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The question of purpose among prominent historical figures often reveals
their unique approaches, goals, and philosophies toward social change. In the
case of Frederick Douglass, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott,
examining their respective excerpts provides insight into how each
individual’s purpose was shaped by their experiences, beliefs, and the
contexts in which they operated. While all three shared the overarching goal
of advocating for justice and equality, their methods, focus areas, and
rhetorical strategies diverged significantly. This article explores these
differences by analyzing the excerpts and understanding the distinct purposes
Douglass, Stanton, and Mott sought to achieve through their writings and
speeches.

Understanding the Context of Each Figure

Before delving into their purposes, it is essential to briefly understand the
backgrounds of these figures and the historical moments in which their
excerpts were produced.

Frederick Douglass

An escaped slave turned prominent abolitionist, Douglass dedicated his life
to ending slavery and advocating for African American rights. His writings
often emphasize the moral outrage of slavery, the importance of education,
and the dignity of Black individuals.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott

Both Stanton and Mott were leading figures in the women's rights movement.
Their activism was rooted in the fight for women’s suffrage, equal rights,
and social reforms related to gender equality. Their speeches and writings
focus on women's rights, social justice, and challenging societal norms.

Primary Purposes in the Excerpts

Analyzing the purpose of each excerpt involves understanding the core message
each figure intended to communicate and the audience they aimed to influence.



Frederick Douglass’s Purpose

Douglass’s excerpt typically aims to expose the brutal reality of slavery,
appeal to moral conscience, and inspire action against the institution of
slavery. His purpose is often to awaken the conscience of his readers,
emphasizing the humanity of enslaved people and calling for immediate
abolition.

Key elements of Douglass’s purpose:

e To highlight the moral and ethical wrongs of slavery

e To demonstrate the intelligence, dignity, and humanity of Black
individuals

e To inspire empathy and moral outrage to catalyze abolition efforts

e To challenge pro-slavery arguments by presenting slavery’s cruelty and
inhumanity

Example:

In his famous speech and writings, Douglass often underscores that slavery
corrupts both the enslaved and the enslaver, aiming to persuade his audience
of the urgent need for abolition.

Stanton and Mott’s Purpose

Stanton and Mott’s excerpts generally aim to rally women to the cause of
women’s rights, particularly suffrage, and challenge societal norms that
oppressed women. Their purpose is to advocate for equality, justice, and
social reform, emphasizing women’s moral and intellectual capabilities.

Key elements of Stanton and Mott’s purpose:

e To demand equal rights for women, including suffrage
e To expose gender-based inequalities and injustices
e To rally women and allies to the cause of social reform

e To challenge societal institutions that perpetuate gender discrimination

Example:
The Declaration of Sentiments, drafted at the Seneca Falls Convention,
mirrors the style of the Declaration of Independence but explicitly calls out



the injustices faced by women, aiming to galvanize women into activism for
change.

Differences in Rhetorical Strategies and Focus

The purposes outlined above influence how each figure constructs their
arguments and appeals to their audience.

Douglass’s Rhetorical Approach

Douglass relies heavily on emotional appeal, moral reasoning, and personal
testimony. His narrative style humanizes enslaved people and underscores
their capacity for reason and morality. Douglass often employs vivid imagery
and personal anecdotes to evoke empathy and moral outrage.

Focus areas:

- Moral appeal against slavery
- Emphasizing the intelligence and virtue of Black Americans
- Challenging the dehumanization inherent in slavery

Stanton and Mott’s Rhetorical Approach

Stanton and Mott employ a more formal, declarative style, often mirroring
revolutionary documents like the Declaration of Independence. Their language
emphasizes justice, equality, and rights, appealing to reason and moral
sense. They use logical arguments, constitutional principles, and calls for
social justice.

Focus areas:

- Gender equality and women’'s rights
- Challenging existing social and legal inequalities
- Rallying collective action

Goals Beyond the Immediate Audience

While all three figures aim to inspire action, their broader goals differ.

Douglass’s Broader Goals

- To abolish slavery entirely and promote racial equality
- To influence legislators, policymakers, and the general public
- To serve as a moral voice in the fight for justice



Stanton and Mott’s Broader Goals

- To secure women’s suffrage and legal equality
- To change societal perceptions of women’s roles and rights
- To establish women as equal participants in civic and political life

Impact of Their Purposes on Historical

Movements

The differing purposes of Douglass, Stanton, and Mott significantly shaped
their respective movements.

Impact of Douglass’s Purpose

Douglass’s emphasis on moral outrage and human dignity galvanized
abolitionists and helped sway public opinion against slavery. His writings
remain powerful testimonies that continue to influence civil rights
movements.

Impact of Stanton and Mott’s Purpose

Their focus on women’s rights laid the foundation for the women’s suffrage
movement and feminist activism, leading to landmark achievements such as the
19th Amendment.

Conclusion: Comparing Purposes

In conclusion, while all three figures sought justice and equality, their
purposes differed primarily in focus and approach. Douglass’s purpose
centered on ending slavery and affirming the humanity of Black Americans,
using moral and emotional appeals to challenge an immoral institution.
Stanton and Mott’s purpose aimed at achieving gender equality, employing
logical and moral arguments to advocate for women’s rights and social reform.
Their distinct purposes reflect their unique experiences and the social
issues they prioritized, yet together, they contributed profoundly to the
broader tapestry of American social justice movements. Understanding these
differences enriches our appreciation of their legacies and the diverse
strategies employed in the struggle for justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does Frederick Douglass's purpose in his



excerpts differ from that of Stanton and Mott?

Frederick Douglass's purpose focuses on exposing the brutal realities of
slavery and advocating for abolition, aiming to persuade readers of the
urgent need to end slavery. In contrast, Stanton and Mott's purpose centers
on rallying women to fight for their rights and suffrage, emphasizing
equality and political activism for women.

In what ways does Douglass's goal relate to social
justice compared to Stanton and Mott's focus?

Douglass's goal is rooted in the pursuit of racial justice and human rights
for enslaved people, seeking to abolish a systemic injustice. Stanton and
Mott aim to achieve gender equality and women's voting rights, addressing
societal gender disparities, thus their goals are both social justice but
targeted at different groups.

What rhetorical strategies do Douglass and
Stanton/Mott use to achieve their purposes, and how
do they differ?

Douglass employs vivid personal narratives and emotional appeals to highlight
the horrors of slavery, aiming to evoke empathy and outrage. Stanton and Mott
use persuasive speeches, calls to action, and moral arguments to motivate
women to fight for their rights. Their strategies differ in focus: Douglass
appeals to justice through storytelling, while Stanton and Mott emphasize
moral duty and collective action.

Why is Douglass's purpose considered more urgent or
immediate compared to Stanton and Mott's in their
excerpts?

Douglass's purpose is urgent because slavery was a brutal, inhumane
institution that required immediate abolition to end human suffering. Stanton
and Mott's calls for women's suffrage, while also important, often addressed
a long-term goal that required sustained activism, making Douglass's purpose
feel more immediate in the context of ending a present injustice.

How do the audiences of Douglass's excerpts differ
from those of Stanton and Mott, and how does this
influence their purposes?

Douglass primarily addresses a broad audience that includes abolitionists,
policymakers, and the general public to galvanize support against slavery.
Stanton and Mott target women and allies to inspire participation in the
women's rights movement. This difference influences their purposes, as
Douglass seeks to persuade about slavery's immorality, while Stanton and Mott



aim to mobilize women for social and political change.

What is the primary difference in the overarching
goals of Douglass compared to Stanton and Mott based
on their excerpts?

Frederick Douglass's primary goal is to abolish slavery and promote racial
equality, emphasizing human rights for enslaved African Americans. Stanton
and Mott's primary goal is to secure women's rights and suffrage, advocating
for gender equality. Their overarching goals differ in the focus of the
social issue they aim to change-race versus gender.

Additional Resources

In These Two Excerpts, How Is Douglass’s Purpose Different From That Of
Stanton And Mott?

Understanding the distinct purposes behind Frederick Douglass’s writings and
speeches versus those of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott offers a
compelling insight into the broader landscape of 19th-century reform
movements. While all three figures aimed to advance social justice, their
methods, audiences, and specific goals reflect divergent priorities and
strategies. Analyzing these differences reveals how each contributed uniquely
to the fight for equality-Douglass through his powerful advocacy for
abolition and racial justice, and Stanton and Mott through their pioneering
efforts to secure women’s rights and suffrage.

Context and Background of the Figures

Before delving into their purposes, it'’s essential to contextualize each
figure’s life and the historical circumstances shaping their activism.

Frederick Douglass

- Born into slavery in Maryland in 1818, Douglass escaped and became a
leading abolitionist.

- His speeches and writings aimed to dismantle slavery and promote racial
equality.

- Douglass also believed in the importance of education, literacy, and self-
empowerment for African Americans.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott
- Stanton (1815-1902) and Mott (1793-1880) were prominent leaders in the



women'’s rights movement.

- They organized the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, which marked the
beginning of the organized women’s suffrage movement.

- Their advocacy focused on women’s legal rights, social reform, and
suffrage.

Primary Purposes of Douglass’s Excerpts

Frederick Douglass’s writings and speeches serve primarily to:

- Advocate for the abolition of slavery: Douglass’s core purpose was to
expose the brutal realities of slavery and rally support for its abolition.
- Promote racial equality and civil rights: He sought to challenge racist
ideologies and demonstrate the humanity and dignity of Black people.

- Empower African Americans through education and self-reliance: Douglass
emphasized literacy and self-advocacy as tools for liberation.

- Influence public opinion and policy: By sharing his personal experiences
and moral arguments, he aimed to sway both public sentiment and legislative
action.

Features and Strategies:

- Use of autobiographical narrative to evoke empathy and understanding.
- Powerful rhetoric emphasizing justice, morality, and human rights.

- Direct critique of pro-slavery ideology and practices.

- Appeals to Christian morality and universal principles of freedom.

Pros:

- Personal storytelling humanizes the issue, making abolition relatable.
- Moral authority grounded in Christian and Enlightenment ideals.

- Pioneering voice that challenged societal norms and laws.

Cons:

- Focused primarily on racial justice, perhaps less on broader societal
reforms.

- Limited emphasis on women’s rights or other social issues outside race.

Primary Purposes of Stanton and Mott’s Excerpts

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott’s writings and speeches are
primarily aimed at:

- Securing women’s legal and political rights: Their goal was to attain
women’s suffrage and legal equality.

- Highlighting social and cultural inequalities faced by women: They
addressed issues like property rights, education, and social roles.

- Organizing collective action: They aimed to mobilize women and allies to
challenge societal norms and push for reform.

- Fostering a broader women’s movement: Their purpose was not only immediate



reforms but also establishing a sustained movement for gender equality.

Features and Strategies:

- The Declaration of Sentiments (1848) modeled on the Declaration of
Independence, asserting women’s rights.

- Use of moral and religious arguments to challenge societal norms.
- Emphasis on legal reform and political activism.

- Organizing conventions and petitions to generate momentum.

Pros:

- Clear articulation of women’s grievances and rights.

- Strategic organization of the women’s movement to effect change.
- Emphasis on moral righteousness and justice.

Cons:

- Initially limited focus on racial issues, sometimes excluding women of
color.

- Resistance from societal institutions, making progress slow.

Comparative Analysis of Purposes

The core distinction lies in the target issues and the scope of advocacy.

Scope of Advocacy

- Douglass’s purpose was rooted in ending slavery and promoting racial
justice, a specific and urgent issue linked to the moral fabric of American
society.

- Stanton and Mott’s purpose centered on transforming societal perceptions of
women and securing women’s suffrage, a broader social reform aimed at gender
equality.

Methods and Approaches

- Douglass utilized personal narrative, moral appeal, and direct critique to
sway public opinion.

- Stanton and Mott relied on organized conventions, formal declarations, and
moral appeals rooted in social and religious principles.

Audience and Impact

- Douglass’s speeches targeted a diverse audience, including abolitionists,
policymakers, and the general public, to galvanize support for abolition.

- Stanton and Mott aimed to rally women and sympathetic men, pushing for
legislative change and societal shifts in gender roles.



Overlap and Intersection of Purposes

While their primary focuses differ, there are intersections:

- Both aimed to challenge deeply ingrained societal injustices.

- Their activism often intersected-—many women abolitionists, including
Stanton and Mott, supported Douglass’s cause.

- Both recognized the importance of moral arguments and personal testimony in
effecting social change.

Conclusion: How Their Purposes Diverge and
Converge

In sum, Frederick Douglass’s purpose was predominantly to abolish slavery and
combat racial discrimination, emphasizing racial justice, equality, and human
dignity. His writings aimed to awaken moral conscience around racial issues
and inspire action against slavery. Conversely, Stanton and Mott’s purpose
was to secure women'’s legal rights and suffrage, advocating for gender
equality and social reform through organized activism, moral appeals, and
legal advocacy.

These differences reflect the distinct social problems each sought to
address—racial injustice versus gender inequality—and the specific strategies
suited to each cause. Yet, both contributed fundamentally to the broader
tapestry of American social reform, often supporting each other’s efforts and
highlighting the interconnectedness of struggles for justice.

In conclusion, understanding these differences enriches our appreciation of
how diverse voices and purposes shape social movements. Douglass’s focus on
racial emancipation and Stanton and Mott’s emphasis on women’s rights
exemplify how varied approaches, rooted in moral conviction and strategic
activism, can collectively advance societal progress. Their legacies remind
us that social change often requires multiple, intersecting efforts, each
with its own purpose but all aimed at creating a more equitable society.
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