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Introduction

The sentence "I have been broken by the incident" is a passive construction that emphasizes the receiver of
the action—the speaker—rather than the doer of the action. Converting passive sentences into active voice
is a crucial skill in English grammar, as active sentences are generally clearer, more direct, and more
engaging for readers. This article explores how to transform the passive sentence "l have been broken by
the incident" into an active voice, discusses the underlying grammatical principles, and provides practical

steps and examples to master this conversion.

Understanding Passive and Active Voice

Before delving into the transformation, it is essential to understand what passive and active voices are.

Passive Voice

- The subject receives the action.
- The focus is on the action or the recipient.
- The structure often includes a form of the verb "to be" + past participle.

- Example: "The cake was eaten by the children."

Active Voice

- The subject performs the action.

- The focus is on the doer of the action.

- The structure is typically: Subject + Verb + Object.
- Example: "The children ate the cake."

Analyzing the Given Passive Sentence

The sentence "I have been broken by the incident” can be broken down as follows:



- Subject: I
- Verb phrase: have been broken

- Agent (doer of the action): the incident

In this passive construction:
- The action "broken" is in the past participle form.
- "Have been" indicates the present perfect tense in passive voice.

- The agent "by the incident" indicates who caused the action.

The primary goal is to identify who or what caused the action and then rephrase the sentence to highlight

the doer as the subject.

Steps to Convert Passive Sentences to Active Voice

Converting passive sentences into active sentences involves a systematic approach:

1. Identify the components of the passive sentence: subject, verb phrase, and agent (if present).
2. Determine the doer of the action: find the agent introduced by "by" or implied.
3. Decide on the correct tense: maintain the original tense in the active voice.

4. Construct the active sentence: make the agent the subject, conjugate the verb accordingly, and place

the original object (if any) as the object in the active sentence.

5. Ensure grammatical correctness and clarity: check that the sentence makes sense and maintains the

original meaning.

In the case of "I have been broken by the incident,” the steps involve identifying the agent (the incident),
understanding that the sentence implies the speaker was harmed or damaged by the incident, and then

rephrasing accordingly.

Transforming the Sentence: Practical Approach

Applying the steps:

1. Identify components:
- Subject: I

- Verb phrase: have been broken



- Agent: the incident

2. Determine the agent:

- The agent is "the incident."

3. Decide on tense:

- The original tense is present perfect ("have been broken").

4. Construct the active sentence:
- The agent "the incident" becomes the subject.

- The verb "to break" in active voice needs to match the tense.

5. Rephrasing:

- Subject: The incident
- Verb: broke

- Object: I

Resulting sentence:

"The incident broke me."

This active sentence clearly indicates that the incident was the doer of the action, and "me" is the object

receiving the action.

Additional Examples and Variations

Understanding the process can be reinforced with multiple examples:

Example 1

- Passive: "The door was opened by John."

- Active: "John opened the door."

Example 2

- Passive: "The homework has been completed by the student.”

- Active: "The student has completed the homework."

Example 3

- Passive: "The window is being cleaned by the janitor."

- Active: "The janitor is cleaning the window."



Special Considerations and Common Mistakes

While converting passive to active voice, be mindful of the following:

¢ Unclear agents: If the agent is omitted, it's impossible to convert to active voice meaningfully.
o Different tenses: Ensure the active sentence maintains the same tense as the passive sentence.
e Irregular verbs: Be cautious with irregular verb forms in the active voice.

e Subject-object agreement: Confirm that the verb agrees with the new subject.

Common mistake:
Converting "l have been broken by the incident" to "The incident broken me" (incorrect) instead of "The

incident broke me."

Conclusion

Transforming passive sentences into active ones enhances clarity, directness, and readability. In the case of
"I have been broken by the incident,” the active version is "The incident broke me." This shift not only
clarifies who performed the action but also strengthens the sentence by making it more straightforward.
Mastering this skill involves understanding grammatical components, practicing with various sentences,
and paying attention to tense and verb agreement. Whether for writing, speaking, or editing, converting

passive to active voice is an invaluable aspect of effective communication in English.

Frequently Asked Questions

How can I change the passive sentence 'I have been broken by the
incident' into an active voice?

You can convert it to active voice as: "The incident has broken me.'

What is the main rule for converting passive sentences to active in this

context?

Identify the object in the passive sentence and make it the subject of the active sentence, adjusting the verb

accordingly.



Why is the sentence 'I have been broken by the incident' considered
passive?

Because the subject 'T' is receiving the action, and the doer of the action ('the incident') is introduced with

'by’, indicating passive voice.

Can the sentence 'I have been broken by the incident’' be changed to

active without changing its meaning?

Yes, by rephrasing it as 'The incident has broken me," which maintains the original meaning.

What tense is used in the sentence 'I have been broken by the incident'?

It is in the present perfect passive tense.

How do I identify the object in a passive sentence to convert it to active?

The object is the noun or pronoun after the verb and usually following 'by"' in passive sentences; in this

case, 'me' or 'T' is the object being acted upon.

Are there any exceptions or special cases when converting this particular

sentence?

The sentence is straightforward; however, if the action is abstract or not directly performed by a clear

agent, conversion might require rephrasing for clarity.

What is a simple step-by-step method to change passive to active for
sentences like this?

1. Identify the object receiving the action. 2. Make that object the new subject. 3. Use the appropriate tense
of the verb. 4. Remove 'by' and the original agent, then adjust the verb accordingly.

Is it correct to say 'The incident has broken me' as a replacement for the

passive sentence?

Yes, '"The incident has broken me' is a correct active voice equivalent that preserves the original meaning.



Additional Resources

Change The Passive Sentence To Active Sentence I Have Been Broken By The Incident — this is a
common task faced by students, writers, and professionals aiming to improve clarity and engagement in
their writing. Understanding how to transform passive constructions into active ones not only enhances
readability but also clarifies who is responsible for an action. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore
the principles behind this transformation, analyze the example sentence, and provide step-by-step

instructions to help you master the skill with confidence.

Understanding the Difference Between Passive and Active Voice

Before diving into the transformation process, it’s essential to understand what passive and active voices are

and why choosing one over the other matters.
What Is Active Voice?

In active voice, the subject performs the action expressed by the verb. The structure generally follows the

pattern:

Subject + Verb + Object

Example:

The dog chased the cat.

Here, "The dog" is the subject performing the action "chased,"” and "the cat" is the object receiving the
action.

‘What Is Passive Voice?

In passive voice, the focus shifts to the action being performed upon the subject, often emphasizing the

receiver rather than the doer. The structure typically follows:

Object of the active sentence + Form of "to be" + Past participle + (by + doer)

Example:

The cat was chased by the dog.

Notice how "the cat" (object) becomes the subject, and the original doer ("the dog") is introduced with "by."

Why Switch from Passive to Active?

- Clarity: Active sentences clearly indicate who is performing the action.

- Conciseness: They tend to be shorter and more direct.



- Engagement: Active voice often makes writing more lively and compelling.

Analyzing the Sentence: "l Have Been Broken By The Incident"

Let's now focus on the specific sentence: "l Have Been Broken By The Incident."
Breaking Down the Sentence

- Subject: I

- Verb phrase: Have been broken

- Agent (doer): By the incident

Recognizing the Passive Construction

This sentence is in the present perfect passive voice:

- The auxiliary verb "have been" indicates present perfect tense.

- "Broken" is the past participle of "break."

- The phrase "by the incident" shows the agent performing the action.

Step-by-Step Guide to Convert to Active Voice

Transforming the passive sentence into an active sentence involves several key steps:

Step 1: Identify the Agent and the Action

- Agent: The doer of the action (here, "the incident").
- Action: The verb "break” (past participle "broken").

Step 2: Determine the Active Subject

- In the active voice, the subject is the agent performing the action.

- Since "the incident" is the agent, the active subject should be "the incident" or a rephrased noun.

Step 3: Find the Active Verb

- Convert the passive form back to its active counterpart.

- The passive "has been broken" corresponds to "broke" or "has broken" in active voice.



Step 4: Rewrite the Sentence
- Place the agent as the subject.

- Use the appropriate tense of the verb.

- Ensure the sentence maintains grammatical correctness.

Practical Examples and Variations

Let's explore how to apply these steps to different possible versions of the sentence.

Basic Active Transformation

- Passive: I have been broken by the incident.

- Active: The incident broke me.

Explanation:

Here, "the incident" is the subject performing the action "broke," and "me" is the object. Since the original
sentence uses "L," the active voice naturally shifts the focus to the agent (the incident).

Alternative Active Sentences

Depending on context, you could express the same idea differently:

- "The incident caused me to be broken."

- "The incident broke me."

- "I was broken by the incident." (This is still passive, but less formal.)

Considerations and Challenges in Conversion

1. Identifying the Correct Active Verb

The passive sentence's verb form "have been broken" implies a completed action with relevance to the

present. The equivalent active form should reflect this tense:

- "The incident has broken me."

- Or, more simply, "The incident broke me."

2. Understanding the Context



- If the sentence emphasizes the experience rather than the doer, you might choose a different
construction.

- For example, if the incident is abstract, you may need to rephrase.

3. Dealing with "By" Phrases

- If the agent is vague or unknown, converting to active may not be meaningful.

- When the agent is a human or a known entity, it's straightforward.

Additional Tips for Mastering Passive-to-Active Conversion

- Always identify the agent and the action first.

- Check the tense of the original sentence and preserve it in the active form.

- Use appropriate verb forms: For present perfect, active form is "has/have + past participle” (e.g., "has
broken" or "broke" in simple past).

- Ensure grammatical agreement: Subject-verb agreement must be maintained.

Practice Exercises

To reinforce your understanding, try converting these passive sentences into active voice:

1. Passive: The book was read by her.

Active:

2. Passive: The window has been broken by the storm.

Active:

3. Passive: The results will be announced by the committee.

Active:

4. Passive: The cake is being baked by the chef.

Active:

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

- Changing the meaning unintentionally: Ensure the active sentence preserves the original message.

- Incorrect tense usage: Maintain the verb tense to reflect the time frame accurately.



- Overcomplicating the sentence: Keep the sentence clear and straightforward.

Summary: Turning "l Have Been Broken By The Incident" into Active Voice

- The key is to identify the agent ("the incident") and the action ("break”).
- Convert the verb phrase to its active form, considering tense and aspect.

- Rephrase to clearly state who is performing the action.

Example conversion:
Passive: I have been broken by the incident.

Active: The incident broke me.

This transformation clarifies the doer ("the incident") and shifts the sentence into a more direct, engaging

form.

Final Thoughts

Mastering the art of changing passive sentences to active ones is an invaluable skill for effective
communication. Whether you're writing essays, reports, or professional content, clarity and precision are
paramount. By understanding the structure, analyzing the components, and practicing regularly, you'll be
able to confidently convert passive constructions like "I have been broken by the incident” into clear, active

sentences that resonate with your audience.

Remember, active voice not only improves readability but also emphasizes responsibility and
agency—crucial elements in compelling writing. Keep practicing, and you'll find that transforming passive

sentences becomes second nature!
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