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Effective storytelling, especially for children, often hinges on the subtle yet powerful use of verbal
prompts and supportive sounds. In a notable example, Carl employs two specific verbal prompts to assist
Gloria in expanding her story, fostering her creativity and confidence. These prompts serve as supportive
sounds—gentle cues that encourage elaboration, detail, and sustained engagement. Understanding these
prompts provides valuable insight into how supportive language can nurture storytelling skills in young
learners.

---

Understanding Supportive Sounds in Storytelling

Supportive sounds, or verbal prompts, are deliberate cues used by storytellers, teachers, or caregivers to
guide children in enhancing their narratives. These prompts do not direct the child with rigid instructions
but instead gently nudge them toward more detailed, vivid, and expressive storytelling. They are essential
tools in scaffolding a child's language development, imagination, and confidence.

In the context of Gloria's story, Carl's use of two specific verbal prompts exemplifies how such supportive
sounds can effectively encourage a child to deepen their storytelling. These prompts act as conversational
catalysts, prompting Gloria to think more broadly, add sensory details, or elaborate on characters and events.

---

The Two Verbal Prompts Carl Used

The two key verbal prompts Carl used to support Gloria's storytelling are:

"What else happened?"1.

"Can you tell me more about that?"2.



These prompts are deceptively simple but highly effective. They serve as supportive sounds that motivate
children to expand their stories beyond the initial ideas, helping them develop richer narratives.

---

Deep Dive into Each Verbal Prompt

1. "What else happened?"

This prompt is a classic example of an open-ended supportive sound designed to encourage children to
continue their story. When Gloria states the main event or describes a scene, Carl uses this prompt to invite
her to add further details or subsequent events.

Purpose and Benefits:

- Encourages Elaboration: It prompts the child to think beyond the current story point, adding new plot
elements.
- Fosters Sequencing Skills: Helps children practice ordering events logically.
- Enhances Creativity: Inspires children to imagine and include unexpected twists or details.

How it works in practice:

- Gloria might say, "The frog jumped into the pond."
- Carl responds, "What else happened?" prompting her to continue, such as, "Then some fishswam by, and
the frog saw a butterfly."

Key Advantages:

- Keeps the storytelling flowing naturally.
- Avoids interrupting the child's narrative with direct questions or corrections.
- Supports the child's confidence by showing interest and encouragement.

---

2. "Can you tell me more about that?"

This supportive sound invites elaboration on a specific part of the story, encouraging the child to explore
details, feelings, or descriptions more deeply.



Purpose and Benefits:

- Deepens Descriptive Language: Encourages the child to add sensory details or emotions.
- Builds Vocabulary: Promotes the use of more precise or expressive words.
- Develops Cognitive Skills: Assists children in analyzing and expanding upon their ideas.

How it works in practice:

- Gloria might mention, "The dragon was big."
- Carl responds, "Can you tell me more about that?" prompting her to describe, for example, "He had shiny
scales and big claws."

Key Advantages:

- Helps children visualize scenes more vividly.
- Supports emotional expression and character development.
- Makes storytelling more engaging and colorful.

---

The Role of Supportive Sounds in Child Development

Supportive sounds like these two prompts are more than just conversational tools; they are integral to a
child's language and cognitive development. Their strategic use can:

- Enhance Narrative Skills: Teaching children how to structure stories with beginning, middle, and end.
- Boost Confidence: Encouraging children to share their ideas without fear of judgment.
- Foster Imagination: Inspiring children to invent new scenarios and details.
- Improve Listening Skills: Requiring children to consider what to add next.

Research indicates that children exposed to supportive prompts tend to develop more complex language
and storytelling abilities over time.

---

Strategies for Using Verbal Prompts Effectively

To maximize the benefits of supportive sounds in storytelling, consider the following strategies:



Use Open-Ended Prompts: Avoid yes/no questions; instead, ask questions that require elaboration,1.
such as "What do you see?" or "How does that make you feel?"

Be Patient and Encouraging: Allow children time to think and respond without rushing them.2.

Mirror and Extend: Repeat or paraphrase what the child says to show understanding and encourage3.
further details.

Model Elaborative Language: Demonstrate how to add details by sharing your own stories or4.
descriptions.

Use Supportive Sounds Naturally: Integrate prompts seamlessly into conversation to make5.
storytelling feel organic and fun.

Applying these strategies helps create a positive storytelling environment where children feel safe,
inspired, and motivated to expand their narratives.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Supportive Sounds in Nurturing
Storytelling Skills

The two verbal prompts Carl used—"What else happened?" and "Can you tell me more about that?"—are
exemplary supportive sounds that significantly influence a child's storytelling development. These prompts
serve as gentle cues that invite children to elaborate, describe, and deepen their stories, fostering creativity,
language skills, and confidence.

By incorporating such supportive sounds into storytelling routines, educators, caregivers, and parents can
nurture children's natural storytelling abilities. These simple yet powerful prompts help transform a basic
narrative into a rich, engaging story, laying the foundation for critical thinking, expressive language, and
imaginative exploration.

Ultimately, understanding and effectively utilizing supportive sounds like these can make a profound
difference in how children develop their communication skills, encouraging them to share their ideas with
clarity and enthusiasm.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are two verbal prompts Carl used to support Gloria in expanding
her story?
Carl used supportive sounds like 'Uh-huh' and 'Tell me more' to encourage Gloria to elaborate further on
her story.

How do supportive sounds like 'Uh-huh' and 'Tell me more' assist
children like Gloria in storytelling?
These verbal prompts validate the child's effort and prompt them to add more details, thereby expanding
their narrative skills.

Why are verbal prompts important in helping children expand their
stories?
Verbal prompts serve as gentle guidance that encourage children to think more deeply and articulate
additional parts of their story.

In the context of supporting Gloria's storytelling, how did Carl's
supportive sounds influence her confidence?
The supportive sounds reassured Gloria and motivated her to continue sharing, enhancing her confidence
and storytelling abilities.

Can you give an example of a supportive sound Carl might have used
during Gloria's storytelling session?
An example would be Carl saying 'Uh-huh' to show understanding and 'Tell me more' to prompt her to
add additional details.

What role do verbal prompts like supportive sounds play in early
childhood language development?
They play a crucial role by encouraging children to practice expressive language, expand their narratives,
and build confidence in communication.



Additional Resources
Verbal Prompts: Unlocking Creativity and Expanding Narratives in Therapeutic Settings

In the realm of speech therapy and developmental support, especially when working with children, the
strategic use of verbal prompts plays a crucial role in fostering language development, storytelling abilities,
and confidence. Among the myriad of techniques employed by therapists and educators, supportive
sounds—specifically, verbal prompts designed to encourage elaboration and creativity—stand out as effective
tools.

In this detailed exploration, we focus on two particular verbal prompts that Carl used to assist Gloria in
expanding her story. These prompts exemplify how subtle yet intentional language cues can significantly
influence a child's narrative skills. By dissecting these prompts, their purpose, and their impact, we can
appreciate their importance as part of an effective therapeutic toolkit.

---

Understanding Verbal Prompts and Supportive Sounds in
Storytelling

Before delving into the specific prompts Carl used, it’s essential to understand what verbal prompts are and
how they operate within storytelling and language development.

What Are Verbal Prompts?

Verbal prompts are spoken cues or questions designed to encourage a person—often a child—to continue,
elaborate, or refine their speech or storytelling. They serve as gentle nudges that help bridge gaps in a
child's narrative, stimulate imagination, and guide them toward richer language use.

For example, if a child says, "I saw a dog," a verbal prompt might be, "What kind of dog was it?" or "What
did the dog do next?" These prompts are carefully crafted to motivate the child to add details, expand their
story, and practice complex language structures.

Supportive Sounds and Their Role

Supportive sounds, in this context, refer to specific verbal prompts or cues that act as scaffolds—support
structures—that help the speaker, in this case, Gloria, to articulate more detailed and cohesive stories. These



sounds are supportive because they do not direct the child exactly what to say but instead invite her to
explore and elaborate her narrative.

---

The Two Verbal Prompts Carl Used to Help Gloria Expand Her
Story

In the scenario involving Carl and Gloria, Carl employed two key verbal prompts that demonstrated a
nuanced understanding of language facilitation. These prompts were carefully chosen to support Gloria's
storytelling process, encouraging her to think creatively and articulate more information.

---

1. "Tell me more about that!"

Purpose and Function:
This prompt serves as an open-ended invitation for the child to add details or continue the story. It is non-
specific, allowing Gloria to determine what "more" entails—be it describing a character, an action, or a
setting. This prompt helps to:

- Foster elaboration
- Encourage descriptive language
- Promote narrative coherence

Why It Works:
"Tell me more about that" taps into the child's natural curiosity and desire to share. It is flexible and non-
pressuring, signaling that her contribution is valued and that she has the power to shape her story further.
This prompt also minimizes the risk of eliciting a yes/no answer, which can halt narrative progression.

In Practice:
Suppose Gloria was describing a scene where she saw a fairy. If she said, "The fairy was pretty," Carl might
respond with, "Tell me more about that!" prompting her to elaborate—perhaps describing what the fairy
looked like, what she was doing, or what made her pretty.

Impact on Gloria:
Over time, this prompt helps Gloria develop her descriptive skills, enhances her vocabulary, and builds
confidence in her storytelling abilities. It also encourages her to think beyond initial ideas, fostering
imaginative expansion.



---

2. "What happened next?"

Purpose and Function:
This prompt directly encourages the child to continue the sequence of events, fostering temporal and causal
coherence within the story. It is particularly useful when a child has established a beginning but has yet to
narrate the subsequent developments.

Why It Works:
" What happened next?" is a targeted, action-oriented prompt that guides the child to think about the
progression of the story. It taps into narrative structure, prompting Gloria to consider cause-and-effect
relationships and sequence.

In Practice:
If Gloria described her story about a superhero saving a city, and she paused after explaining the hero's
arrival, Carl might ask, "What happened next?" prompting her to describe how the superhero solved the
problem, the reactions of other characters, or the outcome of the event.

Impact on Gloria:
Regular use of this prompt helps Gloria understand story structure, improves her sequencing skills, and
boosts her ability to craft complete narratives. It also encourages her to develop a logical flow in her stories,
which is vital for both language development and comprehension.

---

Why These Prompts Are Effective: An Expert Perspective

Both "Tell me more about that" and "What happened next?" are exemplary because they serve specific
functions within the storytelling process while remaining flexible enough to adapt to a child's unique
narrative style.

Key factors that contribute to their effectiveness include:

- Open-endedness: Both prompts invite elaboration without constraining the child's responses.
- Encouragement of Detail: They motivate children to include sensory descriptions, emotions, and actions.
- Promotion of Narrative Structure: They help children understand sequencing and causality within
stories.
- Building Confidence: They signal interest and support, making children more willing to share and
expand their stories.



- Facilitating Language Development: They expose children to richer vocabulary and complex sentence
structures.

These prompts also exemplify responsive and child-centered communication strategies, which are crucial
for effective language intervention.

---

Additional Supportive Sounds and Prompts Used in Story
Expansion

While the two prompts discussed are prominent, other supportive sounds and prompts often employed in
similar contexts include:

- "Can you tell me more about that?"
- "Why do you think that happened?"
- "How did that make you feel?"
- "Who else was there?"
- "What did you see/hear/feel?"

Each serves a specific purpose, from encouraging emotional vocabulary to expanding sensory descriptions.

---

Conclusion: The Power of Simple Prompts in Language
Development

The case of Carl's use of "Tell me more about that" and "What happened next" exemplifies how subtle,
well-chosen verbal prompts can dramatically influence a child's storytelling abilities. These prompts act as
scaffolds, gently guiding children like Gloria to think more deeply, articulate more fully, and develop a
richer narrative structure.

In therapeutic and educational settings, understanding and employing such supportive sounds is vital. They
foster not only language development but also confidence, creativity, and cognitive flexibility. For
practitioners, incorporating these prompts into daily interactions can yield significant improvements in
children’s storytelling skills and overall communication abilities.

Ultimately, the effectiveness of these verbal prompts underscores a fundamental principle: sometimes, the



simplest questions and cues can unlock a child's potential to tell compelling stories, express complex ideas,
and develop vital language skills that serve them throughout life.
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