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Understanding verb patterns is essential for mastering English grammar, especially when
aiming for clear and correct sentence construction. Verb patterns refer to the specific way
in which verbs are used in sentences, particularly how they interact with other words or
phrases, such as objects, infinitives, or gerunds. Recognizing these patterns helps learners
improve their grammatical accuracy and enhances their ability to communicate effectively.
In this article, we will explore what verb patterns are, describe two common types of verb
patterns, and provide illustrative examples for each.

What Are Verb Patterns?

Definition of Verb Patterns

Verb patterns are the structural arrangements that verbs follow within sentences. They
determine how verbs combine with other sentence elements like objects, complements, or
additional verb forms. Essentially, a verb pattern indicates the grammatical structure that a
particular verb requires to complete its meaning correctly.

For example:

- Some verbs are followed directly by a noun or pronoun (object): She reads a book.
- Others require an infinitive form: He wants to leave.

- Some are followed by a gerund: They enjoy playing football.

Understanding these patterns helps in constructing sentences that are grammatically
correct and stylistically appropriate.

Why Are Verb Patterns Important?

Knowing verb patterns is important because:

- It ensures proper sentence structure.

- It helps avoid common grammatical errors.

- It enhances writing clarity and precision.

- It aids in understanding and conveying complex ideas effectively.
- It is crucial for language exams and language proficiency tests.



Two Common Types of Verb Patterns

Among the various verb patterns, two of the most frequently encountered are:

1. Verb + Infinitive Pattern
2. Verb + Gerund Pattern

Let's explore each in detail.

1. Verb + Infinitive Pattern

Definition

This pattern involves a verb that is followed by an infinitive form of another verb, usually
introduced by the word “to.” The structure is:

Verb + to + base form of the verb

This pattern is often used to express purpose, intention, or future action.

Common Verbs Followed by Infinitives

Some verbs frequently followed by infinitives include:
- want

- plan

- decide

- hope

- promise

- would like

- expect

- need

- would love

Examples of Verb + Infinitive Pattern

1. She decided to leave early. (Here, "decided" is followed by "to leave")



2. I hope to visit Paris someday. ("hope" is followed by "to visit")
3. They plan to start a new project. ("plan” is followed by "to start")
4. He promised to help me with my homework. ("promised" is followed by "to help")

5. We would like to see the movie tonight. ("would like" is followed by "to see")

Usage and Function

The infinitive pattern often indicates:

- Purpose: She went to the store to buy some bread.
- Future intention: He plans to travel next year.

- Willingness or desire: They want to learn French.

Additional Points about Verb + Infinitive Pattern

- Some verbs can be followed by either an infinitive or a gerund, but with a change in
meaning. For example:

- Stop to smoke (pause in order to smoke)

- Stop smoking (cease the habit of smoking)

- The infinitive can sometimes be used after adjectives or nouns:

- It is important to study regularly.
- He has the ability to solve complex problems.

2. Verb + Gerund Pattern

Definition
This pattern involves a verb that is followed by a gerund, which is the -ing form of a verb.
The structure is:

Verb + verb-ing

Gerunds function as nouns and are used after certain verbs to express actions or activities.



Common Verbs Followed by Gerunds

Some frequently used verbs followed by gerunds include:
- enjoy

- avoid

- consider
- suggest
- mind

- admit

- deny

- keep

- postpone
- imagine

Examples of Verb + Gerund Pattern

1. She enjoys reading books. ("enjoys" + "reading")

2. He admitted breaking the window. ("admitted" + "breaking")
3. They suggested going for a walk. ("suggested" + "going")

4. 1 avoid eating junk food. ("avoid" + "eating")

5. We keep practicing to improve our skills. ("keep" + "practicing")

Usage and Function

The gerund pattern is often used to:

- Describe habitual actions or activities: She spends hours studying every day.
- Express preferences or dislikes: | dislike waiting in long lines.

- After certain verbs that imply enjoyment, avoidance, or suggestion.

Additional Points about Verb + Gerund Pattern

- Some verbs are exclusively followed by gerunds, and using the infinitive can be incorrect:
- Enjoy - She enjoys swimming. (correct)
- Want - She wants to swim. (also correct, but "want" is more often followed by infinitive)

- Certain verbs can be followed by both gerunds and infinitives, but with different
meanings:
- She stopped smoking. (ceased the habit)



- She stopped to smoke. (paused to smoke)

Comparison Between Verb + Infinitive and Verb +
Gerund

Understanding the difference between these two patterns is crucial because using the
wrong pattern can lead to grammatical errors. Here's a quick comparison:

| Pattern | Example | Meaning/Usage | Verbs Commonly Used |

| Verb + Infinitive | She decided to go. | Future plans, intentions, purpose | decide, hope,
plan, want, promise |

| Verb + Gerund | She enjoys reading. | Activities or general truths | enjoy, avoid, consider,
suggest |

Tips for Mastering Verb Patterns

To effectively learn and apply verb patterns, consider the following tips:
1. Learn verbs with their fixed patterns: Memorize which verbs are followed by
infinitives and which by gerunds.

2. Use context clues: Pay attention to the meaning of sentences to select the correct
pattern.

3. Practice with exercises: Engage in grammar exercises that focus on verb patterns.

4. Read extensively: Exposure to well-written texts helps internalize correct patterns
naturally.

5. Consult grammar references: Use trusted grammar books or online resources for
clarification.



Conclusion

Understanding what verb patterns are and how they function is a fundamental aspect of
mastering English grammar. The two common patterns—verb + infinitive and verb +
gerund—serve different purposes and are used with specific verbs. Recognizing these
patterns through examples and practice helps learners construct grammatically correct
sentences, express intentions, preferences, and activities accurately. Continual practice
and exposure to varied sentence structures will improve proficiency and confidence in using
these patterns effectively.

Mastering verb patterns not only enhances grammatical accuracy but also enriches your
overall communication skills, making your speech and writing more precise and expressive.
So, pay attention to these patterns, memorize common verb combinations, and practice
regularly to become more fluent and accurate in your English language use.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by verb patterns in English grammar?

Verb patterns refer to the specific structures and arrangements of verbs in a sentence,
including how they are combined with other words or phrases, such as infinitives, gerunds,
or objects, to convey different meanings and grammatical correctness.

Why are verb patterns important in English language
learning?

Verb patterns are important because they help learners understand the correct form and
structure of sentences, ensuring proper communication and avoiding grammatical errors
when using different verbs with various complements.

Can you describe two common verb patterns with
examples?

Yes, two common verb patterns are: 1) Verb + infinitive (e.g., 'She wants to learn') and 2)
Verb + gerund (e.qg., 'He enjoys reading').

What is the 'Verb + Infinitive' pattern? Provide an
example.

The 'Verb + Infinitive' pattern involves a main verb followed by the base form of another
verb, usually introduced by 'to'. For example, 'They decided to leave early.'

What is the 'Verb + Gerund' pattern? Provide an



example.

The 'Verb + Gerund' pattern involves a verb followed by a verb ending in '-ing'. For
example, 'She likes swimming in the morning.'

Are there verbs that can take both infinitive and gerund
forms? Give an example.

Yes, some verbs can take both forms with slight differences in meaning. For example, 'l
stopped smoking' (ceased smoking) versus 'l stopped to smoke' (paused to smoke).

How can understanding verb patterns improve writing
skills?

Understanding verb patterns helps in constructing grammatically correct sentences,
choosing the right verb forms, and conveying precise meanings, thereby enhancing clarity
and professionalism in writing.

What are some common errors related to verb patterns
that learners should avoid?

Common errors include using the wrong verb form after a certain verb (e.g., saying 'want
playing' instead of 'want to play') or mixing gerunds and infinitives improperly, which can
lead to grammatical mistakes.

Where can | find more examples and practice exercises
on verb patterns?

You can find more examples and exercises in English grammar textbooks, online language
learning platforms, and dedicated grammar websites that offer practice on verb patterns
and sentence construction.

Additional Resources

What Do You Mean By Verb Patterns? Describe Any Two Verb Patterns Giving Examples Of
Each

Language is a complex yet fascinating system that enables us to communicate our
thoughts, feelings, and ideas effectively. One of the fundamental aspects of English
grammar that plays a crucial role in constructing meaningful sentences is verb patterns.
But what exactly are verb patterns? How do they influence sentence structure? And why
are they important to understand for anyone aiming to master English? In this article, we
will delve into the concept of verb patterns, explore two common types with illustrative
examples, and highlight their significance in both written and spoken English.



Understanding Verb Patterns: An Introduction

At its core, a verb pattern refers to the specific structure or sequence of words that follow a
verb in a sentence. Different verbs require different types of complements—such as a direct
object, an infinitive, a gerund, or a prepositional phrase—to complete their meaning.
Recognizing these patterns helps in constructing grammatically correct sentences and
enhances clarity in communication.

In essence, verb patterns dictate how a verb interacts with other parts of a sentence. They
indicate whether the verb is followed by a noun, a pronoun, an infinitive, a gerund, or a
combination of these. For example, the verb "enjoy" is usually followed by a gerund ("enjoy
playing"), whereas "want" is followed by an infinitive ("want to play"). Understanding these
patterns is vital for both language learners and proficient speakers aiming for precision.

The Significance of Verb Patterns in English Grammar
Why is understanding verb patterns so important? Here are some key reasons:

- Grammatical Accuracy: Correct usage of verb patterns ensures sentences are
grammatically sound.

- Clarity and Precision: Selecting the appropriate pattern conveys the intended meaning
clearly.

- Enhanced Writing Skills: Mastery over verb patterns contributes to more sophisticated and
varied sentence construction.

- Effective Communication: Proper verb patterns help avoid ambiguity and
misunderstandings.

Now, let’s explore two commonly encountered verb patterns in English, with detailed
explanations and examples.

1. Verb Pattern with a Bare Infinitive (Verb + to + Base Form)
Definition and Explanation

Some verbs are followed by the bare infinitive (the base form of the verb, often preceded
by "to") without any additional particles or objects. This pattern is prevalent with certain
verbs that express desires, preferences, or intentions. When these verbs are used, they are
immediately followed by the infinitive form of another verb.

Common verbs that follow this pattern include:

- Want

- Decide
- Hope

- Expect
- Plan

- Agree



Structure:
Verb + to + base verb

Examples of Usage

- She wants to learn Spanish.
("wants" + to + learn)

- They decided to postpone the meeting.
("decided" + to + postpone)

- He hopes to find a new job soon.
("hopes" + to + find)

- We plan to visit Paris next summer.
("plan” + to + visit)

- | agree to assist you with the project.
("agree" + to + assist)

Significance and Notes

- Consistency: This pattern is quite consistent across various verbs, making it easier for
learners to remember.

- Verb meaning: The choice of verb influences the meaning of the sentence. For example,
"decide" implies a firm resolution, while "hope" indicates a desire or expectation.

- Avoiding mistakes: A common error is omitting the "to" (e.g., saying "She wants learn"
instead of "She wants to learn"). Recognizing this pattern helps prevent such mistakes.

2. Verb Pattern with a Gerund (Verb + -ing form)
Definition and Explanation

Certain verbs are followed by a gerund (the -ing form of a verb). These verbs often relate to
preferences, emotions, or activities. Using a gerund after these verbs makes the sentence
grammatically correct and naturally flowing.

Common verbs that follow this pattern include:

- Enjoy

- Avoid

- Consider
- Mind

- Suggest
- Keep

- Admit

Structure:
Verb + verb(-ing)



Examples of Usage

- She enjoys reading novels in her free time.
("enjoys" + reading)

- He avoids eating junk food.
("avoids" + eating)

- They considered changing the schedule.
("considered" + changing)

- Do you mind opening the window?
("mind" + opening)

- | suggest taking a different route.
("suggest" + taking)

- She keeps talking during the meeting.
("keeps" + talking)

- He admitted stealing the cookies.
("admitted" + stealing)

Significance and Notes

- Expressing preferences and habits: Gerunds are often used to talk about habitual actions
or preferences.

- Verb meanings: The choice between infinitive and gerund can sometimes alter the nuance
of the sentence. For example, "stop to do" versus "stop doing" have different meanings.

- Common pitfalls: Learners often confuse when to use a gerund versus an infinitive after
certain verbs. For instance, "She likes to swim" versus "She likes swimming" are both
correct, but some verbs prefer one pattern over the other.

Comparing the Two Patterns: A Quick Summary

| Aspect | Verb + to + Base Verb | Verb + -ing Form |

R oo |

| Use with | Verbs indicating desire, intention, or decision | Verbs indicating enjoyment,
preference, or ongoing actions |

| Examples | Want, decide, hope, plan, agree | Enjoy, avoid, consider, suggest, admit |

| Sentence Structure | She wants to go abroad. | She enjoys singing. |

| Sometimes interchangeable | Yes, e.q., like doing / like to do | But subtle differences may
exist in meaning or emphasis |

Practical Tips for Mastery

- Memorize common verb patterns: Many verbs have fixed patterns; learning these through



lists or practice helps avoid errors.

- Practice with sentences: Construct your own sentences using different verbs and observe

the patterns.

- Consult grammar resources: Use reputable grammar books or online references for tricky

verbs.

- Watch for exceptions: Some verbs can be followed by both patterns with slight differences
in meaning (e.g., "l like to swim" vs. "l like swimming").

Why Understanding Verb Patterns Matters

Mastering verb patterns is not merely an academic exercise; it’'s essential for effective
communication. Whether writing an academic paper, engaging in business conversations,
or simply narrating a story, the correct use of verb patterns ensures your sentences are
clear, precise, and grammatically correct.

Furthermore, a good grasp of these patterns enhances your ability to understand native
speakers, who often use varied structures naturally. It also boosts your confidence in
speaking and writing, enabling you to express yourself more fluently and accurately.

Conclusion

In summary, verb patterns are the grammatical structures that dictate how verbs interact
with other parts of a sentence. Recognizing and correctly using these patterns—such as
verb + to + infinitive and verb + gerund—are fundamental steps toward mastering English
grammar. By understanding which verbs are followed by a to-infinitive and which by a
gerund, learners can avoid common mistakes and craft sentences that are both correct and
expressive.

Remember, language learning is a gradual process, and regular practice is key. Embrace

the nuances of verb patterns, and over time, they will become an intuitive part of your
English language skills, empowering you to communicate more effectively and confidently.
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