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In William Faulkner’s short story "Barn Burning," themes of loyalty,
morality, and social class are intricately woven into the narrative. A
pivotal moment arises when the protagonist, Sartoris "Sarty" Snopes, faces a
moral dilemma involving his father, Abner Snopes, and a ruined rug. The
question of what price the De Spains required for the damaged rug reflects
the deeper conflicts and societal tensions depicted in the story. This
article explores the circumstances surrounding the ruined rug, the De Spains'
demands, and the broader implications of this transaction within the
narrative’s context.

Understanding the Context of "Barn Burning"

Before delving into the specifics of the De Spains’ demands, it’s essential
to grasp the background of Faulkner’s "Barn Burning." The story is set in the
post-Civil War South, highlighting issues of social hierarchy, loyalty to
family, and moral integrity. Sarty, a young boy, is torn between his loyalty
to his family-particularly his father, Abner Snopes—and his developing sense
of morality.

Abner Snopes is characterized by his defiance of social norms and his
tendency toward destructive behavior, including arson. His actions often
involve burning barns and property belonging to those he perceives as enemies
or social inferiors. The narrative’s focus on a specific incident involving a
ruined rug at the De Spains' estate illuminates these themes and showcases
the complex dynamics of justice, dignity, and economic hardship.

The Incident: The Ruined Rug and Its
Significance
The central event involving the De Spains’ rug occurs when Abner Snopes,

during a confrontation, damages or destroys a valuable household item—the
rug. The reasons for this damage are rooted in Abner’s disdain for the social



standing of the De Spains, as well as his tendency to act impulsively when
challenged.

Details of the Incident

e The De Spains are depicted as a wealthy, aristocratic family,
symbolizing the social elite.

e Abner, feeling insulted or disrespected, reacts impulsively, leading to
the rug being soiled, torn, or otherwise ruined.

e The act of damaging the rug is symbolic of Abner’s rebellion against
social hierarchy and authority.

This incident is not merely about property damage but also about challenging
social norms and asserting defiance, which aligns with Abner’s character
throughout the story.

The De Spains’ Demands: What Price Did They
Require?

Following the damage to their property, the De Spains seek restitution.
Understanding the precise demands they made reveals insights into the
economic and social tensions at play.

Financial Compensation for the Ruined Rug

1. The De Spains demand monetary compensation equivalent to the value of
the rug.

2. This amount is reflective of the rug’s worth, which signifies status and
wealth.

3. The specific sum demanded is not explicitly stated in the story but is
implied to be substantial, considering the De Spains’ social standing.



The Social Implications of the Demand

e The demand for compensation is also a demand for respect and
acknowledgment of social hierarchy.

e It underscores the importance of material possessions as symbols of
status.

e The De Spains’ insistence on payment signifies their assertion of
dignity and authority.

In the narrative, Faulkner hints that the De Spains’ demand is not merely
about the value of the rug but also about maintaining their social prestige.

What Was the Actual Price Required?

While the story does not specify an exact monetary figure demanded by the De
Spains for the ruined rug, literary analysis and contextual clues provide a
reasonable understanding.

Implications of the Demand

e The De Spains likely demanded a sum that matched or exceeded the rug’s
market value.

e Given the setting and the description of the estate, the value could
have ranged from a few hundred to several hundred dollars in early 20th-

century terms.

e The precise amount remains unspecified, emphasizing the story’s focus on
social dynamics rather than monetary details.

Symbolic Significance of the Price

1. The demand represents more than money; it symbolizes a challenge to
Abner Snopes’s defiance.

2. The amount, or lack thereof, underscores the tension between material
restitution and social respect.



3. Faulkner leaves the exact figure ambiguous, allowing readers to
interpret the stakes involved-ranging from economic hardship to social
dignity.

The Broader Themes Reflected in the Price
Demands

The interaction over the ruined rug encapsulates several core themes in "Barn
Burning," including:

Class Conflict and Social Hierarchy

e The De Spains’ insistence on compensation underscores the importance of
social status and respect.

e Abner’s reaction reflects his disdain for social class distinctions and
his rejection of societal norms.

Morality and Loyalty

e Sarty’'s internal conflict over whether to uphold his family’s honor or
do what is morally right is heightened during this incident.

e The demand for a price exposes the tension between personal morality and
familial loyalty.

Economic Hardship and Poverty

e The story'’s setting suggests economic struggles, which influence the
characters’ actions and perceptions.

e The cost of the rug and what is demanded for its repair or replacement
highlight the economic realities faced by the characters.



Conclusion: The Significance of the Price in
"Barn Burning"

Although William Faulkner does not specify a precise monetary figure that the
De Spains required for the ruined rug, the narrative’s subtle cues and
contextual clues reveal that the demand was significant—symbolically and
materially. It represented not just the value of a household item but also a
challenge to social dignity, authority, and morality.

The incident exemplifies the complex interplay between economic hardship,
social class, and personal morality that Faulkner explores throughout "Barn
Burning." The price—the demand for compensation—serves as a catalyst for the
story’s tension and ultimately underscores the profound themes of loyalty,
justice, and social hierarchy that resonate throughout the narrative.

Understanding what price the De Spains required for the ruined rug allows
readers to appreciate the story’s deeper commentary on the societal forces
shaping the characters’ lives. It also emphasizes how material possessions
and social standing are intertwined in the fabric of Southern society
depicted in Faulkner’'s work, making this incident a microcosm of the larger
themes at play.

Meta Note:

This comprehensive exploration provides a detailed analysis of the demand
made by the De Spains for the ruined rug in "Barn Burning." While the exact
monetary figure remains unspecified, the contextual and thematic analysis
offers a thorough understanding of its significance within the story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the price that the De Spains demanded for
the ruined rug in "Barn Burning"?

The De Spains demanded that Sarty's family pay a large sum of money, but the
exact amount is not explicitly specified in the story.

Why did the De Spains require a payment for the
ruined rug in "Barn Burning"?

They required compensation to cover the damage to their property, as part of
their attempt to uphold their authority and restore their honor.



How does the demand for payment reflect the themes
of class and justice in "Barn Burning"?

The demand highlights the social tensions and the rigid class distinctions,
emphasizing the importance placed on property and the failure of formal
justice over personal morality.

Was the amount demanded by the De Spains considered
fair or excessive in "Barn Burning"?

The story suggests that the demand was excessive and unjust, reflecting the
unfairness and cruelty of the social hierarchy that the characters navigate.

How does the conflict over the ruined rug and the
price demanded drive the story in "Barn Burning"?

The demand for payment intensifies the tension between the families, leading
Sarty to confront issues of loyalty, justice, and morality, which are central
to the story's climax.

What does the unresolved nature of the payment in
"Barn Burning" symbolize?

It symbolizes the ongoing cycle of injustice and the moral dilemmas faced by
the characters, highlighting the themes of loyalty, justice, and moral
awakening.

Additional Resources

De Spains Price for the Ruined Rug in “Barn Burning”: An In-Depth Exploration

Understanding the nuances of the story “Barn Burning” by William Faulkner
involves more than just its plot and characters; it also invites an
exploration into the symbolic and thematic elements that underpin the
narrative. One particularly intriguing aspect is the reference to De Spains’
price for the ruined rug, a detail that sparks curiosity and invites
interpretation. In this article, we will delve into the significance of this
detail, examining what price was required, its context within the story, and
its broader implications.

Introduction: The Significance of the Rug and



Its Ruin

In “Barn Burning,” a story centered on themes of loyalty, morality, and
social class, the motif of the rug serves as a potent symbol. The ruined rug,
which appears early in the story, is not merely a damaged household item but
an emblem of loss, shame, and the fragile veneer of respectability.

The Rug as a Symbol

The rug in the story represents the family’s dignity and social standing.
When it is stained or ruined, it signifies a breach — either literal or
metaphorical — in the family's reputation. The act of someone damaging the
rug triggers a series of events that reveal the underlying tensions and
conflicts within the family, especially between the protagonist, Sarty, and
his father, Abner.

The Context of Its Ruin

The rug’s ruin occurs during a pivotal scene where Abner Snopes, the
patriarch, is involved in a confrontation with a landowner. The damage to the
rug is not accidental; it is an act of defiance or rebellion, symbolizing
Abner’s disdain for authority and societal expectations.

The Mention of De Spains’ Price: What Is It?

Within the narrative, there is a reference to De Spains’ price for the ruined
rug, a phrase that has sparked much interpretative debate among literary
scholars and readers alike.

Historical and Literary Context

De Spains was a known merchant or trader in the story’s setting, likely
involved in the sale or repair of household items, including rugs. The
mention of a price indicates a transactional element—what must be paid to
repair, replace, or settle the damage caused to the rug.

The Specific Price

The story subtly hints at a monetary figure associated with De Spains’
valuation of the ruined rug. While the exact amount is not explicitly
detailed in the text, critical analysis and contextual clues suggest that the
price was significant enough to be a point of contention.

In some interpretations, the “price” can be seen as symbolic, representing
the cost of shame, dishonor, or social consequences rather than purely
monetary value.



Analyzing the Price: Was It Monetary or
Symbolic?

The question “What price did the De Spains require for the ruined rug?” can
be approached from multiple angles:

1. A Literal Monetary Payment

If taken at face value, the price requested by De Spains was a specific sum
of money. This sum would reflect:

- Market value of the rug: Based on its material, craftsmanship, and
condition before being ruined.

- Cost of repair or replacement: The expense involved in restoring the rug or
purchasing a new one.

- Additional fees or penalties: Possibly including a surcharge for the damage
or inconvenience caused.

Implication:
A monetary figure would represent tangible restitution, emphasizing the
transactional nature of property and social standing.

2. A Symbolic or Moral Price
Alternatively, the “price” could symbolize something deeper:

- Social standing or reputation: The damage might require the family to pay
in terms of social capital, honor, or respect within their community.

- Moral compensation: Reflecting the need to atone for the act of
destruction, whether intentional or accidental.

- Psychological cost: The internal guilt or shame associated with the act and
its repercussions.

Implication:

This perspective aligns with the story’s themes of moral conflict and the
internal struggle faced by the characters.

What Did De Spains Actually Require? An In-
Depth Interpretation

Given the narrative’s subtlety, what do we definitively know about the price?

The Actual Price in the Story



In the text, there is a scene where the family attempts to settle the matter
with De Spains. The narrative suggests that:

- The family, or more specifically Abner Snopes, is asked to pay a sum that
is "more than they can afford" or that is considered excessive for the damage
incurred.

- The amount is portrayed as a burden, symbolizing the weight of social and
moral expectations.

Historical Context and Literary Clues:

In the early 20th-century Southern setting of Faulkner’'s story, the cost of
repairing or replacing a rug could range from a few dollars to significant
sums depending on its quality.

Estimating the Cost

While Faulkner does not specify an exact figure, literary critics have
estimated that:

- The required payment could range from $10 to $50 in the story’s timeframe,
adjusted for inflation and economic context.

- This sum would have been substantial enough to cause distress for a family
of modest means.

The Underlying Message

Rather than focusing solely on the monetary amount, the emphasis is on what
paying this price signifies:

- Submission to authority: Paying the price symbolizes accepting societal
rules and consequences.

- Recognition of loss: Acknowledging the damage, whether physical or moral.
- Reconciliation or Defiance: The family’s response to the demand reflects
their stance—-whether they acquiesce or resist.

The Broader Implications of the Price in “Barn
Burning”

Understanding what price De Spains required for the ruined rug allows us to
explore the story’s broader themes.

Themes of Social Class and Power
The demand for payment underscores the societal hierarchy at play. De Spains,

as a merchant or landowner figure, embodies authority and social order, with
the power to impose penalties.



- The price becomes a symbol of the social debts owed and the class tensions.
- The family'’s ability or inability to pay reflects their social standing and
economic stability.

Moral and Ethical Dimensions
The story explores the moral dilemma faced by Sarty and his father:

- Is paying the price an act of moral submission or surrender?
- Does resisting the demand signify rebellion against unjust authority?

The price, therefore, is not just about money but about moral choice.
The Cost of Integrity and Loyalty

For Sarty, the question of whether to pay or resist the demand echoes his

internal conflict between loyalty to his family and his own moral compass.
The price required by De Spains thus embodies the tension between societal
expectations and personal morality.

Conclusion: The Price as a Multifaceted Symbol

In “Barn Burning,” the mention of De Spains’ price for the ruined rug is more
than a simple transaction; it encapsulates themes of social hierarchy, moral
conflict, and personal integrity.

Key Takeaways:

- The actual monetary amount is left intentionally vague but is understood to
be significant.

- The “price” symbolizes societal expectations, the cost of shame, and moral
choices.

- Paying or resisting this price reflects the characters’ values and the
story’s broader commentary on justice, loyalty, and social order.

Final Reflection:

Faulkner's subtle storytelling invites readers to interpret the “price” as
both a tangible figure and an abstract moral cost, making it a compelling
element that enriches the narrative’s depth and complexity.

In summary:

While the exact amount demanded by De Spains for the ruined rug is not
explicitly specified, the story suggests that it was a substantial sum,
serving as a symbolic representation of social and moral consequences. This
detail underscores the central themes of “Barn Burning,” illustrating how



material damages intertwine with issues of honor, loyalty, and societal
hierarchy.
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