AMONG KOREAN AMERICANS, THE MOST VISIBLE SOCIAL
ORGANIZATION HOLDING THE GROUP TOGETHER IS

AMoNG KoreaN AMERICANS, THE MosT VisieLE SociAL ORGANIZATION HOLDING THE GROUP TOGETHER |S THE CHURCH
COMMUNITY. FOR DECADES, RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS—PARTICULARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCHES—HAVE PLAYED A CENTRAL ROLE
IN FOSTERING SOCIAL COHESION, CULTURAL PRESERVATION, AND MUTUAL SUPPORT WITHIN THE KOREAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY.
THESE ORGANIZATIONS SERVE AS MORE THAN PLACES OF WORSHIP; THEY ARE VITAL HUBS FOR SOCIAL INTERACTION, CULTURAL
EDUCATION, AND COMMUNITY ACTIVISM. UNDERSTANDING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE CHURCHES PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO HOW
KoreAN AMERICANS MAINTAIN THEIR CULTURAL IDENTITY AND BUILD RESILIENT COMMUNITIES ACROSS GENERATIONS.

THe RoLE oF CHURCHES IN KoreaN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES

HisTorICAL BACKGROUND

KOREAN IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES SURGED IN THE 1960s AND 1970s, DRIVEN BY ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES AND
POLITICAL UPHEAVALS IN KOREA. MANY EARLY KOREAN IMMIGRANTS ESTABLISHED CHURCHES AS FOUNDATIONAL COMMUNITY
INSTITUTIONS. THESE CHURCHES OFFERED SPIRITUAL SOLACE, SOCIAL SERVICES, AND A SENSE OF BELONGING IN A FOREIGN LAND.

CHURCH AS A CULTURAL ANCHOR

For MANY KOREAN AMERICANS, CHURCHES ARE THE PRIMARY SITES WHERE LANGUAGE, CUSTOMS, AND TRADITIONS ARE
PRESERVED AND CELEBRATED. SERVICES ARE OFTEN CONDUCTED IN KOREAN, REINFORCING LINGUISTIC TIES AND CULTURAL
FAMILIARITY. IN ADDITION, CHURCHES HOST CULTURAL EVENTS, LANGUAGE CLASSES, AND CELEBRATIONS OF KoreaN HOLIDAYS,
ENSURING THAT CULTURAL HERITAGE IS PASSED DOWN TO YOUNGER GENERATIONS.

SociAL SUPPORT AND MUTUAL AID

KOREAN CHURCHES FREQUENTLY ORGANIZE COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS SUCH AS:
- KOREAN LANGUAGE EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

‘JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE

- IMMIGRATION AND LEGAL AID

- YOUTH AND SENIOR PROGRAMS

- CRISIS INTERVENTION AND COUNSELING SERVICES

THESE ACTIVITIES HELP COMMUNITY MEMBERS NAVIGATE CHALLENGES RELATED TO IMMIGRATION, EMPLOYMENT, AND SOCIAL
INTEGRATION.

STRUCTURAL FEATURES OF KOREAN CHURCHES IN THE U.S.

Size AND DENOMINATION

KOREAN CHURCHES IN AMERICA VARY FROM SMALL, HOME-BASED CONGREGATIONS TO LARGE MEGACHURCHES WITH TENS OF
THOUSANDS OF MEMBERS. THE MAJORITY ARE PROTESTANT, ESPECIALLY PRESBYTERIAN AND PENTECOSTAL DENOMINATIONS,



THOUGH CATHOLIC AND OTHER CHRISTIAN GROUPS ALSO HAVE SIGNIFICANT PRESENCE.

LEADERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE

CHURCH LEADERSHIP OFTEN COMPRISES PASTORS, ELDERS, AND DEACONS, WITH A STRONG EMPHASIS ON HIERARCHICAL
AUTHORITY AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. LEADERSHIP ROLES ARE TYPICALLY FILLED THROUGH A COMBINATION OF SPIRITUAL
CALLING AND COMMUNITY CONSENSUS.

CoMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

MANY CHURCHES OPERATE EXPANSIVE OUTREACH PROGRAMS THAT EXTEND BEYOND WORSHIP SERVICES, INCLUDING:
- EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS

- HEALTH CLINICS

- CULTURAL FESTIVALS

- CHARITABLE INITIATIVES

THESE ACTIVITIES STRENGTHEN TIES BOTH WITHIN THE KOREAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY AND WITH THE BROADER SOCIETY.

IMPACT oF CHURCHES ON KOREAN AMERICAN IDENTITY AND COHESION

PRESERVATION OF LANGUAGE AND TRADITIONS

CHURCH SERVICES AND PROGRAMS SERVE AS SETTINGS WHERE KOREAN LANGUAGE, MUSIC, AND CUSTOMS ARE ACTIVELY
PRACTICED. THIS CULTURAL REINFORCEMENT IS ESPECIALLY VITAL FOR SECOND-GENERATION KOREAN AMERICANS WHO MIGHT
OTHERWISE DRIFT AWAY FROM THEIR HERITAGE.

FOSTERING A SENSE OF BELONGING

THE CHURCH COMMUNITY PROVIDES A FAMILIAL ENVIRONMENT, OFFERING EMOTIONAL SUPPORT AND SOCIAL NET\WORKS. For
MANY IMMIGRANTS, CHURCHES BECOME SURROGATE FAMILIES, HELPING TO COMBAT LONELINESS AND CULTURAL DISLOCATION.

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AND ACTIVISM

KOREAN CHURCHES OFTEN SERVE AS PLATFORMS FOR COMMUNITY ACTIVISM, INCLUDING:
- ADVOCACY FOR IMMIGRANT RIGHTS

- POLITICAL MOBILIZATION

- EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES AIMED AT SOCIAL MOBILITY

THESE EFFORTS CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMUNITY'S RESILIENCE AND EMPOWERMENT.

CHALLENGES FACED BY KOReaN CHURCHES AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS



GENERATIONAL GAPS

AS YOUNGER KOREAN AMERICANS BECOME MORE ASSIMILATED AND PROFICIENT IN ENGLISH/ SOME TRADITIONAL CHURCHES FACE
DECLINING ATTENDANCE OR SHIFTS TOWARD MORE MULTICULTURAL APPROACHES.

DECLINING MEMBERSHIP

DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS AND CHANGING RELIGIOUS PREFERENCES HAVE LED TO WANING CHURCH MEMBERSHIPS IN SOME AREAS,
PROMPTING ADAPTATION STRATEGIES SUCH AS INCORPORATING CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP STYLES OR EXPANDING OUTREACH.

BALANCING TRADITION AND MODERNITY

CHURCHES STRIVE TO MAINTAIN CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL TRADITIONS WHILE APPEALING TO YOUNGER GENERATIONS WITH
CONTEMPORARY PROGRAMS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES.

THE FUTURE oF KOREAN AMERICAN SociAL ORGANIZATIONS

INNOVATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS

MANY CHURCHES ARE EMBRACING DIGITAL PLATFORMS, SOCIAL MEDIA, AND VIRTUAL EVENTS TO STAY CONNECTED WITH THEIR
CONGREGATIONS, ESPECIALLY IN THE WAKE OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

ExPANDING BEYOND RELIGIOUS FUNCTIONS

THERE IS A GROWING TREND TOWARDS ESTABLISHING MULTI-PURPOSE COMMUNITY CENTERS THAT COMBINE RELIGIOUS
ACTIVITIES WITH EDUCATIONAL, HEALTH, AND CULTURAL SERVICES.

FOSTERING INTERCULTURAL CONNECTIONS

KOREAN CHURCHES INCREASINGLY PARTICIPATE IN INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUES AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH OTHER ETHNIC
COMMUNITIES, PROMOTING INTEGRATION AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING.

CoNcCLUSION

KorREAN AMERICAN CHURCHES AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS REMAIN THE MOST VISIBLE AND INFLUENTIAL SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
THAT HOLD THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER. THEY SERVE AS CULTURAL ANCHORS, SOCIAL SUPPORT NETWORKS, AND PLATFORMS
FOR ACTIVISM, PLAYING A CRUCIAL ROLE IN PRESERVING KOREAN HERITAGE WHILE FACILITATING INTEGRATION INTO AMERICAN
SOCIETY. DESPITE FACING CHALLENGES SUCH AS DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS AND MODERNIZATION PRESSURES, THESE ORGANIZATIONS
CONTINUE TO ADAPT AND EVOLVE, ENSURING THEIR VITAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE KOREAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. AS THE
COMMUNITY GROWS AND DIVERSIFIES, THE CHURCH’S ROLE AS A UNIFYING FORCE REMAINS CENTRAL, FOSTERING A SENSE OF
BELONGING, RESILIENCE, AND CULTURAL PRIDE AMONG KorREAN AMERICANS ACROSS GENERATIONS.
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FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS CONSIDERED THE MOST VISIBLE SOCIAL ORGANIZATION AMONG KOREAN
AMERICANS THAT HELPS HOLD THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER?

KOREAN CHURCHES ARE WIDELY REGARDED AS THE MOST VISIBLE AND INFLUENTIAL SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS AMONG KOREAN
AMEEICANSI SERVING AS CENTERS FOR RELIGIOUS, CULTURAL, AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES.

How po KOREAN CHURCHES CONTRIBUTE TO THE COHESION OF KOREAN AMERICAN
COMMUNITIES?

KOREAN CHURCHES FOSTER COMMUNITY BONDING THROUGH RELIGIOUS SERVICES, CULTURAL EVENTS, SOCIAL SUPPORT
NETWORKS, AND LEADERSHIP ROLES THAT CONNECT MEMBERS ACROSS GENERATIONS.

ARE THERE OTHER PROMINENT SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE
IN KOREAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES BESIDES CHURCHES?

YES/ ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS KOREAN CULTURAL CENTERS, BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS, STUDENT GROUPS, AND COMMUNITY
ADVOCACY GROUPS ALSO PLAY VITAL ROLES IN MAINTAINING CULTURAL IDENTITY AND SUPPORTING COMMUNITY INTERESTS.

\WHAT ROLE DO KOREAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS PLAY IN SUPPORTING
NEW IMMIGRANTS?

THEY PROVIDE ESSENTIAL SERVICES SUCH AS LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE, EMPLOYMENT RESOURCES, LEGAL AID, AND SOCIAL
INTEGRATION PROGRAMS, HELPING NEW IMMIGRANTS ADAPT AND THRIVE IN THE U.s.

HAVE KOREAN CHURCHES EVOLVED IN THEIR ROLE WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OVER RECENT
YEARS?

YES/ MANY KOREAN CHURCHES HAVE EXPANDED THEIR FUNCTIONS BEYOND RELIGIOUS SERVICES TO INCLUDE SOCIAL JUSTICE
INITIATIVES, YOUTH PROGRAMS, AND CULTURAL OUTREACH, REFLECTING CHANGING COMMUNITY NEEDS.

How po KOREAN AMERICAN SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS INFLUENCE INTERGENERATIONAL
RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY?

THEY SERVE AS PLATFORMS FOR CULTURAL TRANSMISSION, MENTORSHIP, AND DIALOGUE BETWEEN DIFFERENT GENERATIONS,
HELPING PRESERVE TRADITIONS WHILE ADAPTING TO CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY.



\WHAT IMPACT DO THESE ORGANIZATIONS HAVE ON THE BROADER AMERICAN SOCIETY
AND MULTICULTURAL INTEGRATION?

THEY PROMOTE CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING, FOSTER CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, AND SERVE AS BRIDGES BETWEEN KoreaN
AMERICANS AND THE WIDER COMMUNITY , ENHANCING MULTICULTURAL INTEGRATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

AMONG KOREAN AMERICANS, THE MosT VIsIBLE SociaL ORGANIZATION HOLDING THE GROUP TOGETHER IS

IN THE DIVERSE TAPESTRY OF AMERICAN SOCIETY, IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES OFTEN FORGE THEIR OWN SOCIAL STRUCTURES
THAT SERVE AS PILLARS OF SUPPORT, CULTURAL PRESERVATION, AND COMMUNITY COHESION. AMONG KOREAN AMERICANS, ONE
SUCH PROMINENT SOCIAL ORGANIZATION STANDS OUT AS THE MOST VISIBLE AND INFLUENTIAL: THE CHURCH. W/HILE OTHER
COMMUNITY GROUPS AND ASSOCIATIONS CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE SOCIAL FABRIC, RELIGIOUS
INSTITUTIONS—PARTICULARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCHES—ARE WIDELY RECOGNIZED AS THE CORNERSTONE OF KOREAN AMERICAN
COMMUNAL LIFE. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE HISTORICAL ROOTS, SOCIAL FUNCTIONS, AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE
ORGANIZATIONS, SHEDDING LIGHT ON HOW THEY SERVE AS VITAL ANCHORS FOR KOREAN AMERICANS ACROSS THE UNITED
STATES.

HisToricaL RooTs oF KoreAN AMERICAN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
THe RoLE oF CHRISTIANITY IN KOREAN HISTORY

KOREAN HISTORY HAS LONG BEEN INTERTWINED WITH CHRISTIANITY, WITH PROTESTANT MISSIONS PENETRATING KOREA IN THE
LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES. CHURCHES BECAME CRUCIAL SPACES FOR SPIRITUAL SUSTENANCE, EDUCATION, AND
SOCIAL ACTIVISM DURING PERIODS OF COLONIZATION, WAR, AND RAPID MODERNIZATION. \WHEN KOREAN IMMIGRANTS BEGAN
ARRIVING IN THE UNITED STATES IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, MANY BROUGHT THEIR FAITH WITH THEM, ESTABLISHING
CHURCHES AS EARLY AS THE 1900s.

IMMIGRATION W AVES AND THE GROWTH OF RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

THe POST-1965 IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT REFORMS OPENED THE FLOODGATES FOR KOREAN IMMIGRANTS, LEADING
TO SIGNIFICANT GROWTH IN THE KOREAN AMERICAN POPULATION. AS COMMUNITIES EXPANDED, SO DID THE NEED FOR SOCIAL
INFRASTRUCTURE. CHURCHES, INITIALLY SERVING AS PLACES OF WORSHIP, QUICKLY EVOLVED INTO COMMUNITY CENTERS,
OFFERING LANGUAGE CLASSES, CULTURAL EVENTS, AND SOCIAL SERVICES. TODAY, MOST KOREAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES ARE
ANCHORED BY CHURCHES THAT FUNCTION NOT JUST AS RELIGIOUS SPACES BUT AS COMMUNITY HUBS.

THe CenTRAL RoLE oF CHURCHES IN KorREAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES

ReLiGious PRACTICES AND COMMUNITY IDENTITY

KoRrReEAN AMERICAN CHURCHES ARE CHARACTERIZED BY VIBRANT RELIGIOUS PRACTICES AND A DEEP SENSE OF COMMUNITY.
REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES, PRAYER MEETINGS, AND RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS SERVE AS COMMUNAL TOUCHPOINTS THAT
REINFORCE SHARED BELIEFS AND CULTURAL IDENTITY. THESE GATHERINGS FOSTER A SENSE OF BELONGING, ESPECIALLY FOR FIRST-
GENERATION IMMIGRANTS NAVIGATING A NEW CULTURAL LANDSCAPE.

SociAL SUPPORT AND MUTUAL AID

BEYOND SPIRITUAL ACTIVITIES, CHURCHES SERVE AS CRITICAL SUPPORT NETWORKS. THEY OFTEN PROVIDE:

- LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE: ENGLISH CLASSES AND TRANSLATION SERVICES FOR RECENT IMMIGRANTS.

- LEGAL AND EMPLOYMENT AID: W/ ORKSHOPS AND COUNSELING FOR NAVIGATING U.S. SYSTEMS.
- CRISIS INTERVENTION: ASSISTANCE DURING EMERGENCIES SUCH AS ILLNESS, UNEMPLOYMENT, OR FAMILY ISSUES.



- EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS: TUTORING FOR YOUTH AND ADULTS, HELPING PRESERVE KOREAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE.
PoLITICAL AND SoclAL MOBILIZATION
KOREAN CHURCHES HAVE HISTORICALLY BEEN ACTIVE IN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL ADVOCACY, ADDRESSING ISSUES SUCH AS

IMMIGRANT RIGHTS, ANTI-DISCRIMINATION POLICIES, AND COMMUNITY SAFETY. THEIR ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY ENABLES THEM
TO MOBILIZE CONGREGANTS AROUND CIVIC CAUSES, INFLUENCING LOCAL AND NATIONAL POLICY DEBATES.

THe CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

PRESERVATION OF HERITAGE AND TRADITIONS

KOREAN CHURCHES ARE VITAL SPACES FOR CULTURAL TRANSMISSION. THEY HOST KOREAN-LANGUAGE SERVICES, CELEBRATE
TRADITIONAL HOLIDAYS LIKE CHUSEOK AND LUNAR NEW YEAR, AND MAINTAIN CUSTOMS SUCH AS TRADITIONAL MUSIC, DANCE,
AND CUISINE. THROUGH THESE ACTIVITIES, THEY HELP YOUNGER GENERATIONS CONNECT WITH THEIR HERITAGE.
INTERGENERATIONAL BONDING AND SociaL COHESION

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS FACILITATE INTERACTIONS ACROSS AGE GROUPS. YOUTH GROUPS, SENIOR CITIZEN PROGRAMS, AND

FAMILY-ORIENTED EVENTS FOSTER INTERGENERATIONAL BONDING, STRENGTHENING THE SOCIAL FABRIC OF THE COMMUNITY. THESE
CONNECTIONS ARE CRUCIAL IN MAINTAINING CULTURAL CONTINUITY AND PROVIDING EMOTIONAL SUPPORT.

Beyond ReLIGioN: CHURCHES AS MULTIFACETED COMMUNITY CENTERS
EbucaTIiONAL AND YoOUTH PrOGRAMS

MANY KOREAN CHURCHES RUN EXTENSIVE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AIMED AT BOTH RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR LEARNING. T HESE
INCLUDE!:

- SUNDAY SCHOOLS FOR CHILDREN TO LEARN ABOUT FAITH AND KOREAN CULTURE.
- COLLEGE PREPARATORY CLASSES FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS.
- LANGUAGE PRESERVATION CLASSES FOR SECOND-GENERATION KOREAN AMERICANS.

CuULTURAL FESTIVALS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

CHURCH-ORGANIZED FESTIVALS SHOWCASE KOREAN FOOD, MUSIC, AND ART, ATTRACTING WIDER AUDIENCES AND PROMOTING
CULTURAL PRIDE. THESE EVENTS OFTEN SERVE AS OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES TO BRIDGE THE COMMUNITY WITH BROADER
AMERICAN SOCIETY.

SociAaL ServICE OUTREACH

KOREAN CHURCHES FREQUENTLY PARTNER WITH LOCAL NONPROFITS AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES TO PROVIDE SERVICES SUCH AS

FOOD BANKS, HEALTH SCREENINGS, AND HOUSING ASSISTANCE. THEIR EXTENSIVE NETWORKS MAKE THEM EFFECTIVE CONDUITS FOR
SOCIAL SUPPORT.

CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS

W HILE KOREAN AMERICAN CHURCHES ARE GENERALLY VIEWED AS POSITIVE COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS, THEY ALSO FACE
CHALLENGES:

- GENERATIONAL GAPS: YOUNGER KOREAN AMERICANS MAY FEEL DISCONNECTED FROM CHURCH-CENTRIC COMMUNITY LIFE,
LEADING TO DECLINING PARTICIPATION.
- CULTURAL ASSIMILATION: BALANCING TRADITIONAL PRACTICES WITH AMERICAN CULTURAL NORMS CAN POSE DIFFICULTIES.



- INTERNAL DIVERSITY: VARIATIONS IN DENOMINATIONAL BELIEFS AND PRACTICES SOMETIMES LEAD TO FRAGMENTATION WITHIN
THE COMMUNITY.
- POTENTIAL FOR EXCLUSIVITY: OVEREMPHASIS ON ETHNIC IDENTITY MIGHT INADVERTENTLY HINDER BROADER INTEGRATION.

DESPITE THESE CHALLENGES, THE CENTRALITY OF CHURCHES REMAINS A DEFINING FEATURE OF KorEAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY
LIFE.

THE BRoOADER IMPACT OF KOREAN RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
Economic CONTRIBUTIONS

KOREAN CHURCHES OFTEN GENERATE SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC ACTIVITY THROUGH COMMUNITY EVENTS, RELIGIOUS TOURISM, AND
ASSOCIATED BUSINESSES. THEY ALSO PROVIDE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR CLERGY, EDUCATORS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE
STAFF.

INFLUENCE ON BROADER SOCIETY

KoREAN AMERICAN CHURCHES HAVE PLAYED ROLES BEYOND THEIR IMMEDIATE COMMUNITIES, ENGAGING IN INTERFAITH DIALOGUES,
CHARITABLE WORK, AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT THAT AFFECT WIDER SOCIETAL ISSUES.

CONCLUSION

AMONG KOREAN AMERICANS, THE MOST VISIBLE SOCIAL ORGANIZATION HOLDING THE GROUP TOGETHER IS UNDOUBTEDLY THE
CHURCH. ROOTED IN HISTORICAL, CULTURAL, AND SOCIAL FOUNDATIONS, THESE RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS SERVE AS VITAL HUBS
FOR WORSHIP, COMMUNITY BUILDING, CULTURAL PRESERVATION, AND SOCIAL SUPPORT. THEY EMBODY THE RESILIENCE AND
ADAPTABILITY OF THE KOREAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY, FOSTERING A SENSE OF IDENTITY AND BELONGING AMIDST A COMPLEX
MULTICULTURAL LANDSCAPE.

W/HILE FACING CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES, KOREAN CHURCHES CONTINUE TO BE A VITAL FORCE——SHAPING INDIVIDUAL LIVES,
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY BONDS, AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE RICH MOSAIC OF AMERICAN SOCIETY. THEIR ENDURING PRESENCE
UNDERSCORES THE PROFOUND ROLE THAT FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS PLAY IN NOT ONLY SPIRITUAL LIFE BUT ALSO IN
NURTURING COMMUNITY COHESION AMONG IMMIGRANT POPULATIONS.
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