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The Treaty of Kadesh, signed around 1259 BCE between the Egyptian Pharaoh Ramses I
and the Hittite King Hattusili lll, stands as one of the earliest known peace treaties in
recorded history. The final paragraph of this historic document encapsulates the core of the
agreement, establishing lasting peace and mutual cooperation between these two ancient
superpowers. Understanding the nature of this agreement provides invaluable insights into
diplomatic practices of the ancient world and the enduring importance of treaties in
establishing stability and peace between rival states. In this article, we will explore the
details of the agreement made in the last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh, analyze its
significance, and contextualize it within the broader framework of ancient diplomacy.

Historical Context of the Treaty of Kadesh

The Background of Egyptian-Hittite Relations

The Egyptian Empire under Ramses Il and the Hittite Empire under Hattusili 1l had been
engaged in ongoing conflict over control of territories in the Levant and Anatolia. The Battle
of Kadesh (around 1274 BCE) was a significant confrontation that resulted in a stalemate.
Recognizing the destructive potential of continued warfare, both powers sought to establish
peaceful relations.

The Significance of the Treaty

The Treaty of Kadesh marked a turning point, as it was among the earliest formal
diplomatic agreements aimed at ending hostilities and establishing peaceful coexistence.
The treaty was meticulously drafted and inscribed on clay tablets, and its terms laid the
foundation for diplomatic norms that influenced subsequent treaties in the ancient Near
East.

Key Elements of the Treaty

Terms of Peace and Alliance
The treaty stipulated:



- Mutual non-aggression
- Assistance in case of external threats
- Recognition of borders and spheres of influence

Marriage Alliances and Diplomatic Ties

The treaty mentions royal marriages, strengthening political alliances and fostering
goodwill.

Restoration of Prisoners and Hostages

Both parties agreed to return prisoners and hostages to their respective states, symbolizing
trust and respect.

The Last Paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh:
Analyzing the Agreement

Content of the Final Paragraph

The last paragraph of the treaty contains a formal declaration of mutual friendship and
commitment to uphold the agreement. It emphasizes:

- The binding nature of the treaty

- The importance of fidelity and loyalty between the two powers

- An oath to maintain peace and cooperation for future generations

Type of Agreement in the Last Paragraph

The agreement made in the last paragraph is primarily a covenant-based diplomatic pact,
often referred to as a mutual alliance with elements of oath-bound fidelity. It is
characterized by:

- Formal pledges and oaths sworn by both parties

- The use of solemn language to emphasize the seriousness of the commitments

- A focus on maintaining peace, friendship, and cooperation

Understanding the Nature of the Agreement

Legal and Diplomatic Aspects

The agreement functions as a treaty, which in the ancient Near Eastern context, was a
formal contract backed by oaths sworn before gods. The use of divine withnesses and oaths
was crucial to establishing binding commitments.



Oath-Binding and Religious Overtones

In the final paragraph, both kings invoke divine withesses—gods like Ra and the Hittite
deities—to authenticate their vows. This religious dimension underscores the sacredness
and inviolability of the agreement.

Implications of the Agreement Type

- Binding commitment: The oath-bound nature made the treaty sacrosanct, with violations
considered offenses against the gods.

- Durability: Such oaths contributed to the longevity of peace, as breaking a divine oath was
believed to bring divine punishment.

- Symbolic Gesture: The formal language and invocation of gods served to reinforce trust
and solemnity.

Significance of the Agreement Type in Ancient
Diplomacy

Precedent for Future Treaties

The covenant-based agreement set a precedent for subsequent treaties, emphasizing the
importance of oaths and divine witnesses.

Diplomatic Norms Established

The treaty demonstrated that:

- Peace could be maintained through formal, religiously sanctioned agreements

- Sovereign rulers could pledge loyalty and mutual assistance through solemn vows

- Such agreements could serve as lasting peace foundations, transcending individual rulers
reigns

Modern Parallels

While contemporary treaties are legally binding documents often ratified through
diplomatic channels, the ancient agreements like the Treaty of Kadesh relied heavily on
oaths, divine witnesses, and the moral authority of the gods.

Conclusion: The Nature of the Agreement in the
Last Paragraph

The agreement made in the last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh is best classified as a
sacred oath-based treaty, a formal covenant between two sovereign powers reinforced by



divine witnesses and solemn language. It embodies the ancient Near Eastern diplomatic
practice of binding agreements through religious sanctity, emphasizing fidelity, mutual
respect, and peace. This type of agreement underscores the importance placed on divine
authority and moral obligation in maintaining international relations in ancient times. The
Treaty of Kadesh remains a testament to the enduring power of diplomacy, faith, and the
rule of law, laying the groundwork for future diplomatic practices across civilizations.

Additional Insights into the Treaty of Kadesh

Language and Preservation

The treaty's language reflects the formal and ceremonial tone typical of ancient diplomatic
documents. The clay tablets inscribed with the treaty have been discovered in multiple
locations, including Hittite and Egyptian archives, indicating its significance and widespread
recognition.

The Impact on International Law

Although not law in the modern sense, the treaty exemplifies early efforts to codify
relations, setting a standard for diplomatic agreements based on mutual commitments and
divine endorsement.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Understanding the treaty's nature helps in appreciating the evolution of international
diplomacy, from sacred oaths to modern legal treaties. It also highlights the universality of
seeking peace through formal agreements, a principle that endures today.

Summary

In conclusion, the last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh signifies a binding, oath-based
diplomatic agreement, emphasizing mutual loyalty and peace through divine witness and
solemn vows. This ancient agreement exemplifies the importance of religious and moral
authority in establishing and maintaining peaceful relations between nations, a practice
that has influenced diplomatic norms for millennia.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the last paragraph in the
Treaty of Kadesh?

The last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh typically outlines the mutual commitments and
guarantees between the Hittite and Egyptian parties, including terms for peace, non-
aggression, and alliance provisions, solidifying the treaty's role as a mutual agreement.

What type of legal document is the final paragraph of
the Treaty of Kadesh considered?

The final paragraph is considered a bilateral treaty agreement, specifically a peace treaty,
which formalizes the peace and alliance between the two empires.

Does the last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh specify
any ongoing obligations or penalties?

Yes, it often includes stipulations for enforcement, such as mutual aid clauses and penalties
for violating the treaty, ensuring both parties adhere to their commitments.

Is the agreement in the last paragraph of the Treaty of
Kadesh legally binding?

Yes, it is considered a legally binding international agreement, as it was intended to
establish lasting peace and cooperation between the two powers.

What modern type of agreement does the last
paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh resemble?

It resembles a modern international treaty or alliance agreement, which includes mutual
commitments, enforcement clauses, and guarantees of peace.

Additional Resources
Agreement in the Last Paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh

The Treaty of Kadesh, signed around 1259 BCE between the Egyptian Pharaoh Ramses I
and Hittite King Hattusili lll, is widely regarded as one of the earliest surviving peace
treaties in history. A critical component of this treaty is the agreement articulated in its last
paragraph, which signifies the formal conclusion of hostilities and the establishment of



peace and mutual cooperation between the two great powers of the ancient Near East. This
final section of the treaty encapsulates the diplomatic resolution and the understanding
that would shape the relations between Egypt and Hatti for years to come. Analyzing what
type of agreement is made in this concluding part offers insights into the diplomatic
practices of the time, the nature of international agreements in antiquity, and the enduring
significance of this historic document.

Understanding the Nature of the Agreement in
the Last Paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh

The last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh is not merely a formal closing but a
comprehensive diplomatic statement that functions as a binding agreement between the
two parties. It encapsulates several key features characteristic of international agreements,
particularly in the context of ancient diplomacy.

Type of Agreement: A Formal Peace Treaty with Treaty
Provisions

The agreement made in the last paragraph can be classified as a bilateral peace treaty,
which includes specific provisions for peace, mutual non-aggression, and future
cooperation. It is a legally binding document that formalizes the cessation of hostilities and
establishes a framework for peaceful coexistence.

Features of this agreement include:

- Cessation of Hostilities: Both parties agree to cease military actions against each other.

- Mutual Non-Aggression: An understanding that neither side will attack or invade the
other's territory.

- Alliance and Friendship: Provisions for mutual assistance and cooperation.

- Boundaries and Territorial Agreements: Clarification of borders to prevent future disputes.
- Legal Binding: The language used indicates a formal, legally enforceable agreement.

This makes the last paragraph an example of a diplomatic international treaty, designed to
create a durable peace and establish mutual obligations.

Historical Significance and Features of the Agreement
Type

The agreement in the last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh reflects the diplomatic norms
of the Late Bronze Age, where treaties often involved oaths, curses, and formal language.
Such treaties served multiple purposes:

- Peace and Stability: To end prolonged conflicts and restore stability.



- Legitimization of Power: To legitimize the rulers’ authority and their diplomatic
achievements.
- Legal Framework: To create a legal framework for future relations.

Features include:

- Treaty Language: Use of formal, often poetic or ceremonial language to emphasize the
gravity.

- Oaths and Curses: Common in ancient treaties to enforce compliance.

- Reciprocity: Both sides make concessions and commitments.

- Written Format: The treaty was inscribed on durable materials (e.g., clay tablets or
inscriptions).

Features of the Last Paragraph Agreement
The last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh specifically states:

- That the two kings shall remain friends forever.

- They will not attack each other’s lands.

- They will support each other in times of war.

- They will exchange hostages and diplomatic envoys.
- The boundaries established will be respected.

- Both sides will assist in mutual defense if attacked.

This comprehensive set of provisions demonstrates a formal, legally binding diplomatic
agreement designed to ensure peace and cooperation.

Legal and Diplomatic Classification

The agreement made in the last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh fits within the broader
category of international law as understood in ancient times. It can be classified as a
bilateral treaty with contractual obligations.

Features of this Agreement Type

- Mutual Consent: Both parties agree voluntarily to the terms.

- Explicit Terms: Clear stipulations about peace, borders, and cooperation.

- Enforceability: The language suggests a desire for compliance, reinforced by oaths and
curses.

- Durability: Designed to last indefinitely, with provisions for future enforcement.

This type of agreement is comparable to modern treaties, though the language and
enforcement mechanisms differ significantly.



Pros and Cons of Such Agreements

Pros:

- Creates stability: The treaty helps prevent future conflicts.

- Sets clear expectations: Both sides understand their obligations.

- Formalizes diplomatic relations: Establishes official channels of communication.
- Legalizes peace: Reduces uncertainty and potential for misunderstandings.

- Prevents escalation: By addressing potential causes of conflict.

Cons:

- Enforcement challenges: Ancient treaties often relied on oaths and curses, which lacked
formal enforcement mechanisms.

- Potential for violation: Despite agreements, future conflicts could still arise.

- Limited scope: Such treaties addressed specific issues and may not cover all future
disputes.

- Dependence on mutual trust: The success depends on the sincerity of both parties.

Features and Significance of the Agreement in
Context

The agreement in the last paragraph exemplifies the diplomatic practice of the time,
emphasizing mutual recognition, legal obligations, and the importance of written treaties.
Its features include:

- Reciprocity: Both sides make equal commitments.

- Ceremonial language: Reinforces the seriousness and binding nature.
- Legal curses: To discourage breach.

- Durability: The language suggests the intention for long-term peace.

This agreement represents an early form of international law, where sovereign states
formalized their relations through written treaties, establishing norms for future diplomacy.

Modern Perspective and Lessons

From a modern perspective, the agreement in the last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh
can be viewed as:

- One of the earliest examples of formalized international diplomacy.
- An illustration of the importance of bilateral agreements in maintaining peace.

- A precursor to modern peace treaties that emphasize mutual obligations and boundaries.

Its features highlight the enduring principles of diplomacy:



- Respect for sovereignty.

- Clear communication.

- Legal commitments.

- The importance of trust and mutual respect.

Conclusion: What Type of Agreement Is Made in
the Last Paragraph?

In conclusion, the agreement made in the last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh is best
classified as a bilateral peace treaty with contractual obligations. It embodies the
diplomatic norms of the Late Bronze Age, emphasizing peace, mutual respect, territorial
boundaries, and cooperation. This agreement is characterized by its formal language, legal
framing, and comprehensive provisions aimed at ensuring long-term peace between Egypt
and Hatti. Its significance lies not only in its immediate political impact but also in its
pioneering role in the development of diplomatic treaties, establishing principles that
continue to underpin international relations today.

Features include:

- Formal, written contract between two sovereign states.

- Legally binding commitments.

- Provisions for peace, border recognition, and mutual assistance.
- Use of oaths and curses to reinforce the agreement.

Pros:

- Promotes stability and peace.
- Clarifies mutual expectations.
- Establishes diplomatic channels.

Cons:

- Enforcement relied heavily on mutual trust.
- Future violations possible despite the treaty.
- Limited enforcement mechanisms compared to modern treaties.

Overall, the last paragraph of the Treaty of Kadesh exemplifies an early, sophisticated form
of international agreement, laying the groundwork for future diplomatic practices and
treaties.
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