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Roald Dahl’s story Skin is a captivating narrative that explores themes of
beauty, vanity, and the superficial nature of appearances. Central to this
story is the character Soutine, whose identity, origins, and role are
essential to understanding the plot's depth and message. In this article, we
will delve into who Soutine is, where he comes from, and what significance he
holds within the story, providing a comprehensive analysis that enhances your
appreciation of Dahl’s work.

Understanding Soutine: Who Is Soutine?

Introduction to the Character

Soutine is a key character in Roald Dahl's Skin, often perceived as a
symbolic figure representing vanity and superficial beauty. Though not a main
protagonist, Soutine's presence and actions significantly influence the
story's development and its moral lessons. His character embodies the themes
Dahl aims to critique—particularly society’s obsession with appearance.

Soutine is depicted as a young man who is obsessed with maintaining his
physical attractiveness. His character is crafted with traits that emphasize
vanity, superficiality, and a desire for external validation. Dahl presents
Soutine as a reflection of societal flaws, making him a fitting subject for a
story that warns about the dangers of valuing outward appearances over inner
virtues.

Physical Description and Personality Traits

While Dahl’s narrative provides limited physical description, Soutine is
characterized by:

- An obsession with his appearance and beauty
- A vain attitude, often preoccupied with how others perceive him
- A superficial demeanor that prioritizes external beauty over internal



qualities

His personality is marked by arrogance and a shallow sense of self-worth
rooted in physical attractiveness. This characterization is crucial because
it sets the stage for the story's moral lesson.

Symbolic Role of Soutine

Soutine serves as a symbol of societal superficiality. His obsession with
skin and appearance underscores the dangers of valuing looks above all else.
Dahl uses Soutine to critique societal standards that equate beauty with
worth, illustrating how such values can lead to destructive behaviors.

Where Is Soutine From? Tracing His Origins

Background and Cultural Context

In Roald Dahl’s Skin, Soutine's background is not extensively elaborated, but
several clues suggest his cultural origins. The story hints that Soutine is
from a European background, possibly Eastern European, aligning with the name
'Soutine,' which could be inspired by or reminiscent of the surname of the
famous Russian painter Chaim Soutine.

Dahl’s choice of name and the character’s demeanor evoke an Eastern European
or Jewish heritage, which was often associated with certain cultural
standards of beauty and traditional values. This background adds layers of
complexity to Soutine’s character, emphasizing themes of identity and
societal expectations.

Geographical Setting

The story predominantly takes place in a contemporary, Western setting,
likely in England or America, where societal standards of beauty are
prominent. Soutine’s background, however, is implied to be from a different,
perhaps Eastern European, cultural context.

The geographical and cultural background influences how Soutine perceives
beauty and how others treat him, reinforcing the story’s critique of
superficial societal values.



Implications of His Origins

Understanding Soutine’s origins helps readers grasp the universality of the
story’s themes. The obsession with appearance is not confined to one culture
or region but is a widespread societal issue. Dahl’'s portrayal of Soutine as
coming from a different cultural background emphasizes that vanity and
superficiality are common human flaws, transcending borders.

Soutine’s Role in the Story: Significance and
Moral Lessons

Central Conflict and Soutine’s Actions

In Skin, Soutine’s primary role revolves around his obsession with his
appearance and his desire to preserve his youthful skin. His actions—such as
obsessively tending to his skin and seeking external remedies—drive the plot
forward.

He visits various practitioners and uses different products to maintain his
beauty, illustrating the lengths people go to in pursuit of superficial
perfection. His preoccupation with skin becomes a metaphor for society’s
fixation on external beauty.

The Transformation and Its Significance

Soutine’s story takes a dark turn when his obsession leads to a disturbing
transformation. Dahl reveals that Soutine’s desire to preserve his skin
results in a supernatural or grotesque change, symbolizing the destructive
consequences of vanity.

This transformation underscores a moral lesson: valuing outer appearances

over inner qualities can lead to loss of identity and humanity. Soutine’s
fate serves as a warning against superficial values.

What Soutine Represents

Soutine embodies several themes within the story:

- Vanity and superficiality: His obsession with skin highlights society’s
fixation on external beauty.



- Consequences of obsession: His downfall exemplifies how excessive concern
with appearance can be destructive.

- Societal critique: Dahl uses Soutine as a vehicle to critique societal
standards that prioritize looks over character.

Impact on the Reader and Moral Takeaways

Through Soutine’s character, Dahl imparts important lessons:

- Outer beauty is fleeting and superficial.

- True worth lies within—character, kindness, and integrity are more
valuable.

- Obsessing over appearances can lead to loss of self and moral decay.

By illustrating Soutine’s tragic end, Dahl emphasizes the importance of inner
virtues and warns against the perils of vanity.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of Soutine
in Roald Dahl’s Skin

Soutine’s character, origins, and role in Roald Dahl’s Skin serve to
reinforce the story’'s core themes about society’s obsession with outward
appearances. His background, symbolic significance, and tragic transformation
make him a compelling figure who embodies the dangers of superficiality.

Dahl’s Skin remains a powerful cautionary tale that encourages readers to
value inner qualities over external appearances. Soutine’s story is a
reminder that beauty, when prioritized above all else, can lead to
destructive consequences. Understanding who Soutine is and his role in the
narrative enhances our comprehension of Dahl’s critique of societal norms and
the importance of inner virtue.

In summary:

- Soutine is a vain young man obsessed with his skin and appearance.

- He is likely from an Eastern European background, symbolizing universal
themes.

- His role in the story highlights the dangers of superficial values and the
importance of inner beauty.

- Dahl’'s story warns that obsession with external perfection can lead to
tragic outcomes, emphasizing the value of character over external appearance.

By exploring these aspects, readers gain a deeper appreciation for Roald
Dahl’s Skin and its timeless message about the true nature of beauty and



worth.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Soutine in the context of Skin by Roald Dahl?

Soutine is a character referenced in Roald Dahl's story, often depicted as an
artist or figure whose story and background add depth to the narrative's
themes.

Where is Soutine from and what is his background?

Soutine is based on the real-life artist Chaim Soutine, who was born in
Smilavichy, Belarus, and is known for his expressionist paintings, reflecting
his Eastern European origins.

What role does Soutine play in Roald Dahl's story
'Skin'?
In 'Skin,' Soutine serves as a symbolic or influential figure, representing

themes of artistry, inner beauty, or cultural identity that influence the
protagonist's perspective.

How does Soutine's background influence the themes
of the story?

Soutine's Eastern European roots and artistic legacy highlight themes of

cultural heritage, identity, and the contrast between appearance and inner
value within the story.

Is Soutine a real person or a fictional character in
Roald Dahl's story?

Soutine is inspired by the real artist Chaim Soutine, but within the story,
he functions as a fictional or symbolic character to explore deeper themes.

Additional Resources
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In Roald Dahl’'s captivating short story “Skin,” the narrative delves into
themes of identity, societal perceptions, and the human condition through a
compelling and provocative lens. Central to the story is a mysterious
character named Soutine, whose identity and background are woven into the



fabric of the narrative, prompting readers to question notions of beauty,
race, and morality. This article aims to explore who Soutine is, where he
comes from, and what his role signifies within the story, providing a
comprehensive analysis that uncovers the deeper layers of Dahl's thought-
provoking work.

Who Is Soutine? An Unveiling of the Character
The Mysterious Figure in “Skin”

Soutine, as depicted in Roald Dahl’s “Skin,” is an enigmatic character whose
presence challenges conventional perceptions. He is introduced into the story
as a man with a striking appearance, notably marked by dark, deeply textured
skin that sparks immediate curiosity and sometimes, discomfort among other
characters and readers alike.

- Physical Description:

Soutine is described with vivid imagery emphasizing his dark, rough skin,
which stands out starkly against the lighter complexions of those around him.
This physical characteristic is central to his identity in the story and acts
as a catalyst for the themes Dahl explores.

- Behavior and Persona:

Despite his intimidating appearance, Soutine’s demeanor is often calm and
introspective. He embodies a sense of dignity and resilience, suggesting a
character who has endured societal prejudice and personal hardship.

- Symbolic Representation:

Soutine functions less as a mere individual and more as a symbol-representing
societal fears, racial stereotypes, and the human tendency to judge based on
appearances.

The Significance of His Name

The name “Soutine” may evoke certain cultural or historical connotations. It
bears a resemblance to the surname of the renowned Jewish painter Chaim
Soutine, known for his expressive depictions of raw emotion and textured
surfaces. This connection, whether intentional or coincidental, invites
readers to consider themes of artistic perception, outsider status, and
cultural identity.

Where Is Soutine From? Tracing His Origins
Contextual Clues Within the Story

While Roald Dahl does not explicitly state Soutine’s origins, several
contextual clues offer insight into his background:



- Cultural and Racial Identity:

The story positions Soutine as an outsider, with his skin tone setting him
apart from the majority of the community. Dahl's narrative prompts questions
about racial and ethnic identity, suggesting that Soutine belongs to a
marginalized group.

- Historical and Geographical Context:

Given the story's setting and references, Soutine might be linked to regions
where dark skin or distinct physical features are associated with specific
ethnic groups, possibly in a European or colonial context. Dahl'’s inclusion
of such a character during the mid-20th century era underscores ongoing
societal prejudices.

- Possible Backgrounds:

Soutine could be portrayed as someone from an indigenous or minority
community, possibly displaced or marginalized due to historical events like
migration, colonization, or social stratification.

The Broader Cultural Implications
Understanding Soutine’s origins invites reflection on broader themes:

- Colonial and Post-Colonial Dynamics:

The story subtly comments on how colonial histories have shaped perceptions
of race and skin color, often casting darker-skinned individuals as outsiders
or “other.”

- Universal Human Experience:
Dahl’'s portrayal may aim to emphasize that identity extends beyond physical
appearance, challenging societal biases rooted in superficial distinctions.

What Is Soutine’s Role in the Story?
Catalyst for Themes of Race and Identity

Soutine’s presence in “Skin” acts as a powerful narrative device to explore
complex themes:

- Confronting Prejudice:

His contrasting skin tone highlights societal prejudices and biases.
Characters’ reactions to Soutine expose their inherent prejudgments,
prompting readers to reflect on how superficial traits influence perceptions
and treatment.

- Challenging Beauty Standards:

Dahl questions societal notions of beauty and normalcy by showcasing
Soutine’s distinct appearance. His dignity in the face of societal rejection
urges a reconsideration of what constitutes true beauty.



- Symbol of the ‘Other’:

Soutine embodies the outsider, marginalized due to physical differences. His
role emphasizes how society often ostracizes individuals who do not conform
to accepted norms.

A Reflection of Humanity'’s Inner Nature

Beyond societal critique, Soutine’s character also functions as a mirror to
human nature:

- Prejudice and Fear:
His treatment symbolizes mankind’s tendency to fear what is unfamiliar or
different, often leading to discrimination and segregation.

- Empathy and Compassion:
The story encourages empathy, urging readers to look beyond appearances and
recognize the intrinsic worth of every individual.

The Narrative’'s Message

Ultimately, Soutine’s role is to serve as a vehicle for Dahl’s message about
acceptance and understanding. His character challenges readers to confront
their own biases and consider the deeper qualities that define human
identity—-beyond skin deep.

Deeper Analysis: The Significance of Soutine in the Broader Context
Literary and Artistic Allusions

- Connection to Art and Expression:

By possibly referencing Chaim Soutine, Dahl draws a parallel between visual
art and literary storytelling. Both mediums depict raw human emotion and
societal realities, emphasizing the importance of perception and
interpretation.

Ethical and Moral Questions

- Judgment Based on Appearance:

The story prompts an ethical debate: Should society judge individuals by
their outward appearances? Soutine’s character embodies the consequences of
superficial judgments.

- The Power of Empathy:

Dahl advocates for understanding and compassion, illustrating that true
beauty resides within, and external differences should not be grounds for
discrimination.

Contemporary Relevance



Even decades after its publication, “Skin” remains pertinent, resonating with
ongoing discussions about race, diversity, and societal acceptance. Soutine’s
character continues to serve as a reminder of the importance of looking
beyond the surface.

Conclusion

Roald Dahl'’s “Skin” uses the character of Soutine as a profound symbol of
societal biases and the human capacity for empathy. Though shrouded in
mystery, Soutine’s origins and background prompt vital questions about
identity, race, and morality. His role in the story is
multifaceted—challenging stereotypes, questioning societal norms, and
advocating for compassion. As readers engage with Dahl’s narrative, they are
encouraged to reflect on their perceptions and embrace the deeper human
qualities that unite us all beyond superficial differences. Soutine’s story
is a testament to the enduring power of empathy and the importance of seeing
the person, not just the skin.
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