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In Sophocles' tragedy Antigone, Creon, the king of Thebes, faces a complex political and moral
dilemma following the death of Polynices. Central to his decision-making and subsequent actions is
his initial assumption regarding the true motivations behind the lawbreakers' actions, particularly
Polynices and Antigone. At the outset, Creon perceives the Lawbreakers Act not merely as a matter of
civic order but as rooted in underlying motives that threaten the stability of the state and challenge
his authority. Understanding his initial assumptions provides insight into his character, his governance
philosophy, and the tragic trajectory of the play.

Creon's Perspective on the Lawbreakers Act

1. The Law as a Reflection of State Stability
Creon views laws as essential pillars of societal stability. His primary concern is maintaining order,
authority, and the rule of law. In his mind, laws are not arbitrary but are the backbone of a functioning
state. When laws are disobeyed, chaos and anarchy threaten the social fabric.

2. The Law as an Expression of Loyalty and Patriotism
For Creon, laws serve as a means to demonstrate loyalty to the state. Obedience to the law signifies
allegiance to Thebes and its well-being. Disobedience, therefore, is equivalent to betrayal and
treason.

3. The Law as a Moral and Political Boundary
Creon perceives laws as moral imperatives that define right from wrong within the civic sphere. The
lawbreakers, especially Polynices, are seen as transgressors who have crossed these moral
boundaries, undermining the social order and the king’s authority.

Initial Assumptions About the Motivating Factors
Behind the Lawbreakers

1. Rebellion Against Authority
Creon assumes that the lawbreakers are motivated primarily by a desire to oppose or undermine his
authority as ruler:



Polynices, who led an attack against Thebes, is viewed as a traitor and rebel.1.

Antigone’s defiance appears as a personal challenge to Creon’s edict, which she perceives as2.
unjust.

He interprets their actions as acts of rebellion that threaten the political order he strives to uphold.

2. Pursuit of Personal or Family Honor
Creon believes that, especially in the case of Polynices, the motivations are rooted in personal or
familial pride. Polynices’ attack is seen not as a political act but as an act driven by personal
vendettas or ambitions.

3. Lack of Respect for the Law and Authority
Creon presumes that the lawbreakers are motivated by a blatant disregard for the law and a lack of
respect for authority:

Antigone’s decision to bury Polynices against Creon’s edict is viewed as a moral rebellion.1.

He perceives this defiance as rooted in arrogance or moral stubbornness, rather than genuine2.
moral conviction.

Underlying Assumptions About Their Moral and
Political Motivations

1. Antigone’s Moral Conviction as Rebellion
Creon initially interprets Antigone’s act of burying Polynices as an act of insubordination born out of
moral stubbornness or pride. He assumes her motivation is personal defiance rather than sincere
religious or moral conviction.

2. Polynices’ Actions Are Self-Serving or Treasonous
He sees Polynices’ attack and subsequent burial as motivated by a desire for power, revenge, or
personal gain rather than genuine patriotism. To Creon, Polynices' motives are selfish and
treacherous.



3. The Lawbreakers Are Without Just Cause
Creon’s initial belief is that the lawbreakers’ motivations are unjustified and threaten the moral fabric
of the city. He assumes their defiance is driven by a lack of respect for societal norms, which must be
punished to uphold justice.

Implications of Creon’s Initial Assumptions

1. Justification for Harsh Punishments
Based on his assumptions about their motives, Creon believes that strict punishment is necessary to
deter future acts of rebellion and to reinforce the authority of the state.

2. Viewing the Law as Absolute
Creon’s initial stance is that laws must be obeyed without question. He sees lawbreakers’ motives as
inherently malicious or treacherous, justifying his inflexible attitude.

3. Underestimating Personal and Moral Complexities
Initially, Creon does not consider the genuine moral or religious reasons that may motivate Antigone
or Polynices. Instead, he perceives their actions through a lens of political threat and personal
defiance.

Evolution of Creon’s Assumptions and the Tragic
Consequences

While Creon’s initial assumptions frame his early decisions, the tragedy unfolds as he begins to
realize that motives are more complex:

Antigone’s actions are driven by religious duty and familial love, not mere rebellion.

Polynices’ motivations may have been rooted in political ideology or personal conviction rather
than treason alone.

Creon’s rigid worldview prevents him from understanding these deeper motives, leading to
tragic consequences.

This evolution emphasizes the importance of understanding human motives and the dangers of
interpreting actions solely through a political or legal lens.



Conclusion: The Significance of Creon’s Initial
Assumptions

In summary, Creon initially assumes that the lawbreakers, particularly Polynices and Antigone, are
motivated primarily by rebellion against authority, personal pride, and a lack of respect for societal
laws. His perspective is rooted in a belief that laws are the ultimate moral authority and that
disobedience signifies moral and political treachery. These assumptions influence his harsh response
and his failure to recognize the moral and religious complexities behind their actions. Recognizing
these initial assumptions provides deeper insight into the tragedy's themes—namely, the conflict
between individual morality and state law, the dangers of inflexibility, and the importance of
understanding human motives in governance and justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does Creon initially believe is the primary motivation
behind the lawbreakers' actions?
Creon initially assumes that the lawbreakers are acting out of defiance and pride, challenging his
authority and the laws of Thebes.

How does Creon interpret the lawbreakers' motives at the
beginning of the play?
He perceives their actions as motivated by arrogance and a deliberate rejection of state authority,
viewing them as enemies of order and stability.

Does Creon consider personal gain as a motive for the
lawbreakers initially?
No, Creon does not believe their motives are driven by personal greed or material benefit; instead, he
sees their defiance as ideological or political in nature.

What role does Creon think pride plays in the lawbreakers'
behavior?
He believes that their pride and stubbornness are the main factors motivating their rebellion against
his edicts.

At the start, how does Creon’s assumption about the
lawbreakers' motives influence his response to their actions?
His assumption that pride and defiance are the causes leads him to view their actions as threats to
order, prompting a harsh and uncompromising response to suppress their rebellion.



Additional Resources
What Does Creon Initially Assume Is The Motivating Factor In The Lawbreakers Act?

In Sophocles’ tragic play Antigone, one of the central figures, Creon, is depicted as a ruler deeply
committed to law, order, and the stability of Thebes. When analyzing his initial assumptions about the
Lawbreakers Act, it becomes clear that Creon perceives the act of defiance—not merely as a political
or familial matter—but as a direct threat to the very foundations of his authority and societal
cohesion. Creon initially assumes that the motivating factor behind those who break the law is rooted
in personal ambition, stubborn pride, and a disregard for rightful authority. This perspective informs
his immediate response to Antigone’s actions and shapes his subsequent policies and judgments.

---

Understanding Creon’s Perspective on Law and Authority

Before delving into what Creon initially assumes about the lawbreakers’ motives, it is essential to
understand his worldview regarding governance, authority, and societal order. Creon embodies a
pragmatic, perhaps even rigid, sense of law as the ultimate authority that sustains societal harmony.
His views are influenced by:

- The importance of state stability over individual desires.
- A belief that law is divine and inviolable.
- A desire to prevent chaos and anarchy.

These foundational beliefs color his interpretation of acts of defiance, leading him to see lawbreaking
as not just a moral or personal failing but as an act of rebellion against the state and divine order.

---

Creon’s Initial Assumption: Rebellion and Personal Pride as the Motivating Factors

At the heart of Creon’s initial assumptions is the idea that the lawbreakers are motivated by rebellion,
pride, and a desire to challenge his authority. This is evident early in the play, particularly in his
response to Antigone’s defiance of his edict. Creon perceives her act of burying Polynices—an act he
has explicitly outlawed—as:

- An act of insolence.
- A challenge to his authority as king.
- A symbolic rejection of his laws and leadership.

He interprets her motives as stemming from personal stubbornness and arrogance, believing she
defies authority because she refuses to accept his rule and the societal order he seeks to uphold.

Key aspects of this assumption include:

- Rebellion against authority: Creon sees lawbreakers as fundamentally opposed to the established
power structures.
- Personal pride and stubbornness: Antigone’s unwavering stance reinforces his belief that her
motives are rooted in personal defiance rather than moral or religious duty.
- Disregard for societal stability: He perceives the act as a threat to the social fabric, driven by



personal motives rather than honor or divine law.

This assumption leads Creon to treat the lawbreakers harshly, perceiving their actions as dangerous
and malicious rather than morally or religiously justified.

---

The Role of Pride and Stubbornness in Creon’s Interpretation

A significant component of Creon’s initial assumptions revolves around the concept of personal pride
and stubbornness. For Creon, the law is an extension of his authority and personal integrity. When
someone defies it, he interprets their actions as:

- Reckless rebellion against his sovereignty.
- An act of stubbornness that endangers the stability of the state.
- A moral failing, characterized by hubris, which must be corrected through punishment.

This perspective aligns with the Greek tragic theme of hubris, where excessive pride leads to
downfall. Creon’s unwavering stance becomes a symbol of his belief that law and order must be
maintained without exception, even at the expense of personal or divine principles.

---

The Lawbreakers’ Motives: What Creon Fails to Recognize Initially

While Creon views the lawbreakers as motivated primarily by rebellion and pride, this initial
assumption causes him to overlook nuanced motives. For example:

- Antigone’s religious duty: Her act of burying Polynices is driven by her divine obligation to the gods
and her familial loyalty.
- Creon’s own rigid interpretation of the law: He prioritizes civic obedience over divine law, which
complicates his understanding of the motives.
- The differing values of characters: Antigone’s motivation is rooted in moral and religious conviction,
while Creon perceives her as merely stubborn and rebellious.

His failure to recognize these underlying motives leads to a rigid enforcement of law, which ultimately
contributes to tragedy.

---

The Consequences of Creon’s Initial Assumption

Creon’s initial assumption—that lawbreakers are primarily motivated by rebellion and pride—shapes
his response and decision-making:

- Imposing severe punishments, including death, without fully understanding the personal and
religious motivations.
- Viewing the defiance as a personal attack, justifying harsh measures.
- Ignoring the moral complexity and divine considerations that influence the lawbreakers’ actions.

This approach results in tragic consequences, including the loss of loved ones and the deterioration of



his own authority, illustrating how misjudging motives can have devastating repercussions.

---

Summary: Creon’s Early Perspective on the Lawbreakers’ Motivating Factors

In summary, Creon initially assumes that the motivating factor in the lawbreakers act is rooted in
rebellion, pride, and a challenge to his authority. His rigid interpretation of law and order, combined
with a belief that defiance stems from personal stubbornness, colors his judgments. While his
perspective emphasizes societal stability, it fails to account for the deeper religious, moral, and
familial motives that influence characters like Antigone. This initial assumption proves problematic,
leading to tragic consequences that underscore the importance of understanding complex human
motives beyond surface-level perceptions.

---

Final Thoughts: The Evolution of Creon’s Understanding

As the play progresses, Creon’s assumptions are challenged—particularly as he begins to realize that
the motivations behind Antigone’s actions are not merely rebellious but rooted in divine law and
familial loyalty. His tragic downfall stems partly from his inability to see beyond his initial
assumptions, highlighting the importance of empathy and understanding in leadership and justice.

In conclusion, Creon’s initial assumption that lawbreakers are motivated primarily by rebellion and
pride reflects his rigid, authoritative worldview. Recognizing these assumptions helps us appreciate
the tragic irony of the play and the profound lessons about justice, authority, and human complexity.
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