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The speech delivered by President Ronald Reagan at Moscow State University on March 20, 1988, remains
one of the most iconic moments in Cold War history. During his visit to the Soviet Union, Reagan sought to
communicate a message of openness, hope, and the desire for a future free of nuclear threat. Among the
many lines he delivered, some have been scrutinized and debated over the years to determine which parts
are factual, which are rhetorical, and which might have carried symbolic significance. Understanding the
factual basis of Reagan’s statements is crucial for historians, scholars, and anyone interested in Cold War
diplomacy. This article explores the key lines from Reagan’s address, examines their factual accuracy, and
provides context to better understand their significance.

---

Context of Reagan’s Moscow State University Speech
Before delving into specific lines, it’s essential to understand the context in which President Reagan
delivered his speech. The visit to Moscow marked a pivotal point in Cold War diplomacy, symbolizing a
willingness to engage in dialogue despite ideological differences. Reagan aimed to challenge the Soviet
Union to pursue reforms and openness, famously advocating for increased transparency and the reduction
of nuclear arsenals.

Key themes of Reagan’s speech included:
- The importance of mutual understanding
- The desire for peace and nuclear disarmament
- Criticism of totalitarian regimes
- A call for reform and openness in the Soviet Union

With this backdrop, some lines from the speech have gained particular prominence for their directness and
influence.

---

Notable Lines and Their Factual Basis



Line 1: “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”
Perhaps the most famous line from Reagan’s address is his call to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev:

Claim: Reagan explicitly urged Gorbachev to dismantle the Berlin Wall.

Factual accuracy: While the line as quoted was a paraphrase and was not part of the original speech
script, Reagan did make a similar statement during a speech at the Brandenburg Gate in West Berlin
on June 12, 1987. In that speech, he said, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”

Historical significance: The statement was symbolic and became a rallying cry for the movement to
end division in Berlin, and it is historically accurate that Reagan expressed this sentiment publicly.

Conclusion:
The line “tear down this wall” is a factually accurate quote from Reagan’s 1987 speech and is often
associated with his address at Moscow State University because it captures his stance on ending Cold War
divisions.

---

Line 2: “We seek cooperation, not conflict.”
Another line from Reagan’s speech emphasizes the desire for peaceful coexistence:

Claim: Reagan expressed a desire for cooperation with the Soviet Union.

Factual accuracy: This is consistent with Reagan’s overall policy positions and rhetoric during his
presidency, which increasingly shifted toward diplomacy and arms control. While the exact phrase
may vary in transcripts, the sentiment was genuine and reflected U.S. policy objectives.

Conclusion:
The statement that Reagan sought cooperation over conflict aligns with his diplomatic efforts, making it a
factual representation of his intentions.

---



Line 3: “The Soviet Union and the United States have the potential to
cooperate for the betterment of mankind.”
This optimistic outlook echoes Reagan’s increasingly constructive approach to Cold War diplomacy.

Claim: Reagan believed both superpowers could work together for global good.

Factual accuracy: Reagan did express this belief publicly, especially after signing the INF Treaty in
1987, which was a major arms control agreement. His speeches often highlighted the potential for
cooperation, making this statement factually accurate.

Conclusion:
Reagan’s optimism about superpower cooperation is well-documented and reflects his actual stance during
the late 1980s.

---

Line 4: “The Soviet Union is a land of great potential.”
This statement is more interpretive and less of a concrete fact, but it aligns with Reagan’s view of the
Soviet Union’s capabilities.

Claim: Reagan acknowledged the Soviet Union’s potential for reform and progress.

Factual accuracy: While not a precise quote, Reagan did recognize the strength and capacity of the
Soviet Union, especially in technology and human resources, making this a true reflection of his
views.

Conclusion:
This line, while somewhat general, is consistent with Reagan’s recognition of the Soviet Union’s potential,
making it a factual statement about his perspective.

---



Line 5: “We are all citizens of the world.”
This more philosophical statement underscores the shared humanity of all peoples.

Claim: Reagan promoted a global perspective emphasizing unity among all nations.

Factual accuracy: While not a direct quote from the speech, Reagan often spoke about the importance
of global cooperation and shared values, making this an accurate reflection of his diplomatic rhetoric.

Conclusion:
The sentiment of global citizenship aligns with Reagan’s messages of peace and unity, and is rooted in his
actual diplomatic language.

---

Which Lines Are Factually Accurate? A Summary
Based on the analysis above, the following lines from Reagan’s address can be confirmed as factually
accurate or faithful representations of his views:

“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” – A paraphrased version of his famous speech at the Berlin1.
Wall.

“We seek cooperation, not conflict.” – Consistent with Reagan’s diplomatic stance.2.

“The Soviet Union and the United States have the potential to cooperate for the betterment of3.
mankind.” – Reflects Reagan’s optimistic view of superpower relations.

“The Soviet Union is a land of great potential.” – An acknowledgment of Soviet capabilities.4.

“We are all citizens of the world.” – Expresses Reagan’s view of shared human values.5.

Note: Some lines are paraphrased or summarized, but they accurately capture Reagan’s intentions and
beliefs during his presidency.

---



Analysis of the Impact of Reagan’s Words
The lines from Reagan’s Moscow address and related speeches had a profound impact on Cold War
diplomacy. His call to Gorbachev at the Berlin Wall, in particular, became a symbol of the push toward the
end of the division of Germany and the eventual fall of the Wall in 1989. Reagan’s emphasis on cooperation
and shared human potential helped soften ideological tensions and opened pathways for negotiations.

Key takeaways include:
- The importance of presidential rhetoric in shaping international relations
- The power of symbolic language in diplomacy
- How factual statements can bolster diplomatic efforts or inspire change

---

Conclusion
Determining which line from President Reagan’s address at Moscow State University is a fact involves
examining the historical context, transcripts, and Reagan’s known positions. The most iconic line, “Mr.
Gorbachev, tear down this wall,” is a verified quote from a different speech but closely related in spirit.
Other lines emphasizing cooperation, potential, and shared humanity are consistent with Reagan’s
diplomatic record and public statements. Their factual basis underscores Reagan’s role as a leader advocating
for peace, reform, and the eventual end of Cold War hostilities.

Understanding the factual accuracy of these statements not only enhances our appreciation of Reagan’s
diplomacy but also reminds us of the power of words in shaping history. As history has shown, rhetoric can
inspire action, and in Reagan’s case, his words helped pave the way for a new era of East-West relations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which line from President Reagan's address at Moscow State University
is considered a factual statement?
President Reagan stated, 'Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall,' which is a call for the physical and
ideological removal of the Berlin Wall, reflecting a factual desire for increased openness and eventual
reunification.

Is the statement 'Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall' from Reagan's



Moscow speech based on fact?
While not a factual statement in the literal sense, it is a factual expression of U.S. policy and a call for the
removal of the Berlin Wall, which eventually occurred in 1989.

What part of Reagan's Moscow State University address is a verifiable
fact?
The fact is that Reagan delivered the speech at Moscow State University on March 11, 1988, during his
visit to the USSR.

Did President Reagan actually say 'tear down this wall' during his
Moscow speech?
No, the famous phrase 'tear down this wall' was part of Reagan's speech in Berlin, not at Moscow State
University, though he did discuss the importance of openness and reform during his Moscow visit.

Which statement from Reagan’s Moscow address is a factual reflection of
U.S.-Soviet relations?
Reagan emphasized the importance of dialogue and reducing nuclear arms, which are factual aspects of the
ongoing U.S.-Soviet diplomatic efforts during his presidency.

Additional Resources
Which Line From President Reagan's Address At Moscow State University Is A Fact?

In 1988, during a pivotal moment in Cold War history, then-President Ronald Reagan delivered a speech
at Moscow State University that resonated across the globe. This address marked a significant diplomatic
gesture aimed at easing tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union. Amidst the carefully
curated rhetoric and diplomatic nuances, one line stands out as particularly noteworthy: the assertion that
“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” While often associated with Reagan’s Western speeches, the actual
wording of this phrase is a subject of historical scrutiny and debate. This article delves into the context,
content, and factual accuracy of the lines from Reagan’s Moscow address, exploring which statements hold
verifiable truth and which are subject to interpretation or embellishment.

---



Context of Reagan’s Moscow State University Speech

To understand which lines from Reagan’s address are factual, it’s essential to grasp the broader historical and
political context.

The Cold War Climate in 1988
By 1988, the Cold War had persisted for over four decades, characterized by ideological rivalry, nuclear
arms race, and diplomatic brinkmanship. However, the period also marked a thaw in relations, driven by
leadership changes and mutual interest in reducing tensions. Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies of glasnost
(openness) and perestroika (restructuring) initiated reforms within the Soviet Union and created an
atmosphere conducive to dialogue.

The Significance of the Moscow Address
Reagan’s visit was historic—it was the first time a sitting U.S. president spoke at Moscow State University.
The speech aimed to foster mutual understanding, highlight shared values, and challenge the Soviet Union
to consider reforms, especially regarding human rights and political openness. Reagan’s tone was generally
conciliatory but included notable moments of directness, which garnered both praise and criticism.

---

Analyzing Key Lines from Reagan’s Speech

The speech contained numerous memorable lines, some of which are often misquoted or taken out of
context. To analyze their factual basis, each must be examined within the speech’s original text.

“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”
This line is arguably the most famous quote associated with Reagan’s Moscow speech. Delivered on June
12, 1987, at the Brandenburg Gate near the Berlin Wall, it was a bold call to action.

Fact Check:
- Origin and Context: The phrase was part of Reagan’s speech at the Berlin Wall, not at Moscow State
University. The speech was delivered at the Brandenburg Gate, which physically separated West Berlin
from East Berlin.
- Exact Wording: The precise line was, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” It was a direct appeal to
Gorbachev to dismantle the Berlin Wall, symbolizing a desire for increased freedom and the end of



division.
- Historical Accuracy: The line is a factual quote from Reagan’s speech at that specific location. It did not
appear in his Moscow State University address.
- Impact: The phrase became iconic in Cold War history, symbolizing U.S. pressure on the Soviet Union to
reform.

Conclusion: While this line is factual, it is not from Reagan’s Moscow State University speech but from his
Berlin speech. Its inclusion in discussions about Reagan’s Moscow address often results from confusion due
to its popularity.

“Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of justice.”
This line encapsulates a broader philosophical stance on peace and justice.

Fact Check:
- Origin: This phrase is widely attributed to Martin Luther King Jr., though variations exist. Reagan
alluded to similar sentiments during his speeches, emphasizing justice as a foundation for peace.
- In the Moscow Address: There is no record that Reagan explicitly used this exact phrase during his
Moscow State University speech.
- Factuality: The idea that peace involves justice aligns with Reagan’s diplomatic rhetoric, but the specific
wording is not a verified quote from his 1988 address.

Conclusion: This line, while philosophically consistent with Reagan’s views, is not a direct quote from his
Moscow speech and thus not a factual line from that specific context.

“The Soviet Union is a nation of 15 republics, each with its own history,
language, and culture.”
This statement is straightforward and factual.

Fact Check:
- Content: The Soviet Union, prior to its dissolution in 1991, was composed of 15 constituent republics,
including Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and others.
- Historical Accuracy: Reagan accurately described the structure of the USSR, emphasizing its diversity.
- Implication: The statement was used to underline the complexity of the Soviet Union and the potential
for internal reform and change.

Conclusion: This line is a factual and accurate description of the Soviet Union’s political structure in 1988.



“We seek a world where nations can live in peace, free from the threat of
nuclear war.”
This line reflects the overarching goal of Reagan’s diplomatic outreach.

Fact Check:
- Context: Reagan consistently advocated for nuclear disarmament and peace during his presidency.
- In the Speech: While the specific phrase may vary, the sentiment aligns with Reagan’s publicly stated
goals during his Moscow visit, emphasizing peace and arms reduction.
- Factuality: The statement is an accurate reflection of Reagan’s diplomatic stance at the time.

Conclusion: The line is representative of Reagan’s official policy and intentions, thus factual within the
context of his speech.

---

Identifying Which Lines Are Factual and Which Are Not

Based on the above analysis, we can summarize the factual accuracy of notable lines from Reagan’s Moscow
State University address:

Factual Lines:
- The description of the USSR’s structure involving 15 republics.
- The general aim of seeking peace and reducing nuclear threats.
- The historical context of the Cold War and Reagan’s diplomatic approach.

Non-Factual or Misattributed Lines:
- “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” – This is a verified quote but from a different speech at the Berlin
Wall.
- Specific philosophical quotes like “Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of justice” – unless
directly cited from the speech, these are paraphrased or attributed elsewhere.

---

The Significance of Verifying Political Statements

In an era where political rhetoric often blends fact and persuasion, verifying the factual basis of statements
is crucial for understanding historical events accurately. Reagan’s speech at Moscow State University, like
many diplomatic speeches, contained a mixture of factual assertions, strategic messaging, and rhetorical



flourishes designed to appeal to both domestic and international audiences.

Why It Matters:
- Clarifies historical record and prevents misconceptions.
- Highlights the diplomatic nuances of Reagan’s approach—balancing honesty with strategic messaging.
- Reinforces the importance of context in interpreting political speeches.

---

Conclusion: Which Line Is a Fact?

The most straightforward factual line from Reagan’s Moscow State University address is his description of
the Soviet Union’s makeup—its 15 republics—and his expressed desire for peace and disarmament.
Conversely, the famous “tear down this wall” line, while factual, is from a different speech at a different
location, often associated with Reagan’s overall stance but not directly from his Moscow address.

In essence, the line that can be definitively identified as a fact from Reagan’s Moscow State University
speech is his acknowledgment of the USSR’s diverse composition and the aspiration for peaceful
coexistence. The other memorable lines, especially those with philosophical or rhetorical flourish, should be
understood within their appropriate contexts and may not be direct quotations from that specific speech.

Final Reflection:
Understanding which lines are factual helps appreciate Reagan’s diplomatic legacy and the nuances of Cold
War rhetoric. It underscores the importance of precise attribution and contextual comprehension when
analyzing historic speeches and political statements.

---
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