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The poem "A Poison Tree" by William Blake is a profound exploration of the destructive nature of
suppressed anger and the consequences of nurturing negative emotions. As a key piece in Blake's
collection, the poem vividly depicts how unexpressed wrath can grow, fester, and ultimately lead to
tragic outcomes. The conclusion of the poem serves as a pivotal moment that significantly influences
its overarching theme. Understanding how the ending impacts the poem's message provides deeper
insight into Blake's critique of emotional repression and the importance of honesty in human
relationships.

Context of "A Poison Tree"

Before delving into the conclusion's influence, it is essential to grasp the context and narrative of the
poem. "A Poison Tree" presents a speaker who harbors anger towards a friend or enemy. The poem
contrasts two approaches: one where anger is openly expressed and resolved, and another where it is
suppressed and allowed to grow. The speaker describes how, by nurturing his wrath privately, his
feelings become dangerous and ultimately result in the death of his foe.

The poem is structured as a metaphorical warning about the perils of emotional repression and the
importance of confronting issues directly. Blake's use of vivid imagery and symbolism amplifies the
poem's moral lesson, making it relevant across various contexts, from personal relationships to
societal conflicts.

The Conclusion of "A Poison Tree": A Summary

The final lines of the poem reveal a chilling outcome: the speaker's wrath, once suppressed and
cultivated, has borne deadly fruit. The poem concludes with the image of the foe's dead body, still
"poisoned" by the repressed anger that the speaker refused to confront:

"And I sunned it in the light of the moon;
It grew both day and night;
And it bore an apple bright."

The "apple bright" symbolizes the fruit of the speaker's repressed emotions—attractive yet deadly.
The last stanza emphasizes the destructive power of unaddressed anger and the tragic consequences



of emotional concealment.

How Does the Conclusion Impact the Poem's Theme?

The conclusion of "A Poison Tree" is central to reinforcing its core themes. It transforms the poem
from a simple reflection on anger to a stark warning about the potential dangers of emotional
suppression. Here are several ways in which the ending impacts the poem's overarching message:

1. Emphasizes the Dangers of Repressed Anger

The poem's ending vividly illustrates that unspoken or suppressed anger does not diminish but
instead intensifies over time. The metaphor of the "poisoned" apple signifies that bottled-up
resentment can become toxic, leading to destructive outcomes. Blake suggests that hiding anger only
allows it to grow unchecked, eventually culminating in harm both to oneself and others.

2. Highlights the Consequences of Avoidance and Dishonesty

Throughout the poem, the speaker contrasts the outcomes of expressing versus repressing emotions.
The conclusion underscores that avoiding honest communication and confrontation can lead to tragic
consequences. The dead body, symbolized by the poisoned apple, is a stark reminder that dishonesty
and emotional avoidance do not resolve conflicts but often worsen them.

3. Conveys a Moral Lesson on Emotional Honesty

Blake’s ending advocates for openness and honesty in human relationships. By showing the deadly
result of nurturing anger secretly, the poem urges readers to confront and resolve negative feelings
rather than suppress them. The conclusion reinforces the idea that emotional honesty is vital to
personal well-being and social harmony.

4. Reinforces the Theme of Nature and Growth as Symbols of
Emotional Processes

Blake uses natural imagery, such as sun, moon, and growth, to symbolize emotional states. The
conclusion’s depiction of the apple’s growth under moonlight suggests that negative emotions flourish
in secrecy and darkness. The natural metaphor underscores the inevitability of consequences when
negative feelings are left unaddressed.



5. Introduces a Sense of Inevitable Tragedy

The final imagery of the dead body and the poisoned apple imparts a sense of tragedy that
underscores the poem’s warning. It suggests that if anger is left unchecked, it will inevitably lead to
destruction, emphasizing the importance of managing and expressing emotions healthily.

Thematic Implications of the Poem’s Ending

The conclusion of "A Poison Tree" profoundly influences the interpretation of its themes. Below are
the key thematic implications:

1. The Corrosive Nature of Wrath

The poem’s ending vividly illustrates how wrath, if suppressed, becomes corrosive and deadly. The
image of the poisoned apple symbolizes the destructive potential of hidden anger, reinforcing that
internalized negative emotions can harm others and oneself.

2. The Importance of Emotional Expression

Blake’s conclusion advocates for the healthy expression of emotions. It suggests that confronting
anger and resolving conflicts openly can prevent the dangerous buildup that leads to tragedy. The
poem promotes emotional honesty as a means of avoiding destructive outcomes.

3. The Duality of Human Emotions

The ending emphasizes that emotions like anger have dual aspects—they can be either constructive
when expressed or destructive when repressed. Blake’s metaphorical apple, attractive yet deadly,
captures this duality, prompting reflection on how human emotions are managed.

4. The Consequences of Deception and Hypocrisy

The poem warns against the hypocrisy of pretending that anger does not exist. The conclusion reveals
that such deception only prolongs suffering and leads to worse repercussions, highlighting the
importance of authenticity in emotional dealings.

5. The Tragic Cost of Emotional Neglect

Finally, the ending underscores that neglecting emotional health and avoiding conflict resolution can
have tragic costs. It serves as a moral reminder that honesty and openness are vital virtues in



maintaining healthy relationships and personal integrity.

Broader Significance and Relevance

The impact of the conclusion extends beyond the poem itself, offering valuable lessons applicable to
personal, social, and even political contexts. Here are some broader implications:

- Personal Growth: Encourages individuals to confront and express their emotions healthily,
preventing internalized anger from causing harm.
- Relationship Dynamics: Highlights the importance of honesty and communication in fostering trust
and avoiding destructive misunderstandings.
- Societal Reflection: Serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of repression, hypocrisy, and
concealment in societal structures, advocating for transparency and emotional openness.
- Mental Health Awareness: Reinforces the need for emotional awareness and healthy coping
mechanisms to handle anger and resentment.

Conclusion

The conclusion of William Blake’s "A Poison Tree" is instrumental in cementing its central theme: the
destructive potential of repressed anger and the importance of emotional honesty. By depicting the
deadly outcome of nurturing wrath secretly, Blake underscores that suppression can lead to tragic
consequences. The vivid imagery and metaphorical richness of the ending serve as a moral warning,
urging individuals to confront their feelings openly and honestly.

In essence, the poem's conclusion transforms its narrative from a simple moral lesson into a powerful
commentary on human nature and emotional health. It reminds us that unchecked anger, like a
poisoned apple, may appear appealing but is ultimately destructive. Through this poignant ending,
Blake advocates for authenticity, emotional expression, and the acknowledgment of human
vulnerabilities as essential to personal and social harmony. Understanding how the conclusion
impacts the poem’s theme enriches our appreciation of Blake’s timeless message and its relevance
across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the conclusion of 'A Poison Tree' deepen the poem's
exploration of anger and its consequences?
The conclusion reveals that suppressed anger can lead to destructive outcomes, emphasizing the
importance of honesty and emotional release to avoid harmful repercussions.

What is the significance of the apple in the poem's ending,



and how does it relate to the poem's overall message?
The apple symbolizes the dangerous fruit of hidden anger, illustrating how repressed feelings can
produce something deadly and destructive, reinforcing the theme of emotional concealment.

In what way does the ending of 'A Poison Tree' affect the
reader's understanding of the narrator's emotional state?
The ending suggests that the narrator's unexpressed anger has grown into a harmful, destructive
force, highlighting the importance of expressing feelings to prevent emotional decay and harm.

How does the poem's conclusion influence its moral lesson
about handling anger?
The conclusion underscores that harboring anger in secrecy can lead to destructive consequences,
teaching the importance of honest communication and emotional health.

What role does the imagery in the poem's ending play in
reinforcing the theme of repressed versus expressed
emotions?
The vivid imagery of the poisonous apple emphasizes the dangerous outcome of unresolved anger,
illustrating how suppressed emotions can manifest as harm and destruction.

How does the final scene in 'A Poison Tree' impact the overall
tone and message of the poem?
The final scene creates a tone of foreboding and caution, reinforcing the message that unaddressed
anger can grow into something deadly, urging honesty and emotional expression.
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Introduction

William Blake’s poem "A Poison Tree" is a compelling exploration of the destructive power of
suppressed anger and the consequences of unexpressed emotions. Central to understanding this
poem is analyzing how its conclusion influences and reinforces its overarching themes. The ending,
with its vivid imagery and stark resolution, acts as a crucial point that deepens the reader’s
comprehension of the poem’s moral and emotional messages. In this detailed review, we will dissect
how the conclusion impacts the poem’s themes, what it reveals about human nature, and how it
leaves a lasting impression on the reader.

---



The Core Themes of "A Poison Tree"

Before delving into the conclusion, it’s essential to understand the primary themes woven throughout
the poem:

- Anger and Its Suppression: The poem vividly illustrates how unexpressed anger can grow and fester
within a person, much like a dangerous plant.
- The Consequences of Repression: Suppressed feelings are not benign; they develop into something
toxic, capable of causing harm.
- Deception and Hidden Malice: The poem contrasts the outward appearance of innocence with the
internal seed of malice, emphasizing that concealed emotions can be more destructive than overt
hostility.
- Justice and Retribution: The poem hints at inevitable consequences when repressed emotions lead
to revenge, often in a tragic or ironic manner.

Understanding these themes prepares us to appreciate how the conclusion amplifies and clarifies the
poem’s core messages.

---

The Structure and Narrative Arc Leading to the Conclusion

"A Poison Tree" follows a narrative structure that uses simple yet powerful imagery:

1. The Opening: The speaker discusses how anger, when openly expressed, can be resolved ("I was
angry with my friend").
2. Repression of Anger: When anger is suppressed rather than expressed, it grows ("I told it not, my
wrath did grow").
3. Growth of the "Poison Tree": The poem employs the metaphor of a tree to symbolize the growth of
repressed anger, culminating in a dangerous fruit.
4. The Climax: The speaker’s enemy, tempted by the fruit, comes to pick it, leading to a tragic
conclusion.

This narrative progression leads to the poem’s conclusion, which is both literal and symbolic,
profoundly impacting the poem's overall message.

---

The Impact of the Poem’s Conclusion on Its Theme

1. The Final Image: The Dead Enemy and the Poisoned Fruit

The poem concludes with the image of the enemy lying beneath the poisoned tree, having
succumbed to the "poison" that was once a seed of anger. Key lines include:

> "And into my garden stole,
> When the night had veiled the pole;
> In the morning glad I see,
> My foe outstretched beneath the tree."

This stark image of death underscores the deadly consequence of suppressed anger. The poisoned



fruit, symbolizing repressed feelings, is not harmless; it is lethal. The conclusion emphasizes that
anger left bottled up can lead to destructive outcomes, including death and revenge.

Impact on the Theme:

- Reinforces that repressed emotions can become toxic and destructive.
- Suggests that anger, when not addressed healthily, can lead to irreversible harm.
- Highlights the ironic and tragic nature of unexpressed resentment—what begins as a personal
emotion becomes a deadly force.

2. The Irony of the "Poisoned" Fruit

The conclusion employs irony: the speaker’s anger, initially a private emotion, becomes a deadly
weapon through repression. The enemy’s death at the hands of the poisoned fruit symbolizes the
ultimate consequence of concealed malice.

Impact on the Theme:

- The ironic twist enhances the moral warning: hiding anger can backfire disastrously.
- It underscores the danger of internalizing negative feelings instead of confronting them.
- The ending’s dark tone leaves the reader contemplating the costs of emotional suppression.

3. The Personal and Moral Reflection

In the poem’s closing lines, the speaker reflects on the deadly outcome, which is both personal and
moral:

> "And my foe beheld it shine,
> And he knew that it was mine."

This reveals that the enemy recognizes the fruit (anger) as belonging to the speaker, implying
acknowledgment of the source of his downfall.

Impact on the Theme:

- Reinforces the idea that hidden anger can be traced back to the individual, emphasizing personal
responsibility.
- Suggests that concealed malice is ultimately self-destructive, and the individual must face their
feelings.

---

How the Conclusion Shapes the Overall Message

1. The Duality of Human Nature

The conclusion vividly demonstrates the dual nature of humans: capable of both kindness and
destructive malice. The poem ends with the image of death caused by internal hatred, illustrating that
repressed negative emotions can manifest in destructive ways.

Impact on the Theme:



- Suggests that suppressed anger is a dangerous force that can consume a person from within.
- Highlights the importance of honest emotional expression and forgiveness to prevent such
destructive outcomes.

2. The Moral Lesson

The ending delivers a clear moral: repressing anger is harmful, and emotional honesty is vital for
personal well-being. Blake seems to warn against the dangers of hiding feelings and advocates for
expressing emotions in a healthy manner.

Impact on the Theme:

- The conclusion acts as a cautionary tale, emphasizing that hidden anger can lead to downfall.
- Encourages readers to confront their emotions rather than suppress them, aligning with Blake’s
overarching moral concerns about morality and human nature.

3. The Psychological Dimension

The poem’s conclusion can be viewed through a psychological lens, showcasing the destructive
potential of unexpressed feelings. The poisoned fruit symbolizes the internalized hatred that festers
and ultimately destroys the individual and others.

Impact on the Theme:

- Highlights the importance of emotional health and healthy communication.
- Demonstrates how repressed emotions can turn into poisonous destructive forces.

---

The Poem’s Conclusion and Its Lasting Effect

The stark, vivid ending leaves a lasting impression on readers, reinforcing the themes of danger,
morality, and human psychology. The tragic outcome is a powerful reminder that neglecting
emotional health can lead to devastating consequences.

Key points about its lasting impact:

- It provokes reflection on one’s own emotional management.
- It underscores the importance of forgiveness, honesty, and open communication.
- It deepens our understanding of Blake’s critique of societal and personal repression.

---

Conclusion: The Conclusion’s Role in Amplifying the Poem’s Message

William Blake’s "A Poison Tree" culminates in a conclusion that is both haunting and instructive. The
final image of death caused by a repressed, poisoned anger underscores the core moral: suppressing
anger only fosters its growth and potential for harm. The conclusion acts as a moral compass,
emphasizing that emotional honesty and forgiveness are essential for peace and safety.

By ending on such a powerful, morally charged note, Blake not only encapsulates his critique of



human nature but also leaves the reader contemplating the importance of managing their own
feelings. The conclusion transforms the poem from a simple metaphor about anger to a profound
commentary on the human condition—warning us of the peril of internalized hatred and the necessity
of confronting our emotions before they turn destructive.

---

In essence, the conclusion of "A Poison Tree" is the keystone that cements its themes, providing a
stark, memorable image that encapsulates the dangers of repression, the destructive power of
concealed anger, and the moral imperative for emotional honesty.
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