
Describe The Tanzimat Reforms (took Place
From 1839-1876) That Followed Mahumd II's
Reforms.
Describe The Tanzimat Reforms (took Place From 1839-1876) That Followed Mahumd II's
Reforms.

Introduction

The Ottoman Empire, during the 19th century, was experiencing significant internal and external
challenges. The decline of the empire's power, increasing European influence, and internal
administrative inefficiencies necessitated a series of reforms aimed at modernizing the state and
strengthening its sovereignty. These reforms, collectively known as the Tanzimat, were initiated
after the sweeping reforms of Sultan Mahmud II (reigned 1808–1839), who laid the groundwork by
abolishing the Janissary Corps and centralizing authority. The Tanzimat period (1839–1876)
represented a crucial phase in Ottoman history, characterized by efforts to overhaul the
administrative, legal, military, and social systems to adapt to the demands of the modern age.

In this article, we will explore the Tanzimat reforms in detail—what they entailed, their scope,
objectives, and impact on the Ottoman Empire—highlighting how they followed and expanded upon
Mahmud II's initial reforms.

Context Leading to the Tanzimat Reforms

Mahmud II’s Reforms as a Prelude

Mahmud II is often regarded as the reformist sultan who initiated the transformation of the Ottoman
state. His most notable reform was the abolition of the Janissary Corps in 1826, known as the
Auspicious Incident. This move eliminated a powerful but backward military faction resistant to
modernization and paved the way for the establishment of a modern, European-style army.

Additionally, Mahmud II centralized administrative authority, reduced the influence of traditional
elites, and attempted to modernize the empire’s bureaucracy. These steps set the stage for more
comprehensive reforms, but many challenges persisted, such as regional autonomy, legal
inconsistencies, and economic stagnation.

External Pressures and Internal Challenges

The 19th century was marked by increasing European intervention and influence in Ottoman affairs.
The empire faced military defeats, territorial losses, and economic difficulties, which underscored
the need for reform. The Treaty of Balta Liman (1838) with Britain, for example, opened the



Ottoman markets to European goods, exposing the empire’s economic vulnerabilities.

The Ottoman rulers recognized that to maintain sovereignty and stability, they needed to modernize
their institutions, laws, and military. This understanding led to the formalization of the Tanzimat
reforms starting in 1839.

Overview of the Tanzimat Reforms (1839–1876)

The Tanzimat, meaning "reorganization" or "regulation," was a period of extensive reforms aimed at
restructuring the Ottoman political, legal, military, and social systems to modern standards. Initiated
by the imperial edict known as the Edict of Gülhane (1839), these reforms aimed to secure the
loyalty of diverse communities, strengthen the central authority, and create a more unified and
modern state.

Key Objectives of the Tanzimat Reforms

- Legal equality for all subjects regardless of religion or ethnicity.
- Modernization of the military and administrative systems.
- Economic reforms to stimulate growth and facilitate trade.
- Establishment of new educational institutions to promote modernization.
- Guarantee of civil rights and protection under the law.
- Centralization of authority and reduction of regional autonomy.

Major Components of the Tanzimat Reforms

Legal Reforms

One of the central aspects of the Tanzimat was the overhaul of the legal system, emphasizing
equality before the law. Key developments included:

- The Tanzimat Edict (1839): Also known as the Edict of Gülhane, it promised reforms in taxation,
military conscription, and legal rights, aiming to guarantee security of life, property, and honor for
all subjects.
- The Hatt-i Sharif of 1856: Reinforced the principles of equality and non-discrimination among
Ottoman citizens, regardless of religion or ethnicity.
- Introduction of the Ottoman Penal Code and Commercial Laws: Inspired by European models,
these laws aimed to create a uniform legal framework.

Administrative Reforms

To improve governance, the Tanzimat introduced:



- Reorganization of provincial administration: Establishment of modern, centrally controlled
governorates.
- Creation of new bureaucratic institutions: Ministries for finance, education, and justice to
streamline state functions.
- Introduction of a more professional civil service: Recruitment based on merit rather than nepotism.

Military Reforms

Following Mahmud II’s reforms, the Tanzimat sought to modernize the Ottoman military:

- Conscription laws: Universal military service was introduced to replace the irregular, Janissary-
based army.
- Establishment of modern military academies and training institutions.
- Adoption of European military tactics and organization.

Economic Reforms

Economic modernization was crucial for the empire’s stability:

- Tax reforms: Efforts to make taxation more equitable and efficient.
- Promotion of trade and infrastructure: Building railways, telegraph lines, and roads.
- Encouragement of foreign investment: To modernize industries and develop the economy.

Educational Reforms

The Tanzimat emphasized the importance of education:

- Founding of secular, modern schools and universities aligned with European standards.
- Curriculum reforms aimed at producing a more skilled and modern civil service.
- Promotion of scientific and technological knowledge.

Impact of the Tanzimat Reforms

Positive Outcomes

- Legal and social equality: The reforms provided a legal framework that recognized the rights of all
Ottoman subjects, reducing religious and ethnic discrimination.
- Modernization of institutions: The empire developed a more centralized bureaucracy, a modern
army, and improved infrastructure.
- Enhanced international relations: Reforms helped the Ottoman Empire appear more modern and
capable, thus gaining some diplomatic advantages.



Challenges and Limitations

- Resistance from traditional elites: Many conservative groups opposed the reforms, leading to
tensions.
- Implementation issues: Corruption, bureaucratic inefficiencies, and regional resistance hampered
full implementation.
- Limited scope: Reforms often favored the urban and elite classes, leaving rural populations and
minorities feeling marginalized.
- Rise of nationalism: The reforms inadvertently stimulated nationalist movements among various
ethnic groups, contributing to internal instability.

Legacy of the Tanzimat Reforms

The Tanzimat era laid the foundation for subsequent reforms in the late Ottoman period and
influenced the development of modern Turkey. Although not fully successful in stabilizing the
empire, these reforms represented a significant shift towards modernization and secularization,
marking a transition from traditional Ottoman governance to a more Western-oriented state
structure.

The Tanzimat reforms also inspired later movements like the Ottoman Public Debt Administration
and the First Constitutional Era, which aimed to further democratize and modernize the empire.

Conclusion

The Tanzimat reforms, spanning from 1839 to 1876, were pivotal in transforming the Ottoman
Empire from a traditional monarchy into a more modern, centralized, and legally egalitarian state.
Following the initial reforms of Mahmud II, the Tanzimat sought to address the empire’s
multifaceted crises—military, legal, administrative, and economic—by adopting European models
and emphasizing equality, modernization, and efficiency.

While faced with resistance and implementation challenges, the Tanzimat period marked a conscious
effort to adapt to the changing geopolitical landscape of the 19th century. Its legacy endures in the
modern Turkish legal and administrative systems and remains a key chapter in Ottoman history,
illustrating the complexities and aspirations of reforming a vast empire in an age of rapid change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main objectives of the Tanzimat Reforms that
followed Mahmud II's reforms?
The primary objectives were to modernize the Ottoman Empire, centralize administration, ensure
equality for all subjects regardless of religion, and strengthen the state both militarily and
economically.



How did Mahmud II's reforms pave the way for the Tanzimat
reforms?
Mahmud II's reforms, such as the abolition of the Janissaries and modernization of the army, created
a foundation for subsequent reforms by promoting centralization and administrative restructuring,
which the Tanzimat era expanded upon.

What key legal changes were introduced during the Tanzimat
period?
The Tanzimat reforms included the promulgation of the Edict of Gülhane (1839) and the Ottoman
Reform Edict (1856), which aimed to guarantee security of life and property, promote equality
before the law, and modernize the legal system.

How did the Tanzimat reforms impact the millet system and
religious minorities?
They aimed to create legal equality for all subjects, leading to the abolition of some discriminatory
practices, though religious minorities still faced challenges. The reforms sought to integrate
minorities more fully into the Ottoman administrative framework.

In what ways did the Tanzimat reforms modernize the
Ottoman administrative and military systems?
The reforms established new ministries, standardized taxation, introduced conscription, and
reorganized the military along European lines, making the administration more centralized and
efficient.

What role did European powers play during the Tanzimat
reforms?
European countries influenced the reforms through diplomatic pressure, financial assistance, and
advisory roles, encouraging modernization efforts and sometimes intervening in Ottoman affairs to
protect their interests.

How did the Tanzimat reforms influence Ottoman society and
economy?
The reforms aimed to stimulate economic growth, improve infrastructure, and promote education,
leading to increased trade and a more modernized, bureaucratic society, although resistance and
economic difficulties persisted.

What was the significance of the Tanzimat Edict of 1856 in the
context of these reforms?
The Edict of 1856 expanded on previous reforms by emphasizing equality before the law, securing



civil rights, and promoting a sense of Ottoman citizenship, which aimed to unify diverse populations
under a common legal framework.

How successful were the Tanzimat reforms in achieving their
goals?
While they introduced significant modernization and legal reforms, their success was mixed;
resistance from traditional elites, economic challenges, and regional disparities limited their full
implementation and impact.

What legacy did the Tanzimat reforms leave for the later
Ottoman and Turkish Republic reforms?
The Tanzimat laid the groundwork for further modernization, constitutional development, and
secularization efforts, influencing the eventual transition to the Turkish Republic's reforms and
shaping modern Turkish statehood.

Additional Resources
Tanzimat Reforms: A Comprehensive Analysis of the Ottoman Empire’s Modernization Efforts
(1839–1876)

The Tanzimat Reforms represent a pivotal period in the history of the Ottoman Empire, marking a
significant transition from traditional rule towards a more modern, centralized, and reform-oriented
state. Building upon the earlier efforts initiated by Sultan Mahmud II, who sought to modernize the
empire's military, administrative, and economic structures, the Tanzimat era (meaning
"Reorganization") spanned from 1839 to 1876 and aimed to address the numerous internal and
external challenges faced by the empire. These reforms sought to modernize Ottoman society,
ensure territorial integrity, and strengthen the state’s capacity to compete with European powers.
This article provides an in-depth review of the Tanzimat reforms, exploring their motivations,
implementations, successes, and limitations.

---

Background: From Mahmud II to the Tanzimat Era

Before delving into the Tanzimat reforms themselves, it is essential to understand the context
established by Mahmud II (reigned 1808–1839). Mahmud II is credited with initiating a series of
radical reforms, including the abolition of the Janissaries in 1826—an event known as the Auspicious
Incident—and efforts to modernize the military, administrative structures, and taxation systems. His
reforms laid the groundwork for the subsequent Tanzimat movement by emphasizing centralization
and modernization.

However, Mahmud II’s reforms faced resistance from conservative factions and traditional elites,
and the empire still struggled with internal unrest, territorial losses, and external pressures. The
Tanzimat reforms, therefore, can be seen as a continuation and expansion of Mahmud II's efforts,



driven by the recognition that the empire needed comprehensive restructuring to survive in a
rapidly changing world.

---

Motivations and Goals of the Tanzimat Reforms

The primary motivations behind the Tanzimat reforms included:

- Modernization and Westernization: To adopt European technological, administrative, and legal
practices to strengthen the empire.
- Centralization of Power: To reduce the influence of local rulers, religious authorities, and tribal
leaders, thereby creating a more unified state.
- Territorial Integrity: To prevent further territorial losses by reforming military and administrative
institutions.
- Legal and Social Equality: To create a more equitable society through legal reforms that aimed to
reduce corruption and improve justice.
- Economic Development: To stimulate trade, improve taxation, and modernize the economy to
compete with European powers.

The overarching goal was to transform the Ottoman Empire into a constitutional, modern nation-
state capable of defending its sovereignty and fostering stability.

---

Key Reforms Implemented During the Tanzimat Period

The Tanzimat era saw extensive reforms across various sectors. Below is a detailed account of the
major reforms and their features.

Legal Reforms

The legal reforms aimed to establish a uniform legal system based on equality before the law,
replacing the patchwork of Islamic law, customary law, and local regulations.

- The Hatt-ı Şerif of Gülhane (1839): Also known as the Edict of Reform, it proclaimed the principles
of equality for all subjects, security of life and property, and the reform of the army. It marked the
official start of the Tanzimat period.

- The Tanzimat Edict (Reform Edict) of 1856: Reaffirmed the principles of equality and introduced
reforms to ensure legal protection for non-Muslims and Muslims alike, emphasizing civil rights
regardless of religion.

- The Ottoman Penal Code and Commercial Code (1858–1869): Inspired by European models, these
codes aimed to modernize criminal and commercial law.



- The Ottoman Civil Code (1869): Based on the Swiss Civil Code, it aimed to standardize civil law and
promote equality, especially in family and property rights.

Features and Pros/Cons:

- Features: Introduction of secular laws, reduction of Islamic legal influence, increased legal
equality.
- Pros: Promoted justice, reduced corruption, laid groundwork for modern legal institutions.
- Cons: Resistance from conservative factions, partial implementation, and cultural conflicts.

Administrative Reforms

The reforms sought to centralize authority and improve governance.

- Reorganization of Provincial Administration: Creation of vilayet (province) system replacing the
eyalet system to enhance control and coordination.

- The Tanzimat State Council (Meclis-i Ali): Established to advise the sultan and oversee reforms.

- Introduction of Modern Bureaucracy: Streamlining state administration with trained officials and
standardized procedures.

Features and Pros/Cons:

- Features: A move towards a bureaucratic, merit-based civil service.
- Pros: More efficient governance, reduced corruption, increased control over distant provinces.
- Cons: Resistance from local elites, difficulties in implementation.

Military Reforms

Recognizing the importance of a strong military, reforms focused on modernizing the army.

- Establishment of a European-style army: Drafting soldiers based on conscription, training with
Western tactics, and modern weaponry.

- Reorganization of the Navy: Modernizing naval forces to protect maritime interests.

Features and Pros/Cons:

- Features: Introduction of European military training, new weapons, and infrastructure.
- Pros: Increased military efficiency, better defense capabilities.
- Cons: Financial burden, resistance from traditional military factions like the Janissaries (which had
already been abolished by Mahmud II).



Educational Reforms

Education was seen as vital for modernization.

- Founding of Modern Schools: Establishment of military schools, civil service schools, and
translations of European texts.

- Promotion of secular education: Reducing reliance on religious schools and promoting scientific
and technical knowledge.

Features and Pros/Cons:

- Features: Introduction of European curricula, training of civil servants.
- Pros: Development of an educated bureaucracy, fostering nationalist ideas.
- Cons: Limited reach, cultural tensions, and initial resistance from religious authorities.

Economic and Social Reforms

Efforts to improve economic conditions and social cohesion included:

- Taxation Reforms: Attempting to modernize and make taxation more equitable.

- Promotion of Trade and Industry: Encouraging European investment, establishing modern banking,
and improving infrastructure.

- Legal Rights for Non-Muslims: Recognizing the rights of Christians and Jews, which was a
significant departure from previous policies.

Features and Pros/Cons:

- Features: Introduction of new financial institutions, reforms in land and trade laws.
- Pros: Stimulated economic activity, improved international relations.
- Cons: Economic disparities persisted, and reforms were unevenly implemented.

---

Impact and Outcomes of the Tanzimat Reforms

The Tanzimat reforms had a profound impact on the Ottoman Empire, but their success was mixed.

Positive Outcomes

- Legal Modernization: The introduction of secular codes and legal equality laid the foundation for
modern legal systems.



- Administrative Centralization: Improved control over provinces and reduced local corruption.
- Military Modernization: Enabled the empire to better defend its borders and participate in regional
conflicts.
- Educational Development: Fostered a new educated class and promoted scientific advancement.
- International Recognition: Reforms improved diplomacy and reduced European interference.

Limitations and Challenges

- Implementation Issues: Resistance from conservative groups, insufficient enforcement, and local
customs often persisted.
- Cultural and Religious Tensions: Reforms, especially legal and educational, sometimes conflicted
with traditional values.
- Economic Difficulties: Reforms often favored elites and foreign investors, leading to social
inequalities.
- Limited Reach: Reforms mainly benefited urban centers; rural areas lagged behind.
- Political Instability: The reforms contributed to tensions between reformers and conservatives,
culminating in the 1876 declaration of the Ottoman Constitution, which faced opposition and was
short-lived.

---

Legacy of the Tanzimat Reforms

The Tanzimat reforms marked a turning point in Ottoman history, representing the empire’s attempt
to catch up with European modernization and safeguard its sovereignty. While many reforms faced
resistance and limitations, they introduced concepts of legal equality, modern administration, and
national identity that persisted into later reform movements, including the First Constitutional Era
and the later Ottoman Tanzimat-era reforms.

The era also planted the seeds for the rise of nationalist movements, the development of Ottoman
constitutionalism, and ultimately the decline of the absolute monarchy. The reforms fostered a new
sense of Ottomanism, emphasizing unity across religious and ethnic lines, although these ideals
often conflicted with rising nationalist sentiments.

---

Conclusion

The Tanzimat Reforms from 1839 to 1876 represented an ambitious attempt to modernize and
strengthen the Ottoman Empire in the face of internal decline and external encroachment. By
reforming legal systems, administrative structures, military institutions, and social policies, the
Ottoman leadership aimed to create a more centralized, equitable, and resilient state. Despite facing
numerous challenges—resistance from conservative factions, implementation difficulties, and social
tensions—the reforms laid important groundwork for future modernization efforts. Their legacy is
evident in the continued influence of secular legal codes, bureaucratic institutions, and educational



systems that persisted beyond the Tanzimat era, shaping the trajectory of modern Turkey and the
successor states in the region. The Tanzimat reforms remain a testament
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