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Congress plays a pivotal role in the United States government, serving as the legislative branch
responsible for making laws, overseeing the federal government, and representing the interests of
citizens. Often referred to as the "Legislature” or simply the "U.S. Congress," this body is fundamental
to the functioning of American democracy. Understanding its main responsibilities and what it is
commonly called helps citizens grasp how laws are crafted, amended, and enacted to shape the

nation’s policies and priorities.

Understanding Congress: The Legislative Branch of the U.S.

Government

Congress is the cornerstone of the legislative process in the United States. As the legislative branch, it
is tasked with creating laws that govern the country, overseeing the executive branch, and balancing
the powers among the government’s branches. Its responsibilities extend beyond lawmaking to include

budget approval, investigations, and representing the American people’s interests.



What Are The Main Roles and Responsibilities of Congress?

The responsibilities of Congress are broad and multifaceted. They can be summarized into key
functions that collectively ensure the proper functioning of the federal government and the protection of

citizens’ rights.

1. Lawmaking

The primary role of Congress is to create, amend, and pass laws that address national issues. This

involves:

- Drafting Bills: Members of Congress propose ideas for new laws or amendments.

- Debating Legislation: Congress discusses the merits and implications of proposed laws.

- Voting: Passing bills into law requires approval by both the House of Representatives and the
Senate.

- Enacting Laws: Once approved, bills are signed by the President to become statutes.

2. Representation of Citizens

Congress members serve as representatives of their constituents, bringing the concerns and needs of

their districts or states to the federal level. This includes:

- Advocating for local interests.
- Participating in committees that focus on specific issues.

- Listening to constituents’ feedback and concerns.



3. Oversight and Investigation

Congress monitors the executive branch and other federal agencies to ensure laws are implemented

correctly and efficiently. This involves:
- Holding hearings and investigations.

- Reviewing government programs and expenditures.

- Ensuring accountability and transparency.

4. Budget and Spending Authority

Congress controls federal spending and taxation, which is essential for funding government operations.

This responsibility includes:
- Approving the annual federal budget.

- Levying taxes and tariffs.

- Monitoring government expenditures to prevent misuse of funds.

5. Advice and Consent

The Senate has the authority to approve or reject presidential appointments and treaties. This

includes:

- Confirming Cabinet Members, federal judges, and ambassadors.

- Ratifying international treaties negotiated by the President.



6. Declaring War and National Defense

While the President is the Commander-in-Chief, Congress holds the constitutional power to declare

war and provide for national defense through legislation.

The Bicameral Structure of Congress: House and Senate

Congress is divided into two chambers, each with distinct roles and responsibilities, working together

to fulfill the legislative mission.

1. The House of Representatives

- Composed of 435 members apportioned based on state populations.
- Serves two-year terms.
- Primarily responsible for initiating revenue bills and representing the people directly.

- More responsive to local issues due to shorter terms.

2. The Senate

- Composed of 100 Senators, two from each state.
- Serves six-year terms.
- Responsible for confirming presidential appointments and ratifying treaties.

- Acts as a more deliberative body, providing stability and long-term perspectives.



What Are These Also Known As?

The United States Congress is commonly referred to by several names, each emphasizing different

aspects of its role.

1. The Legislature

This term highlights Congress's primary function of creating and enacting laws. As the legislative body,

it is responsible for passing legislation vital to national governance.

2. The Lawmakers

This nickname underscores the role members play in shaping the legal framework of the country

through bill proposals and voting.

3. The U.S. Congress

The official designation, emphasizing its status as the national legislative institution comprising two

chambers.

4. The Capitol Hill

Often used colloquially, this refers to the physical location of Congress in Washington, D.C., but is also

used metaphorically to mean the legislative body.



5. The Legislative Branch

Part of the three branches of government—executive, legislative, and judicial—this term emphasizes

Congress's role within the broader system of government.

The Significance of Congress’s Responsibilities

Understanding the responsibilities of Congress is crucial because they directly influence the
governance and direction of the nation. Their legislative actions impact everything from economic

policies and social programs to national security and international relations.

Checks and Balances

Congress’s powers serve as a check on the executive and judicial branches, ensuring that no single

branch becomes too powerful. For example:
- Approving budgets limits executive spending.

- Confirming appointments checks presidential influence.

- Impeachment proceedings serve as a check on presidential misconduct.

Democratic Representation

Congress ensures that diverse perspectives are considered in governance, representing different

states, regions, and populations, which fosters a more inclusive democracy.



Policy Development and National Direction

Through its lawmaking responsibilities, Congress helps set the national agenda, address emerging

issues, and adapt to societal changes.

Conclusion: The Essential Role of Congress in U.S. Governance

The main role and responsibilities of Congress revolve around creating laws, representing citizens,
overseeing the executive, managing budgets, and shaping national policy. These functions are
fundamental to maintaining the checks and balances that uphold American democracy. Whether called
the Legislature, the Lawmakers, or simply Congress, this body acts as the backbone of the United
States government, ensuring that the nation’s laws and policies reflect the will of the people and the

needs of the country.

By understanding what Congress does and the significance of its responsibilities, citizens can better
appreciate the importance of active civic engagement and informed voting, strengthening the

democratic process for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main role or responsibility of Congress in the United
States government?

The main role of Congress is to create, amend, and pass legislation, representing the interests of the

citizens and making laws that govern the country.



What are the two chambers of Congress called?

The two chambers of Congress are called the House of Representatives and the Senate.

Why is Congress also known as the legislative branch?

Congress is called the legislative branch because its primary responsibility is to make and pass laws,

which is the legislative function of government.

What is the primary responsibility of Congress in the federal
government?

Its primary responsibility is to craft and pass legislation, oversee the executive branch, approve

budgets, and represent the interests of their constituents.

How do the roles of the House of Representatives and Senate differ
within Congress?

The House of Representatives primarily focuses on representing the population and initiating revenue

bills, while the Senate represents entire states and confirms presidential appointments.

What other names are used to refer to Congress?

Congress is also known as the United States Congress, the legislative body, or simply the Congress of

the United States.

What is the significance of Congress in the system of checks and
balances?

Congress plays a vital role in checking the powers of the executive and judicial branches by passing

laws, approving budgets, and overseeing government actions.



Additional Resources
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When exploring the structure of the United States government, one of the most fundamental questions
often asked is: What is the main role or responsibility of Congress? Understanding this is crucial
because Congress serves as the legislative branch—the institution responsible for making laws,
shaping policy, and representing the interests of the American people. These responsibilities are
central to the functioning of the federal government and influence nearly every aspect of daily life in
the United States. Moreover, Congress is also known as the Legislature or Congressional Branch, and

understanding these terms helps clarify its role within the broader system of government.

The Core Role of Congress

At its core, Congress is tasked with creating, amending, and passing legislation that governs the
country. This legislative function involves a complex process of drafting bills, debating their merits, and
ultimately voting to determine whether they become laws. But the responsibilities of Congress extend
far beyond lawmaking—they also include oversight of the executive branch, approval of budgets, and

representing the interests of constituents.

The Main Responsibilities of Congress

1. Lawmaking

The primary responsibility of Congress is to draft, debate, and pass laws that address national issues.

These laws can cover a broad spectrum of topics, including economic policy, defense, education,

healthcare, civil rights, and more.



- Bill Introduction: Members of Congress can introduce bills related to various issues.

- Committee Review: Bills are assigned to specialized committees for detailed examination.

- Debate & Amendments: Congress debates the bill, often proposing changes or amendments.
- Voting: Both chambers (House of Representatives and Senate) vote on the bill.

- Presidential Approval: If approved, the bill is sent to the President for signing into law or veto.

2. Representation

Congress members serve as representatives of their constituents—people from their districts or states.

Their role is to advocate for the needs and interests of their constituents at the federal level.

- Voice of the People: They act as a bridge between the public and the government.

- Casework & Services: They assist constituents with federal agencies and issues.

- Local Interests: They ensure local concerns are addressed in national legislation.

3. Oversight and Checks & Balances

Congress has the authority to monitor and oversee the executive branch and other federal agencies to

ensure laws are properly implemented.

- Hearings & Investigations: Conduct hearings to scrutinize government actions or misconduct.

- Budget Control: Approve government funding and allocations.

- Impeachment Power: The House of Representatives can impeach federal officials, including the

President, for misconduct, while the Senate conducts impeachment trials.

4. Budget and Appropriations

Congress holds the power of the purse, meaning it approves federal budgets and expenditures.

- Taxation: Determines revenue through taxation laws.

- Spending Bills: Approves budgets for federal programs and departments.



- Economic Policy: Influences economic stability and growth through fiscal decisions.

5. Declaring War and National Defense

While the President is the Commander-in-Chief, Congress has the constitutional authority to declare

war and fund the military.

- War Powers: Congress authorizes military actions and ensures civilian control over the armed forces.

- Military Funding: Approves budgets for defense and security.

What Are These Responsibilities Also Known As?

The responsibilities of Congress are often summarized under specific roles or titles. These include:
- Legislative Function: The core act of making laws.

- Representation Role: Acting on behalf of constituents.

- Oversight Function: Monitoring the executive and other branches.

- Budgetary Authority: Controlling government spending.

- War Powers: Authority to declare war.

Together, these roles form the foundation of Congress's identity within the U.S. government.

How Does Congress Fulfill Its Main Role?

The Process of Lawmaking

Understanding the lawmaking process illustrates how Congress executes its primary responsibility:



1. Proposal: A bill is introduced by a member of Congress.

. Referral to Committee: The bill is sent to relevant committees for review.

. Committee Action: Committees hold hearings, amend, and vote on the bill.
. Floor Debate: The bill is debated on the floor of the House or Senate.

. Voting: Members vote to pass or reject the bill.
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. Conference Committee: If both chambers pass different versions, a conference committee
reconciles differences.

7. Presidential Action: The final bill is sent to the President for signing into law or veto.

This process ensures thorough scrutiny and democratic participation in lawmaking.

The Role of Congress in Checks and Balances

As one of three branches of government, Congress plays a vital role in the system of checks and

balances, intended to prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful.

- Confirmations: The Senate confirms presidential appointments, such as judges and cabinet members.
- Treaty Ratification: The Senate ratifies international treaties negotiated by the President.
- Impeachment: The House impeaches, and the Senate conducts impeachment trials.

- Legislation Oversight: Congress can investigate executive actions and enforce compliance.

The Significance of Congress as the Legislative Branch

Congress's responsibilities are fundamental to the functioning of American democracy. Its power to
create laws, check other branches, and represent diverse interests ensures a balanced and

accountable government.



In summary:

- The main role of Congress is to legislate, or make laws.
- It also represents the people, oversees the government, and controls federal spending.
- These responsibilities are also known as the legislative function, oversight, budget authority, and war

powers.

Conclusion

The main role/responsibility of Congress is to serve as the legislative body that crafts the laws that
govern the United States. It acts not only as the lawmaker but also as a representative of the people,
a watchdog over the executive, and a key player in national security and fiscal policy. These
responsibilities are collectively known as the legislative function, and they form the backbone of the
American system of government, ensuring that the voice of the people is heard, government actions

are scrutinized, and the nation’s laws are kept up to date with the needs of society.

Understanding what Congress does—and what these responsibilities are called—helps citizens

appreciate the importance of this institution in maintaining a balanced, functioning democracy.
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