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When medical professionals and coding specialists review the latest updates to the Current Procedural
Terminology (CPT) code set, one common question arises: how can they quickly identify new codes
introduced in the most recent revision? Accurate coding is essential for proper billing, documentation, and
compliance, making it vital to recognize the symbols and annotations that indicate updates. In particular,
understanding what symbol appears next to new codes helps streamline the coding process, ensures
compliance with payer requirements, and facilitates accurate documentation of services provided. This
article explores the symbol used to denote new CPT codes, explains its significance, and provides guidance
on interpreting CPT code updates effectively.

Understanding the CPT Code Set and Its Revision Process
Before delving into the specific symbol that indicates new codes, it’s important to understand what CPT
codes are and how they are revised annually.

The Purpose of CPT Codes
CPT codes are a standardized set of codes maintained by the American Medical Association (AMA) used to
describe medical, surgical, and diagnostic services and procedures. They are essential for billing, reporting,
and documentation across healthcare settings.

The Annual Revision Process
Each year, the AMA reviews, updates, and publishes a new version of the CPT code set. This revision
includes:
- Addition of new codes
- Modification of existing codes
- Deletion of obsolete codes

The goal is to keep the code set current with advances in medical technology and practice.

Symbols and Notations in CPT Code Updates
The CPT manual employs specific symbols and annotations to inform users about the nature of code
changes. These symbols facilitate quick identification of new, revised, or deleted codes.



The Key Symbols in CPT Updates
Some of the common symbols include:
- New: Denotes newly introduced codes
- Revised: Indicates existing codes that have been modified
- Deleted: Marks codes that are no longer in use
- Add-on: Signifies codes that are supplementary to other procedures

Among these, the symbol associated with new codes is particularly important for users who need to
identify recently added entries.

What Symbol Appears Next To New CPT Codes?
The symbol that appears next to CPT codes that are new since the last revision is a bullet point (•). This
small dot is used consistently throughout the CPT manual to highlight newly added codes in the current
year's update.

How the Bullet Point (•) Is Used
In the CPT manual, when a code is introduced in the latest revision, it is typically marked with a bullet
point (•) next to the code number and description. This visual cue allows readers to easily distinguish
newly added codes from existing ones, which may not have any special notation.

Example:
- 12345 • New procedure for advanced imaging

In this example, the bullet point indicates that code 12345 is a new addition since the previous year's CPT
update.

Why Is Identifying New Codes Important?
Recognizing new CPT codes is crucial for several reasons:

Accurate Billing and Reimbursement
Using the correct, current codes ensures that healthcare providers are reimbursed appropriately for
services rendered. Missing or incorrectly using new codes can lead to claim denials or delays.



Compliance and Documentation
Proper coding reflects accurate documentation of services. Utilizing new codes accurately demonstrates
compliance with coding guidelines and supports audit readiness.

Keeping Up With Medical Advances
New codes often correspond to technological innovations, new procedures, or expanded indications, so
recognizing them helps providers stay current in their practice.

How to Find and Use the Symbols in Practice
To effectively utilize the CPT manual and stay updated with coding changes, practitioners should:

Consult the CPT Release and Addenda
The AMA publishes annual CPT updates, which include the main code set and addenda that highlight
changes. These addenda often contain symbols like the bullet point (•) next to new codes.

Compare Yearly Versions
By comparing the current year's CPT with the previous edition, coders can identify new codes marked
with the bullet point, as well as other modifications.

Use Coding Resources and Tools
Many electronic coding tools, software, and online resources automatically flag new codes with the
associated symbols, simplifying the identification process.

Additional Symbols and Their Meanings
While the bullet point (•) is specific to new codes, other symbols provide further information about code
status:

Revised: An upward arrow (↑) indicates the code has been modified.

Deleted: A strikethrough or deletion indicator shows the code is obsolete.



Add-on: A plus sign (+) denotes an add-on code.

Understanding these symbols collectively enhances coding accuracy and efficiency.

Summary of Key Points
- The symbol that appears next to new CPT codes since the last revision is a bullet point (•).
- This symbol helps users quickly identify new procedures, services, or technologies introduced in the
latest CPT update.
- Recognizing and correctly applying new codes is vital for accurate billing, compliance, and reflecting
current medical practices.
- CPT updates are available through official release documents, addenda, and electronic coding tools that
automatically flag these symbols.

Conclusion
Staying current with the latest CPT revisions is an essential part of medical coding and billing. The use of
symbols, especially the bullet point (•) for new codes, provides a straightforward way to identify recent
additions to the code set. By understanding what symbol appears next to new CPT codes and how to
interpret these annotations, healthcare providers and coders can ensure accurate, compliant, and timely
reimbursement for services. Regular review of CPT updates, leveraging official resources, and employing
coding tools can help practitioners maintain their coding proficiency and reflect the latest advancements in
medical technology and practice.

---

Remember: Always consult the official CPT manual or the AMA website for the most current and precise
information regarding code symbols and updates.

Frequently Asked Questions

What symbol indicates that a code is newly added in the latest CPT
revision?
A star () appears next to codes that are new since the last CPT revision.



Are there any other symbols used alongside new codes in the CPT
updates?
Yes, sometimes a plus (+) indicates add-on codes, but for new codes specifically, a star () is used.

Where can I find the symbols associated with new CPT codes in the
official documentation?
The CPT codebook's revision notes or the appendix typically explain the symbols used, including the star ()
for new codes.

Does the symbol next to new CPT codes signify anything besides being
newly added?
Primarily, the star () indicates a new code; however, it can also denote codes that have been significantly
revised or introduced in the latest update.

Are the symbols next to new CPT codes consistent across all editions?
Yes, the use of symbols like the star () for new codes is consistent across CPT editions to help users quickly
identify changes.

Can I rely solely on symbols to identify new codes in the CPT manual?
While symbols are helpful, it's best to review the revision notes and the code descriptions for
comprehensive understanding of new codes.

How frequently do the CPT revisions introduce new codes with
symbols?
CPT revisions are released annually, and each update may include multiple new codes marked with
symbols like the star ().

Is there a way to filter or search for new CPT codes using symbols in
electronic coding systems?
Yes, many electronic coding platforms allow filtering or searching by symbols or revision notes to easily
identify new codes.



Additional Resources
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In the constantly evolving landscape of medical coding, staying current with the latest updates is crucial for
healthcare providers, coders, and administrators alike. The Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) coding
system, maintained by the American Medical Association (AMA), undergoes periodic revisions to reflect
new procedures, technologies, and medical practices. When these updates are released, it’s essential to
quickly identify what’s new and how it’s marked within the CPT code set. This leads to the central
question: What symbol appears next to codes that are new since the last CPT revision?

Understanding these symbols not only facilitates accurate billing and compliance but also ensures that
providers are appropriately reimbursed for new or modified services. This article provides an in-depth
review of the symbols designated for new CPT codes, their significance, and their application in clinical
and billing settings.

---

The Importance of Recognizing New CPT Codes

Before delving into the specific symbols, it’s important to appreciate why recognizing new CPT codes
matters:

- Billing Accuracy: Correctly identifying new codes ensures proper reimbursement for emerging or
recently approved procedures.
- Compliance: Accurate coding prevents billing errors, audits, and potential penalties.
- Clinical Documentation: Recognizing new codes guides clinicians to document procedures appropriately to
match the coding.
- Stay Updated: Keeping abreast of code changes reflects a provider’s commitment to current medical
standards and practices.

---

Overview of CPT Code Updates and Their Markings

The CPT coding system is revised annually, typically released in November, with updates taking effect on
January 1 of each year. The AMA employs specific symbols and annotations to highlight new, revised, or
deleted codes. These symbols are crucial for coders and healthcare providers to quickly identify the status of
each code within the current year's code set.



The primary symbols associated with code changes include:

- Newly Added Codes
- Revised Codes
- Deleted Codes
- Updated Descriptions

However, among these, the symbol specifically associated with new CPT codes is of particular interest for
those tracking recent additions.

---

The Symbol That Indicates New CPT Codes

What Is the Symbol for New Codes?

The symbol that appears next to CPT codes that are newly added in the most recent revision is:

"New" – Often represented as a "N" in the code's annotations or descriptions.

However, it’s important to understand that in the official CPT code book, the primary indicator for new
codes is the "New" designation explicitly written in the code’s description or in the code’s annotation.

In the CPT code book, the symbol that appears next to new codes is:

- "New" — usually a textual annotation rather than a symbol like an icon or graphic.

Note: The AMA does not assign a specific graphical symbol (such as an asterisk or asterisk-like icon) solely
for new codes in the printed or online CPT code set. Instead, the "New" label in the code description is the
primary indicator.

---

How Are New Codes Marked in Practice?

In the CPT code set, new codes are typically marked by:

- The word "New" preceding or following the code description.



- Annotations or footnotes indicating the code's status as new for that year's revision.
- Special symbols or icons are generally not used for new codes but may be used for other updates.

Example:

> 12345 New—Procedure code for a novel minimally invasive procedure.

This "New" label appears directly in the code description to alert users that this is an addition for the
current year.

---

Additional Symbols and Annotations Related to CPT Updates

While the "New" label is the primary indicator for new codes, other symbols and annotations are used for
different update types:

- Revised Codes: Usually marked with the word "Revised" in the description.
- Deleted Codes: Often indicated with "Deleted" annotations.
- Modifiers and notes: Sometimes used to clarify the status or applicability of a code.

Note: The CPT manual may include color coding or icons in its online platform or electronic versions, but
these are not standardized symbols used across all publications.

---

How to Identify New CPT Codes in Practice

Using the CPT Code Book

- Check the description: Look for the word "New" preceding the code description.
- Review the annotations: Many editions include a section or footnote indicating new codes added in the
current revision.
- Consult the "News" or "Updates" section: The CPT manual often features a summary of new codes at the
beginning of each chapter or section.



Using Electronic Resources and Coding Software

- Filter options: Most coding software allows filtering by update status, including new codes.
- Change logs: Electronic CPT databases often include a change log detailing new, revised, and deleted
codes.
- Supplemental updates: The AMA publishes annual CPT updates, which can be cross-referenced with the
software’s update notes.

---

Case Study: Recent CPT Revision Highlights

To illustrate, consider the 2024 CPT revision:

- The updated CPT manual lists approximately 300 new codes for the year.
- Each new code is explicitly marked with the "New" label in its description.
- For example, CPT 123456 may be listed as:

> CPT 123456 — New — Application of a novel gene therapy delivery method.

This immediate visual cue helps coders and clinicians recognize that this is a recent addition, requiring
attention for documentation and billing purposes.

---

Implications for Healthcare Professionals

Understanding what symbol appears next to new CPT codes is essential for multiple reasons:

- Ensures Proper Documentation: Recognizing "New" codes guides clinicians to document procedures
comprehensively to meet coding requirements.
- Prevents Billing Errors: Using outdated codes or missing the "New" designation can lead to claim denials
or delays.
- Supports Compliance and Auditing: Accurate coding aligned with the latest updates reduces the risk of
audit issues.
- Facilitates Education and Training: Staff can be trained to look for the "New" label, streamlining the
update process.

---



Conclusion

In summary, the symbol that appears next to codes that are new since the last CPT revision is primarily
the word "New" included in the code’s description or annotations. Unlike some other coding systems that
rely on icons or graphic symbols, the CPT manual uses explicit textual labels to denote new codes.
Recognizing this label is vital for accurate coding, billing, and compliance.

Healthcare providers and coders should regularly review the CPT updates, focus on the "New" annotations,
and utilize available tools—such as online CPT resources, coding software, and official AMA publications—to
stay current with the latest procedural codes. Doing so ensures that medical documentation and billing
reflect the latest medical advancements and coding standards, ultimately supporting optimal patient care
and reimbursement processes.

---
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