powers

External powers influenced Mexico’s early years through diplomatic recognition, economic ties, and
occasional intervention. The United States, in particular, viewed Mexico's territory as part of its
sphere of influence, setting the stage for future conflicts.

Conclusion: The Foundations of Modern Mexico

The first few years after Mexico's independence in 1821 were characterized by intense efforts to
establish a stable government, navigate regional and international challenges, and forge a national
identity. The brief monarchy under Agustin I was replaced by a republican framework, but political
instability persisted. Territorial disputes, economic hardships, and social divisions continued to
shape the country's development.

Despite these challenges, this period laid the groundwork for Mexico's future political evolution. The
adoption of the Federal Constitution of 1824, the rise of prominent leaders like Benito Juarez, and
the ongoing struggle to unify diverse regions contributed to shaping the modern Mexican state.

Understanding these early years is essential to grasp the complexity of Mexico's journey to
nationhood, highlighting the resilience and determination of its people to forge an independent
identity amidst adversity. As Mexico moved forward, the lessons from this turbulent yet foundational



decade continued to influence its political, social, and economic trajectory for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What political challenges did Mexico face immediately after
gaining independence in 18217

After independence, Mexico struggled with establishing a stable government, leading to regional
conflicts, power struggles among various factions, and the eventual fall of the First Mexican Empire,
paving the way for a republic.

How did the economy of Mexico change in the years following
independence?

Mexico's economy faced significant challenges, including loss of Spanish trade privileges, internal
instability, and debt, which hindered economic growth and led to efforts to stabilize the economy
through land reforms and new trade policies.

What role did regional conflicts play in Mexico’s early post-
independence years?

Regional conflicts, such as rebellions in Texas and Yucatan, as well as disputes between centralists
and federalists, created ongoing instability that affected nation-building efforts and delayed political
consolidation.

How did the leadership of Agustin de Iturbide influence
Mexico’s early years after independence?

Agustin de Iturbide, who declared himself Emperor Agustin I, initially led Mexico to independence
but his reign was short-lived due to political unrest and opposition, leading to his abdication and the
establishment of a republic.

What was the significance of the 1824 Mexican Constitution in
the early years after independence?

The 1824 Constitution established Mexico as a federal republic, defining the structure of
government, protecting individual rights, and laying the foundation for Mexico’s political system,
helping to unify the diverse regions of the country.

How did foreign relations evolve for Mexico in the first few
years after independence?

Mexico sought recognition and support from other nations, notably the United States and European
countries, while also facing disputes over territories like Texas and conflicts with Spain over claims



and debts, shaping its foreign policy in this period.

Additional Resources
What Happened In The First Few Years After Mexico Won Its Independence In 18217

The triumph of Mexican independence in 1821 marked a pivotal turning point in the nation's history.
However, the immediate aftermath was characterized by a complex web of political upheaval, social
transformation, economic challenges, and regional tensions. Understanding what transpired during
these early years provides crucial insights into the foundations of modern Mexico and the struggles
faced in establishing a stable nation-state.

The End of the War of Independence and the
Establishment of Mexican Sovereignty

The Treaty of Cordoba and the Recognition of Independence

- The Treaty of Cérdoba (August 1821):

Signed on August 24, 1821, this treaty marked the formal acknowledgment of Mexico's
independence from Spain. It was negotiated between Agustin de Iturbide, who represented the
insurgent forces, and the Spanish authorities.

- Key Provisions:

- Recognition of Mexico as an independent constitutional monarchy.

- Agreement that the Catholic Church would retain its privileges, including land and influence.
- Iturbide’s Plan of Iguala's principles: union of all social classes, independence, and the
maintenance of the Catholic faith.

- Aftermath:
- The treaty was ratified, and Mexico declared itself independent, but the new nation faced
immediate internal challenges regarding governance and territorial integrity.

The Proclamation of the Mexican Empire

- Agustin de Iturbide as Emperor:

- In 1822, Iturbide was proclaimed Emperor Agustin I, aiming to create a constitutional monarchy.
- His reign was short-lived due to political disagreements, regional conflicts, and opposition from
republicans and liberals.

- Challenges to Monarchy:
- Many factions favored a republic rather than monarchy.



- The empire faced opposition from those who believed a constitutional republic was more suitable
for Mexico's diverse population.

Political Turmoil and the Transition to a Republic

The Fall of Emperor Agustin I

- Revolts and Opposition:
- Discontent grew among military leaders, regional governors, and political factions.
- Key figures like Vicente Guerrero, Guadalupe Victoria, and Santa Anna opposed the monarchy.

- Abdication and Exile:

- In 1823, facing widespread unrest and loss of support, [turbide abdicated and was forced into exile
in 1824.

The Establishment of the First Mexican Republic

- Constitution of 1824:

- Adopted on October 4, 1824, it established Mexico as a federal republic modeled after the U.S.
system.

- Features included:

- A division of powers among executive, legislative, and judiciary.

- Federal states with significant autonomy.

- Recognition of individual rights and freedoms.

- Early Presidents and Political Instability:

- Guadalupe Victoria became the first president (1824-1829).

- The period was marked by frequent coups, regional conflicts, and ideological divisions between
federalists and centralists.

The Role of Regional Caudillos and Conflicts

- Caudillos:

- Military strongmen like Santa Anna rose to power, often acting as regional rulers with considerable
autonomy.

- Their influence created a fragmented political landscape.

- Recurrent Conflicts:
- The country faced multiple rebellions and uprisings, including the revolt of the Yucatan Peninsula
and conflicts with indigenous groups.



Economic and Social Challenges in the Early Years

Economic Fragmentation and Struggles

- Collapse of Colonial Economy:
- The disintegration of colonial trade networks led to economic instability.
- The economy was predominantly agrarian with limited industrial development.

- Land Disputes and Distribution:
- The redistribution of church lands and the abolition of colonial privileges created social tensions.
- Many land grants remained contested, fueling regional conflicts.

- Currency and Financial Instability:
- Mexico lacked a stable currency, leading to inflation and economic uncertainty.

Social Rifts and Class Divisions

- Indigenous and Mestizo Populations:
- Social hierarchies persisted, with indigenous and mestizo populations often marginalized.
- Efforts at social reform were inconsistent and limited.

- Clergy and Church Influence:
- The Catholic Church remained a powerful institution, wielding influence over education, land, and
social life.

Regional and Foreign Influences

Regional Tensions and Power Struggles

- Yucatan and Other Regions:

- Some regions, like Yucatan, sought greater autonomy or independence, leading to regional
conflicts.

- The federal government struggled to assert control over distant territories.

- Borderland issues:
- Tensions along the northern and southern borders persisted, with some territories like Texas
experiencing unrest.



Foreign Relations and External Threats

- Recognition by Other Nations:

- Although Mexico declared independence in 1821, full recognition by Spain and other powers was
gradual.

- The United States and European nations began establishing diplomatic and trade relations.

- Threats from Empires and Neighboring Countries:
- France and Britain maintained interests in the region, occasionally intervening or exerting
influence.

The Legacy of the Early Years (1821-1830)

- Foundation of Political Instability:
- The rapid succession of governments, coups, and civil wars set a precedent of political volatility.

- Birth of Mexican National Identity:
- Despite turmoil, the early years laid the groundwork for a unified national identity rooted in
independence and sovereignty.

- Challenges to Modern State Formation:
- The period revealed the difficulties in transitioning from colonial rule to a cohesive nation-state,
including governance, economic stability, and social cohesion.

Conclusion

The first few years after Mexico's independence in 1821 were marked by a tumultuous struggle to
define the nation's identity, governance, and territorial integrity. The initial triumph of
independence was quickly overshadowed by political experimentation—shifting from empire to
republic—and internal conflicts that reflected regional, social, and ideological divisions. Economic
instability and social disparities compounded these issues, creating a fragile foundation for future
development.

Despite the chaos, these formative years were crucial in shaping Mexico's political landscape and
national consciousness. They underscored the importance of establishing a stable government,
respecting regional differences, and balancing external influences. The lessons learned during this
turbulent period influenced subsequent efforts at nation-building, leading to the complex, vibrant
country Mexico is today.

Understanding this initial phase highlights the resilience of the Mexican people and the enduring
struggle to forge a unified, independent nation out of diverse regional, social, and political realities.
The years immediately following 1821 were undeniably challenging, but they also set the stage for



Mexico's ongoing journey toward stability and growth.
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