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Expressing regret or longing about a past event is a common sentiment in human emotions. The
phrase “I wish he ............. with me that day” encapsulates the desire to alter a previous moment,
often implying missed opportunities or unfulfilled hopes. The options—Had Come, Was, Had Been,
and Would Be—each carry distinct grammatical and contextual nuances that influence the meaning
of the sentence. Understanding how to choose the correct option enhances your mastery of English
grammar and helps articulate feelings more precisely. In this article, we will explore the differences
between these options, their correct usage, and tips for mastering similar expressions, all focused on
the phrase in question.

---

Understanding the Context of the Phrase

Before delving into the specific options, it’s essential to comprehend the overall context of the
phrase "I wish he ............. with me that day." This expression typically reflects a past event or
situation the speaker regrets or wishes had been different. The phrase is often used in situations
involving missed opportunities, regrets, or longing for someone’s presence during a particular
moment.

For example:
- "I wish he had come with me that day" suggests the speaker wanted the person to join them in the
past.
- "I wish he was with me that day" indicates a desire for someone’s presence during a specific past
moment.
- "I wish he had been with me that day" also expresses a similar sentiment but with a slightly
different grammatical nuance.
- "I wish he would be with me that day" may imply a future-oriented wish or a desire for a different
kind of ongoing or future involvement.

Understanding the subtle differences will help in choosing the correct verb form.

---

Analyzing Each Option in Detail

Option A: Had Come



Usage and Meaning:
"Had come" is the past perfect tense of "come." It is used to indicate an action completed before
another past action or point in time. The phrase "I wish he had come with me that day" expresses
regret or desire that he arrived or joined in the past.

When to Use:
- When referring to a specific event in the past that did not happen.
- When expressing regret about a missed opportunity.
- To emphasize that the action was expected or hoped for but did not occur.

Example:
- "I wish he had come with me to the concert last weekend."
- "If only he had come with me, things might have turned out differently."

SEO Keywords: Past perfect regret, missed opportunity, expressing longing in past tense.

---

Option B: Was

Usage and Meaning:
"Was" is the simple past tense of "be" (for the first and third person singular). The phrase "I wish he
was with me that day" uses the subjunctive mood informally, but technically, the correct subjunctive
form should be "were." Nonetheless, in everyday speech, "was" is often used.

When to Use:
- To express a present or ongoing desire about a past situation (though this is grammatically less
precise).
- To convey a wish that someone was present at a specific past moment.

Example:
- "I wish he was with me that day" (colloquial usage).
- More formally, it should be "I wish he were with me that day."

SEO Keywords: Past tense "was," expressing wishes about past states, subjunctive mood in English.

---

Option C: Had Been

Usage and Meaning:
"Had been" is the past perfect tense of "be," used to describe a state or condition that existed before
a certain point in the past. The phrase "I wish he had been with me that day" emphasizes that the
person’s presence was absent and the speaker regrets that.

When to Use:
- When emphasizing the state or condition over a period of time in the past.



- To express regret about someone’s absence during a past event.

Example:
- "I wish he had been with me during the meeting."
- "I wish he had been here when I needed him."

SEO Keywords: Past perfect "had been," regrets about presence or absence, past tense emotional
expressions.

---

Option D: Would Be

Usage and Meaning:
"Would be" is a conditional form, often used for hypothetical or future situations. The phrase "I wish
he would be with me that day" is less about the past and more about a desire or wish for a different
future or ongoing situation.

When to Use:
- When expressing a wish for someone to be present or involved in a future event.
- To indicate a desire that is unlikely or impossible to happen now or in the future.

Example:
- "I wish he would be with me when I need him."
- "I wish he would be here today."

In the context of "that day," which refers to a past event, "would be" is less appropriate unless the
speaker is expressing a wish that the situation were different in a hypothetical sense.

SEO Keywords: Conditional wishes, hypothetical expressions, future-oriented regrets.

---

Choosing the Correct Option for Different Contexts

The correct choice depends heavily on the specific context and what the speaker wants to
emphasize—whether it’s regret about a missed opportunity, a desire for someone’s presence at a
past event, or a hypothetical future scenario.

| Context | Best Option | Explanation |
| --- | --- | --- |
| Expressing regret that someone did not join in the past | A) Had Come | Past perfect to indicate
missed opportunity. |
| Desiring someone’s presence during a past event | C) Had Been | Past perfect emphasizing absence
during the event. |
| Colloquially wishing someone was present (less formal) | B) Was | Simple past, though less precise
grammatically. |



| Wishing for a future or hypothetical involvement | D) Would Be | Conditional mood for
future/hypothetical wishes. |

Example Sentences:
- "I wish he had come with me that day." (regret about a missed past opportunity)
- "I wish he had been with me that day." (regret about his absence during a specific past event)
- "I wish he was with me that day." (colloquial, less formal)
- "I wish he would be with me that day." (hope for future involvement or a hypothetical scenario)

---

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

1. Confusing Past Perfect and Simple Past
- Use "had come" or "had been" for actions or states completed before another past moment.
- Use "was" only in colloquial speech, but "were" is preferred for subjunctive mood.

2. Using "Would Be" in Past Contexts
- "Would be" is unsuitable when referring to definite past events; it's better suited for future or
hypothetical wishes.

3. Neglecting the Subjunctive Mood
- Properly, "were" should replace "was" in formal contexts: "I wish he were with me."

4. Overlooking the Nuance Between "Come" and "Been"
- "Come" emphasizes the action of arriving, while "been" emphasizes the state of presence or
absence.

---

Mastering the Expression for SEO and Effective
Communication

For SEO purposes, understanding the nuances of this phrase allows content creators to target
keywords such as:

- "Expressing regret about past events"
- "Using past perfect in English"
- "Wishes about missed opportunities"
- "Difference between had come and had been"
- "How to use wish sentences in English"

In writing content around this phrase, incorporating relevant keywords naturally improves search
engine ranking and helps readers better understand the grammatical structures involved.

---



Conclusion: Which Option Should You Use?

The best choice among the options depends on the specific sentiment and context you wish to
convey:

- Use "had come" when expressing regret about someone not arriving or joining in the past.
- Use "had been" to emphasize someone’s absence during a specific event.
- Use "was" in informal contexts or colloquial speech to express a wish about past presence.
- Use "would be" when expressing a future or hypothetical wish, though less appropriate for a direct
past event.

Mastering these subtle differences enhances your ability to communicate complex emotions
accurately and effectively. Whether you're writing a heartfelt letter, analyzing a literary quote, or
crafting SEO-optimized content, understanding the correct usage of these verb forms will elevate
your language skills and clarity.

---

Remember, the key to choosing the right option lies in understanding the tense, aspect, and mood
that best fit your intended meaning. Practice constructing sentences with each option to see how
they change the nuance of your message, and you'll gain confidence in expressing past regrets and
wishes with precision.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which option best completes the sentence: 'I wish he .............
with me that day'? A) Had Come B) Was C) Had Been D)
Would Be
A) Had Come

What is the correct verb tense to use in the sentence 'I wish he
............. with me that day' to express a past regret?
The correct choice is 'Had Come' (A), as it forms a past perfect tense indicating a regret about a past
event.

In the sentence 'I wish he ............. with me that day,' which
option expresses a hypothetical or contrary-to-fact situation?
Option C) Had Been, can be used to express a hypothetical or unreal situation, but in this context,
'Had Come' (A) is the most appropriate for expressing regret about a specific past action.



Why is 'Had Come' the most suitable answer for completing
the sentence?
Because it correctly conveys a past perfect tense, indicating a regret about something that did not
happen in the past.

How does choosing 'Was' (B) or 'Would Be' (D) change the
meaning of the sentence?
Using 'Was' (B) would suggest a simple past tense, which is less appropriate for expressing regret,
while 'Would Be' (D) implies a conditional or future hypothetical, not fitting the past context of the
sentence.

Additional Resources
I Wish He ............. With Me That Day is a phrase that immediately evokes a sense of longing, regret,
and reflection. It captures the complex emotions we experience when wishing for a different
outcome in past events, especially in relationships or significant moments. The phrase invites us to
explore the nuances of English verb tenses and mood, particularly when expressing hypothetical
situations or regrets about the past. Selecting the correct form to complete the sentence—whether
"had come," "was," "had been," or "would be"—can significantly alter the meaning and emotional
impact of the statement. This article aims to dissect these options thoroughly, providing clarity on
their grammatical usage, contextual appropriateness, and the subtle differences they convey.

---

Understanding the Sentence Context

Before delving into each option, it’s important to understand the overall context of the sentence:

- The phrase "I wish" signals a desire for an unreal or hypothetical situation.
- The phrase "He ............. with me that day" indicates a past event that did not happen but is being
wished for.
- The sentence inherently involves a subjunctive mood, which is used to express wishes,
hypotheticals, or contrary-to-fact statements.

Given this, the choice of verb form after "I wish" must align with the nuance of regret or
hypothetical past scenarios.

---

Analyzing Each Option



A) Had Come

Usage & Explanation:
- "Had come" is the past perfect tense.
- Used to indicate an action completed before another past event.
- In the context of the sentence, it suggests that the person did not come, but the speaker wishes
they had.

Example in context:
- I wish he had come with me that day.
This expresses regret that he did not come, but the speaker wishes he had.

Pros:
- Correctly conveys a past unreal situation.
- Commonly used in third conditional sentences to express regret.

Cons:
- Slightly formal; might sound less natural in casual speech.
- Assumes the event is entirely in the past, with no ongoing relevance.

Summary:
Using "had come" is the most grammatically correct choice when expressing regret about a past
event that did not happen.

---

B) Was

Usage & Explanation:
- "Was" is the simple past tense of "to be."
- It indicates a state or occurrence at a specific time in the past.

Example in context:
- I wish he was with me that day.
This usage is somewhat grammatically acceptable but less precise.

Pros:
- Simpler and more colloquial.
- Common in informal speech, especially in American English.

Cons:
- Less precise when expressing hypothetical past situations.
- Grammatically, the subjunctive form "were" is preferred after "I wish" in formal contexts.

Note:
In standard English, especially formal, the subjunctive "were" is preferred for hypothetical or unreal
situations:
- I wish he were with me that day.



Summary:
While "was" can be used in casual speech, "were" (subjunctive) is more appropriate for expressing
unreal past wishes.

---

C) Had Been

Usage & Explanation:
- "Had been" is the past perfect continuous form.
- Indicates a state or action that was ongoing in the past before another past point.

Example in context:
- I wish he had been with me that day.
This implies he was not with me, but the speaker regrets that he was not there during that time.

Pros:
- Emphasizes the ongoing nature of his absence.
- Suitable when referring to a period or ongoing situation.

Cons:
- Slightly more complex than necessary if the focus is on the fact of his absence.
- Less common in simple wish statements about past events.

Summary:
"Had been" can be used to express regret about someone not being present during a past period,
emphasizing the duration or ongoing aspect.

---

D) Would Be

Usage & Explanation:
- "Would be" is a conditional form, indicating hypothetical or future-in-the-imaginary sense.
- Not typically used in simple past wish statements, but in conditional sentences.

Example in context:
- I wish he would be with me that day.
This suggests a desire for him to be present, perhaps implying the possibility or hope.

Pros:
- Used in expressing desires for future or hypothetical situations.
- Adds a nuance of willingness or expectation.

Cons:
- Less appropriate for expressing regret about past events.
- Can imply a different meaning—more about desire than regret.



Summary:
"Would be" shifts the focus from past regret to a desire or expectation, making it less suitable for the
context of wishing about a past event that did not happen.

---

Grammatical and Contextual Recommendations

Based on the analysis, the most suitable options for completing the sentence "I wish he ............. with
me that day" depend on the nuance:

- For expressing regret about a past event:
"had come" (Option A) is the most appropriate, aligning with the third conditional structure:

I wish he had come with me that day.

- For emphasizing the ongoing absence during that day:
"had been" (Option C) is suitable:

I wish he had been with me that day.

- For casual or colloquial expressions:
"was" (Option B), though "were" would be better grammatically:

I wish he were with me that day.

- For expressing desire or hope (less about regret):
"would be" (Option D) can be used but changes the nuance:

I wish he would be with me that day.

---

Conclusion: Which Option is Best?

Considering the grammatical rules, common usage, and the emotional tone of regret, Option A ("had
come") emerges as the most appropriate choice for completing the sentence:

"I wish he had come with me that day."

This construction correctly employs the third conditional form, which is used explicitly to express
regrets about past actions or events that did not occur. It accurately captures the sentiment of
wishing for a different past and is widely accepted in both formal and informal contexts.

Summary of key points:
- Use "had come" for expressing regret about a past event.



- Use "had been" for emphasizing ongoing absence.
- Use "was" or "were" in informal or less formal contexts, with "were" being more grammatically
correct.
- Reserve "would be" for desires about present or future hypothetical situations, not past regrets.

---

Final Thoughts

Understanding the subtle differences among these options enhances both grammatical precision and
emotional expression in English. When constructing sentences that convey regret, longing, or
hypothetical past scenarios, paying attention to tense and mood is crucial. The phrase "I wish he
............. with me that day" exemplifies how a small change in verb form can significantly alter the
meaning and emotional weight of a sentence. Mastery of these nuances not only improves language
proficiency but also enriches the ability to express complex feelings accurately and effectively.

I Wish He With Me That Day A Had Come B Was C Had Been D
Would Be

I Wish He With Me That Day A Had Come B Was C Had Been D Would Be
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