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When exploring the diverse world of architecture, especially roof designs, it's essential to
understand the main types that define the structural and aesthetic character of buildings. Roofs are
not only functional components protecting structures from the elements but also key elements that
contribute to the overall style and architectural identity. Among the many roof styles, there are six
primary architectural types widely recognized by architects, builders, and design enthusiasts. These
six main roof types include gable, hip, flat, shed, gambrel, and mansard roofs. However, in the vast
universe of roofing options, there are many styles that do not fall into these categories, and
identifying which one is not part of the core six is crucial for architects and homeowners alike. This
article delves into the six main roof architectural types, explores their defining features, and clarifies
which roofing styles are exceptions, helping you better understand the diversity and classification of
roof designs.

Understanding the Six Main Roof Architectural Types

Before identifying which roof style does not belong to the main six, it’s important to understand what
characterizes each of these primary types. Each has unique structural features, historical
significance, and aesthetic appeal.

1. Gable Roof

The gable roof is perhaps the most recognizable and common roof style worldwide. It features two
sloping sides that meet at a central ridge, creating a triangular profile known as a gable.

Key features of gable roofs:

- Simple triangular shape

- Provides good water drainage

- Allows for attic space and ventilation

- Widely used in residential architecture

Advantages:

- Cost-effective to build

- Excellent for snowy climates due to steep slopes
- Easy to modify and add dormers



2. Hip Roof

A hip roof has four sloping sides, all of which meet at the top to form a ridge or a point. It’s more
complex than a gable roof but offers enhanced stability.

Key features of hip roofs:

- All sides slope downward toward the walls
- Typically has a gentle slope

- Provides better wind resistance

Advantages:

- More durable in high wind and storm-prone regions
- Offers uniform eaves for better shading

- Suitable for various architectural styles

3. Flat Roof

Flat roofs are, as the name suggests, nearly level with a slight pitch for drainage. They are common
in modern and contemporary architecture.

Key features of flat roofs:

- Minimal slope (usually less than 10 degrees)
- Easy to access for maintenance

- Often used in commercial buildings

Advantages:

- Provides additional usable space (rooftop gardens, terraces)
- Simplifies construction and interior design

- Allows for installation of solar panels and HVAC units

4. Shed Roof

The shed roof, also called a skillion roof, features a single sloping surface. It’s a minimalist style
often used in modern homes and extensions.

Key features of shed roofs:

- One inclined plane

- Often combined with other roof types for modern aesthetics
- Allows for high windows and natural light

Advantages:

- Simple construction

- Offers excellent drainage

- Creates striking architectural lines



5. Gambrel Roof

Often seen in barn architecture, the gambrel roof has two slopes on each side—an upper steep slope
and a lower, shallower slope, creating a distinctive profile.

Key features of gambrel roofs:
- Provides maximum interior space in the attic
- Classic in Dutch Colonial and barn architecture

Advantages:

- Expansive storage or living space
- Distinctive aesthetic appeal

- Suitable for second-story additions

6. Mansard Roof

The mansard roof is a variation of the gambrel, characterized by four sides with two slopes each—an
upper and a lower. The lower slope is steeper, often nearly vertical.

Key features of mansard roofs:

- Creates a full upper story (mansard attic)
- French architectural influence

- Often ornate and decorative

Advantages:

- Maximizes usable space

- Allows for elaborate design details

- Adds a dramatic, classical appearance

Common Roof Types Not Included in the Main Six

While the six types above cover a broad spectrum of traditional and modern designs, the world of
architecture features many other roof styles that do not fall into these categories. Recognizing which
styles are exceptions helps clarify architectural classifications.

Examples of Roof Types Outside the Main Six

- Butterfly Roof: Characterized by two roof surfaces sloping inward towards a central valley,
resembling a butterfly’s wings. Popular in modern eco-friendly homes.

- Sawtooth Roof: Composed of a series of ridges with steep slopes, often used in factories and
industrial buildings to maximize daylight.

- Jerkinhead Roof (Clipped Gable): Combines gable and hip features, with gable ends clipped or



truncated.

- Bonnet Roof: Features a curved, overhanging eave, often seen in cottage-style architecture.

- Curved or Bow Roof: Features a gentle or dramatic curve, often used in contemporary or artistic
architecture.

- Dome Roof: A rounded, hemispherical roof, often found in religious or monumental structures.

Which Roof Style Is Not One Of The Six Main Types?

Given the extensive variety of roof styles, it’s clear that not all are part of the six main architectural
types. For example, the butterfly roof is a notable style that does not fit into the traditional
categories of gable, hip, flat, shed, gambrel, or mansard roofs.

Why the butterfly roof is not part of the main six:

- Its unique V-shape is distinct from the typical sloped, gabled, or complex multi-slope designs.
- It is primarily associated with modern, eco-friendly, and minimalist architecture.

- Its structural design differs significantly from the traditional forms.

Conclusion:

The main six roof architectural types—gable, hip, flat, shed, gambrel, and mansard—serve as
foundational categories in building design, each with its distinct structural and aesthetic qualities.
However, the architectural landscape is rich with innovative and hybrid styles that extend beyond
these classifications. Recognizing styles like the butterfly roof, sawtooth roof, and dome roof helps
distinguish traditional from modern and experimental designs.

In summary, when asked which of the following is not one of the six main roof architectural types,
styles such as the butterfly roof, with its distinctive V-shape, clearly stand apart from the core six.
Understanding these distinctions not only enhances architectural literacy but also aids homeowners,
designers, and builders in making informed decisions about roof designs that best suit their
aesthetic preferences and functional needs.

Final Thoughts on Roof Architectural Types

Choosing the right roof style depends on various factors, including climate, architectural style,
budget, and personal preference. While the six main types provide a solid foundation, exploring
other styles can lead to innovative and visually striking building designs. Whether you're
constructing a new home, renovating an existing one, or simply expanding your architectural
knowledge, understanding the classifications of roof types is essential for creating structures that
are both functional and beautiful.
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By understanding which roof styles are part of the six main types and recognizing the exceptions,
homeowners and architects can better plan and execute their building projects, ensuring structural
integrity and aesthetic appeal.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which of the following is not classified as one of the six main
roof architectural types?

Gable roof

Is the mansard roof considered one of the six main roof
architectural styles?

Yes, the mansard roof is one of the six main roof types.

Which roof type is not typically included in the six main
architectural styles: Hip, Gable, Flat, Shed, Gambrel, or
Butterfly?

Flat roof is generally not considered one of the six main traditional roof types.

Can a dome roof be classified among the six main roof
architectural types?

No, dome roofs are specialized structures and not included in the six main traditional roof types.



Is the sawtooth roof one of the six main roof architectural
types?

No, the sawtooth roof is a specialized design and not part of the main six types.

Which of these is NOT a main roof type: Mansard, Gable, Flat,
or Butterfly?

Butterfly roof is not considered one of the six main traditional roof types.

Are clerestory roofs part of the six main roof architectural
types?

No, clerestory roofs are a specific design feature, not one of the six main types.

Does the gambrel roof count as one of the six main
architectural roof types?

Yes, the gambrel roof is included among the six main types.

Which roof style is more of a modern innovation and not in the
traditional six main types?

The butterfly roof is considered a modern and non-traditional roof style.

Is the shed roof part of the six main roof architectural types?

Yes, the shed roof is one of the six main traditional roof types.

Additional Resources
Which Of The Following Is Not One Of The Six Main Roof Architectural Types?

When exploring the world of architecture, particularly residential and commercial building design,
one of the fundamental elements that defines a structure’s aesthetic and functional character is its
roof. Roof styles are as varied as the buildings they crown, each serving specific purposes, weather
considerations, and stylistic preferences. Among architects, builders, and homeowners alike,
understanding the primary roof types is essential for making informed decisions about design,
durability, and overall harmony of a building. But with numerous roof styles in existence, a common
question arises: which of the following is not one of the six main roof architectural types?

In this article, we will delve into the six primary roof types that dominate architectural design,
explore their characteristics, advantages, and limitations, and then identify which roof style, despite
its presence in popular culture, does not belong in this core group. By the end, readers will have a
clear understanding of the main roof types and be able to distinguish them from less common or
stylistically specific options.



The Six Main Roof Architectural Types

Architectural design is rooted in functionality, climate adaptability, and aesthetic appeal. Over
centuries, certain roof styles have emerged as staples in construction, each with distinct shapes and
structural features. The six main types are:

1. Gable Roof

2. Hip Roof

3. Flat Roof

4. Shed Roof

5. Gambrel Roof
6. Mansard Roof

Let’s explore each in detail to understand what makes them central to architectural design.

Gable Roof: The Classic Triangular Profile

Definition and Structure

The gable roof, also known as a pitched or peaked roof, features two sloping sides that meet at a
central ridge, forming a triangular section called a gable at each end. This simple yet effective
design is perhaps the most recognizable roof style worldwide.

Characteristics

- Symmetrical slopes on either side

- A prominent triangular gable at the ends

- Typically constructed with rafters or trusses

- Allows for efficient water runoff and snow shedding

Advantages

- Ease of construction and cost-effectiveness

- Provides ample attic space and ventilation

- Suitable for various architectural styles, from traditional to modern

Limitations

- Vulnerable to wind damage if not properly reinforced
- Gable ends can be susceptible to water infiltration if poorly maintained

Applications

Gable roofs are common in residential homes, barns, and small commercial buildings, especially in
regions with moderate climates.



Hip Roof: The All-Around Sloped Design
Definition and Structure

A hip roof features four sloping sides that converge at a ridge or a peak, creating a more complex,
pyramid-like shape on square or rectangular layouts.

Characteristics

- All sides slope downward toward the walls

- No vertical ends like gables

- Usually includes eaves that extend beyond the walls
Advantages

- Greater stability and wind resistance compared to gable roofs
- Provides better durability in storm-prone areas

- Offers additional shade and protection from the elements

Limitations

- More complex and costly to construct
- Less attic space compared to gable roofs

Applications

Hip roofs are popular in bungalow-style homes, Mediterranean architecture, and regions with high
wind or snow loads.

Flat Roof: The Modern and Minimalist Approach
Definition and Structure

As the name suggests, flat roofs are almost horizontal, with a slight pitch (usually 1-3 degrees) to
facilitate drainage. They are common in contemporary architecture.

Characteristics

- Flat or nearly flat surface

- Often used in commercial buildings, modern homes, and urban settings

- Typically constructed using membrane systems like EPDM, TPO, or built-up roofing
Advantages

- Provides additional usable space for terraces, gardens, or solar panels

- Easier to access for maintenance and repairs

- Sleek, minimalist aesthetic

Limitations



- Requires meticulous waterproofing to prevent leaks
- Limited in regions with heavy rainfall or snow accumulation
- Less effective at insulation unless properly designed

Applications

Widely used in commercial buildings, loft apartments, and modern residential designs.

Shed Roof: The Single Slope
Definition and Structure

The shed roof, also called a lean-to roof, consists of a single sloping plane. It’s often used on
extensions or modern designs that emphasize clean lines.

Characteristics

- One continuous slope from one end to the other

- Can be oriented in various directions based on sunlight or aesthetic preferences
- Simplistic construction

Advantages

- Cost-effective and straightforward to build

- Maximizes sunlight exposure if oriented properly

- Suitable for contemporary and minimalistic architectures

Limitations

- Limited attic or storage space
- Less effective at shedding large amounts of snow or water if not properly designed

Applications

Common in modern homes, additions, and structures like sheds or pergolas.

Gambrel Roof: The Barn-Style Profile
Definition and Structure

The gambrel roof resembles a barn roof, with two slopes on each side: a steeper lower slope and a
shallower upper slope. This design maximizes interior space.

Characteristics

- Symmetrical with two different pitch angles
- Creates a spacious attic or upper level



- Often associated with rural or traditional American architecture
Advantages

- Provides significant headroom in upper levels

- Aesthetic appeal in rustic or colonial styles

- Efficient use of materials for maximum interior space

Limitations

- More complex framing and construction
- Not suited for all climates or architectural styles

Applications

Popular in barn conversions, colonial-style homes, and rural properties.

Mansard Roof: The French-Inspired Elegance
Definition and Structure

The mansard roof features four sides, each with two slopes: a steep lower slope and a shallower
upper slope. This creates a full upper story under the roof, often with dormer windows.

Characteristics

- Offers maximum usable space within a compact footprint

- Often richly detailed with dormers and decorative elements
- Named after the French architect Francois Mansart
Advantages

- Expands interior space without increasing building height

- Offers a distinctive, elegant aesthetic

- Suitable for creating "hidden" attic or living space

Limitations

- More costly and complex to design and build
- Requires careful waterproofing and maintenance

Applications

Common in Parisian and Victorian architecture, as well as in upscale residential developments.

Identifying the Outlier: Which Roof Style Is Not Among the Main Six?



Having explored these six primary roof types, the question becomes: which of the following is not
one of these main types? Common distractors or less typical options often include styles like:

- Butterfly Roof

- Bonnet Roof

- Jerkinhead Roof
- Dome Roof

While some of these are recognized in architectural circles, they are generally considered secondary
or stylistic variations rather than primary classifications.

Butterfly Roof, for example, is a distinctive style characterized by two inward-sloping sides meeting
at a valley in the center, resembling a butterfly’s wings. Although popular in modern, eco-friendly
designs for its aesthetic and rainwater harvesting advantages, it is not traditionally categorized
among the six main roof types.

Similarly, the Dome Roof—a rounded, hemispherical shape—is a unique architectural form used in
religious, governmental, and cultural buildings but is not classified within the six main types used
for typical residential or commercial structures.

The Bottom Line: Clarifying the Main and the Unusual

Understanding the core six main roof types is essential for architects, builders, and homeowners.
These styles provide a foundation for building design, offering a balance of form, function, and
aesthetic appeal. They are:

- Gable

- Hip

- Flat

- Shed

- Gambrel
- Mansard

Other roof styles, while visually striking or functionally specific, fall outside this primary group.
Styles like the butterfly roof, dome roof, or bonnet roof are architectural variations or specialized
forms, not part of the fundamental classification.

Therefore, if presented with options such as:

- Gable

- Hip

- Flat

- Butterfly
- Mansard

The Butterfly roof would be the style that is not one of the six main roof types.



Final Thoughts

The choice of a roof style impacts not only the building’s appearance but also its structural integrity,
energy efficiency, and suitability to the environment. Mastering the six main roof types provides a
solid foundation for understanding architectural design and making informed decisions about
building projects.

While innovative and stylistic variations will always push the boundaries of traditional design,
recognizing the core roof types remains essential. Whether you're a homeowner considering a new
roof, an architect designing a new project, or simply an enthusiast of architectural history, knowing
which styles belong to the main group—and which do not—enhances your appreciation and expertise
in the field.

In conclusion, the landscape of roof architecture is diverse and fascinating. But among the core
classifications, styles like the butterfly or dome roofs stand apart as specialized or modern
adaptations, not part of the traditional six main types. Recognizing this distinction is key to
understanding architectural fundamentals and appreciating the rich variety of roof designs around
the world.
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