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Lorraine Hansberry’s classic play A Raisin in the Sun explores the hopes, dreams, and struggles of an

African American family confronting racial discrimination, economic hardship, and personal aspirations

in 1950s Chicago. Central to the story is how each family member envisions their future, reflecting

their individual desires, cultural values, and responses to the societal obstacles they face. These

differing perspectives create tension, highlight generational divides, and underscore the complex

nature of aspirations within a family unit. Understanding these contrasting visions provides deeper

insight into each character’s motivations and the overarching themes of hope, identity, and

perseverance.

---

Walter Lee Younger: The Dream of Prosperity and Self-Worth

His Aspirations for Wealth and Status

Walter Lee Younger is driven by a desire to achieve financial success and elevate his family’s social

standing. He sees money as a means to gain respect, independence, and control over his life. For

Walter, the future symbolizes a chance to escape the limitations imposed by poverty and racial

discrimination. His dream involves investing in a liquor store, which he believes will secure him a

prosperous future and establish his identity as a successful provider.



He views wealth as a path to respectability and dignity.

He hopes to provide a better life for his son Travis.

He seeks to fulfill his personal ambitions, feeling stifled by his current job as a chauffeur.

His View on Personal Identity and Masculinity

Walter’s vision of the future is intertwined with notions of masculinity. He equates success with being a

man who can provide for his family, asserting that financial independence is essential for his self-

worth. His desire to own a business becomes a symbol of his manhood, and his failure or success

directly impacts his sense of identity.

---

Ruth Younger: The Practicality of Stability and Family Unity

Focus on Family Well-being

Ruth’s outlook on the future centers on stability, safety, and the well-being of her family. She is

pragmatic and often acts as the voice of reason, balancing her own hopes with the realities they face.

Ruth’s primary concern is creating a secure environment for Travis and her husband, even if it means

sacrificing some of her personal dreams.

She hopes for a safe home and a stable financial situation.

Her dreams are modest but vital—she wishes for a better life for her son and her family.



She often demonstrates resilience, accepting the limitations imposed by their circumstances.

Attitudes Toward the Future

Ruth tends to view the future with cautious optimism. She recognizes the obstacles but remains

committed to supporting her family’s survival. Her perspective emphasizes the importance of unity and

perseverance over individual ambitions.

---

Beneatha Younger: The Search for Identity and Education

Dreams of Education and Self-Discovery

Beneatha’s vision of the future is shaped by her desire for self-improvement, education, and cultural

identity. She aspires to become a doctor, which symbolizes her quest for independence and societal

progress. Beneatha also seeks to explore her African heritage, reflecting her broader quest for identity

beyond her immediate environment.

She hopes to break free from traditional gender roles and expectations.

Her dreams include cultural pride, exploring her roots, and personal growth.

She values education as a pathway to empowerment and societal change.



Her View on Success and Self-Realization

Beneatha envisions a future where she can forge her own identity, unbound by racial and gender

limitations. She believes that education and self-awareness are key to achieving her goals, and she

resists conforming to societal expectations that might hinder her personal development.

---

Mama Lena Younger: The Dream of Home and Legacy

Desire for a House and Stability

Mama’s vision of the future is rooted in her deep desire for a home of her own—a symbol of stability,

security, and respectability. She dreams of owning a house in a better neighborhood, which represents

her hope for a better life for her family and a legacy she can be proud of.

She sees the house as a sanctuary and a foundation for family unity.

Her aspirations are tied to values of hard work, honesty, and respectability.

She hopes to leave a legacy for her children and future generations.

Her Perspective on Prosperity and Racial Pride

Mama’s outlook includes a sense of racial pride and dignity. She believes that owning property is a

form of asserting their worth and resisting societal oppression. Her hopes for the future are intertwined

with her cultural identity and the desire for her family to be respected members of society.



---

Contrasts and Conflicts in Future Visions

Generational Differences

The play vividly illustrates how different generations within the family hold contrasting visions for the

future. Mama and Ruth tend to focus on stability, homeownership, and family unity, reflecting

traditional values. In contrast, Walter and Beneatha have more individualistic aspirations—Walter seeks

wealth and status, while Beneatha desires self-actualization and cultural identity.

Clashing Dreams and Values

These differing visions create conflicts:

- Walter’s pursuit of wealth clashes with Mama’s emphasis on homeownership and moral integrity.

- Beneatha’s quest for personal identity challenges traditional gender roles and societal expectations.

- Ruth’s pragmatic approach sometimes conflicts with Walter’s idealism.

Impact on Family Dynamics

The divergence in future visions leads to tension, misunderstandings, and moments of reconciliation.

Each character’s hopes reflect their understanding of what is most important, revealing the complexity

of family bonds amid conflicting dreams.

---



Conclusion: The Intersection of Dreams and Reality

In A Raisin In The Sun, the varying perspectives on the future underscore the universal human

experience of dreaming amidst adversity. Each family member’s vision—whether rooted in material

success, stability, education, or legacy—shapes their actions and reactions throughout the play. Their

differing views highlight the importance of understanding and respecting diverse aspirations within a

family, especially when confronting societal barriers. Ultimately, Hansberry’s play reminds us that while

dreams may differ, hope and perseverance are shared threads that bind families together in the pursuit

of a better future.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Walter Younger envision his future differently from his family

members in A Raisin in the Sun?

Walter dreams of financial success and business ownership, believing that wealth will bring respect

and fulfillment, whereas his family members prioritize stability, education, and traditional values over

material wealth.

In what ways does Beneatha see her future differently compared to her

brother Walter?

Beneatha aspires to become a doctor and values education and personal growth, viewing her future as

an opportunity for independence and self-fulfillment, contrasting with Walter's focus on economic

success.

How does Mama's vision of the future contrast with Walter's

ambitions?

Mama desires a stable, proud family life, owning a home and providing a secure environment, while



Walter's focus is more on economic achievement and entrepreneurial success, sometimes overlooking

the emotional and familial stability Mama values.

What role does Ruth's perspective on the family's future play in the

story?

Ruth seeks a better, more stable life for her family, often emphasizing practicality and the importance

of unity, which sometimes conflicts with Walter's dreams of wealth and Beneatha's ambitions for

personal achievement.

How do the younger family members' aspirations reflect their cultural

and societal views?

Each family member's aspirations are shaped by their experiences and societal expectations—Walter

desires upward mobility through entrepreneurship, Beneatha seeks education and identity, and Mama

yearns for stability, illustrating differing views on success and progress.

In what ways do the family members' differing visions for the future

create conflict in the play?

Conflicts arise as Walter's desire for financial independence clashes with Mama's traditional values,

Beneatha's modern aspirations challenge the family's cultural expectations, and Ruth's practical

concerns sometimes oppose the more ambitious dreams of her husband and sister.

How does the play ultimately suggest that these differing visions can

be reconciled?

The play suggests that understanding, respect, and unity among family members can help reconcile

differing visions, emphasizing the importance of shared goals and supporting each other's dreams

despite differences.



What message does A Raisin in the Sun convey about the importance

of personal future aspirations within a family?

The play highlights that individual dreams are vital to personal identity, but they should be balanced

with family values and support, ultimately advocating for collective growth and understanding to

achieve a better future.

Additional Resources

In A Raisin in the Sun, How Do the Members of the Family View Their Future Differently?

Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun is a profound exploration of dreams, aspirations, and the divergent

paths individuals envision for their futures. The Younger family, emblematic of African American

struggles during the 1950s, each perceives their future through a unique lens shaped by personal

experiences, societal expectations, and individual ambitions. This divergence in outlooks creates a

complex tapestry of hope, conflict, and resilience that drives the play’s narrative. Here, we delve into

how each family member envisions their future and the reasons behind their differing perspectives.

---

Overview of the Younger Family Dynamics

Before analyzing individual perspectives, it is essential to understand the family members and their

backgrounds:

- Lena Younger (Mama): The matriarch, rooted in traditional values and religious faith, dreams of

owning a home and securing her family’s stability.

- Walter Lee Younger: The patriarch’s son, ambitious and eager for economic success, dreams of

financial independence and elevating his family’s social status.



- Beneatha Younger: The younger sister, intellectual and progressive, aspires to become a doctor and

seeks personal identity beyond societal expectations.

- Ruth Younger: Walter’s wife, pragmatic and worn, hopes for a better life but is more cautious about

the possibility of change.

- Travis Younger: The young son, representing innocence and hope for a brighter future.

Each character’s aspirations stem from their individual experiences, societal pressures, and personal

desires, leading to contrasting visions of what the future holds.

---

Mama’s Vision of the Future: Stability, Home, and Traditional

Values

Core Aspirations

Mama’s outlook is deeply rooted in her desire for stability, security, and a sense of dignity through

homeownership. Her vision of the future is centered around:

- Owning a House: For Mama, owning a home symbolizes success, independence, and respectability.

She dreams of a place where her family can be proud and free from the oppression associated with

renting or living in impoverished conditions.

- Providing for Her Family: She envisions a future where her family is financially stable, with enough to

meet their needs and maintain their dignity.

- Preserving Traditional Values: Her aspirations are intertwined with faith, family unity, and cultural

pride. She sees her future as a continuation of these values.



Viewpoint and Motivations

Mama’s perspective is influenced by her experiences of hardship and her faith in hard work and

perseverance. She believes that:

- Homeownership is a moral achievement: It is a way to affirm her worth and that of her family.

- Sacrifice is necessary: She has sacrificed her youth and comfort to ensure her family’s well-being.

- The future depends on moral integrity: She hopes that her children will uphold the family’s values

and find happiness through stability and faith.

Implications of Her Vision

Mama’s dreams drive her to purchase the house in Clybourne Park, symbolizing hope and progress.

Her perspective emphasizes:

- The importance of roots and community.

- The belief that hard work will eventually lead to the realization of her dreams.

- A cautious optimism rooted in faith and tradition.

---

Walter Lee’s Vision: Economic Success and Personal

Fulfillment

Core Aspirations

Walter’s dreams are centered around financial independence, social mobility, and personal pride. His

vision of the future includes:



- Running a Business: Walter aspires to own and operate a liquor store, which he believes will elevate

his status and provide economic security.

- Providing for Family’s Comfort: He wants to give his family a better life—more material comfort,

leisure, and respect.

- Achieving Masculine Identity: For Walter, success is tied to being a provider and a man of influence.

He sees economic success as a way to validate his masculinity and self-worth.

Viewpoint and Motivations

Walter’s perspective is shaped by societal limitations and personal frustrations:

- Desire for Self-Realization: He feels confined by his job as a chauffeur and yearns for enterprise and

independence.

- Societal Expectations: During the 1950s, economic success was often linked to masculinity and

social status, which Walter deeply desires.

- Disillusionment and Pride: His dreams are also a reaction to racial and economic barriers, fueling his

determination to succeed on his own terms.

Implications of His Vision

Walter’s pursuit of wealth and status leads to tension within the family, especially when his plans

threaten the family’s unity or Mama’s moral values. His perspective highlights:

- The importance of economic empowerment as a pathway to dignity.

- A belief that success can redefine his identity beyond societal limitations.

- The tension between material aspirations and moral integrity, especially evident when he considers

accepting the buyout from the Clybourne Park residents.

---



Beneatha’s Vision: Personal Identity, Education, and Cultural

Heritage

Core Aspirations

Beneatha’s dreams are characterized by a desire for self-discovery and societal contribution:

- Becoming a Doctor: Her primary goal is to attain a professional career, breaking racial and gender

barriers.

- Exploring Heritage: Beneatha is interested in African culture and identity, seeking to connect with her

roots and challenge assimilationist tendencies.

- Personal Development: She aspires to develop her individuality, independent of family expectations

or societal roles.

Viewpoint and Motivations

Beneatha’s outlook is influenced by her education and progressive views:

- Rejection of Traditional Roles: She resists being confined to domestic or traditional expectations.

- Ambition for Self-Realization: Her pursuit of a career symbolizes her desire to forge her own path.

- Cultural Pride: Her interest in African heritage reflects a broader desire to redefine identity beyond

societal stereotypes.

Implications of Her Vision

Beneatha’s aspirations often clash with other family members’ views, especially Mama’s traditional

values. Her perspective emphasizes:

- The importance of education and self-empowerment.



- Challenging societal and racial stereotypes.

- The pursuit of personal fulfillment over material wealth.

---

Ruth’s View: Pragmatism and Hope for a Better Life

Core Aspirations

Ruth’s dreams are more pragmatic and centered around stability and family happiness:

- Providing a Stable Home: She hopes for a safe, comfortable environment for Travis and the family.

- Health and Well-being: Ruth’s concern for her health and her family’s future influences her cautious

outlook.

- Hope for Improvement: She shares her family’s desire for upward mobility but remains practical

about the challenges involved.

Viewpoint and Motivations

Ruth’s perspective is shaped by her exhaustion and realistic outlook:

- Cautious Optimism: While she hopes for change, she recognizes the obstacles.

- Focus on Family Unity: She emphasizes the importance of maintaining family harmony.

- Acceptance of Limitations: Ruth often accepts her circumstances but dreams quietly of a better

future.



Implications of Her View

Ruth’s pragmatic approach balances her family’s aspirations with the realities they face, emphasizing:

- The importance of health, stability, and love.

- The need for patience and resilience.

- The recognition that hope must be tempered with practicality.

---

Travis and the Future: Innocence and Hope

Travis, the youngest family member, symbolizes hope and the future’s potential. Though he lacks a

detailed plan, his innocence and dreams represent the collective aspiration for a better tomorrow.

- Hope for Opportunity: Travis’s future is envisioned as brighter, filled with possibilities.

- Symbol of Continuity: His innocence underscores the importance of nurturing dreams and aspirations

across generations.

---

Conclusion: Divergent Visions, a Shared Dream

The Younger family’s differing perspectives on their future reflect the complex interplay of personal

ambitions, societal pressures, and cultural values. While Mama’s focus on stability and tradition

provides a moral anchor, Walter’s pursuit of economic success embodies aspiration and pride.

Beneatha’s quest for self-identity challenges societal norms, and Ruth’s pragmatic hope anchors the

family’s collective resilience.



Despite their differences, these visions are intertwined—each member’s dreams influence and

sometimes conflict with the others. The play ultimately suggests that understanding and balancing

these divergent hopes is essential for the family's unity and progress. A Raisin in the Sun masterfully

portrays how diverse visions of the future can coexist, clash, and ultimately shape the journey toward

achieving the American dream, especially within the context of racial and economic adversity.

Through this rich tapestry of perspectives, Lorraine Hansberry invites viewers to reflect on their own

visions of the future, the sacrifices involved, and the collective hope that sustains families through

difficult times.
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