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CHAPTERS 5-9: THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING Gob WHEN W AS JoE CONTROLLING WHAT JANIE Do

UNDERSTANDING THE DYNAMICS OF CONTROL AND AUTONOMY IN ZORA NEALE HURSTON'S THEIR EYES WERE W ATCHING Gob
IS CRUCIAL TO APPRECIATING JANIE CRAWFORD'S JOURNEY TOWARD SELF-DISCOVERY. SPECIFICALLY, ANALYZING WHEN AND
HOW JOE STARKS EXERTS AUTHORITY OVER JANIE DURING CHAPTERS 5 THROUGH 9 PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THEIR COMPLEX
RELATIONSHIP. THIS PERIOD MARKS SIGNIFICANT MOMENTS WHERE JOE'S DESIRE FOR DOMINANCE INFLUENCES JANIE'S ACTIONS,
THOUGHTS, AND SENSE OF SELF. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE IN DETAIL THE INSTANCES OF JOE’S CONTROL, HOW JANIE
RESPONDS, AND THE BROADER THEMES OF GENDER ROLES AND INDEPENDENCE WITHIN THESE CHAPTERS.

OVERVIEW OF CHAPTERS 5-9 IN THEIR EYES WERE W ATCHING GOD

BEFORE DELVING INTOJOE)S CONTROL OVERJANIEI IT’S IMPORTANT TO CONTEXTUALIZE THESE CHAPTERS WITHIN THE NOVEL’S
NARRATIVE.

CHAPTER SUMMARIES AND KEY EVENTS

- CHAPTER 5: JANIE AND JOE STARKS ARRIVE IN EATONVILLE, A PROMINENT ALL-BLACK TOWN, WHERE JOE BEGINS TO ESTABLISH
HIMSELF AS A LEADER. JANIE IS INTRODUCED TO A NEW SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT, BUT HER ROLE REMAINS LARGELY DEFINED BY JOE'S
AMBITIONS.

- CHAPTER &: JOE AND JANIE SETTLE INTO THEIR NEW LIFE. JOE’S ASPIRATIONS FOR POWER AND INFLUENCE BECOME EVIDENT AS HE
TAKES ON THE ROLE OF MAYOR AND BUSINESSMAN. HIS CONTROLLING NATURE STARTS TO SURFACE MORE PROMINENTLY.

- CHAPTER 7ZJOE)S AUTHORITATIVE DEMEANOR INTENSIFIES. HE BEGINS TO ASSERT DOMINANCE OVERJANIE, INCLUDING
CONTROLLING HOW SHE DRESSES AND BEHAVES.

- CHAPTER 8: THE COUPLE’S RELATIONSHIP EXHIBITS TENSION. JOE’S CONTROL OVER JANIE’S APPEARANCE AND SOCIAL
INTERACTIONS BECOMES MORE EXPLICIT, HIGHLIGHTING THE GENDER AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS OF THE TIME.

- CHAPTER 9: THE COMMUNITY’S PERCEPTION OF JOE AND HIS AUTHORITY GROWS, BUT JANIE BEGINS TO FEEL INCREASINGLY
STIFLED, SETTING THE STAGE FOR HER EVENTUAL QUEST FOR INDEPENDENCE.

Joe STARKS’s CoNTROL OVER JANIE: WHEN AND HOW DoES |T MANIFEST?

JOE/S CONTROL OVERJANIE IS A GRADUAL BUT PERSISTENT ASPECT OF THEIR RELATIONSHIP DURING THESE CHAPTERS. |T
MANIFESTS IN VARIOUS WAYS, RANGING FROM OVERT COMMANDS TO SUBTLE SOCIAL CONSTRAINTS.

1. ConTrROL OVER APPEARANCE AND BEHAVIOR

ONE OF THE EARLIEST SIGNS OFJOE)S DOMINANCE IS HIS INSISTENCE ONJANIE)S APPEARANCE. HE BELIEVES THAT HER LOOKS
SHOULD REFLECT HIS SOCIAL AMBITIONS.

* DICTATING CLOTHING:JOE PREFERSJANIE TO DRESS MODESTLY AND FASHIONABLY , ALIGNING WITH HIS VISION OF
RESPECTABILITY. HE DISCOURAGES HER FROM WEARING FLASHY OR REVEALING CLOTHES, EMPHASIZING DECORUM AND



PROPRIETY.

e CONTROLLING SocCIAL |NTEEACTIONSZJOE DISCOURAGESJANIE FROM ENGAGING FREELY WITH THE COMMUNITY, INSISTING
SHE MAINTAIN A CERTAIN DEMEANOR THAT UPHOLDS HIS REPUTATION.

ExAMPLE: IN CHAPTER 7, JOE CRITICIZES JANIE FOR HER APPEARANCE, EMPHASIZING THAT SHE SHOULD LOOK “RESPECTABLE” AND
BE SEEN AS A PROPER WIFE, WHICH SUPPRESSES HER PERSONAL EXPRESSION.

2. DecisioN-MAKING AND LEADERSHIP

JOE’S DESIRE TO BE THE AUTHORITATIVE FIGURE EXTENDS INTO DECISION-MAKING WITHIN THEIR HOUSEHOLD AND THEIR
COMMUNITY.

¢ LEADING IN BUSINESSZJOE TAKES CHARGE OF TOWN AFFAIRS, OFTEN MAKING DECISIONS UNILATERALLY, EXPECTINGJANIE
TO SUPPORT HIS LEADERSHIP WITHOUT QUESTION.

¢ DICTATING SociAL RoLes: He EXPECTSJANIE TO EMBODY THE IDEAL WIFE, SUPPORTING HIS AMBITIONS AND UPHOLDING
HIS STATUS.

EXAMPLE: \X/HENJOE BECOMES MAYOR, HE ENFORCES HIS AUTHORITY OVER THE TOWN, ANDJANIE)S ROLE BECOMES INTERTWINED
WITH HIS PUBLIC PERSONA, LIMITING HER INDEPENDENCE.

3. EMoTIONAL AND PsycHoLoGIicAL CONTROL

JOE)S CONTROL ISN’T LIMITED TO EXTERNAL APPEARANCES; IT ALSO AFFECTSJANIE)S EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING.

¢ DISMISSING JANIE’S OPINIONS: JOE OFTEN DISMISSES JANIE’S THOUGHTS OR FEELINGS, ASSERTING THAT SHE SHOULD
ACCEPT HER ROLE QUIETLY.

¢ PugLIc DiISAPPROVAL: IN PUBLIC SETTINGS/JOE SILENCESJANIE OR CORRECTS HER, EMPHASIZING HER SUBORDINATE
POSITION.

ExAMPLE: IN CHAPTER 8,JOE PUBLICLY REPRIMANDS_JANIE FOR SPEAKING OUT, REINFORCING HIS AUTHORITY AND HER SILENCE.

JANIE’s REsPONSES TO JoE’s CONTROL

\W/HILE JOE’S DOMINANCE IS EVIDENT, JANIE’S REACTIONS EVOLVE OVER THESE CHAPTERS. INITIALLY, SHE COMPLIES OUTWARDLY
BUT BEGINS TO FEEL THE STRAIN INTERNALLY.

1. COMPLIANCE AND RESIGNATION

AT FIRST,JANIE ACCEPTSJOE’S CONTROL AS PART OF HER SOCIAL EXPECTATIONS.



- SHE ADHERES TO HIS WISHES REGARDING HER APPEARANCE AND BEHAVIOR, AIMING TO MAINTAIN PEACE.
- HER SILENCE IN PUBLIC REFLECTS HER SUBMISSION TOJOE)S AUTHORITY.

2. INNErR CoONFLICT AND GROWING FRUSTRATION

AS THE CHAPTERS PROGRESS,JANIE’S INTERNAL FEELINGS BECOME MORE CONFLICTED.

- SHE BEGINS TO QUESTION HER ROLE AND THE LIMITS PLACED UPON HER.
- HER DESIRE FOR SELF-EXPRESSION CLASHES \X/ITHJOE)S STRICT EXPECTATIONS.

3. SuBTLE ACTS oF DEFIANCE

THOUGH OUTWARDLY OBEDIENT,JANIE SECRETLY RESISTSJOE)S CONTROL IN SMALL WAYS.

- SHE MAINTAINS HER DIGNITY BY PRESERVING HER PERSONAL THOUGHTS.
- HER MOMENTS OF SILENT REBELLION GROW , FORESHADOW!ING HER EVENTUAL ASSERTION OF INDEPENDENCE.

BroADER THEMES OF CONTROL, POWER, AND GENDER ROLES

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN JOE AND JANIE EXEMPLIFIES THE GENDER DYNAMICS AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS OF THE EARLY
20TH CENTURY.

1. GENDERED EXPECTATIONS

- MEN WERE EXPECTED TO BE DOMINANT AND AUTHORITATIVE.
- \W OMEN WERE OFTEN CONFINED TO SUBMISSIVE ROLES, EMPHASIZING APPEARANCE AND SOCIAL DECORUM.

2. POWER AND AUTHORITY IN RELATIONSHIPS

‘JOE)S CONTROL OVERJANIE REFLECTS THE SOCIETAL NORMS OF POWER HIERARCHIES WITHIN MARRIAGES.
‘JANIE)S LACK OF AGENCY HIGHLIGHTS THE OPPRESSIVE STRUCTURES OF THE TIME.

3. JANIE’Ss PATH To SeLF-DiscoVvery

- HER INTERNAL RESISTANCE SIGNIFIES HER DESIRE FOR AUTONOMY.
- THE CHAPTERS SET THE STAGE FOR HER EVENTUAL BREAK FROMJOE)S CONTROL.

ConcrusioN: WHeEN W/ As JoE CONTROLLING WHAT JANIE DiD?

IN CHAPTERS & TO 9 OF THEIR EYES WERE W ATCHING GOD, JOE STARKS’S CONTROL OVER JANIE MANIFESTS IN MULTIPLE
WAYS, INCLUDING HER APPEARANCE, SOCIAL INTERACTIONS, DECISION-MAKING, AND EMOTIONAL EXPRESSION. His
AUTHORITATIVE DEMEANOR AND SOCIETAL AMBITIONS CREATE A RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT THAT JANIE INITIALLY CONFORMS
TO BUT GRADUALLY BEGINS TO CHALLENGE INTERNALLY. RECOGNIZING THESE MOMENTS OF CONTROL IS ESSENTIAL TO
UNDERSTANDING JANIE’S CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT AND HER EVENTUAL PURSUIT OF INDEPENDENCE.



Key TAKEAWAYS:

'_JOE’S CONTROL BEGINS SUBTLY WITH EXPECTATIONS ABOUTJANIE’S APPEARANCE AND BEHAVIOR.

- HIS AUTHORITY EXTENDS INTO PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SPHERES, REINFORCING GENDER ROLES.

‘JANIE)S REACTIONS RANGE FROM OUTW ARD COMPLIANCE TO INTERNAL RESISTANCE.

- THE CHAPTERS ILLUSTRATE BROADER THEMES OF SOCIETAL OPPRESSION AND THE QUEST FOR PERSONAL FREEDOM.

BY ANALYZING THESE CHAPTERS, READERS GAIN A DEEPER APPRECIATION OF THE POWER DYNAMICS AT PLAY AND THE
SIGNIFICANCE OFJANIE)SJOURNEY TOWARD SELF-AWARENESS AND EMANCIPATION. HER STORY UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF
RECOGNIZING CONTROL WITHIN RELATIONSHIPS AND THE COURAGE REQUIRED TO SEEK ONE’S OWN PATH.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

IN CHAPTERS 5-9 OF THEIR EYES WERE W ATCHING GOD, HOW DOES JOE STARKS
DEMONSTRATE CONTROL OVER JANIE'S ACTIONS?

JOE STARKS EXERTS CONTROL OVERJANIEIS ACTIONS BY DICTATING HER APPEARANCE, LIMITING HER PARTICIPATION IN
COMMUNITY EVENTS, AND MAKING DECISIONS ABOUT HER BEHAVIOR TO MAINTAIN HIS AUTHORITY AND IMAGE.

\W/HEN DID JOE BEGIN TO CONTROL WHAT JANIE COULD DO IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP?

JOE STARTED CONTROLLINGJANIEIS ACTIONS SHORTLY AFTER THEIR MARRIAGE, PARTICULARLY WHEN HE BECAME THE MAYOR
AND SOUGHT TO PROJECT A CERTAIN IMAGE, RESTRICTING HER INDEPENDENCE AND SOCIAL INTERACTIONS.

How DOES JOE'S CONTROL IMPACT JANIE'S PERSONAL FREEDOM IN CHAPTERS 5-9?

JOEIS CONTROL SUPPRESSESJANIE’S INDIVIDUALITY, AS HE LIMITS HER SPEECH, RESTRICTS HER FROM PARTICIPATING IN
COMMUNITY LIFE, AND DISCOURAGES HER FROM EXPRESSING HER TRUE SELF.

\WHAT SPECIFIC ACTIONS DOES JOE TAKE TO CONTROL JANIE'S BEHAVIOR IN THESE
CHAPTERS?

JOE CONTROLSJANIE BY INSISTING SHE WEAR SPECIFIC CLOTHING, NOT ALLOWING HER TO SPEAK PUBLICLY, AND MAKING HER
STAY BEHIND THE SCENES RATHER THAN ENGAGING WITH THE COMMUNITY.

DOES JANIE RESIST JOE’S CONTROL DURING CHAPTERS 5-9? IF so, HOw?

|NITIALLY,JANIE IS SOMEWHAT PASSIVE, BUT SHE BEGINS TO FEEL FRUSTRATED AND DESIRES MORE FREEDOM, WHICH IS EVIDENT IN
HER INTERNAL THOUGHTS AND SUBTLE RESISTANCE, THOUGH SHE LARGELY REMAINS COMPLIANT OUTWARDLY.

How DpoEs JOEIS CONTROL OVER _JANIE REFLECT THE GENDER ROLES AND SOCIETAL
EXPECTATIONS OF THE TIMEP

JOE/S CONTROL EXEMPLIFIES THE SOCIETAL NORMS OF THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, WHERE HUSBANDS OFTEN DOMINATED THEIR
WIVES, EXPECTING WOMEN TO CONFORM TO SUBMISSIVE ROLES AND PRIORITIZE THEIR HUSBAND'S REPUTATION ABOVE PERSONAL
DESIRES.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES JOE'S CONTROLLING BEHAVIOR AFFECT JANIE'S SELF-ESTEEM IN
THESE CHAPTERS?

JOEIS DOMINANCE AND RESTRICTION DIMINISHJANIE/S CONFIDENCE AND SENSE OF IDENTITY, MAKING HER FEEL SILENCED AND



UNDERVALUED, WHICH CONTRIBUTES TO HER EMOTIONAL SUPPRESSION.

How DOES THE THEME OF CONTROL IN CHAPTERS 5-9 RELATE TO THE BROADER THEMES
OF THE NOVEL?

THE THEME OF CONTROL HIGHLIGHTS THE STRUGGLES FOR INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-EXPRESSION FACED BY THE CHARACTERS,
EMPHASIZING THE BROADER THEMES OF GENDER ROLES, SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS, AND PERSONAL FREEDOM.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JOE'S CONTROL OVER JANIE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF HER
CHARACTER ARC?

JOE/S CONTROL SERVES AS A CATALYST FORJANIEIS GROWING AW ARENESS OF HER OWN DESIRES AND LIMITATIONS,
ULTIMATELY FUELING HER JOURNEY TOWARD SELF-DISCOVERY AND INDEPENDENCE IN LATER CHAPTERS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

CHAPTERS 5-9: THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING Gob — WHEN W AS JOE CONTROLLING WHAT JANIE DID?

IN ZOrRA NEALE HURSTON’S THEIR EYES WERE W ATCHING GOD, THE EVOLVING DYNAMICS OF JANIE CRAWFORD’S
RELATIONSHIPS SERVE AS A POWERFUL NARRATIVE ABOUT INDEPENDENCE, SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS, AND PERSONAL
FULFILLMENT. CENTRAL TO THIS PROGRESSION ARE CHAPTERS & THROUGH @, WHERE THE THEME OF CONTROL—PARTICULARLY
JOE STARKS’ DOMINANCE OVER JANIE——COMES SHARPLY INTO FOCUS. THESE CHAPTERS MARK A PIVOTAL SHIFT FROM JANIE’S
INITIAL LONGING FOR SELF-EXPRESSION TO HER ENTRAPMENT WITHIN HER MARRIAGE, HIGHLIGHTING THE SUBTLE AND OVERT WAYS
CONTROL MANIFESTS IN HER LIFE.

UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT: JANIE’S EARLY YEARS AND THE ARRIVAL OF
JoE STARKS

JANIE’s BACKGROUND BEFORE MEETING JOE

BEFORE DELVING INTO THE SPECIFICS OF CONTROL IN CHAPTERS 5'9, IT’S ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND_JANIE)S BACKGROUND.
RAISED BY HER GRANDMOTHER,JANIE)S EARLY LIFE WAS MARKED BY HER INNOCENCE AND NAIVETY ABOUT LOVE AND
INDEPENDENCE. HER PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIPS, INCLUDING HER MARRIAGE TO LoGAN KILLICKS, \WERE LARGELY DICTATED BY
SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS—MARRYING FOR SECURITY RATHER THAN LOVE. THIS BACKGROUND SETS THE STAGE FOR HER
ENCOUNTER \)VITHJOE STARKS, A CHARISMATIC MAN \WHO PROMISES A NEW LIFE.

THE MEETING WITH JOE STARKS

IN CHAPTER 4, JANIE MEETS JOE STARKS, A MAN EAGER TO ESTABLISH HIS DOMINANCE IN THE ALL-BLACK TOWN OF EATONVILLE.
His AMBITION AND CONFIDENCE APPEAL TO JANIE, OFFERING HER A CHANCE AT A DIFFERENT LIFE—ONE WHERE SHE MIGHT HAVE
MORE AGENCY. HOWEVER, AS THE NARRATIVE PROGRESSES INTO CHAPTERS & THROUGH @, IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT JOE’S
CHARM MASKS A DESIRE TO CONTROL NOT ONLY HIS SURROUNDINGS BUT ALSO JANIE HERSELF.



CHAPTER 5: THE BEGINNING OF A NEW LIFE — APPEARANCE AND REALITY

JoE’s PROPOSAL AND JANIE’s DECISION

By CHAPTER 5/JOE STARKS PROPOSES MARRIAGE TOJANIE AFTER A BRIEF COURTSHIP. HER DECISION TO ACCEPT IS INFLUENCED
BY HER LONGING FOR CHANGE AND A BETTER FUTURE. HO\X/EVER, HER OPTIMISM IS SOON CHALLENGED BYJOE)S AUTHORITATIVE
DEMEANOR, WHICH FORESHADOWS THE CONTROL HE WILL EXERT OVER HER.

INITIAL SiIGNs oF CONTROL

\X/HILEJOE INITIALLY APPEARS AS A CONFIDENT AND AMBITIOUS MAN, EARLY SIGNS OF HIS CONTROLLING NATURE EMERGE. For
INSTANCE:

- DecisioN-MAKING PO\X/ERZJOE MAKES DECISIONS ABOUT THEIR FUTURE, INCLUDING MOVING TO EATONVILLE AND ESTABLISHING
HIMSELF AS A TOWN LEADER.

- EXPECTATIONS OFJANIEI HE BEGINS TO SET EXPECTATIONS ABOUTJANIE)S ROLE, EMPHASIZING HER APPEARANCE AND BEHAVIOR
TO REFLECT HIS SOCIAL STANDING.

THESE EARLY INDICATORS SUGGEST THATJOE)S CONTROL IS NOT OVERTLY OPPRESSIVE YET BUT IS ROOTED IN HIS DESIRE TO
SHAPE THEIR SHARED IDENTITY.

CHAPTER &: THE MoVE TO EATONVILLE — ASSERTING DOMINANCE

ESTABLISHING AUTHORITY IN EATONVILLE

IN CHAPTER 6, JOE AND JANIE ARRIVE IN EATONVILLE, WHERE JOE’S AMBITIONS ACCELERATE. HE QUICKLY POSITIONS HIMSELF AS
A PROMINENT FIGURE—AN INFLUENTIAL TOWN LEADER AND MERCHANT. THIS RISE TO PROMINENCE BECOMES A PLATFORM FOR
ASSERTING CONTROL, NOT ONLY OVER HIS BUSINESS DEALINGS BUT ALSO OVER JANIE’S PUBLIC IMAGE.

JANIE’s CONFINEMENT AND CONFORMITY

ASJOE’S INFLUENCE GRO\X/S,JANIE BEGINS TO EXPERIENCE LIMITATIONS ON HER PERSONAL FREEDOM:

- PuBLIC EXPECTATIONS: JOE INSISTS THAT JANIE MAINTAIN A RESPECTABLE APPEARANCE, EMPHASIZING HER ROLE AS THE
TOWN’S MAYOR’S WIFE.

- BenAaviorAL CONSTRAINTS: JOE DISCOURAGES JANIE FROM SPEAKING IN PUBLIC, INSISTING SHE STAY SILENT IN SOCIAL
SETTINGS, WHICH DIMINISHES HER AGENCY AND VOICE.

THIS PATTERN OF CONTROL REFLECTS A BROADER SOCIAL DYNAMIC, \X/HEREJANIE)S IDENTITY IS MOLDED BY HER HUSBAND’S
DESIRES AND SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS.



CHAPTER 7: THE Power DyNAMIC DeePENS — JANIE’S SUBJUGATION

JANIE’S SUBMISSIVENESS AND JOE’S DOMINATION

IN CHAPTER 7, THE CONTROL EXERTED BY JOE BECOMES MORE EXPLICIT. JANIE’S SUBMISSION IS EVIDENT IN HER ACQUIESCENCE TO
JOE’s AUTHORITY, OFTEN AT THE EXPENSE OF HER OWN IDENTITY:

- SILENCINGIJOE)S INSISTENCE THATJANIE REMAIN SILENT IN PUBLIC SYMBOLIZES HIS DESIRE TO SUPPRESS HER VOICE AND
AUTONOMY.

- PHYSICAL CONTROLIJOE’S PHYSICAL DOMINANCE IS SUBTLY PORTRAYED—HIS PHYSICAL PRESENCE AND THE WAY HE GOVERNS
HER MOVEMENTS AND SPEECH REFLECT HIS DESIRE FOR CONTROL.

JANIE’S INTERNAL CONFLICT

DESPITE HER OUTWARD COMPLIANCE,JANIE)S INTERNAL FEELINGS OF FRUSTRATION AND LONGING FOR SELF-EXPRESSION GROW.

HER SILENCE AND SUBMISSION ARE NOT VOLUNTARY BUT ENFORCED, HIGHLIGHTING THE OPPRESSIVE NATURE OF THEIR
RELATIONSHIP.

CHAPTER 8: THE BREAKING POINT — JANIE’s REALIZATION OF CONTROL

JANIE’'s AWARENESS OF HER OPPRESSION

By CHAPTER SIJANIE BEGINS TO RECOGNIZE THE EXTENT OFJOE’S CONTROL OVER HER LIFE. THE SOCIAL CONSTRAINTS AND HER
HUSBAND’S DOMINANCE HAVE STIFLED HER SENSE OF SELF. HER AW ARENESS IS A CRITICAL TURNING POINT IN THE NARRATIVE, AS
SHE STARTS TO QUESTION HER SUBSERVIENT ROLE.

SyMmeoLs oF CoNTROL

SEVERAL SYMBOLS IN THIS CHAPTER EMPHASIZEJANIE’S ENTRAPMENT!

- THe STOREIJOE)S STORE BECOMES A SYMBOL OF HIS AUTHORITY, \X/ITHJANIE RELEGATED TO A SECONDARY, DECORATIVE
ROLE.

- Her HAIRSJANIE)S HAIR, FREQUENTLY REFERENCED THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL, SYMBOLIZES HER IDENTITY.JOE)S CONTROL OVER
HER HAIR—CUTTING IT OR RESTRICTING ITS DISPLAY—BECOMES A METAPHOR FOR HIS DOMINANCE.

CHAPTER 9: THE TIPPING POINT — WHEN W/ AS JoE CONTROLLING \WHAT
JANIE DiD?



ExpLICIT ACcTs oF CONTROL

IN CHAPTER 9, THE NARRATIVE REACHES THE CLIMAX OF_JOE’S CONTROLLING BEHAVIOR:

- PusLic HUMILIATIONZJOE PUBLICLY HUMILIATESJANIE BY CRITICIZING HER APPEARANCE AND SILENCING HER, REINFORCING HIS
DOMINANCE.

- RESTRICTIONS ON EXPRESSION: HE FORBIDS HER FROM PARTICIPATING IN SOCIAL CONVERSATIONS, EFFECTIVELY ERASING HER
VOICE IN THEIR SOCIAL SPHERE.

\YWHeN Dib Joe’s ConTRoL BECOME OVERBEARING?

JOE)S CONTROL OVERJANIE BECOMES OVERTLY OPPRESSIVE WHEN HE:

- RESTRICTS HER SPEECH: THE MOMENT HE FORBIDS HER FROM SPEAKING IN PUBLIC SIGNIFIES A DIRECT SUPPRESSION OF HER
AGENCY. THIS ACT IS NOT JUST ABOUT SOCIAL DECORUM BUT ABOUT ASSERTING DOMINANCE.

- DIcTATES HER APPEARANCE: HIS INSISTENCE ON HER MAINTAINING A SPECIFIC IMAGE—PARTICULARLY HER HAIRSTYLE—SERVES
AS A PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION OF HIS CONTROL.

- LiMiTs HER AUTONOMY: \X/HENJOE MAKES DECISIONS UNILATERALLY ABOUT THEIR LIVES, INCLUDING WHERE THEY LIVE AND
HO\X/JANIE SHOULD BEHAVE, HE CROSSES INTO CONTROLLING HER ACTIONS AND CHOICES.

IN ESSENCE/JOE WAS CONTROLLING \X/HATJANIE DID WHENEVER HE EXERTED AUTHORITY OVER HER SPEECH, APPEARANCE, AND
BEHAVIOR—ESPECIALLY WHEN HE FORBADE HER FROM EXPRESSING HERSELF OR MAKING INDEPENDENT DECISIONS. THE PIVOTAL
MOMENT OCCURS IN CHAPTER 9, WHEN HIS PUBLIC HUMILIATION AND RESTRICTIONS MAKE IT UNMISTAKABLY CLEAR THATJANIE)S
AUTONOMY IS COMPROMISED.

ConcrusioN: THe EvoLuTioN oF CONTROL IN JANIE AND JOE’S RELATIONSHIP

CHAPTERS 5 THROUGH 9 oF THEIR EYES WERE W ATCHING GOD VIVIDLY DEPICT THE GRADUAL AND THEN OVERT ASSERTION OF
CONTROL BY JOE STARKS OVER JANIE CRAWFORD. INITIALLY DRIVEN BY AMBITION AND A DESIRE FOR A BETTER LIFE, JOE’S
ACTIONS EVOLVE INTO A PATTERN OF DOMINANCE THAT CONFINES JANIE PHYSICALLY, SOCIALLY, AND EMOTIONALLY. His
CONTROL MANIFESTS IN SILENT EXPECTATIONS, PUBLIC HUMILIATION, AND PHYSICAL RESTRICTIONS—EACH A LAYER OF
REPRESSION THAT STIFLES HER VOICE AND AGENCY.

THE NARRATIVE’S POWER LIES INJANIE)S INTERNAL STRUGGLE AND EVENTUAL AWAKENING TO HER OWN SUBJUGATION. HER
REALIZATION OFJOE)S CONTROL—PARTICULARLY THE MOMENT WHEN HE SILENCES HER IN PUBLIC—SERVES AS A CATALYST FOR
HER JOURNEY TOWARD SELF-EMPOWERMENT. HURSTON MASTERFULLY PORTRAYS THIS DYNAMIC, ILLUSTRATING HOW SOCIETAL
AND PERSONAL POWER STRUCTURES CAN SHAPE AND DISTORT PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS.

ULTIMATELY, UNDERSTANDING \X/HENJOE WAS CONTROLLING \X/HATJANIE DID UNDERSCORES A BROADER COMMENTARY ON
GENDER ROLES, SOCIETAL EXPECTATIONS, AND THE QUEST FOR PERSONAL FREEDOM.JANIE’S STORY IS NOT JUST ABOUT
INDIVIDUAL CONTROL BUT ABOUT THE UNIVERSAL HUMAN DESIRE FOR SELF-EXPRESSION AND AUTONOMY—A THEME THAT
RESONATES DEEPLY THROUGH THESE PIVOTAL CHAPTERS.
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