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The statement that Malcolm Mclaren was the original drummer for Siouxsie And The
Banshees is a common point of confusion among music enthusiasts and fans of the post-
punk scene. To clarify, this claim is False. Malcolm Mclaren, best known as a pioneering
music impresario and manager of the Sex Pistols, never played drums for Siouxsie And The
Banshees. Instead, the band's original drummer was Sidney Selby, better known as Sid
Vicious, although he was not an official member of the band. Over time, Siouxsie and her
band members established their own identity, separate from Mclaren's influence. This
article will explore the origins of Siouxsie And The Banshees, Malcolm Mclaren's musical
career and influence, and clarify the misconception regarding Mclaren's supposed role as
their original drummer.

The Origins of Siouxsie And The Banshees

Formation and Early Lineup

Siouxsie And The Banshees formed in London in 1976, during the burgeoning punk scene.
The band was founded by lead singer Siouxsie Sioux and guitarist Steven Severin. Their
early lineup also included drummer Sid Vicious, who would later become famous as the
bassist for the Sex Pistols. Initially, the band was part of the punk movement but soon
developed their distinctive post-punk sound characterized by dark, atmospheric textures
and innovative songwriting.

Initial Drummers and Changes

The band's first drummer was John Ritchie, better known as Sid Vicious, who played with
them briefly before joining the Sex Pistols. After Sid's departure, the band recruited various
drummers before settling with Kenny Morris in 1978, who contributed to their early
recordings. It was Kenny Morris who played drums on their debut album, The Scream
(1978), which is considered a seminal work in post-punk music.

Malcolm Mclaren’s Role in the Music Scene



The Man Behind the Sex Pistols

Malcolm Mclaren is most famously recognized as the manager and producer of the Sex
Pistols, the legendary punk band that revolutionized rock music in the late 1970s. His
involvement with punk was more managerial and entrepreneurial than as a musician.
Mclaren's vision and marketing acumen helped propel the Sex Pistols into the cultural
zeitgeist, but he was not a performer in the band.

Musical Contributions and Collaborations

While Malcolm Mclaren did experiment with music and production, his direct contributions
as a performer are minimal. He is credited with co-producing some tracks and collaborating
on various experimental projects, but he did not serve as a drummer or vocalist for Siouxsie
And The Banshees or any other band.

Clarifying the Myth: Did Malcolm Mclaren Play
Drums For Siouxsie And The Banshees?

The Origin of the Myth

The misconception that Malcolm Mclaren was the original drummer for Siouxsie And The
Banshees may stem from confusion surrounding his close involvement with the punk scene
and his tendency to blur the lines between management, promotion, and performance.
Additionally, Mclaren's reputation as a provocative figure and his early collaborations with
various artists might have fueled false rumors.

Fact-Checking the Claim

- No documented evidence supports the claim that Malcolm Mclaren played drums for
Siouxsie And The Banshees.

- Members of the band have consistently credited other musicians, such as Kenny Morris
and later Budgie, as their drummers.

- Mclaren’s primary role was as a manager and producer, not a performer.

- Official releases and historical accounts of Siouxsie And The Banshees' formation and
early years do not mention Mclaren as a band member or drummer.

The True Drummers of Siouxsie And The
Banshees



Kenny Morris

Kenny Morris was the band's original drummer during their formative years and on their
debut album. His energetic style contributed significantly to their early sound.

Budgie (Peter Clarke)

In 1983, drummer Budgie joined the band and became a key member, contributing to
several albums and live performances. His drumming style added a new dimension to the
band's evolving sound.

Other Notable Drummers

Over the years, various musicians have played with Siouxsie And The Banshees, but none
included Malcolm Mclaren as a performer.

The Impact of Mclaren's Misrepresented Role

Influence on Punk and Post-Punk Music

Malcolm Mclaren’s influence on punk music is undeniable, but it lies in his role as a
manager, promoter, and innovator rather than a performer. His ability to market bands like
the Sex Pistols helped shape the punk movement.

The Importance of Accurate Music History

Understanding who played what in bands like Siouxsie And The Banshees is crucial for
appreciating their musical legacy. Misinformation can distort the history of influential bands
and the contributions of their members.

Conclusion

The claim that Malcolm Mclaren was the original drummer for Siouxsie And The Banshees is
definitively False. Mclaren was a pivotal figure in the punk scene, primarily known for
managing and promoting bands such as the Sex Pistols. He did not perform as a drummer
for Siouxsie And The Banshees or any other band. The original drummer for Siouxsie And
The Banshees was Kenny Morris, followed later by Budgie and other talented musicians who
contributed to their legendary sound. Clarifying this misconception helps preserve the
integrity of the band's history and highlights the contributions of the actual musicians who
shaped their sound.

Understanding the true roles of influential figures like Malcolm Mclaren ensures a more
accurate appreciation of the rich history of punk and post-punk music, celebrating the



artists who truly defined the genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

Was Malcolm McLaren the original drummer for
Siouxsie And The Banshees?

False. Malcolm McLaren was not the drummer; he was a manager and promoter. The
original drummer was Sidney Burns.

Did Malcolm McLaren perform as a drummer for
Siouxsie And The Banshees at any point?

No, Malcolm McLaren did not perform as a drummer for the band; he was primarily their
manager and a key influence on their image.

Is it true that Malcolm McLaren founded Siouxsie And
The Banshees?

False. Malcolm McLaren did not found Siouxsie And The Banshees; the band was formed by
Siouxsie Sioux and Steven Severin.

Was Malcolm McLaren involved in the early days of
Siouxsie And The Banshees?

He was not directly involved in their formation but managed and promoted the band later in
their career.

Does the claim that Malcolm McLaren was the original
drummer for Siouxsie And The Banshees hold any
truth?

No, that claim is false. Malcolm McLaren was not a drummer for the band; he was their
manager and a cultural influencer.

Additional Resources

Malcolm Mclaren Was The Original Drummer For Siouxsie And The Banshees. (True Or
False)

Malcolm Mclaren was not the original drummer for Siouxsie and the Banshees,
and understanding this common misconception reveals much about the band’s
early history and Mclaren’s multifaceted career. This article delves into the



origins of Siouxsie and the Banshees, clarifies the role of Malcolm Mclaren, and
explores the broader context of the post-punk scene that shaped their trajectory.

Introduction: The Myth Versus Reality

Setting the Record Straight

The question of whether Malcolm Mclaren, renowned as the manager and provocateur
behind the Sex Pistols, was the original drummer for Siouxsie and the Banshees is a
common point of confusion among music enthusiasts and casual fans alike. The answer is
straightforward: Malcolm Mclaren was not the original drummer for Siouxsie and the
Banshees. This misconception stems from Mclaren’s prominent role in the punk scene and
his close association with various bands, leading some to assume he played every role in
the early days of punk and post-punk acts.

Understanding this requires a detailed look at the band’s formation, the members involved,
and the timeline of their early years, as well as Mclaren’s real contributions to the scene.

The Origins of Siouxsie and the Banshees

The Formation and Early Lineup

Siouxsie and the Banshees emerged from the London underground scene in the late 1970s,
a period characterized by rapid musical experimentation and a rejection of mainstream
conventions. The original lineup, formed in 1976, consisted of:

- Siouxsie Sioux (vocals)

- Steven Severin (bass guitar)

- Sid Vicious (initially as a drummer, before leaving to join the Sex Pistols)
- John McKay (guitar)

It's important to note that Sid Vicious was not the original drummer; he joined the band
later. The initial drummer was Sid Vicious, but he only played with the band briefly before
leaving to join the Sex Pistols. The earliest consistent drummer was Steven Severin, the
bassist, who sometimes handled percussion until a dedicated drummer was recruited.

The Role of Drummers in the Band’s Formation

The earliest lineup saw a few drummers before the band settled into a more stable
arrangement. The first drummer associated with the band was Graham Lewis, but he was
more of a temporary member. The key point is that Malcolm Mclaren was never part of this



core lineup as a drummer or in any other musical capacity.

Who Was Malcolm Mclaren? A Brief Biography

The Man Behind the Scenes

Malcolm Mclaren (1946-2010) was primarily known as a manager, impresario, and
provocateur. His most notable role was managing the Sex Pistols, where he played a pivotal
role in shaping the punk movement’s rebellious image and attitude. Mclaren’s influence
extended beyond management; he was a visionary who dabbled in fashion, art, and music
production.

While Mclaren did not perform as a musician in most bands he managed, he was deeply
embedded in the punk and post-punk scenes, often acting as a cultural provocateur rather
than a performer. His involvement with bands was mostly behind the scenes, though he
occasionally performed in experimental projects.

Mythical Musical Contributions

There are some misconceptions about Mclaren’s direct musical involvement, possibly
stemming from his early experimental work or his collaborations with various artists.
However, there is no credible evidence to suggest that Malcolm Mclaren was ever the
drummer for Siouxsie and the Banshees or any other band. His primary role was managerial
and promotional, crafting the image of bands rather than performing in them.

The Timeline: Clarifying the Misconception

When Did Malcolm Mclaren Interact with Siouxsie and
the Banshees?

While Mclaren was certainly involved in the London punk scene during the same period as
Siouxsie and the Banshees, his interactions were mostly as a promoter, impresario, or
cultural figure rather than as a band member. There are no records or credible testimonies
indicating that Mclaren played drums or any instrument for the band.

Early Members and Their Roles

The early lineup of Siouxsie and the Banshees included:



- Siouxsie Sioux - vocals

- Steven Severin - bass

- John McKay - guitar

- Sidney “Sid” Vicious - drums (briefly)
- Peter Fenton - drums (initially)

- Kenny Morris - drums (from 1977)

Kenny Morris was the first long-term drummer for the band, joining in 1977. Malcolm
Mclaren was nowhere in this timeline as a performer.

The Legacy and Impact of the Misconception

Why Does the Myth Persist?

The misconception that Malcolm Mclaren was the original drummer might stem from his
overall influence on the scene and his reputation as a “musician” capable of shaping punk’s
aesthetic. This confusion is amplified by the fact that Mclaren’s name is often associated
with the punk movement, leading some to assume he played a direct role in performances.

Additionally, Mclaren’s early experimental projects, such as the short-lived band “The New
York Dolls,” and his work with other artists, may have contributed to the myth that he was a
performer in bands like Siouxsie and the Banshees.

The Importance of Accurate Historical Record

Understanding the true roles of band members helps preserve the authenticity of musical
history. Mclaren’s real contribution was as a visionary manager and cultural provocateur,
not as a drummer or musician in the band. Recognizing this distinction enhances
appreciation for the band’s actual lineup and the dynamics of their early years.

Conclusion: The Truth About Malcolm Mclaren
and Siouxsie and the Banshees

In conclusion, the statement “Malcolm Mclaren was the original drummer for Siouxsie and
the Banshees” is unequivocally false. Malcolm Mclaren was never a member of the band as
a performer. His role was primarily behind the scenes, managing and promoting the band
during their formative years, shaping their image and the broader punk movement.

This clarification not only corrects a common misconception but also underscores the
importance of understanding the distinct roles played by various figures within the punk
and post-punk scenes. Recognizing the actual lineup and contributions of the band
members allows for a more accurate appreciation of their innovative music and cultural



significance.

Additional Notes on the Band’s Evolution

- Siouxsie and the Banshees continued to evolve musically after the early lineup changes,
experimenting with post-punk, gothic rock, and alternative sounds.

- The core success of the band was built on the creative talents of Siouxsie Sioux, Steven
Severin, and their subsequent drummers, not Mclaren.

- Mclaren’s influence remains significant in punk history, but his role was managerial and
cultural, not musical.

Final Thoughts

The myth surrounding Malcolm Mclaren’s involvement as a drummer in Siouxsie and the
Banshees highlights how easily history can be distorted by assumptions and legends.
Accurate historical understanding depends on careful research and acknowledgment of
individual contributions. As fans and scholars continue to explore punk’s rich legacy, clarity
about these roles ensures that the true pioneers are properly credited for their innovations
and influence.
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