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Achieving accreditation is a significant milestone for any health data institution, especially a State Cancer
Registry committed to maintaining high standards of data quality, security, and operational efficiency. For a
State Cancer Registry aspiring to attain accreditation, understanding whom to contact and the steps
involved is crucial. This article provides an in-depth guide on the key stakeholders, organizations, and
processes involved in obtaining accreditation, ensuring the registry aligns with national and international
standards for cancer data collection and reporting.

---

Understanding the Importance of Accreditation for a State Cancer
Registry

Why Accreditation Matters
Accreditation signifies that a State Cancer Registry meets established standards of excellence in data
quality, privacy, security, and operational procedures. It enhances credibility among healthcare providers,
policymakers, researchers, and the public. Accreditation also fosters continuous quality improvement,
facilitates data comparability across regions, and often is a prerequisite for federal funding or grants.

Standards and Frameworks for Accreditation
Different accreditation bodies set various standards, often aligned with international guidelines like those from
the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) or the North American Association of Central Cancer
Registries (NAACCR). Understanding these frameworks guides the registry in preparing for accreditation.

---

Key Stakeholders and Organizations to Contact

1. National and International Accreditation Bodies
The first step is identifying the appropriate accreditation body that sets standards relevant to cancer
registries.

North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR): Offers certification programs
emphasizing data quality, completeness, and timeliness. NAACCR accreditation is highly recognized in
North America.

International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC): Provides guidelines and validation for cancer
registries worldwide, especially through the International Incidence Database (CI5).

National Cancer Registry Organizations or Ministries of Health: In many countries, the Ministry of



Health or equivalent agency develops standards and may have their own accreditation processes or
recognize specific bodies.

Other Specialized Accreditation Bodies: Such as the Joint Commission or ISO certifications related to
health data management, though less specific to cancer registries.

2. National Public Health Authorities and Policy Makers
Contacting the relevant health department or public health agency is essential for alignment with national
health priorities and obtaining necessary approvals.

3. Professional Associations and Expert Panels
Engaging with professional organizations in oncology, epidemiology, and health informatics can provide
guidance on best practices.

4. Data Security and Privacy Regulatory Agencies
Ensure compliance with data protection laws by consulting agencies responsible for patient privacy, such as
data protection authorities or privacy commissions.

5. Technical and Certification Consultants
Specialized consultants can assist with gap analysis, documentation, and process improvements necessary for
accreditation.

---

Steps to Contact the Right Entities

Assess Internal Readiness
Before reaching out, the registry should evaluate its current data quality, infrastructure, staff expertise,
and operational procedures.

Identify Target Accreditation Bodies
Research the accreditation standards and determine which body aligns with the registry’s goals and regional
context.

Establish Initial Contact
Most organizations provide contact information via their official websites. Initial contact can be made
through:

Official emails



Phone calls

Online inquiry forms

Request Guidance and Clarification
Engage with representatives to understand requirements, documentation needed, timelines, and fees.

Participate in Consultation or Pre-Assessment Programs
Some accreditation bodies offer pre-assessment services or workshops to help organizations prepare.

---

Key Considerations When Choosing Whom to Contact

Relevance to Cancer Registry Operations
Ensure the accrediting body specializes in or understands cancer registry operations, data standards, and
epidemiological research.

Recognition and Credibility
Opt for bodies that are internationally recognized or endorsed by government health agencies to maximize
credibility.

Cost and Resource Requirements
Understand the financial implications and resource commitments involved in the accreditation process.

Support and Resources Offered
Determine if the organization provides technical assistance, training, or documentation support during the
process.

---

Additional Resources and Support Networks

National Cancer Control Programs
Often, these programs collaborate with or endorse accreditation efforts and can provide guidance.



Professional Networks and Conferences
Participation in conferences related to cancer registration and epidemiology can facilitate connections with
accreditation experts.

Online Platforms and Communities
Websites and forums dedicated to cancer registry professionals often share best practices and contact
information.

---

Summary of Action Steps

Evaluate your current registry processes and identify gaps.1.

Research suitable accreditation bodies (NAACCR, IARC, national agencies).2.

Gather contact information from official websites.3.

Reach out to the selected organization(s) for guidance.4.

Engage in pre-assessment or consultation processes.5.

Implement recommended improvements and prepare documentation.6.

Undergo formal assessment for accreditation.7.

Maintain standards and seek renewal as required.8.

---

Conclusion

Achieving accreditation is a strategic goal that enhances the credibility, reliability, and utility of a State
Cancer Registry. The process begins with identifying the appropriate accreditation bodies and key
stakeholders—primarily organizations such as NAACCR, IARC, and national health authorities. Establishing
clear communication channels with these entities ensures a smooth pathway toward meeting accreditation
standards. By engaging the right contacts, leveraging available resources, and committing to continuous
quality improvement, a State Cancer Registry can successfully attain accreditation and contribute more
effectively to cancer control and research efforts.

---

Remember: The key to success lies in thorough preparation, understanding the standards, and establishing strong
collaborations with the right organizations. The journey toward accreditation is not merely a formal process
but an ongoing commitment to excellence in cancer data management.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who should the State Cancer Registry contact to start the accreditation
process?

They should reach out to the national or regional accreditation bodies specializing in health data and cancer
registry standards, such as the National Cancer Registry Program or relevant health authorities.

What are the initial steps for the State Cancer Registry to pursue
accreditation?

The initial steps include conducting a self-assessment, reviewing accreditation requirements, and establishing
contact with the designated accreditation agency to understand the application process.

Which organizations provide accreditation services for cancer registries?

Organizations like the North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) and the
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) offer accreditation programs and standards for cancer
registries.

What documentation is typically needed for accreditation of a cancer
registry?

Documentation usually includes data quality reports, standard operating procedures, staff training records,
and evidence of data completeness and timeliness.

Are there specific criteria the State Cancer Registry must meet to achieve
accreditation?

Yes, criteria often include data accuracy, completeness, timeliness, standardization of procedures, and staff
competency, all of which are outlined by the accreditation body.

Can the State Cancer Registry seek technical assistance during the
accreditation process?

Absolutely. Many accreditation bodies provide technical assistance, training, and resources to help registries
meet the required standards.

How long does the accreditation process typically take for a cancer
registry?

The process duration varies but generally takes several months, depending on the registry's current compliance
level and readiness.

What are the benefits of achieving accreditation for the State Cancer
Registry?

Accreditation enhances data quality, credibility, and recognition, which can improve research, policy-making,
and ultimately, patient care outcomes.



Who can provide ongoing support after the cancer registry becomes
accredited?

The accreditation body, along with professional associations and health authorities, can offer ongoing
support, monitoring, and updates to maintain accreditation status.

Additional Resources
Accreditation: Elevating the State Cancer Registry’s Standards for Excellence

In the realm of public health and disease surveillance, state cancer registries serve as pivotal repositories of
data, informing policy, guiding research, and ultimately contributing to improved patient outcomes. As these
entities evolve, many are aiming for accreditation—an esteemed recognition that signifies adherence to rigorous
standards of quality, consistency, and integrity. For a state cancer registry seeking accreditation, the
process can seem complex, but understanding the key steps and the right contacts can make the journey both
manageable and rewarding. This article provides an in-depth exploration of who to contact, the importance of
accreditation, and how to navigate the pathway toward achieving it.

---

Understanding the Importance of Accreditation for a State Cancer
Registry

Before diving into contacts and procedures, it’s vital to appreciate why accreditation matters. Accreditation
demonstrates a commitment to excellence, transparency, and continuous improvement, which enhances credibility
among stakeholders including healthcare providers, policymakers, researchers, and the public.

Benefits of accreditation include:

- Enhanced Data Quality: Ensuring data accuracy, completeness, and timeliness.
- Operational Efficiency: Implementing standardized processes to streamline data collection and reporting.
- Legal and Ethical Compliance: Meeting national and international standards for confidentiality and data
security.
- Funding and Support: Increased eligibility for grants and funding opportunities.
- Professional Recognition: Establishing the registry as a leader in public health data management.

Recognized accreditation standards often align with organizations such as the North American Association of
Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) and the Commission on Cancer (CoC), which set benchmarks for data
quality and registry operations.

---

Key Steps Toward Accreditation: An Overview

Achieving accreditation involves a structured process, typically including:

- Gap Analysis: Comparing current practices against accreditation standards.
- Planning and Preparation: Developing policies, procedures, and staff training.
- Implementation: Applying new standards across operations.
- Self-Assessment: Conducting internal reviews to ensure compliance.
- Application Submission: Presenting documentation to accrediting bodies.
- External Review: Undergoing audits or site visits.



- Continuous Improvement: Maintaining standards and preparing for reaccreditation.

Each of these phases demands collaboration, expertise, and strategic planning—hence the importance of knowing
who to contact.

---

Primary Contacts for a State Cancer Registry Seeking
Accreditation

Navigating the accreditation process requires engaging with multiple stakeholders, both internal and external.
Below is a comprehensive guide to whom the registry should contact at various stages.

1. Internal Leadership and Staff

- Registry Director or Program Manager: The key decision-maker responsible for overseeing the accreditation
process, allocating resources, and liaising with external bodies.
- Quality Assurance/Improvement Coordinator: Focuses on aligning practices with standards, conducting
self-assessments, and implementing improvements.
- Data Managers and Analysts: Ensure data quality, completeness, and accuracy—core components of
accreditation.
- IT Department: Critical for ensuring data security, system interoperability, and compliance with technical
standards.

Tip: Establish an internal steering committee comprising these stakeholders to coordinate efforts.

2. External Accrediting Bodies

Engaging with the right external organizations is essential. The main entities for cancer registry accreditation
include:

a. North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR)

- Role: NAACCR develops standards, provides certification for data quality, and offers accreditation
programs.
- Contacts:
- NAACCR Certification Program Office: Certification@naaccr.org
- NAACCR Technical Support: support@naaccr.org
- Phone: (919) 861-5574
- What to Discuss: Data quality standards, certification requirements, submission procedures, and technical
support.

b. Commission on Cancer (CoC) of the American College of Surgeons

- Role: While primarily focused on hospital accreditation, CoC collaborates with cancer registries for data
quality and compliance.
- Contacts:
- CoC Data Quality and Registry Support: registry@facs.org
- Phone: (312) 202-5194
- What to Discuss: Integration of registry data with hospital accreditation efforts, data submission
protocols.



c. State Public Health Department or Agency

- Role: Often, the state’s health department oversees the cancer registry and may have designated contacts
for accreditation support.
- Contacts:
- State Cancer Control Program Director or Coordinator
- State Epidemiology or Surveillance Division Lead
- What to Discuss: State-specific standards, funding opportunities, and alignment with public health goals.

d. National Cancer Institute (NCI) and Other Funding Bodies

- Role: Support through grants, technical assistance, and policy guidance.
- Contacts:
- NCI Office of Cancer Centers and Networks: info@cancer.gov
- Grant Officers or Program Managers: Found via grants.gov or agency websites.

---

Additional Contacts and Resources to Support Accreditation

Beyond the primary contacts, consider engaging with:

- Professional Associations and Networks: Such as the American Public Health Association (APHA) or the
International Association of Cancer Registries (IACR) for peer support and best practices.
- Consultants and Accreditation Specialists: External consultants experienced in registry management and
accreditation processes.
- Legal and Data Security Experts: To ensure compliance with privacy laws like HIPAA.

---

How to Approach These Contacts Effectively

Effective communication is critical. Here are strategies to optimize engagement:

- Prepare a Clear Brief: Outline your registry’s current status, goals for accreditation, specific questions,
and timelines.
- Establish Contact Protocols: Initiate formal communication via email, followed by scheduled calls or
meetings.
- Participate in Workshops and Seminars: Many organizations offer training sessions that facilitate direct
interaction.
- Maintain Documentation: Keep records of correspondence, decisions, and action plans to track progress.

---

Leveraging Existing Resources and Support Systems

Many organizations provide resources to streamline the accreditation journey:

- NAACCR Resources: Check their website for standards manuals, submission portals, and technical guides.
- CDC and NCI Programs: Offer technical assistance and funding opportunities.
- State Health Departments: Often provide tailored guidance and may have accreditation support programs.
- Online Forums and Peer Networks: Platforms for sharing experiences and solutions.



---

Summary Checklist: Who to Contact and When

| Stage | Key Contacts | Purpose | Contact Details |
|--------|----------------|---------|-----------------|
| Initial Planning | Registry Director, Quality Coordinator | Define goals, assess readiness | Internal team |
| Data Quality Standards | NAACCR Certification Office | Understand standards, certification process |
support@naaccr.org |
| Technical Support | NAACCR Support Team | Data submission, software issues | support@naaccr.org |
| External Review Preparation | State Health Department | Compliance with state regulations | State
epidemiology office |
| Post-Application | Accrediting Bodies (NAACCR, CoC) | Scheduling site visits, feedback | As specified in
correspondence |

---

Conclusion: A Strategic Approach to Accreditation

Embarking on the path to accreditation is a significant step that underscores a state cancer registry’s
dedication to excellence and public health impact. Success hinges on strategic engagement with the right
contacts—internal leaders who champion quality and external organizations that set the standards.

By establishing clear communication channels, leveraging available resources, and maintaining a proactive
approach, a state cancer registry can navigate the complexities of accreditation with confidence. The end
result not only enhances the registry’s credibility but also contributes meaningfully to the fight against
cancer through improved data and informed decision-making.

In essence, the key to accreditation is collaboration. Engaging with the right contacts at the right time
transforms a challenging process into an opportunity for growth, recognition, and ultimately, better health
outcomes for the communities served.

---

Ready to take the next step? Start by reaching out to NAACCR and your state health department, assemble
your internal team, and set clear milestones. Accreditation isn’t just a certification—it’s a commitment to
excellence in cancer surveillance.
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