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Shelley’s “Frankenstein” is renowned for its ability to evoke intense emotional responses
and maintain suspense throughout the narrative. Analyzing a specific extract from the text
reveals the myriad techniques Shelley employs to create tension, engaging the reader and
heightening their anticipation. This article explores how Shelley masterfully constructs
tension through language, narrative structure, character portrayal, and thematic elements,
providing a comprehensive understanding of her literary craftsmanship.

---

Understanding the Context of the Extract

Before delving into the techniques Shelley uses, it’s essential to comprehend the context of
the extract. While the exact passage in the photo isn’t specified here, typical tense-building
moments in “Frankenstein” involve scenes where Victor Frankenstein confronts the
consequences of his creation, or where the creature’s actions threaten human safety.
These scenes are pivotal, as they heighten suspense and evoke anxiety in the reader about
what might happen next.

By analyzing the extract, we observe Shelley’s strategic use of language, pacing, and
imagery to keep the reader on edge, ensuring emotional engagement and curiosity. The
extract likely features a moment of imminent danger, moral dilemma, or
revelation—elements that naturally generate tension.

---

Techniques Shelley Uses to Create Tension

Shelley’s craft involves multiple interconnected techniques that build suspense and keep
the reader engrossed. These can be categorized into language choices, narrative
perspective, pacing, imagery, and thematic exploration.

1. Language and Diction

Shelley’s diction—word choice—is fundamental in establishing a tense atmosphere. She
employs:



- Dark and Foreboding Vocabulary: Words like “darkness,” “fear,” “ominous,” “threatening,”
evoke a sense of danger and uncertainty.
- Intensifying Adjectives and Adverbs: Descriptive terms such as “urgent,” “desperate,”
“silent,” or “haunting” escalate the emotional intensity.
- Repetition: Repeating key words or phrases emphasizes the gravity of the situation and
amplifies suspense.

Example: The use of words like “approaching,” “shadow,” or “looming” suggests an
impending threat, making the reader anticipate what’s to come.

2. Narrative Perspective and Structure

Shelley often employs a first-person narrative, which allows for intimate insight into Victor’s
thoughts and emotions. This perspective:

- Creates a sense of immediacy: Readers experience Victor’s fears and anxieties firsthand.
- Enhances unpredictability: The limited perspective keeps readers guessing about other
characters’ motives or the creature’s actions.
- Uses of Fragmented or Disjointed Sentences: Short, abrupt sentences mimic panic or
shock, increasing tension.

Structural techniques such as cliffhangers or withheld information also contribute to
suspense. For example, ending a paragraph with a revelation that is only partially explained
leaves the reader eager to know more.

3. Pacing and Sentence Structure

The pacing of Shelley’s narrative oscillates between rapid, short sentences and longer,
descriptive passages. This variation:

- Accelerates tension during moments of action or danger: Short sentences like “I froze.
Then I ran.” quicken the reader’s heartbeat.
- Slows down during reflection, building anticipation for what’s next.
- Uses rhythmic patterns: Repetition and parallel structures can heighten anxiety.

The deliberate pacing ensures that moments of suspense are felt more intensely, making
the reader more emotionally invested.

4. Imagery and Symbolism

Shelley employs vivid imagery to evoke a sense of dread and suspense. Common devices
include:

- Dark and Gothic Imagery: Descriptions of stormy nights, shadows, and eerie landscapes
set a sinister tone.



- Visual Symbols: The creature itself, often described with “glowing eyes,” “monstrous
form,” or “silent menace,” embodies danger.
- Nature as a Reflection of Mood: Storms or turbulent weather mirror inner turmoil,
heightening the sense of chaos and unpredictability.

This imagery immerses the reader into a suspenseful atmosphere, making the scene more
visceral.

5. Use of Foreshadowing and Uncertainty

Foreshadowing hints at potential danger or revelation, creating anticipation. Shelley often
employs:

- Uncertain Descriptions: Ambiguous language about the creature’s whereabouts or
intentions keeps the reader guessing.
- Hints of Doom: Early subtle references to impending catastrophe prepare the reader for a
tense climax.
- Inner Conflict: Victor’s internal struggles and doubts add psychological tension, as readers
wonder about the outcome.

This narrative technique sustains suspense by planting seeds of curiosity and concern.

---

The Role of Themes in Building Tension

Certain themes in “Frankenstein” inherently contribute to tension, notably:

- The Danger of Unchecked Scientific Ambition: Victor’s obsession with creating life
foreshadows tragic consequences.
- Isolation and Alienation: Both Victor and the creature experience loneliness, which
amplifies their fears and the reader’s empathy.
- Moral Dilemmas and Responsibility: Questions about ethics and accountability evoke
internal conflict, adding layers of tension.

These themes intertwine with the narrative techniques to deepen the sense of unease and
anticipation.

---

Analyzing the Extract: Key Elements That
Generate Tension

While the specific extract isn’t provided, typical elements that Shelley uses within tense



moments include:

- Descriptive Language of Atmosphere: Use of words that evoke a threatening environment,
such as “howling wind,” “darkened sky,” or “silent terror.”
- Climactic Moments: Scenes where Victor or the creature face imminent danger, with the
narrative heightening the stakes.
- Sensory Details: Descriptions that appeal to sight, sound, and feeling, immersing the
reader into the scene.
- Internal Monologue: Victor’s thoughts reveal his fears and moral conflicts, creating
psychological tension.
- Pacing: Rapid sentences during moments of action increase adrenaline, while slower
passages build suspense.

By dissecting these elements, we see how Shelley manipulates language and structure to
generate ongoing suspense.

---

Conclusion: Shelley’s Mastery in Creating Tension

In conclusion, Shelley’s “Frankenstein” exemplifies masterful tension-building through a
combination of linguistic choices, narrative techniques, imagery, themes, and structural
devices. Her use of dark, foreboding language creates an ominous mood, while her
strategic pacing and vivid imagery immerse the reader in a world teetering on the brink of
disaster. The psychological depth of her characters and the themes she explores deepen
the suspense, ensuring that readers remain engaged and emotionally invested. Analyzing
the extract reveals Shelley’s skill in crafting moments of heightened tension that serve to
underscore the novel’s overarching themes of danger, responsibility, and the unforeseen
consequences of human hubris.

By understanding these techniques, readers can appreciate how Shelley’s writing not only
tells a story but also evokes a visceral emotional response, making “Frankenstein” a
timeless masterpiece of Gothic literature and suspenseful storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Shelley use descriptive language to build
tension in the extract?
Shelley employs vivid and intense descriptive language, such as detailed imagery of the
environment or characters' expressions, to evoke a sense of unease and anticipation,
thereby heightening tension for the reader.



In what way does Shelley manipulate the pacing of the
extract to create suspense?
Shelley varies sentence length and pauses at crucial moments, slowing down the narrative
to emphasize suspense and quickening it during moments of action or revelation to
increase reader engagement and tension.

How does Shelley use foreshadowing to build tension in
the extract?
Shelley hints at future events or dangers through subtle clues or ominous descriptions,
creating an atmosphere of anticipation and unease that keeps the reader eager to discover
what happens next.

What role do the characters' emotions play in creating
tension in the extract?
The characters’ heightened emotions, such as fear, anxiety, or desperation, are vividly
depicted, making the reader empathize and feel the tension alongside them.

How does Shelley’s choice of setting contribute to the
overall tension in the extract?
Shelley sets the scene in a bleak, isolated, or foreboding environment, which amplifies
feelings of vulnerability and suspense, thus reinforcing the tension for the reader.

In what ways does Shelley use language to evoke a
sense of danger or threat?
Shelley uses words with aggressive or ominous connotations, as well as sensory details like
sounds or smells, to create a feeling of imminent danger that heightens tension.

How does Shelley’s use of dialogue in the extract
enhance the sense of tension?
Sparse or tense dialogue, often with pauses or fragmented speech, conveys characters’
distress or fear, adding to the overall feeling of suspense and unease.

How does Shelley structure the extract to maintain
suspense throughout?
Shelley structures the extract with a buildup of details leading to a climax, using techniques
like cliffhangers or unresolved questions to keep the reader engaged and tense.



What literary devices does Shelley employ to intensify
the tension in the extract?
Shelley uses devices such as imagery, foreshadowing, symbolism, and rhetorical questions
to deepen the mood of suspense and evoke emotional responses from the reader.

Additional Resources
Creating Tension in Mary Shelley’s "Frankenstein": An In-Depth Analysis of the Extract

Understanding how Mary Shelley masterfully constructs tension in her writing offers
profound insights into her narrative technique and her ability to evoke emotional responses
from readers. In the extract under analysis, Shelley employs a variety of literary devices
and structural choices to manipulate pacing, evoke suspense, and generate a sense of
foreboding. This detailed exploration will dissect the specific elements Shelley uses to
create tension, focusing on language, imagery, narrative perspective, and structural
features.

---

Establishing Atmosphere and Mood

One of Shelley’s primary methods to create tension is through the careful establishment of
atmosphere and mood. The environment described in the extract is laden with foreboding,
which primes the reader for a sense of impending crisis.

Use of Setting and Environment

- Dark and Ominous Settings: Shelley often situates her narrative in bleak, cold, or
foreboding environments—stormy nights, desolate landscapes, or shadowed interiors.
These settings evoke feelings of isolation and danger, heightening tension.
- Symbolic Elements: Nature often mirrors the emotional turbulence of characters. For
example, a storm or turbulent weather can symbolize chaos and internal conflict,
amplifying suspense.

Impact on the Reader

- The atmosphere immerses the reader into a world where danger feels imminent.
- The setting's bleakness acts as a catalyst, aligning the reader's mood with that of the
characters, thus deepening emotional engagement.

---



Language and Diction

Shelley’s choice of words plays a pivotal role in building tension. Her language is often
charged with intensity, ambiguity, and forewarning.

Use of Descriptive and Sensory Language

- Vivid imagery appeals to the senses, making the scene palpable. For example,
descriptions of sounds (creaking, whispers) or sights (shadowed figures, flickering lights)
create an immersive experience.
- Such descriptions evoke unease and anticipation, making the reader feel that something
ominous is about to occur.

Choice of Diction

- Shelley employs words with connotations of danger, mystery, and urgency—such as
“whispered,” “looming,” “darkness,” “trembling,” “haunting.”
- The diction often shifts from calm to frantic, mirroring the rising tension.

Use of Ambiguity and Uncertainty

- Shelley's language sometimes leaves details vague or ambiguous, encouraging
speculation and anxiety.
- For example, vague references to unseen threats or muffled sounds increase suspense.

---

Structural Techniques and Pacing

The structure of the extract is deliberately crafted to manipulate the reader’s sense of
timing and anticipation.

Climactic Build-up

- Shelley often employs a rising action, gradually increasing tension through a series of
escalating events or revelations.
- Short, choppy sentences may be used at moments of high tension to quicken the pace,
mimicking a racing heartbeat or running thoughts.



Use of Punctuation

- Dashes, ellipses, and exclamation marks can create pauses or abrupt stops, mimicking
breathlessness or surprise.
- This punctuation can slow down or accelerate the reading rhythm, heightening suspense.

Fragmented or Non-linear Narrative

- Shelley sometimes employs shifts in narrative perspective or time to disorient the reader
temporarily, which enhances the feeling of unpredictability.

---

Characterization and Internal Conflict

The internal states of Shelley’s characters, especially fear, guilt, or obsession, are central to
building tension.

Depiction of Emotional States

- The characters’ descriptions of their feelings—such as trembling, hesitation, or frantic
thoughts—are detailed and visceral.
- These portrayals allow the reader to empathize and mirror the characters’ anxiety.

Internal Monologue and Reflection

- Shelley often reveals characters’ thoughts directly, providing insight into their mounting
dread.
- The juxtaposition of rational thoughts with irrational fears creates a psychological tension.

Foreshadowing Internal Struggles

- Hints or clues about future events or dangers are woven into characters’ reflections,
building anticipatory tension.

---



Use of Symbols and Imagery

Shelley uses symbolic elements and stark imagery to evoke emotional responses and
generate suspense.

Darkness and Light

- Darkness often symbolizes danger, ignorance, or death, while fleeting moments of light or
clarity may signify hope or revelation.
- The interplay between these elements creates a tense atmosphere where safety feels
fragile.

Unseen Threats and Shadows

- Shadows, obscured figures, or muffled sounds suggest hidden dangers, prompting the
reader to imagine the worst.
- The fear of the unknown is a powerful tension builder in Gothic literature.

Imagery of Body and Decay

- Descriptions of rotting, dismemberment, or unnatural creations evoke disgust and dread,
reinforcing the horror and tension.

---

Sound and Silence

Auditory elements are crucial in creating a sense of suspense.

Use of Onomatopoeia and Sound Devices

- Shelley's descriptions of creaking, whispering, or distant thunder heighten the reader’s
alertness.
- Sudden loud sounds or the absence of noise can evoke shock or anticipation.

Silence as a Tension Device

- Prolonged silence or moments of stillness can be more unsettling than noise, emphasizing



the moment’s gravity.
- The silence often indicates something ominous lurking just beyond perception.

---

Foreshadowing and Climax Preparation

Shelley skillfully foreshadows future events, creating a sustained sense of suspense.

Hints and Clues

- Subtle clues about impending danger or revelation are embedded in dialogue, description,
or character thoughts.
- These hints keep the reader guessing and enhance the emotional investment.

Climactic Moments

- The extract often builds toward a climax where tension reaches its peak—this could be a
sudden discovery, a scream, or a revelation.
- Shelley’s pacing ensures that the reader’s anticipation is maintained until this pivotal
moment.

---

Conclusion: How Shelley’s Techniques Combine to
Create Tension

Mary Shelley’s mastery lies in her ability to seamlessly intertwine various literary devices to
sustain and heighten tension throughout her extract. Her atmospheric settings, precise
language, structural choices, and psychological insight work collectively to immerse the
reader in a narrative that feels unpredictable and charged with suspense. By manipulating
pace, employing vivid imagery, and exploring internal conflicts, Shelley ensures that her
audience remains gripped, eager to uncover what lies ahead. Her use of the
unknown—through shadows, silence, and ambiguity—serves as a powerful tool to evoke
fear and anticipation, hallmark traits of Gothic literature.

In essence, Shelley’s creation of tension is a multi-layered process that involves every
element of her craft. Her ability to evoke visceral responses, her strategic pacing, and her
mastery of atmosphere make her work enduringly compelling and a prime example of
Gothic storytelling’s power to evoke suspense and emotional engagement.

---



Final thought: Analyzing the extract reveals that Shelley’s skillful use of language,
environment, psychological depth, and structural techniques collectively craft an
atmosphere thick with suspense. Her nuanced control over these elements ensures that the
reader remains captivated, feeling both the immediate danger and the slow-burning dread
that characterizes her Gothic masterpiece.
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