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Lucy Stone was a prominent suffragist, abolitionist, and advocate for social justice in the 19th century. Her
support for the Fifteenth Amendment, which granted African American men the right to vote, was rooted in her
broader commitment to equality and justice. In this article, we will explore two primary reasons why Lucy
Stone championed the Fifteenth Amendment, shedding light on her motivations and the historical context that
influenced her stance.

Understanding Lucy Stone’s Background and Principles

Before diving into the specific reasons, it’s essential to understand Lucy Stone’s background. She was one of
the first women in the United States to keep her maiden name after marriage and was a passionate advocate for
women’s rights and abolition. Her dedication to social reform was driven by her belief in universal human rights
and her conviction that societal progress depended on expanding democratic rights to marginalized groups.

Reason 1: Commitment to Racial Equality and Abolition

Historical Context of the Post-Civil War Era
The period following the Civil War, known as Reconstruction, was marked by efforts to rebuild the nation and
establish civil rights for formerly enslaved African Americans. The Fifteenth Amendment, ratified in 1870, was a
landmark legislation that aimed to secure voting rights regardless of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude.

Lucy Stone’s Support for Racial Justice
Lucy Stone believed that the fight for racial equality was a moral imperative and aligned with her abolitionist
principles. Her support for the Fifteenth Amendment was driven by the conviction that:

- Universal Human Rights: She believed that voting rights should be extended to all men, regardless of race, as
a fundamental aspect of equality.
- End of Racial Discrimination: Supporting the amendment was a way to combat racial discrimination and
promote social justice.
- Solidarity with African Americans: She saw the enfranchisement of Black men as a step toward a more just
and equitable society, recognizing their struggles and contributions.

Alignment with Abolitionist Values
Lucy Stone’s early activism was deeply rooted in the abolitionist movement. She viewed the fight for Black
men’s suffrage as a natural extension of her efforts to end slavery. Supporting the Fifteenth Amendment
allowed her to:



- Maintain her commitment to ending racial oppression.
- Demonstrate solidarity with African Americans seeking civil rights.
- Uphold her belief that democracy must be inclusive of all races.

Reason 2: Strategic Support for Women’s Rights and Political
Progress

Balancing Women’s Suffrage and Racial Equality
While Lucy Stone was a staunch advocate for women’s voting rights, she recognized the importance of
supporting broader civil rights initiatives, even if they did not immediately include women. Her support for the
Fifteenth Amendment was also strategic:

- Advancing Democratic Principles: She believed that expanding voting rights to Black men was essential for
strengthening democracy.
- Building Alliances: Supporting the amendment helped forge alliances with African American leaders and other
reformers, which could eventually benefit women’s suffrage efforts.
- Incremental Progress: Stone understood that social reform often involved gradual steps, and backing the
Fifteenth Amendment was part of a larger strategy toward universal suffrage.

Impact on the Women’s Rights Movement
Although some women’s rights activists opposed the Fifteenth Amendment because it did not include women,
Lucy Stone’s position reflected her pragmatic approach:

- She prioritized advancing civil rights for all marginalized groups.
- Her support helped shape the broader social movement toward equality.
- She believed that securing voting rights for Black men was a necessary foundation for future progress,
including women’s suffrage.

Additional Considerations in Lucy Stone’s Support

While the two main reasons discussed are central to her support, other factors also influenced her stance:

- Moral and Ethical Convictions: Her unwavering belief in justice and equality propelled her to support civil
rights initiatives.
- Experience with Oppression: Having faced gender discrimination herself, she empathized with struggles against
racial injustice.
- Political Strategy: Recognizing the political landscape of the time, she saw supporting the Fifteenth
Amendment as a means to promote broader social reforms.

Conclusion: Lucy Stone’s Legacy and Her Support for the Fifteenth
Amendment

Lucy Stone’s support for the Fifteenth Amendment was a reflection of her deep commitment to equality, justice,
and social progress. Her backing was motivated by her belief in racial justice, her abolitionist principles, and her
strategic understanding of political alliances and incremental reform. By advocating for the amendment, she
demonstrated her dedication to building a more inclusive and just society, even when her own immediate



goals—such as women’s suffrage—were not yet fully realized. Her legacy continues to inspire those who
believe in the importance of standing up for civil rights and working toward a more equitable world.

FAQs About Lucy Stone’s Support for the Fifteenth Amendment

1. Did all women’s rights activists support the Fifteenth Amendment?
No, there was division among women’s rights activists. Some, like Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B.
Anthony, opposed the amendment because it did not include women. Others, like Lucy Stone, supported it as a
step toward civil rights for all.

2. How did Lucy Stone’s support influence the women’s suffrage movement?
Her support for civil rights and the Fifteenth Amendment helped broaden the social reform movement. While some
women’s rights leaders felt betrayed, Stone’s pragmatic approach contributed to coalition-building efforts.

3. Was Lucy Stone’s support for the Fifteenth Amendment controversial?
Yes, especially among women’s suffragists who believed that voting rights should be universal regardless of
gender or race. However, Stone’s stance was rooted in her belief in racial justice and political strategy.

4. What is Lucy Stone’s lasting impact regarding civil rights?
Her support for the Fifteenth Amendment exemplifies her commitment to equality and social justice, paving the
way for future civil rights activism and highlighting the importance of strategic alliances in social reform
movements.

---

This comprehensive article has explored the key reasons behind Lucy Stone’s support for the Fifteenth
Amendment, illustrating her dedication to justice, equality, and strategic activism. Her legacy remains a
testament to the power of steadfast principles combined with pragmatic approaches to social change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the two main reasons Lucy Stone supported the Fifteenth
Amendment?

Lucy Stone supported the Fifteenth Amendment because she believed in universal suffrage regardless of race and
wanted to ensure that African American men gained voting rights, advancing the cause of equality for all.

How did Lucy Stone's support for the Fifteenth Amendment align with her
broader advocacy for women's rights?

While she supported racial equality, Lucy Stone believed that voting rights should be extended to all men
first, which she thought could eventually lead to women's suffrage, aligning her support with her broader
women's rights advocacy.



Why did Lucy Stone prioritize racial equality in her support for the
Fifteenth Amendment?

She believed that securing voting rights for African American men was a crucial step toward achieving
equality and justice for marginalized groups, including women.

Did Lucy Stone's support for the Fifteenth Amendment cause any
controversy among women's rights activists?

Yes, some women's rights activists opposed the amendment because it did not include women, but Lucy Stone
supported it to promote racial justice and believed it was a step forward for civil rights.

In what way did Lucy Stone view the Fifteenth Amendment as beneficial for
society?

She viewed it as a means to promote racial justice, expand democratic rights, and lay the groundwork for
future equality, including women's suffrage.

How did Lucy Stone reconcile her support for the Fifteenth Amendment with
her advocacy for women's voting rights?

She believed that supporting African American men's suffrage was essential for the progress of civil rights and
that women's suffrage would follow later, thus prioritizing racial equality first.

What was Lucy Stone's stance on the timing of women's suffrage in
relation to the Fifteenth Amendment?

She thought that supporting the Fifteenth Amendment was a strategic step, and that women's suffrage would
come afterward once civil rights for African Americans were secured.

How did Lucy Stone's support for the Fifteenth Amendment reflect her
commitment to equality?

Her support demonstrated her belief that all marginalized groups deserved voting rights and that racial justice
was a crucial component of achieving overall equality.

What impact did Lucy Stone's support for the Fifteenth Amendment have on
her relationships with other women's rights advocates?

It caused some disagreements, especially with suffragists who believed women's rights should take precedence,
but it also showcased her commitment to racial justice within the broader fight for equality.

Why is Lucy Stone’s support for the Fifteenth Amendment considered a
significant moment in civil rights history?

Because it demonstrated her commitment to racial equality and civil rights, even when it meant supporting an
amendment that did not immediately grant women the right to vote, highlighting the intersection of racial and
gender justice.



Additional Resources
Explain Two Reasons Why Lucy Stone Supported The Fifteenth Amendment is a compelling question that
touches on the complex intersection of gender equality and voting rights during the Reconstruction era. As a
prominent abolitionist and women's rights advocate, Lucy Stone's support for the Fifteenth Amendment— which
granted African American men the right to vote— reflects her nuanced views on social justice. Understanding
her reasoning provides deeper insight into the broader historical debates surrounding race, gender, and equality
in 19th-century America. In this article, we will explore two primary reasons why Lucy Stone supported the
Fifteenth Amendment, examining her commitment to racial justice and her strategic approach to advancing
women's suffrage.

---

The Context of the Fifteenth Amendment and Lucy Stone's Advocacy

Before delving into her reasons, it is essential to understand the historical backdrop. The Fifteenth Amendment,
ratified in 1870, was a landmark constitutional change that prohibited states from denying the right to vote
based on race, color, or previous condition of servitude. While it was celebrated by many African Americans
and abolitionists, it also sparked controversy among women's rights advocates, including Elizabeth Cady
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, because it did not extend voting rights to women.

Lucy Stone, a pioneering women's rights activist and abolitionist, found herself at the center of this debate.
Unlike Stanton and Anthony, who opposed the amendment for excluding women, Stone supported it, believing
that racial justice was a crucial step toward a more equitable society. Her stance was rooted in her broader
vision of social reform and her strategic belief in working within the existing political framework.

---

Reason 1: Commitment to Racial Justice and Anti-Slavery Principles

A Deeply Held Moral Conviction

One of the foremost reasons Lucy Stone supported the Fifteenth Amendment was her unwavering commitment to
racial justice and the principles of abolitionism. As a long-time advocate for the end of slavery and the rights
of formerly enslaved people, Stone believed that extending voting rights to African American men was a moral
imperative. Her support was rooted in her belief that racial equality was essential for the progress of justice
and human dignity.

Historical and Personal Roots in Abolitionism

Stone's early activism was intertwined with the abolitionist movement. She was a prominent speaker and
organizer for anti-slavery causes and believed that enfranchising Black men was a natural extension of the
fight against slavery. Supporting the Fifteenth Amendment aligned with her broader goal of eradicating racial
discrimination and promoting civil rights for all.

The Power of Political Progress

Stone saw the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment as a significant victory against the legacy of slavery and
racial oppression. She believed that securing voting rights for Black men would lay the foundation for a more
inclusive democracy. For her, supporting the amendment was a step toward a society where racial justice could
be achieved, and she prioritized this over immediate women's suffrage.

Highlighted Points:

- Her lifelong dedication to abolishing slavery.
- The belief that racial equality was integral to human rights.
- The conviction that political progress for Black Americans would benefit society as a whole.
- The strategic view that supporting the amendment could create a more equitable America, opening doors for
future reforms.



---

Reason 2: Strategic Approach to Achieving Women's Suffrage

Building Alliances and Political Influence

While Lucy Stone was a staunch advocate for women's rights, she also recognized the importance of
pragmatic alliances in achieving social change. Her support for the Fifteenth Amendment was partly
strategic—she believed that supporting racial voting rights could help build goodwill and influence broader
reform efforts, including women's suffrage.

The "Incremental" Strategy

Stone and her allies often employed an incremental approach to social reform. Instead of insisting on immediate
universal suffrage, she saw supporting the Fifteenth Amendment as a way to advance civil rights incrementally.
She believed that securing voting rights for Black men could, over time, pave the way for women to gain similar
rights.

Avoiding Alienation and Building Common Cause

Supporting the Fifteenth Amendment allowed Stone to avoid alienating potential allies who prioritized racial
justice. By endorsing the amendment, she fostered alliances with abolitionists and African American leaders,
which she believed could eventually translate into support for women's suffrage. This strategic stance was
rooted in her understanding that social movements are often most successful when they work together and
support each other's victories.

The "Spider Web" of Justice

Stone famously articulated her approach to reform as a "web" of interconnected causes—abolition, women's
rights, temperance, and more. Her support for the Fifteenth Amendment was part of this interconnected strategy,
believing that progress in one area could bolster efforts in others.

Highlighted Points:

- Recognizing the importance of building political alliances.
- Supporting racial voting rights as a stepping stone toward women's suffrage.
- Employing a pragmatic, incremental approach to social reform.
- Believing that victories in one area could catalyze progress across multiple causes.

---

Additional Considerations: Contrasting Views and Personal Convictions

While Lucy Stone’s support for the Fifteenth Amendment was driven by her commitment to racial justice and
strategic reform, it also placed her at odds with some fellow feminists who believed that voting rights should
be extended to women simultaneously. Her nuanced stance reflects her belief that advancing racial equality
was an essential foundation for broader social justice.

---

Conclusion: A Legacy of Pragmatism and Principles

In summary, Explain Two Reasons Why Lucy Stone Supported The Fifteenth Amendment reveals her complex
interplay of moral conviction and strategic thinking. Her support was rooted in her firm belief in racial justice
and her pragmatic approach to social reform, understanding that progress in one area could bolster efforts in
another. By supporting the Fifteenth Amendment, Lucy Stone exemplified a vision of social change that
prioritized principles of equality while employing strategic alliances to achieve broader goals.

Her stance remains a testament to the multifaceted nature of activism, where moral principles often intersect



with strategic considerations. Recognizing her reasons provides a richer understanding of the historical debates
during Reconstruction and highlights the importance of nuanced leadership in the pursuit of justice for all.

---

In essence, Lucy Stone’s support for the Fifteenth Amendment was both a moral stance rooted in her
abolitionist ideals and a strategic move designed to advance the broader cause of equality. Her legacy
continues to inspire those who believe that progress often requires a combination of principled conviction and
pragmatic strategy.
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