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Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) is a progressive condition affecting millions
worldwide, often culminating in End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD). Proper
documentation and coding are vital for accurate billing, appropriate
treatment planning, and compliance with healthcare regulations. When
providers document CKD Stage 5 and ESRD, specific ICD-10-CM codes are used to
reflect the patient's condition accurately. This article explores how
providers document CKD Stage 5 and ESRD, the ICD-10-CM codes reported, and
the nuances involved in coding these complex renal conditions.

Understanding CKD Stage 5 and ESRD

What is Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD)?
Chronic Kidney Disease is a long-term condition characterized by a gradual
loss of kidney function over months or years. It is classified into five
stages based on the glomerular filtration rate (GFR):

Stage 1: GFR ≥ 90 mL/min (normal or high function with evidence of
kidney damage)

Stage 2: GFR 60-89 mL/min (mild decrease)

Stage 3: GFR 30-59 mL/min (moderate decrease)

Stage 4: GFR 15-29 mL/min (severe decrease)

Stage 5: GFR <15 mL/min (kidney failure)

End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD)
ESRD represents the final stage of CKD, where the kidneys can no longer
function adequately to sustain life without dialysis or kidney
transplantation. It is synonymous with kidney failure and requires renal
replacement therapy for survival.



Documentation of CKD Stage 5 and ESRD by
Providers

What Constitutes Proper Documentation?
Providers must document the stage of CKD explicitly, including the GFR level
or an equivalent notation indicating Stage 5. For ESRD, documentation should
specify that the patient is undergoing dialysis, has had a kidney transplant,
or is otherwise classified as having kidney failure that necessitates ongoing
treatment.

Effective documentation should include:

The specific stage of CKD (preferably Stage 5)

The presence of ESRD, if applicable

Details about dialysis status, type, or transplant history

Any associated complications or comorbidities

Common Documentation Phrases
Providers might use phrases such as:
- "Chronic kidney disease stage 5 (ESRD) on hemodialysis"
- "End-stage renal disease requiring outpatient dialysis"
- "CKD stage 5 with dialysis-dependent ESRD"
- "Patient with ESRD post kidney transplant"

Clear, specific documentation ensures accurate coding and billing.

ICD-10-CM Codes for CKD Stage 5 and ESRD

Primary ICD-10-CM Codes for CKD Stage 5 and ESRD
The ICD-10-CM coding guidelines specify that the code used should accurately
reflect the patient's renal condition, including the stage and treatment
status.

N18.5 - Chronic kidney disease, stage 5

N18.6 - End-stage renal disease



Note: When documenting ESRD, N18.6 is the preferred code, especially if the
provider explicitly states the patient has ESRD.

Coding for Patients on Dialysis
Patients with ESRD receiving dialysis should be coded with N18.6, but
additional codes are necessary to specify the modality:
- Z99.2 - Dependence on renal dialysis
- Z99.22 - Dependence on hemodialysis
- Z99.21 - Dependence on peritoneal dialysis

Example:
A patient with ESRD on hemodialysis would have:
- N18.6 (ESRD)
- Z99.22 (Dependence on hemodialysis)

Coding for Post-Kidney Transplant Patients
If the patient has received a kidney transplant, the coding approach differs:
- Z94.0 - Kidney transplant status
- The CKD stage may not be coded unless the patient has residual kidney
impairment

Example:
A post-transplant patient with residual CKD Stage 3 might be coded as:
- Z94.0 (Kidney transplant status)
- N18.3 (Chronic kidney disease, stage 3)

Guidelines and Best Practices for Accurate
Coding

1. Ensure Precise Documentation
Accurate and detailed provider documentation minimizes coding errors and
denials. Always verify:
- The CKD stage explicitly mentioned
- Dialysis or transplant status
- Any complications or comorbidities

2. Use the Correct Codes in Sequence
Follow ICD-10-CM coding conventions:
- Primary code: N18.5 or N18.6 based on documentation
- Additional codes: Z99.2, Z99.22, Z94.0, etc., as applicable



3. Stay Updated with Coding Changes
ICD-10-CM codes are periodically updated. Stay informed about changes from
the CDC and CMS to ensure compliance.

4. Document the Treatment Modality
Always specify if the patient is on hemodialysis, peritoneal dialysis, or has
had a transplant, as these influence the coding and billing processes.

Common Coding Scenarios and Examples

Scenario 1: CKD Stage 5 on Hemodialysis
Documentation: "Patient with CKD stage 5, ESRD, on hemodialysis."

Codes:
- N18.6 (ESRD)
- Z99.22 (Dependence on hemodialysis)

Usage: This combination indicates ESRD requiring dialysis, suitable for
billing and reporting.

Scenario 2: ESRD Post Kidney Transplant with
Residual CKD
Documentation: "Post kidney transplant with residual CKD stage 3."

Codes:
- Z94.0 (Kidney transplant status)
- N18.3 (CKD stage 3)

Usage: Reflects transplant status with residual kidney impairment.

Scenario 3: CKD Stage 5 without Dialysis or
Transplant
Documentation: "CKD stage 5, not on dialysis, no transplant."

Codes:
- N18.5 (Chronic kidney disease, stage 5)

Usage: Appropriate for patients with advanced CKD not yet on renal
replacement therapy.



Importance of Accurate Coding in CKD and ESRD

Accurate coding impacts reimbursement, quality reporting, and care
management. Misclassification can lead to claim denials or incorrect data
collection. Proper documentation and coding support:
- Appropriate reimbursement for dialysis and transplant services
- Accurate assessment of disease burden
- Better resource allocation and planning
- Compliance with regulatory requirements

Conclusion

Documenting CKD Stage 5 and ESRD correctly is crucial for healthcare
providers, coders, and billing professionals. The primary ICD-10-CM codes
used are N18.5 for CKD Stage 5 and N18.6 for ESRD, supplemented by codes that
specify dialysis dependence or transplant status. Clear, precise
documentation ensures accurate coding, optimal reimbursement, and quality
patient care. Staying informed about coding guidelines, updates, and best
practices is essential to navigate the complexities of renal disease coding
effectively.

Remember: Always verify the latest coding guidelines and ensure the
documentation reflects the clinical scenario accurately to select the most
appropriate codes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of provider
documentation for CKD Stage 5 and ESRD?
Provider documentation for CKD Stage 5 and ESRD is essential to accurately
capture the patient's condition, determine the appropriate ICD-10-CM code(s),
and ensure proper billing, reimbursement, and quality reporting.

Which ICD-10-CM code(s) are reported for a patient
with CKD Stage 5?
For CKD Stage 5, the primary ICD-10-CM code is N18.5 (Chronic kidney disease,
Stage 5). When ESRD is present, code N18.6 is used, and additional codes may
specify dialysis status.

How does documentation differentiate between CKD



Stage 5 and ESRD when reporting ICD-10-CM codes?
Documentation must specify whether the patient has reached End-Stage Renal
Disease (ESRD) requiring dialysis or transplantation. ESRD is typically
documented with codes N18.6, and the provider must note dialysis or
transplant status to support accurate coding.

Are there specific coding guidelines for reporting
CKD Stage 5 and ESRD to CMS and payers?
Yes, coding guidelines follow ICD-10-CM and CMS instructions, emphasizing
detailed documentation of CKD stage, dialysis status, and related conditions
to ensure correct code assignment and reimbursement.

Can multiple ICD-10-CM codes be reported for CKD
Stage 5 and ESRD, and if so, which ones?
Yes, multiple codes can be reported. Typically, N18.5 or N18.6 for CKD Stage
5 or ESRD, along with Z99.2 (Dependence on renal dialysis) if applicable, and
other codes indicating comorbidities or complications.

What are common documentation pitfalls related to
CKD Stage 5 and ESRD that could impact coding and
billing?
Common pitfalls include lack of specificity regarding the CKD stage, omission
of dialysis status, or failure to document transplantation details, which can
lead to incorrect or non-specific coding and potential revenue loss.

Additional Resources
The Provider Documents CKD Stage 5 And ESRD. What ICD-10-CM Code(s) Is/are
Reported?

Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) progressing to End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD)
represents a significant milestone in the patient's health journey, often
requiring complex documentation and coding for accurate billing and medical
record-keeping. Properly documenting these conditions and assigning the
correct ICD-10-CM codes is essential for healthcare providers, coders, and
payers alike to ensure compliance, appropriate reimbursement, and clear
communication across the healthcare continuum. This article explores the
nuances of documenting CKD Stage 5 and ESRD, the relevant ICD-10-CM coding
guidelines, and best practices for accurate code assignment.

---

Understanding CKD Stage 5 and ESRD



Before diving into coding specifics, it is crucial to understand what CKD
Stage 5 and ESRD entail from a clinical perspective.

Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD) Stages

CKD is classified into five stages based on the glomerular filtration rate
(GFR), which measures kidney function:

- Stage 1: Normal or high GFR (>90 mL/min/1.73 m²) with evidence of kidney
damage.
- Stage 2: Mild reduction in GFR (60-89).
- Stage 3: Moderate reduction (30-59).
- Stage 4: Severe reduction (15-29).
- Stage 5: Kidney failure (GFR <15 mL/min/1.73 m²) or dialysis.

End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD)

ESRD is the most advanced stage of CKD (Stage 5) characterized by the total
or near-total loss of kidney function. Patients with ESRD typically require
renal replacement therapy, such as dialysis or kidney transplantation, to
sustain life.

---

Clinical Documentation of CKD Stage 5 and ESRD

Accurate documentation is foundational for correct coding. When a provider
documents a patient with CKD Stage 5 or ESRD, the documentation must specify:

- The stage of CKD, with particular emphasis on Stage 5.
- The fact that the patient is on dialysis or has ESRD.
- Any associated complications or comorbidities that impact treatment.

For example, a physician note stating, "Patient with CKD Stage 5 on
hemodialysis" provides critical information necessary for code assignment.

---

ICD-10-CM Coding for CKD Stage 5 and ESRD

ICD-10-CM (International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision, Clinical
Modification) provides specific codes to classify CKD stages and ESRD. Proper
use of these codes ensures accurate reflection of the patient's condition in
medical records and billing.

Key Codes for CKD Stage 5 and ESRD

- N18.5: Chronic Kidney Disease, Stage 5
- N18.6: End-Stage Renal Disease

While these two codes are related, their usage depends on the clinical



scenario and documentation.

N18.5 — CKD Stage 5

This code is used when the provider documents a patient as having CKD Stage 5
but not necessarily on dialysis. It indicates severe kidney impairment but
may not specify current treatment modality.

N18.6 — ESRD

This code is reserved for patients who have progressed to ESRD and are
receiving dialysis or have had a kidney transplant. It’s the most specific
code for patients in the most advanced stage of CKD who are actively
undergoing renal replacement therapy.

---

Additional Codes and Considerations

In addition to the primary CKD/ESRD codes, there are other codes to capture
related conditions or circumstances:

- Z99.2: Dependence on renal dialysis (used when documenting dialysis
dependence).
- Z94.0: Kidney transplant status (if applicable).
- E11.22: Type 2 diabetes mellitus with diabetic chronic kidney disease,
stage 5 (if comorbid diabetes is documented).

Proper coding also involves selecting the appropriate secondary codes if the
patient has comorbidities impacting treatment or prognosis.

---

When to Use Which Code?

The choice between N18.5 and N18.6 hinges on the documentation:

- Use N18.5 when the provider documents CKD Stage 5 but does not specify
dialysis or transplant.
- Use N18.6 when the patient has ESRD, especially if the provider notes
dialysis dependence or transplant status.

In many cases, documentation will specify "patient on dialysis" or "ESRD on
hemodialysis," which directly supports coding with N18.6 and Z99.2.

---

Coding Guidelines and Best Practices

Coders should adhere to the official coding guidelines to ensure accuracy:



- Verify documentation: Always confirm the stage and treatment status from
the provider’s notes.
- Use the most specific code: Prefer N18.6 for ESRD patients on dialysis to
reflect the clinical reality.
- Include procedure codes: When applicable, include procedure codes for
dialysis to support the diagnosis code.
- Update codes annually: Stay current with ICD-10-CM updates, as codes and
guidelines may change.

---

Implications of Accurate Coding

Correctly coding CKD Stage 5 and ESRD has several practical implications:

- Reimbursement: Accurate codes ensure appropriate payment for services
rendered, especially in dialysis care.
- Quality reporting: Proper documentation supports quality metrics and
compliance reporting.
- Clinical communication: Precise coding enhances communication among
healthcare providers and with external entities.
- Research and data collection: Accurate data helps in epidemiological
studies and resource planning.

---

Challenges in Coding CKD and ESRD

Despite clear guidelines, several challenges persist:

- Variability in documentation: Providers may not specify the stage or
dialysis status explicitly.
- Transition of care: Patients moving from CKD to ESRD may have inconsistent
documentation.
- Comorbidities: Multiple co-existing conditions can complicate coding
decisions.
- Coding updates: Staying current with coding changes requires ongoing
education.

To mitigate these challenges, coders should collaborate closely with clinical
staff and utilize well-maintained documentation practices.

---

Conclusion

The documentation and coding of CKD Stage 5 and ESRD are critical components
of comprehensive patient management and billing processes. When providers
clearly document the stage of CKD and the patient's treatment status, coders
can accurately assign the appropriate ICD-10-CM codes—primarily N18.5 for CKD
Stage 5 and N18.6 for ESRD. Proper coding not only ensures compliance and



facilitates appropriate reimbursement but also contributes to a clearer
understanding of the patient’s condition across healthcare settings.

Healthcare organizations must foster effective communication between
clinicians and coders, promote ongoing education on coding guidelines, and
emphasize meticulous documentation to accurately capture the complexities of
advanced kidney disease. As the landscape of nephrology continues to evolve,
so too will the standards and practices surrounding ICD coding, underscoring
the importance of staying informed and precise in all documentation efforts.
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