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Understanding the correct usage of verbs in English sentences is essential
for clear communication and grammatical accuracy. When constructing sentences
involving a farmer growing crops and selling them, many learners and even
native speakers often encounter confusion regarding whether to use "sell" or
"sells." This article aims to clarify this common grammatical dilemma,
explaining the correct form based on subject-verb agreement rules, and
providing examples to help you use "sell" or "sells" correctly in different
contexts.

---

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement in English

Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of English grammar. It
stipulates that the verb must agree in number with its subject. In simple
terms:

- Singular subjects take singular verbs.
- Plural subjects take plural verbs.

Examples:

- The dog barks loudly. (singular subject "dog" with singular verb "barks")
- The dogs bark loudly. (plural subject "dogs" with plural verb "bark")

When dealing with third-person singular subjects (he, she, it, or singular
nouns), the verb typically ends with an "-s" or "-es" in the present tense.

---

Analyzing the Sentence: "The Farmer Grows Crops
And Sell/Sells"

Let’s examine the sentence:
"The farmer grows crops and sell or sells."



This sentence contains a compound verb phrase linked by "and." The question
is whether to use "sell" or "sells" for the second verb.

Key points:

- The subject is "The farmer" (singular).
- The verb "grows" is correctly conjugated for the singular subject.
- The verb following "and" should agree with the subject; since the subject
remains singular, the verb should also be singular.

---

Determining the Correct Verb Form: "Sell" or
"Sells"?

Rule:
When two actions are performed by the same singular subject connected by
"and," the verb in the second clause generally should be in the base form
(without "-s") if the subjects are considered as a singular entity performing
multiple actions.

Examples:

- The farmer grows crops and sells them.
(Correct: "sells" because the subject is singular, and the second verb refers
to the same subject performing an additional action)

- The farmer grows crops and sell them.
(Incorrect: "sell" is incorrect here because the subject is singular, and the
verb must agree)

Therefore, the correct sentence is:
"The farmer grows crops and sells them."

---

Why Not Use "Sell" Instead of "Sells"?

In English, when the subject is singular, the base form "sell" is only used
in the present tense when paired with I, you, we, they. For third-person
singular subjects, the verb must take an "-s" or "-es" ending.

Summary:

| Subject | Correct Verb Form | Example |
|--------------------|-------------------|---------------------------------|



| He / She / It / The farmer | Sells | The farmer sells vegetables. |
| I / You / We / They | Sell | They sell crops every season. |

---

Examples of Correct Usage in Sentences

1. Singular subject with multiple actions:

- The farmer grows crops and sells them at the market.

2. Plural subjects:

- The farmers grow crops and sell them at the market.

3. Question form:

- Does the farmer sell vegetables?
(Here, with "does," the base form "sell" follows the auxiliary verb)

4. Negative form:

- The farmer does not sell crops in winter.
- The farmers do not sell their produce online.

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Using "sell" with a singular subject:

- Incorrect: The farmer sell crops.
- Correct: The farmer sells crops.

- Using "sells" with plural subjects:

- Incorrect: The farmers sells crops.
- Correct: The farmers sell crops.

- Confusing the subject with the verb:

- Incorrect: The farmer and his helpers sells vegetables.
- Correct: The farmer and his helpers sell vegetables. (because the compound
subject "farmer and helpers" is plural)

---



Special Cases and Variations

Using "and" with multiple subjects

When "and" joins two or more singular nouns or pronouns, the subject is
plural, and the verb should be plural.

Example:

- The farmer and the vendor sell crops.

Using "or" or "nor"

When subjects are connected by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the
subject closer to the verb.

Example:

- The farmer or his helpers sell crops.
- The helpers or the farmer sells crops.

---

Summary and Key Takeaways

- The phrase "The farmer grows crops and sells" is correct because "sells"
agrees with the singular subject "The farmer."
- Use "sells" when the subject is third-person singular.
- Use "sell" with plural subjects or with "I," "you," "we," "they."
- When combining multiple actions for a singular subject with "and," the
second verb generally remains in the base form unless the subject is plural
or a compound subject.

---

Conclusion

Choosing between "sell" and "sells" depends on understanding subject-verb
agreement rules in English grammar. For a sentence like "The farmer grows
crops and sells them," the correct form is "sells" because the subject "The
farmer" is singular. Remember, in the present tense, third-person singular
subjects require verbs ending with "-s" or "-es." Properly applying these
rules ensures clear, grammatically correct sentences, essential for effective
communication, whether in writing or speech.



---

FAQs

Q1: Is it correct to say "The farmer grow crops and sell"?
A: No. The correct form is "The farmer grows crops and sells."

Q2: Can I say "The farmer grows crops and sell them"?
A: No. Since "The farmer" is singular, the second verb should be "sells."
Correct: "The farmer grows crops and sells them."

Q3: What about "The farmers grow crops and sell"?
A: Correct. Since "The farmers" is plural, the verb "sell" does not take "-
s."

Q4: Does the verb change if I use "he" instead of "the farmer"?
A: Yes. "He grows" and "he sells" are correct.

---

By mastering subject-verb agreement and understanding when to use "sell"
versus "sells," you can craft grammatically correct sentences that accurately
convey your message.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is it correct to say 'The farmer grows crops and
sell' or 'sells'?
It should be 'The farmer grows crops and sells' because 'he' is singular, so
the verb 'sell' needs to be in its third-person singular form 'sells'.

Why do we use 'sells' instead of 'sell' in this
sentence?
Because the subject 'The farmer' is singular, the verb must agree in number
and take the third-person singular form 'sells'.

Can I say 'The farmer grows crops and sell' in a
sentence?
No, that is incorrect. The correct form is 'The farmer grows crops and sells'
because of subject-verb agreement.



What is the rule for using 'sell' versus 'sells' in
sentences?
Use 'sells' when the subject is singular (he, she, it, the farmer), and
'sell' when the subject is plural (they, farmers) or with 'I' or 'you'.

Is it grammatically correct to say 'The farmer grows
crops and sell' in formal English?
No, it is not correct. The correct phrase is 'The farmer grows crops and
sells'.

How can I remember when to add 's' to verbs in
English?
In the present simple tense, add 's' or 'es' to the base verb when the
subject is third person singular (he, she, it, the farmer).
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Understanding the nuances of English grammar can often be confusing,
especially when it comes to verb forms and their agreement with subjects. A
common question that arises among learners and even native speakers is:
Should we say "The farmer grows crops and sell" or "sells"? This article aims
to clarify this grammatical dilemma by exploring subject-verb agreement rules
in English, analyzing examples, and providing guidance on correct usage in
similar constructions.

---

Introduction: The Importance of Correct
Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of English grammar, ensuring
that sentences are both grammatically correct and easily understandable. When
constructing sentences involving multiple actions or subjects, it becomes
crucial to match the verb form appropriately to the subject. Misuse can lead
to confusion or a perception of grammatical errors, especially in formal
writing.

In the phrase under scrutiny—"The farmer grows crops and sell/sells"—the
central issue is whether to use "sell" or "sells." The answer depends on



understanding how compound subjects and coordinated verbs function, as well
as the rules governing singular and plural forms.

---

Analyzing the Sentence Structure

Let's first examine the basic structure of the sentence:

- Subject: "The farmer"
- Actions: "grows crops" and "sell" or "sells"

The core question is: How should the verb be conjugated when a singular
subject ("The farmer") performs multiple actions?

Key points to consider:

- The subject "The farmer" is singular.
- The actions are linked by the coordinating conjunction "and."
- The verb forms must agree with the subject in number.

---

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement Rules

English grammar rules for subject-verb agreement are straightforward but can
become complex with compound subjects and multiple verbs. Here are the
fundamental principles relevant to this case:

1. Singular Subjects Take Singular Verbs

When the subject is singular, the verb must be in its singular form:

- The farmer grows crops.

2. Plural Subjects Take Plural Verbs

When the subject is plural, the verb should be in its plural form:

- The farmers grow crops.

3. Compound Subjects Joined by "And" Usually Take a Plural Verb

When two singular subjects are joined by "and," the resulting compound
subject is plural:



- The farmer and his assistant grow crops. (plural verb: "grow")

Exception: If the compound subject refers to a single entity or idea, it may
be treated as singular (e.g., Bread and butter is on the table).

4. Verbs in Compound Sentences with Multiple Actions

When a single subject performs multiple actions, the typical structure is:

- The farmer grows crops and sells them.

Notice that the verb "sells" is used, not "sell," because the subject ("The
farmer") is singular, and the verb must agree.

Important: When the same subject performs multiple actions, the verb form
depends on the number of the subject, not the number of actions.

---

Applying Rules to the Sentence: "The Farmer
Grows Crops and Sells"

Based on the above rules, let's analyze how to correctly construct the
sentence:

Correct Version

- "The farmer grows crops and sells."

or, more precisely,

- "The farmer grows crops and sells them."

Here, "sells" is the correct verb form because:

- The subject "The farmer" is singular.
- The actions are coordinated with "and."
- The verb "sells" agrees with the singular subject.

Why Not "Sell"?

Using "sell" (the base form) would be incorrect unless it's part of an
imperative or a modal construction, which isn't the case here. For example:

- Incorrect: The farmer grows crops and sell. (This is grammatically wrong)
- Correct: The farmer grows crops and sells.

---



Common Mistakes and Clarifications

Understanding common pitfalls can help reinforce correct usage.

Mistake 1: Using the base form "sell" with a singular subject

Incorrect: The farmer grows crops and sell.

Why it's wrong: The verb "sell" is in the base form and does not agree with
the singular subject.

Mistake 2: Using "sells" with a plural subject

Incorrect: The farmers grows crops and sells.

Why it's wrong: The subject "farmers" is plural, so the verb should be "grow"
and "sell."

Mistake 3: Omitting the auxiliary verb or incorrect conjugation in complex
sentences

Incorrect: The farmer grows crops and selling.

Correction: The farmer grows crops and sells.

---

Additional Examples and Variations

To deepen understanding, here are several correct and incorrect examples
demonstrating subject-verb agreement:

| Example | Explanation | Correct? |
|--------------|-----------------|--------------|
| The teacher teaches and grades papers. | Singular subject performing two
actions | Yes |
| The teachers teaches and grades papers. | Plural subject with incorrect
verb | No |
| The dog barks and runs outside. | Singular subject with two actions | Yes |
| The dogs barks and runs outside. | Plural subject, incorrect verb | No |
| The engineer designs and tests new systems. | Singular subject, correct
verb | Yes |
| The engineer design and tests. | Missing "s" in "design" for singular | No
|

---



Special Cases and Considerations

While the above rules cover most scenarios, some special cases require
attention:

1. Subjects with "and" but referring to a single entity

When two or more nouns are joined by "and" but refer to a single entity or
idea, treat the subject as singular:

- Mac and cheese is my favorite dish. (treats "Mac and cheese" as a singular
concept)

2. Subjects with "or" or "nor"

When subjects are joined by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the closest
subject:

- The farmer or the gardener sells crops. (singular verb: "sells")
- The farmer or the gardeners sell crops. (plural verb: "sell")

3. Collective nouns

Words like "team," "company," or "class" are singular:

- The team wins every match. (singular verb: "wins")
- The team members sell crops. (plural verb "sell" because "members" is
plural)

---

Summary: What's the Correct Form?

Given all the rules and examples, the correct way to express the sentence
about the farmer is:

- "The farmer grows crops and sells."

or, if you wish to specify what is sold:

- "The farmer grows crops and sells them."

Key Takeaway: When a singular subject performs multiple actions connected by
"and," the verb in each clause should be in its singular form, unless the
subject is plural or the construction dictates otherwise.

---



Final Thoughts: Why This Matters

Grasping the correct usage of "sell" versus "sells" in such sentences isn't
merely an academic exercise. Proper subject-verb agreement ensures clarity,
professionalism, and credibility in both written and spoken communication.
Whether you're drafting a report, composing a story, or simply trying to
speak correctly, understanding these grammatical nuances makes your language
precise and effective.

In summary, for the sentence involving "The farmer," the correct form is:

- The farmer grows crops and sells. (or "sells them" for clarity)

Avoid mixing forms like "sell" with a singular subject in the present tense,
as this leads to grammatical errors. Remember, consistency is key in
maintaining grammatical correctness.

---

In conclusion, the correct English phrase is "The farmer grows crops and
sells"—using "sells" because the subject "The farmer" is singular, and the
verb must agree accordingly. Mastery of these rules is essential for clear,
correct, and professional communication in English.
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