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In academic writing, properly acknowledging the sources of borrowed material
is essential to maintain integrity, avoid plagiarism, and strengthen your
work's credibility. The Modern Language Association (MLA) style is a widely
accepted format for documenting sources, especially in humanities
disciplines. One notable feature of MLA style is its approach to citing
sources, which involves acknowledging the borrowed material twice — initially
through in-text citations and subsequently through detailed entries in the
Works Cited page. Understanding this dual acknowledgment process is crucial
for students, researchers, and writers aiming to adhere to MLA standards
effectively. This article provides a comprehensive guide to using MLA
documentation style with an emphasis on the importance and mechanics of
acknowledging sources twice.

Understanding MLA Style and Its Importance

The MLA style provides a standardized method for citing sources within your
writing and in the list of works cited at the end of your document. Its
primary goals include:

- Ensuring clarity and consistency in citations
- Allowing readers to locate sources easily
- Upholding academic integrity by giving proper credit

By following MLA guidelines, writers demonstrate respect for intellectual
property rights and contribute to scholarly dialogue effectively.

The Dual Process of Acknowledging Sources in
MLA Style

MLA documentation involves two key steps:

1. In-Text Citations: Brief references within the body of the paper that
point to the full citation details.

2. Works Cited Entries: Detailed bibliographic information listed at the end
of the document.

This dual process ensures that sources are acknowledged twice: once at the



point of borrowing (in-text citation) and again with full details (Works
Cited). Let’s explore each in detail.

In-Text Citations: The First Acknowledgment

In-text citations are concise references that appear immediately after
borrowing material. They typically include the author's last name and page
number(s), for example:

- (Smith 45)
- (Johnson 102-103)

Purpose:
- To give immediate credit and context to the borrowed material
- To guide readers to the corresponding entry in the Works Cited page

Guidelines:

- Place in-text citations at the end of the sentence, before the punctuation.
- If the author's name is mentioned within the sentence, only include the
page number in parentheses.

- For sources without page numbers (e.g., websites), include the author's
name or a shortened title.

Example:

According to Smith, the results were inconclusive (45).
or

The results were inconclusive (Smith 45).

Works Cited Entries: The Second Acknowledgment

The Works Cited page is a comprehensive list of all sources referenced in
your paper. It provides detailed bibliographic information such as the
author, title, publisher, publication date, and more.

Purpose:
- To allow readers to locate the original sources
- To provide full transparency of your research sources

Formatting Tips:

- Start the page on a new sheet at the end of your document.

- Entries should be alphabetized by the author’s last name.

- Use a hanging indent for each entry.

- Follow MLA format for each type of source (book, article, website, etc.).

Example of a Book Entry:
Smith, John. Understanding Literary Forms. Oxford University Press, 2018.



The Importance of Acknowledging Sources Twice
in Academic Writing

Why does MLA style emphasize acknowledging sources twice? The answer lies in
clarity, accountability, and scholarly ethics.

1. Ensuring Immediate Clarity and Context

In-text citations immediately inform readers about the origin of specific
information, data, or quotations. This immediate acknowledgment helps avoid
confusion and allows readers to assess the credibility of the evidence within
the context of your argument.

2. Providing Detailed Source Information for
Verification

The Works Cited page complements in-text citations by offering full
bibliographic details. This detailed acknowledgment enables readers to locate
and verify sources if they wish to explore further, promoting transparency
and scholarly rigor.

3. Upholding Academic Integrity and Avoiding
Plagiarism

Properly citing every borrowed idea or quote twice demonstrates respect for
intellectual property rights, reduces the risk of accidental plagiarism, and
aligns with academic standards.

Practical Steps for Proper MLA Source
Acknowledgment

To ensure you correctly acknowledge sources twice following MLA style,
consider these practical steps:

1. Record Complete Source Details During Research: Keep thorough notes of
all sources, including author names, titles, publication details, and
page numbers.

2. Insert In-Text Citations Immediately: When quoting or paraphrasing, add
the appropriate in-text citation right after the borrowed material.

3. Match In-Text Citations with Works Cited Entries: Ensure every in-text
citation corresponds accurately to a complete entry in your Works Cited
list.



4. Format the Works Cited Properly: Follow MLA guidelines for each source
type to create accurate, full citations.

5. Review for Completeness: Double-check that every borrowed idea is both
cited in the text and listed in the Works Cited.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While following MLA style is straightforward, some challenges may arise:

1. Citing Sources Without Page Numbers

- Use the author's name in parentheses or a shortened title if no author is
available.
- Example: (World Health Organization)

2. Citing Multiple Works by the Same Author

- Include a shortened title or other distinguishing detail in the in-text
citation.
- Example: (Smith, Literary Analysis 45)

3. Managing Multiple Sources in a Single Sentence

- Separate citations with semicolons.
- Example: Several studies support this claim (Jones 89; Smith 45; Lee
102-103).

Conclusion

Using MLA documentation style effectively requires understanding the
importance of acknowledging borrowed material twice — through in-text
citations and detailed Works Cited entries. This dual acknowledgment not only
upholds academic integrity but also provides clarity and transparency,
enabling readers to verify sources and engage with your research more deeply.
By mastering MLA guidelines and diligently applying them throughout your
writing, you demonstrate scholarly responsibility and contribute to the
integrity of academic discourse.

Remember: Every piece of borrowed material should be acknowledged immediately
within your text and fully documented at the end. This practice ensures your
work respects intellectual property rights and aligns with professional
academic standards.



Frequently Asked Questions

Why do you need to acknowledge sources twice when
using MLA documentation style?

Acknowledging sources twice in MLA style ensures proper attribution both
within the text through in-text citations and in the Works Cited page,
maintaining academic integrity and clarity for the reader.

What are the two points at which sources are
acknowledged in MLA style?

Sources are acknowledged once through in-text citations immediately after
referenced material, and again in the full citation on the Works Cited page
at the end of the document.

How does acknowledging sources twice help prevent
plagiarism?

By clearly citing sources both in-text and in the Works Cited, MLA style
provides transparent attribution, reducing the risk of unintentional
plagiarism.

Is it necessary to include full source details in
both in-text citations and the Works Cited 1list?

Yes, in-text citations briefly identify the source within the text, while the
Works Cited provides complete source details, ensuring comprehensive
acknowledgment.

Can you give an example of acknowledging a source
twice in MLA style?

Certainly. For example, in-text: (Smith 45); in the Works Cited: Smith, John.
Understanding MLA Style. Publisher, 2020.

What are common mistakes students make regarding
acknowledging sources in MLA style?

Students often forget to include in-text citations or neglect to list sources
in the Works Cited, leading to incomplete acknowledgment of borrowed
material.



How does double acknowledgment improve the
credibility of your work?

It demonstrates thoroughness and adherence to academic standards, which
enhances the credibility and trustworthiness of your writing.

Are there any specific rules for citing different
types of sources in MLA style?

Yes, MLA provides specific guidelines for citing books, articles, websites,
and other sources, ensuring each is properly acknowledged both in-text and in
the Works Cited list.

Why is it important to be consistent in
acknowledging sources in MLA style?

Consistency helps maintain clarity, professionalism, and adherence to
academic standards, making it easier for readers to locate and verify your
sources.

Additional Resources

Using The MLA Documentation Style, You Acknowledge The Sources Of Borrowed
Material Twice: A Comprehensive Guide

The Modern Language Association (MLA) documentation style is one of the most
widely used formats for citing sources in academic writing, especially within
humanities disciplines such as literature, language studies, and cultural
studies. A distinctive feature of MLA style is its emphasis on proper
attribution of borrowed material, which is crucial for maintaining academic
integrity and avoiding plagiarism. Notably, MLA requires that writers
acknowledge their sources twice: once through in-text citations immediately
following the borrowed material, and again through a detailed Works Cited
page at the end of the document. This dual acknowledgment ensures that
readers can easily trace the origin of any referenced information, whether it
appears as a quote, paraphrase, or summary.

In this article, we will explore the significance of this dual-source

acknowledgment in MLA style, analyze its core components, and discuss best
practices for effectively implementing it in your writing.

Understanding the Importance of Dual



Acknowledgment in MLA Style

Why Acknowledge Sources Twice?

MLA’s requirement to cite sources twice serves several important purposes:

- Clarity and Transparency: It allows readers to immediately identify which
parts of the text are borrowed and where they originated, fostering
transparency.

- Academic Integrity: Proper attribution prevents plagiarism by clearly
indicating which ideas or words are sourced from others.

- Ease of Verification: The combination of in-text citations and the Works
Cited page makes it simple for readers or evaluators to verify sources and
further explore the material.

- Supporting Reader Navigation: In-text citations act as quick references
within the text, while the Works Cited page provides comprehensive source
details, enabling seamless navigation between the two.

Pros and Cons of Dual Acknowledgment

Pros:

- Ensures thorough attribution of all borrowed material.
- Enhances credibility and scholarly rigor.

- Promotes good academic writing practices.

- Facilitates peer review and grading processes.

Cons:

- Increases the workload for writers, especially during editing.

- Can lead to cluttered or overly dense text if not managed properly.
- May be confusing for beginners unfamiliar with citation conventions.
- Requires meticulous attention to detail to avoid inconsistencies.

Despite these challenges, the benefits of rigorous source acknowledgment

generally outweigh the drawbacks, making dual citation a standard in academic
writing.

Components of MLA Citing: In-Text Citations and



Works Cited

In-Text Citations

MLA in-text citations are concise references placed within the body of the
text immediately after the borrowed material. They typically include the
author's last name and the page number from which the material was taken,
enclosed in parentheses.

Features:

- Usually placed at the end of the sentence or clause containing the borrowed
material.

- Can be integrated into the sentence structure or placed separately.

- Correspond directly to an entry in the Works Cited page.

Examples:
- Parenthetical citation: (Smith 45)
- Narrative citation: Smith states that... (45).

Best Practices:

- Always match the in-text citation with a full entry in the Works Cited.
- For sources without page numbers (e.g., web pages), include the author's
name or a shortened title.

Pros:
- Keeps the text clear and uncluttered.
- Allows immediate source identification.

Cons:
- Can be overlooked if not carefully formatted.
- Might be confusing when multiple sources are cited in the same paragraph.

Works Cited Page

The Works Cited page appears at the end of the document and provides full
bibliographic details of all sources referenced in the text. It enables
readers to locate the original material if desired.

Features:

- Entries are alphabetized by the author's last name.

- Uses a hanging indent format for each entry.

- Contains specific information depending on the source type (book, article,
website, etc.).

Sample Entry (Book):
Smith, John. The Art of Writing. Penguin, 2018.



Sample Entry (Website):
Johnson, Emily. "MLA Citation Guide." Academic Writing Resources, 12 Mar.
2022, www.example.com/mla-guide.

Advantages:

- Provides comprehensive source details.

- Ensures proper credit and avoids plagiarism.
- Facilitates scholarly research.

Challenges:
- Requires careful attention to formatting rules.
- Can be lengthy, especially with multiple sources.

Best Practices for Effective Dual
Acknowledgment

Strategies for Proper In-Text Citation

- Always cite sources immediately after the borrowed material.

- Use parentheses for parenthetical citations, or integrate the author's name
smoothly into the sentence.

- Match every in-text citation with an entry in the Works Cited.

- For paraphrases or summaries, cite similarly to direct quotes.

Creating Accurate Works Cited Entries

- Gather all necessary bibliographic information at the research stage.
- Follow the latest MLA guidelines for different source types.

- Use citation tools or templates to ensure consistency.

- Double-check entries for accuracy and completeness.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Omitting in-text citations or Works Cited entries.

- Incorrect formatting or inconsistent style.

- Failing to match in-text citations with the correct Works Cited entry.
- Over-reliance on direct quotes when paraphrasing could suffice.

Tools and Resources

- MLA Style Center (official guidelines)
- Citation management tools like Zotero, EndNote, or EasyBib.
- Writing centers and academic support services.



Conclusion: The Significance of Dual
Acknowledgment in Academic Writing

Using the MLA documentation style effectively hinges on understanding and
executing the dual acknowledgment of sources. By citing sources both within
the text and in the Works Cited page, writers uphold the principles of
scholarly integrity, facilitate reader comprehension, and contribute to the
academic dialogue. While this process demands meticulous attention to detail
and consistency, the benefits—clarity, credibility, and respect for
intellectual property—far outweigh the potential challenges. Mastery of MLA's
citation practices not only enhances the quality of individual assignments
but also prepares students and researchers for rigorous scholarly
communication. Ultimately, recognizing borrowed material twice is more than a
stylistic requirement; it is a fundamental aspect of responsible and ethical
academic writing.
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