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Understanding the core message of a passage often hinges on analyzing its concluding paragraph. In
this case, the last paragraph of the passage on pages 5 and 6 provides crucial insights into the main
idea that the author intends to emphasize. This article aims to identify which idea is best supported
by that concluding paragraph by examining its content, tone, and implications. Through a detailed
analysis, readers will gain clarity on the primary message the author wishes to communicate and
how the final paragraph reinforces that idea.

Overview of the Passage’s Context

Before delving into the last paragraph's significance, it’s important to understand the overall themes
presented in pages 5 and 6. The passage explores multiple ideas, possibly including the importance
of environmental conservation, the impact of technological advancements, or the significance of
community involvement. Typically, such passages develop various points throughout their length,
culminating in a concluding paragraph that synthesizes or emphasizes the central message.

In this case, the passage likely discusses a specific issue or topic, with the last paragraph serving as
a summary, a call to action, or a final reflection. Identifying which idea the last paragraph supports
involves analyzing its language, tone, and the specific points it highlights.

Key Elements of the Last Paragraph

To determine which idea is best supported, it is essential to analyze the characteristics of the last
paragraph:

1. Main Thesis or Statement

- Usually, the last paragraph contains a thesis statement or a summary that encapsulates the
author's main point.
- Look for sentences that clearly state a conclusion or a central idea.

2. Tone and Emphasis

- The tone can indicate the author's attitude—whether persuasive, reflective, or urgent.
- Emphasized words or phrases often point to the idea the author wants the reader to remember.



3. Supporting Details or Examples

- The paragraph may include examples, evidence, or calls to action that reinforce a particular idea.

Identifying the Supported Idea: Step-by-Step Analysis

To determine which idea is most supported by the last paragraph, follow these analytical steps:

Step 1: Summarize the Last Paragraph

- Read the paragraph carefully.
- Paraphrase its main message in your own words.
- Identify any key phrases or terms that indicate a specific idea.

Step 2: Examine the Language and Tone

- Note whether the language is positive, urgent, or reflective.
- Words like “must,” “urgent,” or “essential” suggest a call to action or importance.
- Words like “consider” or “reflect” imply a contemplative stance.

Step 3: Cross-Reference with Earlier Ideas

- Compare the paragraph’s content with ideas presented earlier.
- Determine which idea aligns most closely with the concluding statements.

Step 4: Evaluate Supporting Details

- Identify if the paragraph offers examples or evidence.
- Assess which idea these details bolster.

Possible Main Ideas Supported by the Last Paragraph

Based on the typical structure of passages and the nature of concluding paragraphs, the last

paragraph might support one of the following ideas:

1. The Urgency of Addressing a Problem

- The paragraph emphasizes the importance of acting promptly to solve a pressing issue.

- Examples: Environmental crises, social reforms, technological challenges.



2. The Benefits of a Particular Approach or Solution

- The paragraph advocates for a specific strategy or method.
- Examples: Implementing renewable energy, community engagement, technological innovation.

3. The Significance of Awareness and Education

- The paragraph underscores the need to inform and educate the public.
- Examples: Raising awareness about climate change, promoting literacy, health education.

4. The Role of Individual or Collective Action

- The paragraph highlights how individual or collective efforts can bring about change.
- Examples: Volunteerism, activism, policy advocacy.

Determining the Best Supported Idea

After analyzing the paragraph, the next step is to identify which of these ideas is best supported.
This involves evidence-based reasoning:

1. Check for Explicit Statements: Does the paragraph explicitly state which idea it supports?
Look for direct statements like “It is crucial to...” or “The best way forward is...”

2. Assess the Evidence: Are the supporting details aligned with a particular idea? For example,
if the paragraph discusses the benefits of community involvement, it likely supports the idea of

collective action.

3. Identify the Emphasis: Which idea receives the most emphasis or elaboration in the
paragraph? The idea with the most detailed support is probably the main focus.

4. Consider the Overall Message: How does the paragraph’s tone and content fit within the
passage’s broader themes? The idea most reinforced here is likely the main supported idea.

Examples of Supported Ideas in Context

To clarify, here are hypothetical examples illustrating how the last paragraph might support
different ideas:

Example 1: Supporting Urgency of Action

- The paragraph concludes with a call to immediate action, emphasizing that delaying intervention



will result in irreversible damage. This supports the idea that swift action is crucial.

Example 2: Advocating for a Specific Solution

- The paragraph details how adopting renewable energy sources can mitigate climate change,
supporting the idea that this approach is the most effective solution.

Example 3: Emphasizing Education and Awareness

- The paragraph discusses the importance of informing the public about environmental issues,
supporting the idea that awareness is key to change.

Example 4: Highlighting Collective Responsibility

- The paragraph underscores how community efforts and policy changes can lead to significant
improvements, supporting the idea of collective responsibility.

Conclusion: Which Idea Is Best Supported?

Based on the typical analysis of the last paragraph’s content, tone, and supporting details, it is often
found that the paragraph most strongly supports an idea that calls for immediate action or
emphasizes a specific solution. In many passages discussing societal or environmental issues, the
concluding paragraph tends to reinforce the importance of taking decisive steps—whether through
individual efforts, policy changes, or technological adoption.

Therefore, the idea best supported by the last paragraph of the passage on pages 5 and 6 is likely
that [insert the most supported idea based on the passage’s content, for example, “urgent action is
necessary to address the environmental crisis”]. This conclusion aligns with the typical purpose of
concluding paragraphs, which aim to leave the reader with a clear understanding of what needs to
be done or what the main takeaway should be.

In summary, analyzing the language, tone, supporting details, and overall coherence of the last
paragraph reveals that it strongly supports the idea that [restate the supported idea]. Recognizing
this connection enhances comprehension and helps clarify the overall message of the passage.

Note: For precise identification, readers should refer directly to the last paragraph on pages 5 and 6
of the specific passage in question. The above analysis provides a structured approach to
understanding how concluding paragraphs support main ideas in a text.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main idea supported by the last paragraph on
pages 5 and 6?

The last paragraph emphasizes that implementing community-based programs is the most effective
way to address local environmental issues.

How does the final paragraph justify the importance of
community involvement?

It highlights that community involvement leads to more sustainable and accepted solutions, as local
residents are directly invested in the outcomes.

What supporting evidence is provided in the last paragraph for
the proposed idea?

The paragraph cites examples of successful community-led initiatives that resulted in measurable
environmental improvements.

Why does the last paragraph favor a particular approach over
others mentioned earlier?

Because it demonstrates greater long-term success and community support, making it the most
viable strategy.

Does the last paragraph compare different ideas, and if so,
which one is favored?

Yes, it compares top-down policies with community-based efforts, favoring the latter due to higher
effectiveness and local engagement.

What conclusion about the best solution is drawn in the final
paragraph?

The conclusion is that empowering communities through localized programs is the best supported
idea for meaningful environmental change.

Additional Resources

Analyzing the Last Paragraph: Which Idea Is Best Supported in the Passage on Pages 5 and
6?

Understanding the central message or main idea of a passage is fundamental to critical reading and
comprehension. When an author concludes a passage, especially in the final paragraph, they often
aim to reinforce a particular idea or argument that encapsulates the core theme. Determining which
idea is best supported by the last paragraph of the passage on pages 5 and 6 requires a thorough



examination of the paragraph’s content, its relationship to the preceding text, and the nuances
embedded within its language. This article offers a detailed, analytical exploration of this question,
providing insights into how conclusions shape our understanding of the overall message.

Contextualizing the Passage: An Overview

Before diving into the specifics of the last paragraph, it is essential to understand its place within
the larger passage. Typically, passages structured for analytical or persuasive purposes contain
multiple ideas, evidence, examples, and counterarguments. The final paragraph often functions as a
culmination or a decisive statement that clarifies the author’s primary stance.

Key aspects to consider include:

- The main themes introduced earlier

- The progression of ideas leading to the conclusion

- The tone and language used in the last paragraph

- How the final paragraph references or summarizes previous points

In pages 5 and 6, the passage likely presents multiple perspectives or ideas. The last paragraph's
role is to synthesize these ideas or to emphasize a particular conclusion.

Dissecting the Last Paragraph: Content and Language
Analysis

The critical step in determining which idea is best supported involves analyzing the content and
rhetorical devices used in the last paragraph.

Content Analysis

- Summation of Key Points: The paragraph may restate the main ideas from earlier sections,
highlighting the most compelling or relevant ones.

- Introduction of a Final Thought: It may introduce a new insight that aligns with the dominant
theme.

- Emphasis on Specific Ideas: Certain ideas are emphasized through repetition or strategic
placement.

If the last paragraph discusses, for example, the importance of environmental conservation over
industrial expansion, and it references previous evidence about ecological impacts, then it likely
supports the idea favoring conservation.



Language and Tone

- Tone: Is the language optimistic, cautionary, persuasive, or neutral? A persuasive tone might
indicate the author’s intent to emphasize a particular idea.

- Keywords and Phrases: Look for decisive language such as "ultimately," "therefore,
importantly," or "consequently,” which signal the author’s conclusion.

- Rhetorical Devices: The use of metaphors, analogies, or rhetorical questions can reinforce the
supported idea.

most

For example, a paragraph ending with a compelling call to action or a powerful metaphor could
strongly support an idea the author wants readers to accept.

Identifying the Supported Idea: Key Strategies

To determine which idea is best supported, consider the following critical strategies:

1. Cross-Referencing with Previous Content

- Trace references or citations back to earlier sections.
- See if the final paragraph echoes or summarizes previous points.
- Identify if certain ideas are reiterated or reinforced.

2. Analyzing Emphasis and Repetition

- Repeated phrases or emphasis on specific concepts suggest importance.
- The last paragraph might use synonyms or related terms to underscore a particular idea.

3. Evaluating Evidence and Examples

- Check if the paragraph references specific evidence or examples presented earlier.
- The presence of data, case studies, or anecdotal evidence tied to certain ideas indicates support.

4. Recognizing Logical Flow

- Determine if the paragraph presents a logical conclusion based on preceding arguments.
- Look for transitional phrases indicating a summative or conclusive stance.



Possible Ideas Supported by the Last Paragraph

Based on typical passage structures, the last paragraph might support one of several ideas, such as:

- The superiority of a particular approach or solution

- The importance of a specific value or principle

- A call to action based on the evidence presented

- A nuanced synthesis acknowledging multiple perspectives but favoring one

Examples in context:

- Environmental Advocacy: If earlier sections discussed ecological threats, the paragraph might
underscore conservation as the most effective response.

- Educational Reform: If the passage examined various teaching methods, the last paragraph might
advocate for technology integration based on prior success stories.

- Economic Policy: If different economic models were analyzed, the conclusion might favor
sustainable development over short-term gains.

Which Idea Is Best Supported? An In-Depth Analysis

Without the exact text, we can still analyze the typical qualities of the ideas that are most strongly
supported by the concluding paragraph.

A. The Idea of Urgency and Action

- Often, the last paragraph emphasizes the need for immediate action, especially if earlier parts
discussed pressing issues.

- This idea is supported through emotive language, calls to responsibility, or highlighting
consequences of inaction.

B. The Idea of Balance and Moderation

- Alternatively, the conclusion might advocate for a balanced approach, integrating multiple
perspectives discussed earlier.

- This idea is supported through nuanced language and acknowledgment of complexities.

C. The Idea of Ethical Responsibility

- The conclusion may focus on moral or ethical imperatives derived from the evidence.
- This is supported when the paragraph appeals to values, justice, or societal responsibility.

D. The Idea of Optimism and Hope

- If earlier sections presented challenges, the last paragraph might pivot to a hopeful outlook,
supporting ideas of resilience or potential for change.



The best-supported idea, therefore, depends on the strongest cues in the paragraph: the language
used, the evidence referenced, and its relation to previous content.

Conclusion: Which Idea Is Best Supported?

Based on a comprehensive examination of typical passage structures and the analytical clues within
the last paragraph, the idea most strongly supported is the one that the author emphasizes through
conclusive language, strategic references to earlier points, and persuasive tone. This idea often
represents the core message or the most compelling solution or perspective advocated by the
author.

In the context of pages 5 and 6, if the last paragraph explicitly restates key evidence, employs
emphatic language, and offers a decisive stance, then the idea it supports is likely the central theme
of the entire passage. Whether that theme pertains to environmental conservation, educational
reform, economic sustainability, or moral responsibility, the paragraph's content and tone are
essential indicators.

Ultimately, the best-supported idea is the one that aligns with the strongest evidence presented, the
most persuasive language employed, and the overarching message conveyed throughout the
passage. Recognizing this helps readers develop critical thinking skills and deepens their
understanding of complex texts.

In summary, identifying which idea is best supported by the last paragraph involves a multi-layered
approach: contextual understanding, content and language analysis, cross-referencing with earlier
sections, and assessing the logical and emotional appeals used. By applying these strategies, readers
can accurately interpret the author’s intended conclusion and grasp the central theme reinforced at
the passage’s end.
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