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The novella Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson explores complex
themes of duality, morality, and human nature. Among the many relationships depicted in the story,
the interactions between Mr. Utterson and Miss Guest stand out as a subtle yet significant element
that offers insight into the characters and the narrative's underlying themes. This article aims to
analyze the impression we get of their relationship within the context of Jekyll and Hyde,
considering how their interactions reflect broader themes of trust, professionalism, and social
propriety.

Understanding the Characters: Mr. Utterson and Miss
Guest

Before delving into their relationship, it is essential to understand who these characters are and
their roles within the story.

Mr. Utterson

- A reputable lawyer and a man of integrity.

- Known for his rationality, loyalty, and sense of morality.

- Acts as the story’s moral compass and a confidant to Jekyll.
- Values friendship, discretion, and social reputation.

Miss Guest

- A professional handwriting expert and calligrapher.

- Portrayed as intelligent, observant, and competent.

- Serves as a secondary character who provides insights into handwriting, which is crucial for
uncovering Jekyll’s secret.

These characters, though not directly involved in the central supernatural or psychological conflicts,
serve as important narrative devices that deepen the story’s exploration of human nature and
societal values.



The Nature of Utterson and Miss Guest’s Relationship

The relationship between Mr. Utterson and Miss Guest is primarily professional, rooted in mutual
respect and trust. It is characterized by a formal tone and courteous interactions, typical of Victorian
social decorum.

Professional Collaboration

- Utterson seeks Miss Guest’s expertise to analyze handwriting samples related to Jekyll’s
correspondence.

- Their interaction is based on a shared goal: uncovering the truth while maintaining discretion.
- The professionalism highlights the Victorian emphasis on reputation and the importance of
trustworthiness in social and legal dealings.

Mutual Respect and Discretion

- Utterson demonstrates confidence in Miss Guest’s abilities, valuing her professional opinion.

- Miss Guest responds with courteous attention and careful analysis, indicating a relationship built
on mutual respect.

- Their exchanges are devoid of personal intimacy but are marked by a sense of seriousness and
purpose.

Impressions of Their Relationship in the Context of the
Novel’s Themes

Analyzing their interactions reveals several impressions and themes relevant to the broader
narrative.

Trust and Reliability

- Utterson’s reliance on Miss Guest’s expertise exemplifies his trust in professionals to aid in
unraveling mysteries.

- This trust underscores Victorian values of professionalism and the importance of expert opinion in
moral and legal matters.

- Miss Guest’s precise and diligent work reflects her reliability, reinforcing the theme of
meticulousness and truth-seeking.

Social and Professional Boundaries

- The interactions are formal, illustrating Victorian social norms.

- Despite the seriousness of their work, there is no indication of personal familiarity or emotional
closeness.

- This maintains the veneer of social propriety, contrasting with the hidden darkness of Jekyll’s



secret.

Reflection of Victorian Society

- Their relationship exemplifies the Victorian ideal of professionalism—respectful, discreet, and
based on societal roles.

- It also highlights the period’s emphasis on appearances and reputation, which are central to the
narrative’s tension.

How Their Relationship Contributes to the Narrative

Although Utterson and Miss Guest do not directly influence the plot, their relationship enriches the
story in several ways.

Advancing the Investigation

- Miss Guest’s handwriting analysis is instrumental in revealing Jekyll’s secret correspondence.
- Her work acts as a catalyst for the story’s climax, providing critical evidence.

Reinforcing Themes of Secrecy and Deception

- Their professional interaction underscores the theme of hidden truths behind social facades.
- The formality of their relationship mirrors the societal tendency to conceal personal darkness.

Highlighting the Victorian Moral Landscape

- Their respectful, professional dynamic embodies Victorian values of morality, duty, and discretion.
- The contrast between their decorum and Jekyll’s secret duality emphasizes the tension between
appearance and reality.

Conclusion: The Significance of Their Relationship in
Jekyll and Hyde

The relationship between Mr. Utterson and Miss Guest provides a subtle but meaningful window
into Victorian societal norms and the novella’s exploration of human duality. Their interactions
reflect the values of professionalism, trust, and social propriety that underpin the story’s setting.
While their relationship is primarily professional and formal, it signifies the importance placed on
credibility and discretion in Victorian society.

Through their exchange, Stevenson illustrates how societal expectations can mask underlying
truths—a central theme in Jekyll and Hyde. The mutual respect and trust between Utterson and Miss
Guest serve to highlight the importance of integrity and the pursuit of truth, even amidst deception



and hidden darkness. Their relationship, though understated, reinforces the novella’s moral
complexities and the struggle between outward appearance and inner reality.

In conclusion, the impression we get of the relationship between Utterson and Miss Guest is one of
professionalism, mutual respect, and societal adherence. Their interactions deepen our
understanding of Victorian values and enhance the themes of secrecy, morality, and the duality of
human nature that are central to Jekyll and Hyde.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the initial impression of Utterson's relationship with
Miss Guest in 'Jekyll and Hyde'?

Initially, Utterson appears to have a formal and respectful relationship with Miss Guest, viewing her
as a trusted confidante and someone whose opinions he values, especially regarding Jekyll's affairs.

How does Miss Guest's attitude towards Utterson reflect their
relationship in the novel?

Miss Guest shows familiarity and warmth towards Utterson, indicating a close and trusting
relationship, as she openly shares her insights and opinions about Jekyll and his mysterious
behaviors.

What role does Miss Guest play in revealing Utterson's
character?

Miss Guest's interactions with Utterson highlight his reserved, cautious nature and his dedication to
understanding Jekyll's secretive life, emphasizing his loyalty and concern for his friend.

Does the relationship between Utterson and Miss Guest
suggest a romantic connection?

There is no clear evidence of a romantic relationship; their interactions suggest a close friendship
based on mutual respect and professional concern rather than romantic involvement.

How does Miss Guest’s perception of Jekyll influence
Utterson’s understanding of the situation?

Miss Guest’s observations about Jekyll’s behavior and her suspicions provide Utterson with valuable
clues, deepening his understanding of Jekyll’s troubled state and the mysterious events surrounding
him.

In what ways does the relationship between Utterson and Miss



Guest highlight themes of trust and friendship?

Their relationship showcases themes of trust and friendship through open communication, mutual
concern, and the sharing of confidential insights about Jekyll and Hyde.

What does the interaction between Utterson and Miss Guest
reveal about Victorian social norms?

Their interaction reflects Victorian norms of politeness, discretion, and formality in social
relationships, especially among gentlemen and women of their social standing.

How does Miss Guest's involvement impact the narrative of
'Jekyll and Hyde'?

Miss Guest’s observations and her discussions with Utterson help to build suspense and offer critical
insights into Jekyll’s character and the mystery of Hyde, thereby advancing the plot.

Is the relationship between Utterson and Miss Guest depicted
as significant to the novel’s themes?

Yes, their relationship underscores themes of loyalty, trust, and the importance of friendship in
uncovering truth, which are central to the novel’s exploration of morality and duality.

What impression do we get of Utterson and Miss Guest's
relationship in terms of emotional intimacy?

The relationship appears to be characterized by mutual respect and concern rather than overt
emotional intimacy, reflecting the restrained and formal nature of Victorian social interactions.

Additional Resources

Analysis of the Relationship Between Utterson and Miss Guest in Jekyll and Hyde: An Expert
Perspective

Introduction

In Robert Louis Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, the characters’ interactions
paint a complex picture of Victorian social relationships, morality, and personal integrity. Among
these interactions, the relationship between Mr. Utterson, the lawyer and moral compass of the
story, and Miss Guest, the discerning handwriting analyst, stands out as a subtle yet revealing
aspect of the novel's fabric. This article aims to explore the nuances, implications, and underlying
themes of their association, providing an in-depth analysis of what this relationship signifies within
the broader narrative.



Who Are Utterson and Miss Guest?
Before delving into their relational dynamics, it is essential to understand these characters
individually:

- Mr. Utterson: A respectable lawyer and a man of integrity, Utterson epitomizes Victorian morality.
His loyalty, rationality, and concern for his friends—particularly Dr. Jekyll—are central to his
character. He is cautious, reserved, and deeply committed to upholding social and moral order.

- Miss Sarah Guest: A professional handwriting analyst, Miss Guest is introduced as an intelligent
and perceptive woman. Her role may seem minor at first glance, but her expertise in deciphering
handwriting offers significant insight into her character and her relationship with Utterson.

The Context of Their Relationship

The novel's narrative primarily revolves around Dr. Jekyll’s secret and Utterson’s efforts to
understand and protect him. Miss Guest's role emerges during the investigation of the mysterious
handwriting on Jekyll’s will, which Utterson seeks her expertise on. This context is crucial for
understanding their interaction: it is professional, analytical, and driven by Utterson’s concern for
his friend's safety.

Examining the Nature of Their Relationship

1. Professional Collaboration

Most notably, the relationship between Utterson and Miss Guest is rooted in a shared professional
interest. Utterson, seeking clarity about the strange handwriting on Jekyll’s will, approaches Miss
Guest for her expertise. This interaction is characterized by:

- Respect and Trust: Utterson values Miss Guest'’s skills highly, implying a professional rapport
based on mutual respect.

- Purpose-Driven Interaction: Their conversations are task-oriented, focusing on deciphering
handwriting, with no evidence of personal or emotional entanglements.

- Equality in Expertise: Utterson, despite his social standing, acknowledges Miss Guest’s specialized
knowledge, emphasizing a relationship based on intellectual respect rather than social hierarchy.

2. Implications of Professional Relationship

The professional nature of their interaction reflects broader Victorian values of rationality, evidence-
based judgment, and the importance of specialized knowledge. It underscores Utterson’s own
reliance on logic and reason, especially in a case fraught with mystery and moral ambiguity.

Deeper Symbolic and Thematic Significance



1. Representation of Rationality and Objectivity

Miss Guest embodies the scientific, objective approach to understanding human nature—an
important counterpoint to the more emotional or moralistic perspectives of other characters. Her
involvement signifies the importance of empirical evidence in uncovering truth, aligning with
Victorian ideals of progress and rationality.

2. Contrast with Other Female Characters

Unlike characters such as Poole or the maid, who are more emotionally invested or reactive, Miss
Guest’s detached, analytical stance highlights a scientific approach to morality and identity. Her
professional detachment suggests that truth and understanding require careful, methodical analysis.

3. Reflection of Victorian Gender Roles

Her role as a handwriting expert also reflects the limited but specialized space women could occupy
in Victorian society—though her expertise is significant, she remains in the background, supporting
the male protagonist’s quest for truth rather than taking center stage.

What Do We Conclude About Their Relationship?

1. Respectful and Professional

The interaction between Utterson and Miss Guest is characterized by mutual respect. Utterson
approaches her with confidence in her abilities, and she responds professionally, indicating a
relationship grounded in competence rather than emotion.

2. Lack of Personal Connection

There is no evidence of friendship, romance, or personal affection. Their exchanges serve the
narrative function of advancing the plot, especially in decoding the mystery surrounding Jekyll’'s will
and handwriting.

3. Function as a Narrative Device
Their relationship acts as a device to introduce scientific and forensic elements into the story,
emphasizing themes of rational inquiry versus the chaos of Hyde’s evil.

What Does This Relationship Tell Us About Victorian
Society?

- Emphasis on Rationalism: The reliance on Miss Guest’s handwriting analysis highlights Victorian
society's faith in science and evidence-based investigation.

- Professional Over Personal: The interaction underscores the Victorian ideal that professional
relationships should be based on competence and objectivity, not personal emotion.

- Gender Dynamics: The role of Miss Guest underscores that women in Victorian times could hold
valuable specialized roles, though often within a limited sphere.



Conclusion: The Significance of the Utterson-Miss
Guest Relationship in Jekyll and Hyde

The relationship between Utterson and Miss Guest,
while minor in terms of narrative focus, is rich with
symbolic and thematic weight. It exemplifies the
Victorian values of rationality, professionalism, and
scientific inquiry—elements that are juxtaposed against
the chaos and moral ambiguity introduced by Hyde.
Their interaction underscores the importance of
evidence and objectivity in the pursuit of truth,
reinforcing Utterson’s role as a moral and rational
anchor in the story.

This professional collaboration also subtly reflects the
gender dynamics and societal norms of Victorian
England, where women like Miss Guest contributed
valuable expertise but remained within a defined, often
behind-the-scenes role. Ultimately, their relationship
helps to reinforce the novel’s exploration of
duality—between reason and passion, science and
superstition, morality and depravity—and reminds
readers that understanding human nature requires
both scientific insight and moral integrity.



Final Thoughts

In sum, the relationship between Utterson and Miss
Guest is a carefully crafted narrative element that
encapsulates key themes of Jekyll and Hyde. It
exemplifies Victorian values, underscores the
importance of empirical evidence, and highlights the
collaborative effort needed to uncover truth amid moral
ambiguity. Their interaction, though understated,
enriches the novel’s commentary on the complexities of
human identity and the societal mechanisms designed
to confront it.
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