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In Ray Bradbury's novel Fahrenheit 451, Montag, the fireman tasked with burning books, experiences
a profound internal conflict that leads him to reconsider his beliefs about literature, knowledge, and
morality. Before he finally meets Faber, a retired English professor and symbol of intellectual freedom,
Montag makes two pivotal decisions regarding the Bible. These decisions reflect his evolving
understanding of the importance of literature and the moral responsibility that comes with knowledge.
This article explores these two critical decisions Montag makes about the Bible, their significance, and

how they mark a turning point in his journey from ignorance to enlightenment.

Montag’s Initial Perception of the Bible and Its Role in Society

Before delving into the two specific decisions, it is essential to understand Montag's initial attitude
towards the Bible and its place in the dystopian society depicted in Fahrenheit 451. In the oppressive
world Bradbury imagines, books—including religious texts—are considered dangerous and subversive.
The government promotes superficial entertainment and suppresses critical thinking by destroying

books, including the Bible.

Initially, Montag perceives the Bible as just another book among many that must be destroyed. His role
as a fireman is to burn these texts, which are seen as sources of dissent and discomfort. However, as
Montag begins to question his society’s values, he starts to see the Bible not merely as a collection of

stories but as a symbol of moral authority, spiritual truth, and historical significance.



The Two Decisive Things Montag Decides About the Bible

During his introspective journey, Montag arrives at two critical decisions regarding the Bible:

1. He recognizes the Bible as a source of moral and spiritual truth that must be preserved.

2. He decides to secretly keep a copy of the Bible as a symbol of resistance and hope.

These decisions are fundamental in defining Montag's transformation from a conforming fireman to a

seeker of knowledge and moral integrity.

1. Recognizing the Bible as a Source of Moral and Spiritual Truth

One of Montag’s most significant realizations about the Bible is that it embodies moral wisdom and
spiritual guidance that can inspire individuals to lead meaningful lives. This recognition emerges
gradually as Montag encounters Faber and begins to understand the deeper implications of literature

and knowledge.
The Bible as a Moral Compass

Montag’s exposure to Faber’s insights helps him see the Bible as more than just a book—it is a moral
compass that offers guidance on issues such as love, justice, humility, and morality. For Montag, this
marks a stark contrast to the superficial entertainment and mindless conformity promoted by his

society.
The Biblical Context in Fahrenheit 451
Throughout the novel, references to the Bible serve as symbols of moral authority and resistance. For

example, Montag’s reading of the Bible symbolizes his rejection of societal suppression and his desire

to reconnect with authentic human values. He begins to see the Bible as a repository of wisdom that



can help him understand his purpose and moral responsibilities.

The Significance of This Decision

By recognizing the Bible’s moral and spiritual significance, Montag decides that these texts must be
protected and cherished. He abandons the idea that books are dangerous and instead views them as
vital sources of knowledge and ethical guidance. This shift reflects his growing awareness that the

suppression of such texts erodes the moral fabric of society.

2. Deciding to Secretly Keep a Copy of the Bible

The second crucial decision Montag makes about the Bible is more tangible and concrete: he chooses
to secretly retain a copy of the Bible. This act of holding onto a Bible symbolizes his commitment to

preserving knowledge and resisting the oppressive regime.

The Theft of the Bible

Montag’s decision to keep a Bible occurs after he has begun to question the societal norms that
condemn books. Recognizing the importance of the Bible as a symbol of moral resistance, he steals a
copy from the house of a woman he once considered a friend. This clandestine act is a turning point,

representing his rejection of societal censorship and his desire to preserve a sacred text.

The Symbolic Power of Holding a Bible

Keeping the Bible safely hidden signifies Montag’s internal rebellion against the totalitarian regime that
seeks to erase history, religion, and critical thought. It becomes a symbol of hope, faith, and the
possibility of a better future. Montag's secret possession of the Bible reinforces his commitment to

intellectual freedom and spiritual truth.

The Impact of This Decision



This decision marks Montag’s transition from passive participant to active resistor. It also reflects his
understanding that knowledge must often be protected in secret, especially in oppressive societies.
The act of hiding the Bible symbolizes hope for renewal and the eventual rebirth of human

understanding through literature and moral reflection.

The Significance of Montag’s Decisions About the Bible

Montag’s two decisions about the Bible are pivotal in his personal development and in the broader
themes of Fahrenheit 451. They highlight the importance of literature and religious texts in fostering

moral integrity, individual freedom, and resistance against tyranny.

The Moral and Ethical Implications

Montag’s recognition of the Bible’s moral value compels him to reevaluate his role in society. His
decision to preserve and secret the Bible underscores the importance of moral courage—standing up

for truth and righteousness even when it involves risking personal safety.

Symbolism of the Bible in the Novel

Throughout Fahrenheit 451, the Bible symbolizes hope, resilience, and the enduring human spirit.
Montag’s decisions about the Bible reflect his desire to reconnect with these enduring values and to

restore moral and spiritual meaning to his life and society.

The Broader Message

Bradbury uses Montag’s decisions about the Bible to communicate a broader message: that



knowledge, moral truth, and spiritual understanding are vital for human freedom and dignity. The
preservation of texts like the Bible is crucial in resisting oppressive regimes and rebuilding a more

enlightened society.

Conclusion

In Fahrenheit 451, Montag’s two key decisions about the Bible mark the beginning of his moral
awakening. Recognizing the Bible as a vital source of moral and spiritual guidance, and choosing to
secretly keep a copy, symbolize his rejection of censorship and his embrace of knowledge, faith, and
resistance. These decisions not only transform Montag’s character but also underscore the novel’s
enduring message about the importance of preserving literature and moral truth in the face of
oppression. As Montag’s journey unfolds, his decisions about the Bible serve as a testament to the

power of faith, knowledge, and moral courage to ignite hope for a better future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What two things does Montag decide about the Bible before meeting

Faber?
Montag decides that he will read the Bible to understand its true message and that he will seek

Faber's help to learn how to preserve and share its knowledge.

Why does Montag choose to read the Bible before meeting Faber?

He wants to grasp the deeper meaning of the Bible and reconnect with the knowledge and values it

contains, which he feels are missing from his life.



What is Montag's purpose in deciding to study the Bible prior to his
meeting with Faber?

He aims to find moral guidance and to understand the importance of knowledge and truth that the

Bible represents, as part of his rebellion against the oppressive society.

How do Montag's decisions about the Bible reflect his internal
conflict?

His decision to explore the Bible signifies his awakening and desire for genuine understanding,

contrasting with the superficiality of the society that censors such texts.

What role does the Bible play in Montag's transformation before
meeting Faber?

The Bible symbolizes knowledge, morality, and resistance; Montag's decision to study it marks his shift

from ignorance to awareness and his commitment to preserving important truths.

Additional Resources

What Two Things That Montag Decides About The Bible Before Going To Meet Faber

In Ray Bradbury’s dystopian novel Fahrenheit 451, Montag, the fireman tasked with burning books,
embarks on a profound internal journey that challenges his beliefs, values, and understanding of
knowledge. A pivotal moment in this transformation occurs just before he decides to meet with Faber,
an old book lover and mentor figure. During this crucial phase, Montag contemplates two significant
decisions regarding the Bible—an act that symbolizes his burgeoning rebellion against the oppressive
society and his quest for truth. These decisions highlight his evolving perception of the Bible's role,
meaning, and potential influence on his life. Understanding what Montag decides about the Bible at

this juncture offers insight into his character development and the novel’s larger themes of censorship,



enlightenment, and individual freedom.

The First Decision: Viewing the Bible as a Source of Personal

Meaning and Hope

Before meeting Faber, Montag begins to see the Bible not merely as a forbidden book, but as a vital
source of personal comfort and hope. This shift signifies his recognition of the Bible’s spiritual and

moral guidance, which contrasts sharply with the society’s efforts to eradicate such knowledge.

Montag’s Growing Appreciation for the Bible

Initially, Montag’s exposure to the Bible is superficial—he's aware of its existence and the societal
taboo against it, but he hasn't fully grasped its significance. However, as he reflects on his own
dissatisfaction with the empty, superficial life enforced by the government, he starts to see the Bible as

a beacon of deeper understanding and emotional sustenance.
- Personal Reflection: Montag begins to see the Bible as more than a book; it becomes a symbol of
genuine human connection, morality, and hope.

- Rejection of Society's Control: His decision to consider the Bible as meaningful is also a rejection of

the oppressive regime that bans such texts.

Pros and Features of Viewing the Bible as a Source of Hope

Pros:



- Empowerment: Recognizing the Bible as a source of hope empowers Montag to seek truth and moral
clarity.
- Personal Growth: It marks a step toward intellectual independence and spiritual awakening.

- Symbolic Rebellion: His acceptance of the Bible’s significance symbolizes resistance to censorship.
Features:

- Emotional Comfort: The Bible offers solace in times of distress, reinforcing Montag's resolve to
pursue knowledge.

- Moral Guidance: It provides ethical grounding, guiding his decisions and actions.

- Cultural Heritage: The Bible represents a connection to a rich cultural and historical tradition that

society seeks to erase.
Cons:

- Danger: Holding a positive view of the Bible puts Montag at risk of punishment or ostracism in his
society.
- Misinterpretation: Without proper understanding, he might misinterpret its messages, leading to

confusion or misguided rebellion.

The Second Decision: Recognizing the Bible as a Catalyst for

Change and Reconstruction

Beyond viewing the Bible as a source of hope, Montag begins to see it as a catalyst for personal and
societal transformation. This decision underscores his recognition of the potential for the Bible to

inspire change, inform moral action, and rebuild a more meaningful society.



Montag’s Realization of the Bible’s Power to Inspire Transformation

Throughout his internal conflict, Montag starts to understand that the Bible can serve as a tool for

awakening consciousness—not just for himself but for others as well.

- Inspiration for Rebellion: Montag perceives the Bible as containing truths that can inspire resistance
against the oppressive regime.
- Moral Compass: It can serve as a moral compass, guiding individuals toward justice and

compassion.

Pros and Features of Seeing the Bible as a Catalyst for Change

Pros:

- Revolutionary Potential: The Bible's teachings can spark societal change by encouraging people to
question authority.

- Moral Reconciliation: It can help rebuild moral foundations that have been eroded by censorship and
conformity.

- Personal Empowerment: Recognizing its power motivates Montag to pursue knowledge actively and

to share it.

Features:

- Historical Significance: The Bible's role in shaping moral and ethical standards across cultures.

- Universal Themes: Its messages of love, justice, forgiveness, and hope resonate universally.

- Educational Value: It provides a rich source of stories, parables, and teachings that can foster critical

thinking.

Cons:



- Misuse or Misinterpretation: Without context or understanding, the Bible can be misused to justify
harmful actions.

- Potential for Conflict: Its transformative power might lead to social upheaval or conflict with authority.
- Risk of Censorship: In a society that bans books, advocating for the Bible’s importance can be

dangerous.

Montag’s Internal Conflict and Decision-Making Process

Montag's contemplation of the Bible is intertwined with his internal struggle between conformity and
rebellion. His decisions reflect a desire to rediscover authenticity and truth amid a society obsessed

with superficial entertainment and censorship.

The Role of Faber in Shaping Montag’s View of the Bible

Faber, an elderly man who values books and knowledge, plays a pivotal role in shaping Montag’s

understanding of the Bible’s significance.
- Mentorship: Faber encourages Montag to see the Bible as a vital source of wisdom that can aid in
his rebellion.

- Shared Values: Their discussions reinforce the idea that the Bible embodies enduring truths worth

preserving and sharing.

Montag’s Decisive Moment

As Montag prepares to meet Faber, he makes two crucial internal decisions about the Bible:



1. To cherish and protect the Bible as a sacred and valuable source of hope: Recognizing its
importance, he decides he will not discard or destroy it but will instead safeguard it for future
generations.

2. To see the Bible as a tool for personal awakening and societal change: He comprehends that the
teachings within can inspire him to challenge the oppressive regime and help rebuild a more

meaningful society.

Conclusion: The Significance of Montag’s Decisions About the

Bible

Montag’s decisions about the Bible before meeting Faber mark a turning point in his character arc and
in the broader narrative about the power of knowledge and individual agency. His recognition of the
Bible as both a source of hope and a catalyst for change underscores the novel’s central themes: the
importance of free thought, the danger of censorship, and the transformative potential of literature and
moral wisdom. These choices reflect Montag’s awakening from a passive participant in societal
destruction to an active seeker of truth, embodying the hope that even in the darkest times, the pursuit

of meaning and moral clarity can ignite the path toward renewal and redemption.

By contemplating these two significant decisions, readers gain a deeper understanding of Montag’s
evolving consciousness and the profound message that knowledge—embodied by texts like the

Bible—has the power to inspire hope, foster moral growth, and catalyze societal change.
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