What Was A Big Change To Increase
Democracy Prior To The Election Of
Jackson?

What Was A Big Change To Increase Democracy Prior To The Election Of Jackson?

The period leading up to Andrew Jackson’s election in 1828 was marked by
significant political and social transformations aimed at expanding
democratic participation. One of the most impactful changes was the shift
toward greater political inclusivity for the common man, moving away from an
era dominated by elite landowners and aristocrats. This transition involved
various reforms, reforms that collectively lowered barriers to voting,
expanded political engagement, and reshaped the American political landscape.
Among these, the most notable change was the expansion of suffrage rights to
a broader segment of the population, particularly the removal of property
requirements for voting in many states. This article explores the key
developments that contributed to this democratization process, the context
behind these reforms, and their lasting impact on American democracy.

The Political Landscape Before Jackson’s Election
The Era of Restricted Suffrage

Before the early 19th century, voting rights in most states were limited
primarily to white male property owners. This restrictive franchise was
rooted in colonial and early American traditions, which associated political
participation with property ownership and wealth, under the belief that
property owners had a vested interest in good governance. As a result, a
relatively small portion of the population—mainly wealthy white men—had the
right to vote and influence elections.

The Influence of Elite-Controlled Politics

The political system was characterized by a narrow, elitist control.
Political parties and government institutions were often dominated by
aristocratic figures or the wealthy, with little input from the average
citizen. This setup led to a lack of broader political engagement and limited
the voice of the common man in shaping policies and leadership.

The Movement Toward Greater Democratic Participation
The Rise of Jacksonian Democracy

Andrew Jackson’s rise to the presidency symbolized the shift toward what
became known as Jacksonian Democracy—a movement advocating for greater
participation of ordinary Americans in politics. This movement was fueled by
the belief that democracy should serve all citizens, not Jjust the elite. To
achieve this, several reforms were enacted across the states, significantly
altering the electoral landscape.

Key Reforms Enabling Greater Democracy



1. Abolition of Property Requirements

One of the most consequential reforms was the gradual removal of property
ownership requirements for voting. Many states, especially in the West and
South, eliminated these restrictions between the 1820s and 1830s, enabling a
larger segment of white men to vote. This change meant that:

- More farmers and working-class men could participate.
— Voting rights shifted from wealth-based to more universal male suffrage.
— The political power of the common man increased significantly.

2. Expansion of the Electorate

As property requirements were lifted, the electorate expanded rapidly. By the
time of Jackson’s election in 1828:

— The percentage of eligible voters increased dramatically.
- Voter turnout also grew, reflecting heightened political engagement.
- Campaigns became more focused on appealing directly to the average voter.

3. The Rise of Popular Campaigning and Political Parties

The democratization process also saw the development of more inclusive
campaigns, with candidates seeking to connect directly with the common man
through rallies, parades, and speeches. Political parties became more
organized and responsive to popular sentiments, further democratizing the
political process.

Impact of State—-Level Reforms
States played a crucial role in democratization by adopting reforms such as:

— Adoption of secret ballots: Protecting voter privacy and reducing
intimidation.

— Development of party nominating conventions: Moving away from caucuses
controlled by elites to more democratic candidate selection processes.

- Expansion of voting rights to all white men regardless of property
ownership.

Broader Social and Political Factors Contributing to Increased Democracy
The Market Revolution and Economic Changes

The early 19th century experienced a market revolution characterized by rapid
economic growth, transportation improvements, and increased mobility. These
changes contributed to:

- A broader middle and working class eager to participate in politics.
— The decline of aristocratic landowning dominance.
— The emergence of a more egalitarian society.

The Influence of Democratic Ideals
The Enlightenment ideals of equality and popular sovereignty gained

popularity, influencing political thought and encouraging reforms aimed at
making government more responsive to the will of the people.



The Role of Media and Communication

The proliferation of newspapers, political pamphlets, and speeches allowed
political ideas to reach a wider audience, fostering political awareness
among the common man and encouraging participation.

Significance of the Democratic Reforms Prior to Jackson
Increased Political Participation

The reforms led to a surge in voter turnout and engagement, making elections
more representative of the general population’s will.

Shift in Political Power

The political landscape shifted from aristocratic dominance to a more
inclusive system, where the common man had a voice in choosing leaders and
influencing policy.

Foundation for Modern American Democracy

These changes laid the groundwork for modern democratic practices,
emphasizing the importance of universal white male suffrage (which would
later expand further) and citizen involvement in government.

Conclusion

What Was A Big Change To Increase Democracy Prior To The Election Of Jackson?
The most transformative reform was the widespread elimination of property
requirements for voting, which significantly expanded the electorate to
include most white men regardless of wealth. This shift was part of a broader
movement toward democratization that involved state-level reforms, evolving
political campaigns, and societal changes driven by economic and ideological
factors. These developments not only facilitated Jackson’s rise to the
presidency but also redefined American democracy, emphasizing greater
participation and representation for the common citizen. This democratization
process continues to influence American political life today, embodying the
fundamental ideals of equality, participation, and popular sovereignty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What voting reforms were implemented to expand
suffrage before Andrew Jackson's election?

States began eliminating property requirements, allowing more white men to
vote regardless of landowning status, thereby broadening democratic
participation.

How did the transition from caucus nominations to



popular nominations impact democracy before Jackson's
election?
The shift from elite caucus nominations to nominating conventions gave more

power to ordinary voters, making the candidate selection process more
democratic.

What role did the expansion of voting rights play in
increasing democracy prior to Jackson's presidency?

The extension of voting rights to a larger portion of the white male
population significantly increased democratic participation and influence in
elections.

How did the rise of political parties contribute to
democratic changes before Jackson's election?

The growth of political parties like the Democrats and Whigs fostered greater
political engagement and competition, encouraging more people to participate
in the electoral process.

What was the significance of state-level reforms in
promoting democracy before the election of Andrew
Jackson?

State reforms, including the adoption of direct election laws and removal of
restrictive voting laws, made voting more accessible and strengthened
democratic governance.

Additional Resources

Big Change to Increase Democracy Prior to the Election of Jackson

The period leading up to Andrew Jackson's presidency in 1828 was marked by
significant political and social transformations in the United States. One of
the most pivotal developments was the series of reforms aimed at expanding
democratic participation beyond the narrow confines of property-owning
elites. Among these, the expansion of voting rights to all white men
regardless of property ownership stands out as the most consequential change
that dramatically increased democracy in America. This shift not only altered
the electoral landscape but also reshaped political culture, fostering a more
inclusive and participatory democracy.

The Context Before Jackson: Limited Suffrage
and Elitism

Before the early 19th century, American voting rights were largely restricted
to white men who owned property. This property requirement was rooted in
colonial traditions and reflected the belief that only property owners had a



vested interest in the stability and governance of the nation. Consequently,
a significant portion of the population—particularly laborers, farmers
without property, and urban workers—were disenfranchised.

Key Characteristics of the Pre-Jackson Political System:

- Property Requirements: Most states mandated property ownership for voting
rights.

— Limited Suffrage: Only a small percentage of the adult white male
population could vote—often less than 50%.

— Elitist Political Culture: Politics was dominated by wealthy landowners and
aristocrats, who controlled political parties and policies.

— Restricted Political Participation: Citizens' involvement was often limited
to voting in elections and occasional political meetings, with little
influence on policy-making.

This system contributed to the perception that the political system was
disconnected from the common man, fueling demands for reforms that would
democratize political participation.

The Big Change: Abolition of Property
Requirements

The most transformative change prior to Jackson's election was the widespread
abolition of property qualifications for voting among white men. This reform
unfolded gradually across the states in the early 19th century, culminating
in a significant expansion of the electorate.

How Did the Property Suffrage Expand?

1. State-Level Reforms:

- Many states, especially in the North and West, began removing property
restrictions between 1800 and 1820.

- For example, states like Kentucky (1792), Ohio (1803), and Indiana (1816)
eliminated property requirements.

- By the 1820s, nearly all states had relaxed or abolished property
requirements for white male voters, except for a few like Massachusetts and
Virginia.

2. Legal and Political Motivations:

— The rise of Jacksonian Democracy promoted the idea that all white men
should have an equal voice in government.

— Democratic political parties, especially the Democratic—-Republicans and
later the Democrats, championed broadening suffrage to mobilize the masses.

3. Effects on the Electorate:

— The electorate grew exponentially—from about 350,000 voters in 1824 to over
2 million by 1828.

- The new voters included farmers, laborers, and frontier settlers—groups
previously excluded from political participation.

Significance of the Expansion

— Democratization of Politics: The removal of property restrictions shifted



political power from the elite to the common man.

— Increased Voter Turnout: With more eligible voters, participation in
elections soared, making elections more representative of the population.

- Emergence of a Mass Politics: Politicians now targeted broader audiences,
employing new campaign techniques such as rallies, parades, and mass
meetings.

Other Reforms That Bolstered Democratic
Participation

While the abolition of property requirements was paramount, other reforms
complemented this transformation, further democratizing American politics
prior to Jackson's presidency.

1. Development of Political Parties and Campaigning

— The decline of the Federalist Party and the rise of the Democratic-—
Republicans (and later Democrats and Whigs) reflected a shift toward more
organized and mass-based political parties.

— Parties began to actively seek to mobilize voters through:

— Public rallies

— Campaign paraphernalia

— Personal appeals and speeches

2. The Rise of the "Common Man"

— Jacksonian Democrats emphasized the virtues of the "common man" and
promoted policies that favored the average citizen.

— Campaign messages focused on themes of equality, opportunity, and
opposition to elitism.

3. Changes in Voting Procedures

— States adopted more accessible voting procedures:

— Use of paper ballots instead of cumbersome, property-based voting methods
— Elimination of voting restrictions that required voters to take specific
oaths or pay fees

— These procedural reforms made voting simpler and more accessible.

4. Education and Literacy

- Expansion of public education increased literacy rates, enabling more
citizens to participate effectively in political processes.

— Education campaigns and newspapers helped disseminate political ideas to
the masses.



The Political Impact of These Changes

The expansion of suffrage and related reforms had profound effects on
American politics:

— Increased Voter Turnout: Elections saw record participation, signifying a
more engaged electorate.

— Shift in Political Power: Power moved away from traditional elites toward
populist leaders who appealed directly to the common voter.

- Emergence of Personal Campaigning: Candidates began to appeal to emotions
and personal qualities rather than just political ideas.

— Rise of Jacksonian Democracy: Jackson's own rise epitomized the new
democratic spirit—championing the interests of the "ordinary" citizen.

How These Changes Paved the Way for Jackson

Jackson's appeal was rooted in his image as a man of the people—an embodiment
of the newly expanded electorate. The broadening of voting rights meant that
his message resonated with a much larger and more diverse group of Americans,
contributing significantly to his electoral success.

Critiques and Limitations of the Democratic
Expansion

While these reforms significantly increased democratic participation, they
also had limitations:

— Racial Disenfranchisement: Despite expanding suffrage for white men,
African Americans and Native Americans remained largely disenfranchised.

— Gender Restrictions: Women were still excluded from voting altogether.

— Continued Class Divisions: Economic inequality persisted, and the political
system still favored certain groups over others.

— Voter Manipulation and Corruption: As the electorate grew, some practices
such as patronage, bribery, and electoral fraud became more prevalent.

Conclusion: A Transformative Shift Toward
Democracy

In sum, the most significant change that increased democracy prior to
Jackson’s election was the elimination of property requirements for white
male voters. This reform expanded the electorate dramatically, making
America's political system more inclusive and representative of its broader
population. It laid the foundation for the era of Jacksonian Democracy,
characterized by greater political participation, populist appeals, and a
shift toward a more egalitarian political culture.



This transformation marked the transition from an elite-dominated political
landscape to one where the "common man" had a voice in shaping the nation's
future. While it was not without its shortcomings, the abolition of property
restrictions remains a defining milestone in the ongoing evolution of
American democracy—one that set the stage for future expansions of voting
rights and political equality.
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