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The Final Draft Of The U.s. Constitution Took Which Right Away From The Individual
States? The ratification of the United States Constitution in 1788 marked a pivotal moment in
American history, transforming the political landscape from a loose confederation of states under
the Articles of Confederation to a unified federal government. One of the most significant changes
introduced by the Constitution was the redistribution, or in some cases the restriction, of powers
traditionally held by the individual states. This shift laid the groundwork for the federal system we
recognize today, where sovereignty is shared between state and national governments. The most
notable right that was effectively taken away from individual states in the final draft was their
absolute sovereignty over certain key aspects of governance, particularly their ability to regulate
internal matters without interference from the federal government. In this article, we will explore
which specific rights were transferred or limited, the constitutional mechanisms that facilitated this
change, and the implications for the balance of power between state and federal authority.

The Sovereignty of States Under the Articles of
Confederation

Initial Powers and Limitations

Before the Constitution, the Articles of Confederation served as the governing document for the
United States. Under this framework, individual states retained significant sovereignty, including
the authority to regulate commerce, levy taxes, and maintain their own militias. The Articles created
a weak central government, which lacked the power to enforce laws or regulate interstate relations
effectively.

States could conduct their own foreign diplomacy.

States had the authority to maintain their own armies and militias.

States controlled their own taxation and economic policies.

The federal government had little power to intervene in state affairs.



Limitations of State Sovereignty Under the Articles

While states enjoyed broad rights, their sovereignty was limited in ways that prevented effective
national cohesion. The lack of a strong central authority meant that interstate disputes and
economic conflicts often went unresolved. Recognizing these issues, delegates convened in
Philadelphia in 1787 to draft a new constitution that would establish a stronger federal government,
ultimately leading to the final draft of the U.S. Constitution.

The Shift of Power: From States to Federal Government

The Supremacy Clause and Its Impact

One of the most critical provisions in the final draft of the Constitution was the Supremacy Clause
(Article VI, Clause 2), which established that the Constitution, federal laws, and treaties are the
supreme law of the land. This clause effectively limited the sovereignty of states by asserting that
federal law takes precedence over conflicting state laws.

States could no longer unilaterally pass laws that contravened federal statutes.1.

Federal courts could invalidated state laws that conflicted with federal law.2.

It established a hierarchical legal structure favoring national authority.3.

The Power to Tax and Regulate Commerce

The Constitution granted Congress the explicit power to regulate interstate commerce and levy
taxes. This was a significant departure from the Articles of Confederation, where states controlled
their own economic policies.

Federal government gained authority to impose tariffs and regulate trade between states and
with foreign nations.

States could no longer impose tariffs or taxes that conflicted with federal policies.

This shift curtailed the states' ability to independently control economic activity within their
borders.



The Authority Over the Military and Defense

The new Constitution centralized the authority to raise and maintain the military, reducing the
states' independent control over their militias.

States could no longer unilaterally decide to maintain their own armies or militias outside
federal oversight.

The federal government gained the exclusive right to organize and command armed forces.

Which Specific Rights Did the Constitution Take From
the States?

The Right to Self-Governance in Certain Internal Matters

Prior to the Constitution, states had broad latitude to govern their internal affairs, including issues
like criminal law, education, and local regulations. The final draft limited this sovereignty, especially
in areas where federal interests were deemed paramount.

The Right to Levy Independent Taxes

Under the Articles of Confederation, states had the power to tax their citizens independently. The
Constitution curtailed this by establishing a federal system where taxation is primarily handled at
the national level, with the federal government having the power to levy taxes directly on
individuals.

The Right to Conduct Foreign Policy and Enter Treaties

States previously had the authority to negotiate treaties or conduct diplomatic relations. The
Constitution centralized foreign policy under federal jurisdiction, thereby removing this right from
the states.

The Right to Issue Currency and Coin Money

The Constitution granted Congress the exclusive right to coin money and regulate its value,



effectively removing the states' ability to issue their own currency or control monetary policy.

The Right to Maintain Independent Armies and Militias

States could no longer maintain independent armies or militias outside federal control, a key
transfer of sovereignty that was crucial for national unity and defense.

Implications of These Changes

Strengthening Federal Authority

The transfer of rights from the states to the federal government was aimed at creating a more
cohesive, effective national system capable of dealing with issues that transcended state borders.
These include trade regulation, defense, and foreign relations.

Limitations on State Autonomy

While the Constitution strengthened the union, it also limited the ability of individual states to
govern independently in critical areas. This has led to ongoing debates about states' rights versus
federal authority, especially in areas like healthcare, education, and criminal justice.

Balancing Federal and State Power

The Constitution established a system of checks and balances designed to balance the powers
between federal and state governments. Over time, the scope of federal authority has expanded,
sometimes at the expense of state sovereignty, through amendments, Supreme Court rulings, and
federal legislation.

Conclusion

The final draft of the U.S. Constitution fundamentally altered the landscape of American governance
by taking away certain rights and powers from the individual states. Chief among these was their
sovereignty over key internal and external affairs, including taxation, military, currency, and
diplomacy. The Constitution's design was intended to forge a stronger union capable of maintaining
order, ensuring national security, and promoting economic stability. However, this centralization of
authority has sparked ongoing debates about the proper distribution of power within the federal
system. Ultimately, the Constitution marked a decisive shift from a confederation of sovereign states



to a federal system where sovereignty is shared, but certain rights—particularly those involving
external relations and national defense—are now firmly under federal control. This transformation
remains a defining feature of American constitutional law and continues to shape the nation's
political discourse today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which right was taken away from individual states in the final
draft of the U.S. Constitution?
The right of individual states to conduct their own independent foreign policy was taken away, as the
Constitution established a unified federal government with authority over foreign relations.

Did the final draft of the U.S. Constitution centralize or
diminish state powers?
It centralized certain powers, notably removing some sovereignty from individual states, particularly
regarding issues like treaties and diplomatic relations.

Which specific rights or powers did the Constitution limit for
the states?
The Constitution limited the states' rights to conduct independent foreign policy, print their own
currency, and enter into treaties, centralizing these powers at the federal level.

How did the final draft of the U.S. Constitution affect states'
ability to regulate commerce?
While the Constitution granted Congress the power to regulate interstate commerce, it also reduced
individual states' authority to set their own trade policies and tariffs.

Was the power to coin money taken away from the states in
the final Constitution?
Yes, the power to coin money was centralized in the federal government, removing this right from
the individual states.

Did the Constitution remove any rights related to law
enforcement or internal governance from the states?
While the Constitution primarily centralized foreign policy and monetary powers, it also established
federal supremacy, limiting states' ability to override federal laws, though internal law enforcement
remained largely within state control.



What was the impact of the Constitution on states' rights to
create their own armies?
The Constitution limited states' ability to maintain independent armies, establishing the federal
government as the primary military authority through the power to raise and support armies.

Did the final draft of the Constitution take away the right of
states to issue their own currency?
Yes, the Constitution centralized the power to issue currency at the federal level, removing
individual states' rights to create their own money.

How did the Constitution affect states' rights to enter into
treaties or alliances?
The Constitution explicitly prohibited states from entering into treaties, alliances, or confederations,
reserving such powers for the federal government.

Why were certain rights taken from the states in the final
draft of the U.S. Constitution?
These rights were taken to establish a stronger, more unified national government capable of
effectively managing foreign policy, commerce, and national defense, preventing individual states
from acting independently in ways that could undermine federal authority.
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The framing of the United States Constitution was a pivotal moment in American history, marking
the transition from loosely affiliated states to a unified federal government. While the Constitution
laid the foundation for the nation's legal and political framework, it also entailed significant shifts in
the balance of power between the federal government and the individual states. One of the most
consequential changes involved the removal of certain rights and powers traditionally held by states,
centralizing authority in the federal sphere. This article explores which right or rights the final draft
of the U.S. Constitution took away from the individual states, examining the historical context,
constitutional provisions, and implications for American federalism.

---

Historical Context: The Path to Centralization

Before the Constitutional Convention of 1787, the United States operated under the Articles of
Confederation. This early governing document prioritized state sovereignty, creating a weak federal
government with limited powers. Under the Articles, states retained most of their sovereignty,
including control over taxation, trade, and internal lawmaking. However, this decentralized
approach proved unstable, leading to economic turmoil, interstate conflicts, and difficulties in



national governance.

Recognizing these limitations, delegates convened in Philadelphia to draft a new constitution that
balanced federal authority with state rights. The resulting document sought to create a more robust
national government capable of managing interstate commerce, defense, and other critical
functions. Yet, in doing so, it also curtailed certain powers traditionally reserved for states, paving
the way for a more centralized federal system.

---

The Supremacy Clause and Federal Overreach

One of the most significant constitutional provisions that effectively took away a crucial right from
the states is the Supremacy Clause (Article VI, Clause 2). This clause establishes that federal law,
treaties, and the Constitution itself take precedence over state laws and constitutions.

Implications of the Supremacy Clause:

- It established the constitutional principle that states cannot override federal laws.
- It limited the ability of states to enact legislation that conflicts with federal statutes.
- It allowed the federal government to assert authority over areas traditionally managed by states,
such as commerce and taxation.

For example, if a state attempted to pass a law that conflicted with federal regulations—say, on
environmental standards or trade policies—the federal law would override the state law. This
effectively diminished the legislative sovereignty of individual states, centralizing authority within
the federal government.

---

The Loss of Sovereign Legislative Powers: The Case of Commerce

The Commerce Clause (Article I, Section 8, Clause 3) is often cited as one of the most impactful
provisions that curtailed state rights. It grants Congress the power “to regulate Commerce with
foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes.”

What the Commerce Clause Did:

- It gave the federal government the authority to regulate economic activity that crosses state lines.
- It limited the states' ability to enact protectionist or restrictive trade laws.
- Over time, it became the constitutional basis for federal intervention in areas previously managed
at the state level.

Historical Impact:

Initially, states retained significant control over local commerce. However, over the 19th and 20th
centuries, the interpretation of the Commerce Clause expanded, leading to federal regulation over a
broad array of economic activities. This evolution effectively took away the individual states'
autonomous control over their economies, shifting that power to the federal government.

For example, states could no longer impose tariffs or trade restrictions that conflicted with federal



policies, and federal agencies could regulate industries such as banking, transportation, and labor
markets—areas once governed solely by state legislatures.

---

The Power to Tax and Spend: Federal Overreach

The Spending Power (Article I, Section 8, Clause 1) authorizes Congress “to lay and collect Taxes,
Duties, Imposts, and Excises,” and to pay the debts and provide for the common defense and general
welfare of the United States.

While taxation was traditionally a state prerogative, the Constitution's grant of taxing power to
Congress allowed the federal government to influence or even dictate policies that impact state
budgets and priorities. Over time, this led to a scenario where the federal government could
leverage financial incentives—such as grants and conditional funding—to shape state policies.

Key Consequences:

- States could no longer independently decide on taxation policies without federal oversight.
- Federal funds often come with stipulations, reducing the autonomy of state governments in areas
like education, transportation, and healthcare.
- The federal government’s ability to influence state policies through fiscal means expanded
significantly, often at the expense of state sovereignty.

---

The Removal of Certain Rights: The Federal Preemption of State Law

Another critical aspect of the Constitution that took away rights from states was federal
preemption—the idea that federal law displaces or overrides state law in certain areas.

Legal Foundation:

- The doctrine is rooted in the Supremacy Clause but was clarified through judicial interpretation
over the years.
- Federal preemption can be expressed (explicitly stated in federal law) or implied (through the
nature of federal regulation or where conflict exists).

Impact on State Sovereignty:

- States lost the right to independently legislate on issues covered by federal law.
- For instance, in areas like civil rights, environmental standards, and immigration, federal law
preempted state initiatives, effectively removing the ability of states to set their own policies in these
domains.

Example: States could not enact their own immigration laws if they conflicted with federal statutes,
as federal law preempted state efforts. Similarly, federal environmental regulations often supersede
state standards.

---



The Tenth Amendment and Its Limitations

The Tenth Amendment (ratified in 1791) was designed to reserve powers not delegated to the
federal government to the states or the people. However, over time, judicial and legislative
interpretations have limited its effectiveness.

Key points:

- The amendment states that powers not delegated to the federal government nor prohibited to the
states are reserved to the states or the people.
- Federal courts have often ruled that federal laws take precedence, and the scope of federal
authority has expanded beyond what was initially envisioned by the Founders.

Result:

- Although the Tenth Amendment was meant to protect state rights, in practice, the final draft of the
Constitution and subsequent legal interpretations have effectively taken away some rights
traditionally held by the states, especially in areas where federal power has expanded.

---

The Consequences of Centralization

By removing these rights, the final draft of the U.S. Constitution established a more centralized
authority that could better manage the complexities of a growing nation. However, this shift also
sparked ongoing debates about the balance of power:

- Proponents argue that a strong federal government is essential for national unity, economic
stability, and effective governance.
- Opponents contend that excessive federal power diminishes state sovereignty and undermines local
control.

This ongoing tension remains a defining feature of American federalism, with the Constitution
serving as both a unifying document and a canvas for legal and political battles over the scope of
federal authority.

---

Conclusion: Which Right Was Taken?

In essence, the final draft of the U.S. Constitution took away the sovereign legislative and regulatory
rights of individual states, establishing the federal government as the supreme authority in many
critical areas. The most prominent right that was effectively removed was the exclusive authority of
states to govern their own internal affairs—their ability to create, enforce, and interpret laws
without federal interference.

This centralization has shaped the nature of American governance for over two centuries, balancing
the need for a strong union against the desire for local autonomy. While the Constitution provides
the framework for federal authority, it also leaves ongoing space for debate about the proper
distribution of power between the national government and the states—a debate that continues to
influence American politics and law today.



---

In summary: The final draft of the U.S. Constitution took away the right of individual states to
exercise independent legislative authority, particularly in areas like commerce, taxation, and
lawmaking, by establishing federal supremacy and broad regulatory powers. This shift has been
instrumental in shaping the federal system that defines the United States, with implications that
echo through every facet of American political life.
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