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The 1920s marked a pivotal decade in the history of golf in the United States. This period saw a
significant expansion in the construction of golf courses across the country, transforming the sport
from a niche pastime into a popular recreational activity enjoyed by many Americans. But was this
era truly the beginning of golf course development in the U.S.? In this comprehensive article, we will
explore the origins of golf in America, analyze the development of golf courses during the 1920s, and
address whether the statement about the 1920s ushering in the first golf courses in the United
States is true or false.

---

The Origins of Golf in the United States

Early Introduction of Golf in America

Golf's history in the United States predates the 20th century. The sport was introduced in America
primarily by Scottish and British immigrants in the late 19th century. The first known golf club in
the U.S. was the Saint Andrew's Golf Club, established in Yonkers, New York, in 1888. This club is
often credited as the first golf club in the United States, serving as a catalyst for the sport’s growth.

Initial Golf Courses and Their Development

Following the establishment of Saint Andrew's, other golf courses and clubs began to emerge across
the country. The early courses were often modeled after traditional British links courses, featuring
natural landscapes and minimal alterations. Notable early courses include:

- The Chicago Golf Club (1892)
- The Shinnecock Hills Golf Club (1891)
- The Newport Country Club (1894)

These courses laid the foundation for the sport's expansion throughout the country.

---

The Growth of Golf in the Early 20th Century



Factors Contributing to the Popularity of Golf

Several factors contributed to the rising popularity of golf in the United States during the early
1900s:

- Influence of British Culture: The sport's British origins made it fashionable among American elites.
- Increased Affluence: The economic growth of the early 20th century led to greater leisure time and
disposable income.
- Media and Promotion: Golf tournaments, magazines, and exhibitions promoted the sport
nationwide.
- Notable Figures: Prominent golfers and philanthropists helped popularize the game.

Development of Golf Courses Before the 1920s

Prior to the 1920s, golf courses in America were relatively few but influential. The country had a
handful of prestigious clubs, mostly in the Northeast and Midwest. The design and construction of
these courses laid the groundwork for the expansion during the following decade.

---

The 1920s: A Decade of Golf Course Expansion

Did the 1920s Mark the First Construction of Golf Courses in
the U.S.?

False. The statement that the 1920s ushered in the first golf courses being built in the United States
is not accurate. While the 1920s was undoubtedly a transformative decade for golf expansion, the
construction of golf courses in America began in the late 19th century, with the earliest examples
dating back to the 1890s.

Why the 1920s Are Often Considered a Golden Age for Golf

Despite not being the beginning of golf course construction, the 1920s is often regarded as a
“golden age” due to:

- The rapid proliferation of golf courses across the country.
- The establishment of many legendary courses and clubs.
- The rise of professional golf tournaments, such as the U.S. Open and the PGA Championship.
- The influence of golf course architects like A.W. Tillinghast, Donald Ross, and Alister MacKenzie.



Key Developments in the 1920s

During this decade, several significant developments took place:

- Massive Course Construction Boom: Hundreds of new golf courses were built, particularly in
California, Florida, and the Northeast.
- Design Innovations: Architects introduced new styles, blending natural landscapes with challenging
layouts.
- Golf Clubs and Resorts: The decade saw the rise of exclusive golf clubs and resort courses
attracting wealthy visitors.
- Media Coverage and Public Interest: Golf tournaments received extensive media coverage, fueling
public interest.

Major Golf Course Projects of the 1920s

Some notable courses and projects from this era include:

- Bethpage State Park Golf Course (built in the 1930s but influenced by 1920s development trends)
- Augusta National Golf Club (1927), although officially opened in 1933, was conceived and designed
during the late 1920s.
- Pine Valley Golf Club (reopened in 1918 but expanded during the 1920s)

---

Impact of the 1920s Golf Course Boom

Economic and Cultural Effects

The surge in golf course construction contributed significantly to the economy and culture of the
United States:

- Created numerous jobs in construction, landscaping, and hospitality.
- Elevated the sport to a national pastime.
- Fostered social networking among America's elite.
- Laid the foundation for future golf infrastructure and tourism.

Legacy of 1920s Golf Course Architecture

The 1920s saw the emergence of legendary golf course architects whose influence persists today:

- A.W. Tillinghast: Designed or redesigned courses like Winged Foot and Bethpage Black.
- Donald Ross: Known for Pinehurst No. 2 and other classic layouts.



- Alister MacKenzie: Designed Augusta National with Bobby Jones.

Their innovative designs set standards for course architecture and challenged players for
generations.

---

Conclusion: The Truth About the 1920s and Early Golf
Course Construction

Is the statement true or false?
The assertion that "The 1920s ushered in the first golf courses being built in the United States" is
false. The history of golf in America predates the 1920s, with the first courses established in the late
19th century. However, the 1920s was undeniably a pivotal decade for the expansion and
popularization of golf courses, marking a period of rapid growth that set the stage for the modern
game.

---

Summary of Key Points

- Golf was introduced to the U.S. in the late 19th century, with the Saint Andrew's Golf Club
established in 1888.
- Early golf courses appeared in the 1890s and early 1900s, mostly in the Northeast and Midwest.
- The 1920s saw a massive expansion of golf course construction, making it a golden age for the
sport.
- Influential architects and iconic courses emerged during this era.
- The decade's growth laid the foundation for golf's enduring popularity in America.

---
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---

Final thoughts:
Understanding the origins and growth of golf in the United States provides insight into how the
sport evolved into a national pastime. While the 1920s was a significant decade for golf course
development, it was not the inception point. Recognizing the early history of golf helps appreciate
the rich heritage and enduring appeal of the game in America today.

Frequently Asked Questions

True or False: The 1920s marked the beginning of golf course
construction in the United States.
True

Did the 1920s see a significant rise in the popularity of golf in
the U.S.?
Yes, the 1920s experienced a boom in golf's popularity, leading to the construction of many new
courses.

Were the first golf courses built in the United States during
the 1920s?
True

Did the economic prosperity of the 1920s contribute to the
development of new golf courses in the U.S.?
Yes, the economic growth of the Roaring Twenties facilitated investments in golf course
construction.

Were golf courses in the 1920s primarily built in rural areas of
the U.S.?
False, many early golf courses were built near urban centers to attract affluent players.

Did the first golf courses in the United States originate from
European designs during the 1920s?
Partially true; many U.S. courses were inspired by European designs, but the sport was developing
its own style as well.



True or False: The 1920s played a crucial role in establishing
golf as a popular sport in the United States.
True

Additional Resources
The 1920s: A Pivotal Decade for Golf Course Development in the United States — True or False?

The 1920s stand out as a transformative period in American sports history, notably for the
burgeoning popularity of golf. One of the most common questions surrounding this era is whether
the 1920s truly marked the first wave of golf course construction in the United States. To answer
this, we must explore the origins of golf in America, the development of golf courses prior to the
1920s, and the cultural and economic factors that influenced this growth. This comprehensive
review aims to clarify the truth behind the statement, "The 1920s ushered in the first golf courses
being built in the United States," examining historical facts, trends, and misconceptions.

---

Historical Context of Golf in America Before the 1920s

Early Introduction of Golf to the U.S.

Golf’s journey in America predates the 20th century. It was introduced primarily through Scottish
and British immigrants who brought the game over in the late 19th century. Some key milestones
include:

- Late 1800s Beginnings: The first recorded golf course in the U.S. was the St. Andrews Golf Club in
Yonkers, New York, established in 1888. This was a nine-hole course modeled after traditional
Scottish layouts.
- Growth of Golf Clubs: By the early 1900s, numerous private golf clubs and courses had been
established across the northeastern United States, especially in New York, Massachusetts, and
Illinois.
- Governing Bodies: The United States Golf Association (USGA) was founded in 1894, signaling an
organized effort to standardize rules and promote the game nationally.

Pre-1920s Golf Course Construction

While golf was gaining popularity, the construction of courses was often limited to private clubs and
exclusive resorts. Notable points include:

- Limited Number of Courses: Prior to 1920, the number of golf courses was relatively small, with
estimates suggesting fewer than 200 courses nationwide.



- Course Design and Infrastructure: Many early courses were designed by local enthusiasts or
amateur architects, often on existing parks or estate grounds, rather than large-scale developments.
- Geographical Concentration: Most courses were located in urbanized or affluent areas, primarily in
the Northeast and Midwest.

---

The 1920s: The Boom or Mere Beginnings?

Economic and Cultural Factors

The 1920s, often called the Roaring Twenties, was a decade of economic prosperity, technological
innovation, and cultural shifts in the U.S. These factors had a profound impact on sports, including
golf:

- Economic Prosperity: The decade saw widespread disposable income, allowing middle-class
Americans to partake in recreational activities such as golf.
- Automobile Boom: Increased mobility made access to golf courses outside urban centers more
feasible.
- Media and Promotion: Golf stars and tournaments gained media attention, elevating the sport’s
profile.
- Golf's Popularity: The number of golfers increased dramatically, fueling demand for more courses.

Golf Course Construction in the 1920s

While the 1920s is often associated with a golf course construction boom, it is essential to
distinguish between growth in popularity and the actual building of new courses:

- Rapid Expansion of Existing Courses: Many existing courses expanded or underwent redesigns
during this period.
- New Course Development: The number of new courses built increased significantly, but the
foundational development of golf infrastructure had started well before the 1920s.
- Not the First: The decade did not mark the first golf courses being built in the U.S.; rather, it
represented a period of accelerated growth.

---

Is the Statement True or False? Analyzing the Evidence



Arguments Supporting the Statement

- The 1920s saw an unprecedented surge in golf course construction.
- Many famous courses, such as Pebble Beach Golf Links (1929), were built during this decade.
- The decade contributed to establishing golf as a mainstream sport, leading to numerous new
courses being constructed nationwide.

Counterarguments and Clarifications

- The foundational development of golf courses began in the late 19th century.
- Most of the earliest courses in America were built before 1920, often by private clubs.
- The 1920s was more about the expansion and popularization of golf, rather than the initial
construction of courses.

Conclusion on True/False

Based on historical evidence, the statement "The 1920s ushered in the first golf courses being built
in the United States" is False. The earliest courses appeared in the late 19th century, and the 1920s
represented a period of significant growth and expansion, but not the inception of golf course
construction in the U.S.

---

The Significance of the 1920s in American Golf History

Major Developments During the Decade

Despite the falsehood of the initial statement, the 1920s was undeniably pivotal for golf in America:

- Professional Tournaments: The decade saw the rise of major tournaments like the U.S. Open and
the PGA Championship, boosting the sport’s visibility.
- Golf Course Architecture: Legendary architects such as Alister MacKenzie and Donald Ross
designed some of the most iconic courses during this era.
- Golf Resorts: Luxury resorts and championship courses emerged, attracting wealthy clientele and
tourists.
- Golf Equipment and Media: Innovations in golf equipment and increased media coverage helped
grow the sport's popularity.

Impact on Future Development



The 1920s set the stage for the widespread proliferation of golf courses in subsequent decades:

- The popularity of golf led to a boom in course construction in the post-World War II era.
- The decade’s emphasis on course design and organization influenced future architects and
developers.
- It helped establish golf as a mainstream American sport, with accessible courses for the middle
class becoming more common.

---

Conclusion: A Clarification of Historical Timeline

In summary, while the 1920s was undoubtedly a transformative decade for golf in the United States,
it was not the era when the first golf courses were built. The origins of golf courses in America trace
back to the late 19th century, with the first courses established around the 1880s and 1890s. The
1920s, however, marked a period of rapid expansion, increased infrastructure, and cultural
prominence for the sport.

To encapsulate:

- The statement is False: The first golf courses in the U.S. predate the 1920s.
- The 1920s was a pivotal decade for expanding and popularizing golf, leading to a significant
increase in course development.
- Understanding this timeline helps appreciate the evolution of golf from its modest beginnings to a
major American sport.

---
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---

In conclusion, recognizing the timeline of golf course development clarifies that the 1920s was a
period of growth and innovation rather than the inception of golf courses in the United States. The
sport's roots stretch back to the late 19th century, with subsequent decades, especially the 1920s,
cementing its status as a popular and accessible activity for Americans across social strata.
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