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By The End Of The First Scene, How Many Times Did Horatio See The Ghost Of King
Hamlet? The answer to this question is rooted in Shakespeare’s "Hamlet," specifically in the
opening act's initial scene. Throughout this scene, Horatio, a scholar and trusted friend of Prince
Hamlet, witnesses the appearance of the ghost of King Hamlet multiple times. This recurring vision
plays a pivotal role in establishing the mysterious and supernatural atmosphere of the play, setting
the stage for the unfolding tragedy. To understand precisely how many times Horatio sees the ghost
during the first scene, it is essential to analyze the text closely, considering the sequence of events,
the dialogue, and the dramatic cues provided by Shakespeare. This article will explore this question
in depth, examining the context, the characters' perspectives, and the significance of these
sightings.

The Context of the First Scene

The Setting and Atmosphere

The first scene of "Hamlet" takes place on a cold night at Elsinore Castle in Denmark. The guards,
including Barnardo, Marcellus, and Horatio, are stationed to watch for any signs of trouble,
especially concerning the recent death of King Hamlet and the uneasy political climate. The scene is
designed to evoke a sense of tension, mystery, and supernatural unease. The appearance of the
ghost is central to this atmosphere, and Horatio’s role as an educated observer makes his reactions
particularly noteworthy.

The Significance of Horatio’s Character

Horatio is portrayed as a rational, scholarly man who is skeptical of supernatural phenomena. His
skepticism makes his eventual witnessing of the ghost more compelling, as it challenges his
worldview. Throughout the scene, Horatio’s interactions with the ghost help to reinforce the idea
that the apparition is a significant and possibly ominous force, not merely a trick of the imagination.



The Sequence of Sightings: How Many Times Does
Horatio See the Ghost?

Initial Encounter: The First Appearance of the Ghost

As the scene unfolds, the guards describe a strange, spectral figure appearing on the battlements.
Barnardo, Marcellus, and Horatio observe the ghost in this initial sighting. Horatio is present and
actively witnesses the apparition during this first encounter. This is a critical moment because it
marks the first time Horatio sees the ghost, and his reaction is one of fear and curiosity.

Multiple Witnesses Confirm the Appearance

e Barnardo and Marcellus see the ghost alongside Horatio, confirming its presence.

e Horatio’s skepticism is challenged as he recognizes the ghost’s similarity to the late King
Hamlet.

During this first scene, Horatio sees the ghost once, alongside the other guards. His initial reaction
is one of shock, and he urges the others to remain vigilant.

The Ghost’s Second Appearance and Horatio’s Observation

Later in the scene, the ghost reappears, and Horatio is present during this second sighting. This
second appearance is crucial because it convinces Horatio that the ghost is real and not a mere
hallucination or trick. His repeated witnessing of the ghost solidifies its supernatural significance.

Is There a Third Sight of the Ghost in the First Scene?
Analyzing the Text

While the first scene primarily describes two encounters with the ghost, some interpretations and
stage adaptations suggest a possible third sighting. However, in the original text, Shakespeare
describes only two clear appearances of the ghost during this scene:

1. The initial appearance observed by Barnardo, Marcellus, and Horatio.

2. The repeated appearance that Horatio witnesses alongside the others, reaffirming the ghost’s
presence.

Therefore, based on the original script, Horatio sees the ghost a total of two times during the first
scene.



Details of Each Sightings and Their Importance

First Sight: The Ghost’s Arrival

The first ghostly apparition appears suddenly and is described as a "dreadful sight." Horatio, initially
skeptical, observes the ghost with curiosity and fear. This sighting sets the tone for the play’s
supernatural elements and prompts the guards to seek answers.

Second Sight: The Ghost’s Return

Later in the scene, the ghost reappears, and Horatio, alongside the guards, witnesses it once again.
This repetition emphasizes the ghost’s reality and importance. Horatio’s decision to speak to the
ghost during this second appearance demonstrates his shift from skepticism to belief.

The Significance of the Number of Sightings

Implications for the Play’s Themes

e The multiple sightings underscore the play’s exploration of the supernatural and the boundary
between reality and the supernatural realm.

e Horatio’s witnessing of the ghost multiple times adds credibility to the ghost’s existence and
foreshadows the unfolding tragedy.

e The repeated appearances serve as a catalyst for the subsequent actions of Hamlet and other
characters.

Impact on Horatio’s Character Development

Witnessing the ghost twice cements Horatio’s role as a rational yet open-minded observer. His
experiences contrast with other characters’ skepticism and contribute to his reputation as a voice of
reason in the play.

Conclusion: The Final Count

In conclusion, during the first scene of "Hamlet," Horatio sees the ghost of King Hamlet a total of
two times. These sightings are instrumental in establishing the supernatural atmosphere, advancing
the plot, and shaping Horatio’s character arc. Shakespeare’s portrayal of these multiple sightings
emphasizes the ghost’s importance and the play’s themes of uncertainty, the supernatural, and the



influence of unseen forces on human actions.

Understanding the precise number of sightings and their significance enhances our appreciation of
Shakespeare’s craft and the layered complexity of "Hamlet." The ghost’s appearances, especially as
witnessed by Horatio, serve as a crucial narrative device that propels the tragic events of the play
and underscores the profound impact of the supernatural on the human psyche.

Frequently Asked Questions

By the end of the first scene in Hamlet, how many times does
Horatio see the ghost of King Hamlet?

Horatio sees the ghost of King Hamlet twice by the end of the first scene.

What prompts Horatio to realize the ghost might be a warning
or an omen?

After seeing the ghost twice, Horatio becomes convinced that it is a supernatural presence with
significance, prompting caution and concern.

Why does Horatio initially doubt the ghost's existence before
seeing it the second time?

Horatio doubts the ghost's existence at first, considering it a hallucination or a bad omen, but
witnessing it a second time confirms its reality.

How does Horatio's repeated sightings of the ghost influence
the other characters' understanding of the supernatural in
Hamlet?

Horatio's multiple sightings lend credibility to the ghost's presence, prompting Prince Hamlet and
others to take the supernatural warning seriously.

What is the significance of Horatio seeing the ghost twice by
the end of the first scene?

The two sightings establish the ghost's reality, setting the stage for the unfolding mystery and the
play's exploration of themes like revenge, mortality, and the supernatural.

Additional Resources

Horatio’s Encounter with the Ghost: An In-Depth Analysis of Scene One



Introduction

In William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, the ghost of King Hamlet plays a pivotal role, setting the tone and
propelling the narrative forward. Among the characters, Horatio, the noble scholar and confidant of
Prince Hamlet, witnesses the apparition and provides a vital perspective on its nature and
significance. The question many readers and scholars contemplate is: By the end of the first scene,
how many times did Horatio see the ghost of King Hamlet? This inquiry not only delves into the
textual specifics but also explores the thematic and dramatic implications of Horatio’s sightings.

Context of Scene One

Before examining the sightings, it’s essential to understand the scene’s setting and the characters
involved.

- Setting: The opening scene takes place on the battlements of Elsinore Castle in Denmark, amidst a
cold winter night.

- Characters: The scene features Bernardo, Marcellus, and Francisco—guards stationed at the
castle—and Horatio, a scholar and trusted friend of Prince Hamlet, who arrives to join them.

The guards are on watch, observing strange phenomena that have disturbed the castle’s peace: the
appearance of an eerie ghost resembling the late King Hamlet.

The Significance of the Ghost

The ghost’s appearance is not merely a spectral anomaly but functions as a catalyst for the play’s
tragic unfolding. It symbolizes unresolved issues, supernatural forces, and foreshadows impending
chaos. Horatio’s involvement is crucial because he is skeptical yet open-minded, serving as an
intermediary between the supernatural and the rational.

Horatio’s Sightings: A Scene-by-Scene Breakdown
1. Initial Skepticism and Introduction (Before Seeing the Ghost)

At the start, Horatio is skeptical about the ghost’s existence. He considers it a mere hallucination or
a product of superstitious imagination. This skepticism is vital because it establishes his rational
stance, contrasting with the guards’ superstitions.

2. First Encounter: Seeing the Ghost for the First Time

- When: Upon the ghost’s first appearance during the watch.

- How it unfolds: As Bernardo and Marcellus call Horatio to witness the apparition, Horatio is
initially doubtful. However, he observes the ghost's form and recognizes that it resembles the late
king.



- Number of sightings: Once — Horatio sees the ghost appearing at this moment, marking his first
direct visual encounter.

3. Horatio’s Reaction and the Ghost’s Departure

After the first sighting, Horatio describes the ghost as a “dreadful sight”—a spectral figure clad in
armor, pale, and silent. The ghost remains silent during this appearance and then vanishes. This
sighting significantly impacts Horatio, filling him with awe and concern.

How Many Times Does Horatio See the Ghost by Scene End?

Based on the textual evidence, Horatio sees the ghost only once during the first scene. While he
discusses the apparition extensively and expresses his fears and interpretations, he does not witness
the ghost a second time within this scene.

Key points to consider:

- The scene’s action revolves around the initial witness of the ghost.
- The ghost appears once, on the battlements, and then departs.
- Horatio’s belief in the ghost is reinforced after this appearance.

Supporting Evidence from the Text

- Dialogue references:

When Horatio first sees the ghost, he exclaims, “What if it tempt you toward the flood, my lord, / Or

to the dreadful summit of the cliff / That beetles o’er the base into the sea, / And there assume some

other horrible form / Which might deprive your sovereignty of reason / And draw you into madness?”
This indicates a single apparition that Horatio witnesses directly.

- Marcellus’ statement:
“’Tis gone, and will not answer.”
Once the ghost departs, there’s no mention of a subsequent sighting within the same scene.

- Horatio’s reflection:
After the ghost’s appearance, Horatio contemplates its significance, but no further visual contact
occurs.

Thematic and Dramatic Implications
Understanding that Horatio sees the ghost only once in the first scene is crucial for several reasons:

- Establishes Horatio’s role as a skeptical witness: His single sighting underscores his initial doubt,
which later transforms into conviction.

- Sets the stage for subsequent appearances: The ghost will reappear later in the play, but within the
first scene, Horatio’s observation is singular.

- Enhances dramatic tension: The mysterious appearance and Horatio’s reaction create suspense,
emphasizing the supernatural’s unsettling presence.



Summary: How Many Times Did Horatio See the Ghost in Scene One?

| Aspect | Details |

e

| Total Sightings by Horatio | Once |

| Scene Focus | The initial appearance on the battlements |

| Significance | First-hand witnessing, skepticism, and eventual belief |

Additional Considerations

- Why only once?

The ghost’s appearance in Scene One is designed to be a singular, impactful event, establishing its
supernatural authority and setting the tone for the play. Subsequent sightings occur later, often with
different characters, reinforcing the ghost’s importance.

- Did Horatio see the ghost more than once outside Scene One?
Yes. The ghost appears multiple times later in the play, notably to Hamlet, but within Scene One,
Horatio’s visual encounter is limited to the initial sighting.

- Would the story change if Horatio had seen the ghost multiple times in Scene One?

Multiple sightings in Scene One could have increased Horatio’s influence and perhaps accelerated
the narrative’s development, but Shakespeare intentionally limits this to heighten mystery and
suspense.

Conclusion

By the end of the first scene, Horatio sees the ghost of King Hamlet exactly once. This singular
sighting is a pivotal moment that establishes Horatio’s character as a rational observer who is
nonetheless compelled to believe in the supernatural. It sets the foundation for his role as a
confidant and witness to the unfolding tragic events. The careful crafting of this scene ensures that
the ghost’s appearance remains a powerful, singular event—one that resonates throughout the play
and embodies the themes of uncertainty, the supernatural, and the unseen forces influencing human
affairs.

Final Thoughts

Understanding the number of times Horatio sees the ghost in Scene One offers insight into
Shakespeare’s dramatic structure and character development. It exemplifies how a single, well-
placed supernatural encounter can leave a lasting impression, shaping the narrative’s trajectory. For
scholars, actors, and enthusiasts alike, this detail underscores the importance of perception,
skepticism, and belief in the rich tapestry of Hamlet’s storytelling.
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