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The entertainment world was saddened to learn of the passing of actor
Clarence Gilyard Jr., who died at the age of 66. A talented performer with a
career spanning decades, Gilyard made a significant impact in television and
film, earning a special place in the hearts of viewers worldwide. His
portrayal of memorable characters in popular action series and his
contributions to the industry have left a lasting legacy. Among his wvarious
roles, one syndicated TV action show stands out as the project he is best
known for, cementing his status as a beloved figure in television history. In
this article, we explore Clarence Gilyard Jr.'s life, his most notable works,
and the legacy he leaves behind.

Early Life and Career Beginnings

Background and Education

Clarence Gilyard Jr. was born on December 24, 1955, in Moses Lake,
Washington. Raised in a military family, he traveled extensively during his
childhood, which exposed him to diverse cultures and experiences. His passion
for acting developed during his college years, leading him to pursue drama
and theater studies.

Initial Steps into Acting

Gilyard's early career involved stage performances and small television
roles. His dedication and talent quickly caught the attention of casting
directors, paving the way for more prominent roles in television and film.

Breakthrough Roles and Career Highlights

Television Success

While Clarence Gilyard Jr. appeared in several television series, he is best
known for his roles in action and crime dramas that showcased his versatility
and charisma.



Film and Other Work

In addition to television, Gilyard appeared in films such as "Top Gun"
(1986), where he played the role of Lieutenant Ramone. His contributions
extended to teaching, as he served as a college professor, inspiring new
generations of actors.

The Syndicated TV Action Show He Is Best Known
For

The Show: "Walker, Texas Ranger"

Clarence Gilyard Jr. is most famously recognized for his role as James
"Jimmy" Trivette in the iconic syndicated TV action series "Walker, Texas
Ranger." This show, which aired from 1993 to 2001, became a cultural
phenomenon and remains a staple in the realm of syndicated action TV series.

Why "Walker, Texas Ranger'" Stands Out

"Walker, Texas Ranger" was notable for its blend of action, moral lessons,
and traditional Western themes. The show starred Chuck Norris as Cordell
Walker, a martial artist and Texas Ranger who fought crime with honor and
integrity. Clarence Gilyard Jr. Jjoined the cast as Trivette, Walker's witty
and resourceful partner, providing comic relief and emotional depth.

About '"Walker, Texas Ranger"

Overview of the Series

"Walker, Texas Ranger" was created by Leslie Greif and Paul Haggis and became
one of the most popular syndicated action series of its time. It was praised
for its straightforward storytelling, martial arts action sequences, and
positive messages.

Main Characters and Cast

— Chuck Norris as Cordell Walker: The titular hero, a martial artist and
Texas Ranger.

- Clarence Gilyard Jr. as James "Jimmy" Trivette: Walker's partner, a former
football player turned police officer.

— Nia Peeples as Sydney Cooke: Trivette's love interest and a fellow officer.
— Larry James as C.D. Parker: The seasoned Texas Ranger and mentor figure.



Key Themes and Impact

— Justice and morality
— Community service

- Family wvalues

— Cultural diversity

The series stood out for its emphasis on moral integrity and its depiction of
law enforcement as both tough and compassionate.

Clarence Gilyard Jr.'s Role and Contributions
in "Walker, Texas Ranger"

Character Profile: James "Jimmy" Trivette

Gilyard's character, Trivette, was known for his quick wit, technical
expertise, and unwavering dedication to justice. His partnership with Walker
embodied teamwork and friendship.

Performance Highlights

— Bringing humor and relatability to the series
— Depicting a law enforcement officer with integrity
— Supporting themes of perseverance and morality

Gilyard's portrayal earned him praise for adding depth and warmth to the
series, making Trivette a beloved character among fans.

Other Notable Works of Clarence Gilyard Jr.

Television Roles

— "Matlock": Gilyard appeared in this legal drama, showcasing his acting
range.
— "The Deliberate Stranger": A TV film where he played the role of FBI agent
Glenn Floth.

"Walker, Texas Ranger: Trial by Fire": A made-for-TV movie continuation of
the series.

Film Appearances

- "Top Gun" (1986): As Lieutenant Ramone, Gilyard showcased his action chops
early in his career.
— "Left Behind": A Christian-themed film where he played a supporting role.



Teaching and Mentoring

Later in his life, Clarence Gilyard Jr. dedicated significant time to
academia, serving as a professor and mentor in acting programs, sharing his
industry knowledge with aspiring actors.

Legacy and Impact

Influence on Fans and Industry

Clarence Gilyard Jr.'s work, especially on "Walker, Texas Ranger," left a
lasting impression on audiences. His portrayal of Trivette exemplified
loyalty, humor, and professionalism, inspiring many in law enforcement and
entertainment.

Recognition and Honors

While primarily celebrated for his television work, Gilyard received
recognition for his contributions to the arts and his community involvement.
His legacy continues through fans and students he mentored.

His Personal Philosophy

Gilyard was known for his faith-driven approach to life and acting, often
emphasizing integrity and service. His roles often reflected these values,
resonating deeply with viewers.

Conclusion

Clarence Gilyard Jr.'s passing at the age of 66 marked the end of an era for
fans of classic television action series. His most renowned role as James
"Jimmy" Trivette in "Walker, Texas Ranger" remains a testament to his talent,
charm, and dedication to portraying characters with integrity. His
contributions to television and film have cemented his place in entertainment
history, inspiring generations of viewers and aspiring actors alike. As fans
remember his work and the positive impact he made, Clarence Gilyard Jr. will
forever be celebrated as a beloved actor whose legacy continues to live on
through his memorable performances.

Meta Description:
Learn about actor Clarence Gilyard Jr.'s life, his most famous role in
"Walker, Texas Ranger," and his lasting impact on television and film.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Clarence Gilyard Jr.?

Clarence Gilyard Jr. was an American actor known for his roles in television
and film, particularly in action series.

At what age did Clarence Gilyard Jr. pass away?

He died at the age of 66.

Which syndicated TV action show is Clarence Gilyard
Jr. best known for?

He is best known for his role in the syndicated TV action series 'Walker,
Texas Ranger.'

What role did Clarence Gilyard Jr. play in 'Walker,
Texas Ranger'?

He played the character James Trivette, a partner to Chuck Norris's
character.

When did Clarence Gilyard Jr. pass away?

He passed away in late 2023, though the exact date has been announced
recently.

What other notable works was Clarence Gilyard Jr.
involved in?

He also appeared in movies like 'Top Gun' and 'Die Hard' and was a respected
acting professor.

How has the entertainment community responded to
Clarence Gilyard Jr.'s passing?

Many actors and fans have paid tribute to his contributions to television and
film, highlighting his talent and kindness.

What legacy did Clarence Gilyard Jr. leave behind in
the acting world?

He is remembered for his iconic role in 'Walker, Texas Ranger,' his
dedication to acting, and his mentorship to aspiring actors.

Additional Resources

Clarence Gilyard Jr.: A Stellar Career in Action TV



The entertainment industry mourns the loss of a truly talented actor,
Clarence Gilyard Jr., who passed away at the age of 66. Renowned for his
commanding presence, versatile acting skills, and memorable roles, Gilyard
left an indelible mark on television history. Among his many contributions,
he is best remembered for his iconic role in a syndicated TV action show that
captivated audiences worldwide. In this comprehensive review, we will explore
Gilyard’s life, his most celebrated work, and his enduring legacy in the
realm of syndicated action television.

Who Was Clarence Gilyard Jr.?

Born on December 24, 1955, in Moses Lake, Washington, Clarence Gilyard Jr.
was a multifaceted individual whose career spanned acting, academia, and
martial arts. His journey into the world of entertainment was marked by
dedication, perseverance, and a genuine passion for storytelling.

Early Life and Education

- Gilyard grew up in a military family, which led to frequent moves across
the United States.

- He attended the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, where he earned a
bachelor's degree in Theatre Arts.

— Later, he obtained a master's degree from the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA).

Acting Career Highlights

Gilyard’s acting journey began with small stage roles before transitioning
into television and film. His breakthrough came with his ability to portray
complex characters with authenticity and depth. Over the years, he built a
reputation as a dependable actor capable of tackling a variety of roles, from
law enforcement officers to martial artists.

Academic Contributions

In addition to his acting, Gilyard was passionate about education, serving as
a university professor and inspiring students with his knowledge and
experience.

The Syndicated TV Action Show He Is Best Known
For: Walker, Texas Ranger

While Clarence Gilyard Jr. appeared in several notable productions, he is
most famously associated with the hit syndicated action series Walker, Texas
Ranger. This series not only cemented his status as an action star but also
showcased his talent in a genre that emphasized morality, justice, and
heroism.

Overview of Walker, Texas Ranger



— Airing Period: 1993-2001

- Network: Syndicated (sold directly to local stations across the United
States)

— Genre: Action, Crime, Drama

— Main Actor: Chuck Norris as Cordell Walker

- Supporting Cast: Clarence Gilyard Jr., Noble Willingham, Sheree J. Wilson

Role and Character Significance

In Walker, Texas Ranger, Clarence Gilyard Jr. portrayed James "Jimmy"
Trivette, a witty, resourceful, and highly skilled police officer working
alongside Chuck Norris's character, Cordell Walker. Trivette was a pivotal
character, serving as the show's technical expert, strategist, and comic
relief at times.

Key Attributes of Gilyard’s Character:

- Expert marksman and martial artist

- Loyal partner to Walker

— Tech-savvy with a sharp mind for solving crimes

- Compassionate, often providing emotional support to victims and colleagues

Why is Walker, Texas Ranger So Iconic?

— Blend of Action and Morality: The series combined high-octane martial arts
sequences with moral lessons rooted in faith and integrity.

— Cultural Impact: It became a symbol of American values, emphasizing
justice, family, and community service.

— Long-Running Success: With over 200 episodes, the show maintained a loyal
viewership and became a staple of syndicated programming.

Gilyard’s Impact on the Show

Clarence Gilyard Jr.’s portrayal of Trivette was widely praised for its
authenticity and chemistry with Norris. His character brought a relatable,
human element to the action-packed narrative, resonating with audiences
across generations.

Other Notable Works in Clarence Gilyard Jr.’s
Career

While Walker, Texas Ranger remains his most iconic syndicated role, Gilyard's
career includes several other significant contributions:

Television Roles

— Matlock: Played Conrad McMasters, a private investigator, in the popular
legal drama.

- Die Hard: Featured as Theo, a computer hacker, in the blockbuster film.

— The Karate Kid Part II: Portrayed Jimmy, a military officer, showcasing his
martial arts skills.

- Matlock: As previously mentioned, he provided a compelling performance as
McMasters.

- Walker, Texas Ranger: Special Episodes and Spin-offs



Film Appearances

Gilyard appeared in a variety of films, often in supporting roles,
demonstrating his versatility beyond television.

Academic and Mentorship Roles

Later in his life, Gilyard dedicated himself to teaching acting at the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and serving as a mentor to aspiring actors,
emphasizing the importance of discipline, craft, and character.

The Legacy of Clarence Gilyard Jr.

Impact on the Industry

Clarence Gilyard Jr. was more than just an actor; he was a role model for
professionalism, dedication, and humility. His performances in action
television helped shape the genre and inspired countless fans and actors
alike.

Cultural Significance

His portrayal of Jimmy Trivette embodied the ideal of the loyal partner,
capable of blending action with compassion—a reflection of the values many
viewers hold dear.

Personal Attributes and Off-Screen Life

Gilyard was known for his humility, kindness, and commitment to community
service. His dedication to education and mentorship underscored his desire to
give back and nurture future generations.

Conclusion: A Lasting Tribute

Clarence Gilyard Jr.’s death at age 66 marks the end of an era for fans of
syndicated action television. His role as Jimmy Trivette in Walker, Texas
Ranger remains his most celebrated work, a testament to his talent and the
positive impact of the series. As an actor who seamlessly combined martial
arts prowess, acting skill, and moral integrity, Gilyard’s legacy continues
to inspire.

In summary:

— Clarence Gilyard Jr. is best known for his role as Jimmy Trivette in
Walker, Texas Ranger

— His portrayal contributed significantly to the show's success and cultural
impact

- Beyond acting, he was a dedicated teacher and mentor

- His contributions to television and education leave a lasting legacy that
will be remembered for generations



As fans and industry peers reflect on his life and work, Clarence Gilyard Jr.
remains a shining example of talent, integrity, and dedication in the world

of entertainment. His memory will undoubtedly live on through the characters
he brought to life and the lives he touched beyond the screen.
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