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The Narrator's Attitude Toward The Buchanans Would Best Be Described As A
Mixture Of complex emotions, ranging from fascination and admiration to
disdain and disillusionment. In F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby, the
narrator, Nick Carraway, offers a nuanced perspective on the wealthy and
enigmatic Buchanans—Tom and Daisy. His attitude is neither entirely
sympathetic nor outright condemnatory; instead, it reflects a layered
understanding of their personalities, social standing, and moral compass.
This multifaceted view plays a pivotal role in shaping the novel’s themes and
underscores the critique of the American Dream. In this article, we explore
the various dimensions of Nick’s attitude toward the Buchanans, analyzing how
his perceptions evolve and what they reveal about his character and the
broader social commentary.

Understanding Nick Carraway’s Perspective

Nick’s Background and Moral Framework

Nick Carraway introduces himself as a somewhat reserved and morally conscious
observer. Coming from a respectable Midwestern family, he values honesty and
integrity. His self-described tendency to reserve judgment allows him to see
the Buchanans—and the society they embody—in a complex light. Nick’s
perspective is central to the narrative, making his attitude toward the
Buchanans especially significant.

The Complexity of Nick’s Feelings

Nick’s attitude toward the Buchanans is characterized by a mixture of:
— Fascination with their wealth, status, and lifestyle

— Disapproval of their reckless behavior and moral carelessness

— Pity for their inability to find genuine happiness
— Disillusionment with their superficiality and moral decay

This spectrum of feelings reflects Nick’s internal conflict and serves as a

lens through which readers understand the social critique embedded in the
novel.

The Elements of Nick’s Attitude Toward The
Buchanans



Fascination and Admiration

Nick is initially captivated by the Buchanans’ elegance and charm. Their
wealth and social standing exemplify the American Dream’s allure, which Nick
admires on a superficial level.

Key Points:

— Their opulent mansion and glamorous lifestyle symbolize success.

— Daisy’s charm and Tom’s confidence evoke admiration.

— Nick perceives them as representatives of the upper class and the pinnacle
of social achievement.

Disapproval and Moral Judgment

Despite his admiration, Nick is increasingly critical of their moral
shortcomings.

Key Points:

- Tom’s arrogance, racism, and infidelity reflect his moral decay.

— Daisy'’s carelessness and inability to accept responsibility symbolize
superficiality.

— Nick perceives their actions as emblematic of the corrupting influence of
wealth.

Pity and Disillusionment

As the story unfolds, Nick’s admiration diminishes, replaced by pity and
disillusionment.

Key Points:

— Witnessing the tragic consequences of their actions fosters a sense of
SOrrow.

— He recognizes their inability to attain genuine happiness or moral
integrity.

— Their superficial lives are ultimately hollow, leading to a sense of
disillusionment with the American Dream.

Nick’s Evolving Attitude Toward The Buchanans

Initial Attraction and Respect

At the beginning of the novel, Nick regards the Buchanans with a mixture of
respect and curiosity. Their social status and charisma seem admirable, and
he hopes to gain insight into their world.

Growing Criticism and Disillusionment

As the narrative progresses, Nick’s attitude shifts. His experiences reveal
the moral emptiness underlying their glamorous facade.

Key Moments:
- Tom’'s racist remarks and aggressive behavior highlight his moral flaws.
— Daisy’s indifferent response to the tragic death of Myrtle Wilson exposes



her superficiality.
— The revelation of Gatsby’s love for Daisy, contrasted with her wvacuous
lifestyle, deepens Nick’s disillusionment.

Final Judgment and Moral Stand

By the novel’s end, Nick’s attitude is marked by a sense of moral superiority
and disappointment.

Quotes Reflecting His View:

— "They were careless people, Tom and Daisy—they smashed up things and
creatures and then retreated back into their money or their vast
carelessness."

- "I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and repelled by the
inexhaustible variety of life."

This duality encapsulates his complex attitude—acknowledging their social
charm while condemning their moral failings.

Implications of Nick’s Attitude Toward The
Buchanans in the Context of the Novel’ s Themes

Social Class and Moral Decay

Nick’s perception underscores the novel’s critique of the American upper
class. His mixture of admiration and disdain reflects the tension between
societal admiration for wealth and the moral corruption it often entails.

Main Points:

— The Buchanans embody the glamour and decadence of the Jazz Age.

— Their behavior exposes the hypocrisy and superficiality of high society.
— Nick’s attitude reveals the moral decay behind the glittering facade.

The American Dream and Its Corruption

Nick’s evolving view illustrates how the pursuit of wealth leads to moral
compromise.

Key Insights:

— The Buchanans’ wealth does not bring genuine happiness or moral integrity.
— Their carelessness symbolizes the failure of the American Dream to deliver
moral fulfillment.

— Nick’s disillusionment aligns with the novel’s critique of materialism.

Morality and Judgment

Nick’s internal conflict highlights the moral ambiguity of the story’s
characters.

Discussion Points:
- Nick’s tendency to reserve judgment is tested by the Buchanans’ actions.
— His ultimate condemnation is nuanced, recognizing the societal factors that



shape their behavior.
- His attitude reflects a broader commentary on moral relativism in the
pursuit of success.

Conclusion: The Significance of Nick’s Attitude
Toward the Buchanans

Nick Carraway’s attitude toward Tom and Daisy Buchanan is a complex blend of
admiration, disapproval, pity, and disillusionment. This mixture of emotions
is essential to understanding the novel’s critique of the American Dream,
social class, and morality. His evolving perception—from initial fascination
to ultimate disillusionment—mirrors the broader societal critique that
Fitzgerald weaves throughout The Great Gatsby. Nick’s nuanced attitude
underscores the novel’s themes of superficiality, moral decay, and the
elusive nature of happiness in the Jazz Age. Ultimately, his perspective
invites readers to critically examine the American Dream and the moral costs
of material wealth, making his attitude toward the Buchanans a central
element in the enduring relevance of Fitzgerald’s masterpiece.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the overall tone the narrator exhibits
towards the Buchanans in the novel?

The narrator's attitude towards the Buchanans is a mixture of admiration and
critique, blending a sense of detachment with underlying disapproval.

How does the narrator’s perspective reflect their
feelings about the Buchanans' social status?

The narrator shows a mixture of fascination and skepticism towards their
social privilege, recognizing their wealth but also criticizing their moral
shortcomings.

In what ways does the narrator’s attitude reveal
their feelings about the Buchanans' moral integrity?

The narrator's attitude reveals a mixture of cynicism and irony, indicating a
sense of disapproval mixed with acknowledgment of their charm and social
standing.

Does the narrator see the Buchanans as sympathetic
characters?

The narrator’s view is a mixture of ambivalence—he finds them superficially
appealing yet morally flawed, preventing him from fully sympathizing with



them.

How does the narrator's attitude towards the
Buchanans evolve throughout the story?

The attitude remains a mixture of subtle criticism and guarded admiration,
with no significant shift, highlighting the narrator’s complex perception of
their character.

What literary devices does the narrator use to convey
their complex attitude towards the Buchanans?

The narrator employs irony, understatement, and subtle sarcasm to express a
mixture of respect and disapproval towards the Buchanans.

Why is the narrator’s attitude towards the Buchanans
best described as a mixture of admiration and
disdain?

Because he is drawn to their charm and social standing but also aware of
their moral superficiality and hypocrisy, creating a nuanced, mixed attitude.

Additional Resources

The Narrator's Attitude Toward The Buchanans Would Best Be Described As A
Mixture Of Complex Emotions and Subtle Judgments

In F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, the narrator, Nick Carraway,
offers a nuanced perspective on the wealthy and enigmatic Buchanans. His
attitude is neither wholly admiring nor entirely critical; instead, it is
characterized by a layered mixture of fascination, disapproval, empathy, and
detachment. Understanding Nick’s complex attitude toward the Buchanans
provides valuable insight into the novel’s themes of social stratification,
moral decay, and the elusive nature of the American Dream. This article
explores the multifaceted nature of Nick’s views, examining how his feelings
evolve and how they influence his narration.

Nick’s Fascination with the Buchanans: The
Allure of Wealth and Elegance

From the outset, Nick demonstrates a certain admiration for the Buchanans’
outward elegance and social standing. Their mansion, their refined manners,
and their effortless grace serve as symbols of the American upper class’s
allure. Nick, as someone from a modest Midwestern background, is both
intrigued and drawn to their sophistication.

The Symbolism of Wealth and Status
— Material Comfort and Elegance: The Buchanans’ home embodies

wealth—spacious, luxurious, and meticulously maintained. Nick recognizes this
as a symbol of success and the American Dream’s material aspect.



— Refined Manners and Social Grace: Their courteous mannerisms and cultivated
speech reflect an upbringing rooted in old-money aristocracy, which Nick
admires on an aesthetic level.

The Allure of the Glamorous Lifestyle

Nick admits to a certain fascination with the lifestyle they
represent—dinners, parties, and an aura of effortless sophistication. This
fascination is not merely superficial; it stems from a desire to understand a
world vastly different from his own.

Key Points:

— Their social ease and elegance seem to embody the ideal of a perfect life.
— Nick’s admiration is tinged with a sense of awe, as he perceives their
world as a pinnacle of success and refinement.

However, this admiration is complicated by underlying questions about
authenticity and morality, which Fitzgerald subtly hints at throughout the
narrative.

Nick’s Disapproval and Moral Judgment: The
Shadows Beneath the Surface

Despite his initial admiration, Nick’s attitude gradually shifts toward
disapproval as he observes the Buchanans’ moral shortcomings and the
emptiness behind their veneer of civility.

The Carelessness and Lack of Responsibility

— Carefree Arrogance: The Buchanans often display a sense of entitlement,
acting without regard for the consequences of their actions.

— Impact on Others: Their treatment of others—particularly Gatsby and
Myrtle—reveals a disregard for human life and feelings.

The Moral Decay and Hypocrisy

— Dishonesty and Deception: Tom’s infidelity and Daisy’s superficiality
expose a moral hypocrisy that Nick finds troubling.

— Evasion of Responsibility: The Buchanans’ tendency to escape blame and
consequences reflects a deeper moral decay that Nick cannot ignore.

The Myth of the Perfect Life

Nick perceives their life as a carefully maintained illusion—an elaborate
facade that conceals superficiality and corruption. His disapproval is rooted
in his belief that their happiness is built on illusions and moral
compromises.

Key Points:

— His disapproval is not outright condemnation but a recognition of the moral
rot beneath their polished exterior.

— Nick’s judgment is tinged with a sense of sadness and disillusionment, as
he sees the gap between appearance and reality.



Nick’s Empathy and Understanding: The Human
Dimension

While critical, Nick also exhibits moments of empathy and compassion toward
the Buchanans. His nuanced attitude recognizes their human flaws and the
societal pressures they face.

Their Origins and Social Environment

— Nick reflects on Tom and Daisy’s backgrounds, acknowledging the privileges
and influences that shaped their characters.

— He understands that their actions are partly products of a corrupt society
that prizes wealth over morality.

The Complexity of Their Personalities

— Despite their flaws, Nick perceives moments of vulnerability or insecurity
in the Buchanans.
— His empathy allows him to see them as tragic figures caught in the web of
their own making.

The Limits of His Compassion

— Although sympathetic, Nick does not excuse their behavior. His
understanding is tempered by a moral stance that condemns their
irresponsibility and superficiality.

Key Points:

— Nick’s empathy adds depth to his narration, making the Buchanans more human
and less caricatured.

— It also highlights the broader societal critique Fitzgerald weaves into the
novel.

Nick’ s Detachment and Narrative Perspective:
The Observer’s Neutrality

Throughout the novel, Nick maintains a degree of detachment, positioning
himself as an impartial observer. His attitude toward the Buchanans is
filtered through this lens of neutrality, which influences the tone and
reliability of his narration.

The Role of the Narrator’s Bias

- Nick’s partiality is evident; he often rationalizes or minimizes the
Buchanans’ faults.

— His own moral judgments color his portrayal, making his attitude a mixture
of admiration, disapproval, and pity.

The Effect of Detachment on the Reader

— Nick’s detachment invites readers to form their own opinions, encouraging
critical engagement with the characters.

— It also enhances the sense of moral ambiguity—neither wholly condemning nor
endorsing the Buchanans.



The Limitations of His Perspective

- His background and personal biases shape his view, which may not fully
capture the Buchanans’ true natures.

— The narrative’s reliability is thus a blend of honesty and subjective
perception.

Key Points:

— Nick’s neutral stance underscores the novel’s exploration of morality and
social class.

— His attitude is a reflection of his internal conflict—torn between
admiration and disapproval.

Conclusion: A Mixture of Shades and Sentiments

The narrator’s attitude toward the Buchanans in The Great Gatsby is best
described as a complex mixture of admiration for their elegance, disapproval
of their moral shortcomings, empathy for their human vulnerabilities, and
detachment as an observer. This multifaceted perspective enriches the
narrative, allowing Fitzgerald to critique the decadence and moral ambiguity
of the American upper class while also humanizing its members.

Nick’s nuanced attitude embodies the novel’s overarching themes—highlighting
the allure and emptiness of wealth, the moral decay lurking beneath civility,
and the elusive nature of the American Dream. His perspective invites readers
to reflect on the contradictions inherent in the society Fitzgerald depicts,
making The Great Gatsby a timeless exploration of human nature and social
stratification.

In the end, Nick’s attitude toward the Buchanans encapsulates the moral
complexity of the novel—a recognition that beneath the glittering surface
lies a world fraught with moral compromises, unfulfilled dreams, and the
perpetual search for identity and meaning.
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