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When exploring the history of U.S. passports, one intriguing aspect is their
initial appearance and design. Many travelers and history enthusiasts wonder
about the original look of these vital documents, particularly their color.
Specifically, the question often arises: What was the original color of the
first U.S. passports when they were issued in 19267 To understand this, it’s
essential to delve into the historical context, design evolution, and the
significance behind the passport colors over the years.

Historical Background of U.S. Passports in the
1920s

The Evolution of U.S. Passports Pre-1926

Before 1926, U.S. passports had already been in circulation for over a
century, with various designs and formats reflecting the diplomatic and
political climate of different eras. The early passports of the 19th and
early 20th centuries were often simple, handwritten documents issued
primarily for international travel by government authority.

During this period, passports were considered a privilege rather than a
right, and their appearance was largely dictated by administrative needs and
security considerations. As the number of international travelers increased,
standardization became more important.

The Significance of 1926: A Year of Standardization

The year 1926 marked a significant milestone in the history of U.S.
passports. It was a time when the U.S. government began formalizing and
standardizing passport designs to improve security, durability, and
international recognition. This year saw the issuance of some of the earliest
modern passports that resemble what many recognize today.



The Original Color of U.S. Passports in 1926

The Classic Dark Blue Cover

The most notable and historically significant fact about the 1926 U.S.
passports is their color. The original U.S. passports issued in 1926 featured
a dark blue cover. This dark blue, often described as navy or deep indigo,
became a defining characteristic of American passports for many decades.

This choice of color was deliberate and significant, symbolizing authority,
trust, and professionalism. It also aligned with international standards and
helped distinguish U.S. passports from those of other nations, which often
used different colors such as red, green, or black.

Design Elements of the 1926 Passport Cover

The 1926 U.S. passport cover was made of durable material, often leather or a
leather-1like substance, embossed with the following features:

- The Great Seal of the United States prominently displayed in gold or
embossed detail at the center.

- The words "United States of America" and "Passport" inscribed above and
below the seal.

- The inclusion of the passport holder’s information pages, which were
typically handwritten or typed, reflecting the standard practices of the era.

This design aimed to provide a secure, recognizable document that could
withstand travel conditions of the time.

The Evolution of Passport Colors in the United
States

Understanding the historical context, it’s important to see how the U.S.
passport color evolved from its original dark blue in 1926 to the current
standards.



Color Changes Over the Decades

- 1926-1970s: The dark blue cover remained the standard for U.S. passports.
This color was used consistently due to its association with official
government documents.

- 1970s: Slight variations appeared, but the dark blue remained dominant.

- 2000s: The U.S. introduced a new design with a burgundy cover, aligning
with the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) standards for
machine-readable passports.

- Current Day: The standard U.S. passport is now burgundy, although the
original dark blue is still remembered and, in some cases, used for special
or diplomatic passports.

Reasons Behind the Color Choices

- Dark Blue (1926-1970s): Signified authority, professionalism, and
tradition.

- Burgundy (2007-present): Adopted for international consistency, modern
security features, and ease of recognition.

Why the Color of Passports Matters

The color of a passport isn’t just an aesthetic choice; it has practical,
diplomatic, and security implications.

Diplomatic and National Identity

- The dark blue color in 1926 reflected a sense of stability and authority,
aligning with the U.S.'s image abroad.

- The transition to burgundy was aimed at international standardization,
making it easier for border officials worldwide to recognize and process U.S.
passports.

Security Features and Durability

- The choice of color can influence the incorporation of security features
such as watermarks, holograms, and microtext.

- Darker colors tend to hide potential for wear and tear better, prolonging
the passport’s usability.



Additional Facts About U.S. Passports in 1926

- The 1926 passports were primarily handwritten, with details filled in
manually.

- They were often single-page documents, folded into a small booklet.

- The major purpose was to verify identity and authorize international travel
during a period when travel was less common and more formalized than today.

- The passports of the era did not contain the biometric or machine-readable
features we see now.

Conclusion: The Legacy of the 1926 U.S.
Passport Color

In conclusion, the original color of the first U.S. passports issued in 1926
was a dark blue cover. This color choice became emblematic of American
official travel documents for over four decades, symbolizing authority,
stability, and tradition. Over time, as international standards evolved and
security features advanced, the U.S. transitioned to a burgundy cover in
2007, aligning with global norms.

Understanding the history behind passport colors not only enriches our
appreciation of travel documents but also offers insights into diplomatic
history and national identity. The dark blue U.S. passport of 1926 remains a
symbol of a bygone era—a testament to the longstanding tradition of American
official documents.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What was the original color of the first U.S.
passports issued in 19267

The first U.S. passports issued in 1926 were primarily dark blue in color.



Did the color of U.S. passports change after 19267

Yes, the color of U.S. passports has changed multiple times over the years,
with the most recent standard being a dark blue cover for regular passports.

Why was dark blue chosen as the color for the 1926
U.S. passports?

Dark blue was selected in 1926 to distinguish U.S. passports from those of
other countries, many of which used different colors like red or green.

Are there any U.S. passports from 1926 still in
existence today?

While rare, some collectors and museums may possess 1926 U.S. passports, but
surviving examples are extremely uncommon.

Did the 1926 U.S. passports have any distinctive
design features related to their color?

Yes, the dark blue covers often featured embossed or printed emblems and
text, making them recognizable and distinct.

When did the U.S. switch to the current dark blue
passport cover design?

The U.S. adopted the current dark blue passport cover in 1988, continuing the
tradition from earlier years after several color changes.

Additional Resources

What Was The Original Color Of The First U.S. Passports When They Were Issued
In 19267

The original color of the first U.S. passports issued in 1926 is a question
that might seem straightforward at first glance but reveals a complex history
rooted in tradition, practicality, and evolving identity standards.
Understanding the color of these early passports offers insight into the
broader history of American travel documentation, national branding, and
diplomatic signaling. This article delves into the origins of U.S. passports,
their initial design choices, and how their colors have evolved over time.



The Historical Context of U.S. Passports in the
1920s

Post-World War I and the Evolution of International
Travel

The issuance of U.S. passports in 1926 occurred during a period of
significant transformation in international relations and travel. After World
War I, global mobility increased as nations sought to regulate and
standardize international travel. Countries began formalizing their passport
systems to facilitate diplomatic relations and ensure security.

In this context, the U.S. government recognized the importance of creating a
standardized, recognizable document that would serve American citizens abroad
and signal their nationality clearly to foreign authorities. The 1920s marked
the beginning of more uniform passport designs, moving away from ad hoc or
inconsistent formats.

The U.S. Passport System Before 1926

Before 1926, U.S. passports were issued in various formats, often handwritten
or with simple printed details. They lacked a standard color or design, which
made them less recognizable and, at times, more vulnerable to forgery. The
need for a consistent, official style led to the formalization of passport
issuance, culminating in the 1926 passport design.

The Color of the First U.S. Passports in 1926

Historical Records and Visual Evidence

Official records, photographs, and surviving examples of the earliest U.S.
passports provide the clearest evidence of their original appearance. These
documents reveal that the first U.S. passports issued in 1926 were
predominantly dark blue in color.

The U.S. Department of State, responsible for issuing passports, adopted this
design as part of a broader effort to standardize and modernize travel
documentation. The dark blue cover was consistent with the styles of other
nations at the time, many of which used similar dark shades for official



documents.

Design Features and Materials

The 1926 passports were made of durable cardstock or leatherette covers, with
the word “PASSPORT” embossed or stamped on the front. The cover typically
bore the Great Seal of the United States in gold or embossed detail,
reinforcing the document's official status.

The dark blue color was chosen not only for its aesthetic appeal but also for
practicality — it was resistant to dirt and wear, ensuring the passport's
legibility and appearance over time.

Why Dark Blue? The Significance of Color Choice

The choice of dark blue as the original passport cover color was influenced
by several factors:

- Diplomatic Signaling: Dark blue was widely used by many nations for
official documents, conveying authority and stability.

- Practicality: Dark colors hide dirt and wear better, extending the
passport’s usable life.

- National Identity: The color distinguished U.S. passports from other
countries’ documents, which often used shades like green, red, or black.

This color choice set a standard that would persist for decades, making the
U.S. passport easily recognizable worldwide.

The Evolution of U.S. Passport Colors Over Time

Transition from Blue to Other Colors

While the initial 1926 passports were dark blue, subsequent decades saw
shifts in color schemes due to changes in diplomatic practices and security
considerations.

- 1930s-1950s: The dark blue color remained largely consistent, emphasizing
continuity and official authority.

- 1960s: A move towards burgundy or maroon colors began, aligning more
closely with other nations’ trends and the introduction of more sophisticated
security features.



- 1980s—Present: The U.S. transitioned to a deep navy blue for standard
passports, with special editions like the diplomatic and official passports
adopting different shades or colors (e.g., black or green).

The 2007 Change to Blue Cover for Standard Passports

In 2007, the U.S. Department of State officially redesigned the standard
passport cover to a blue color inspired by the original 1926 design, but with
enhanced security features, modern materials, and updated printing
technology. This change was part of a broader effort to secure the document
against counterfeiting and forgery.

Significance and Symbolism of Passport Colors

Color as a Diplomatic and Cultural Signal

The color of a passport is more than aesthetic; it serves as a diplomatic
signal, a form of national branding, and a practical security feature.

- Blue: Often associated with stability, trust, and authority. The U.S. has
historically used blue to project a sense of reliability.

- Red/Burgundy: Common among European nations, symbolizing tradition, power,
or authority.

- Black or Green: Used for diplomatic or official passports, signifying
special status or government authority.

The original dark blue color of the 1926 passports aligned with the U.S.'s
desire to convey professionalism and consistency in its international
identity.

Conclusion: The Legacy of the Original 1926
Passport Color

The initial U.S. passports issued in 1926 were characterized by their dark
blue covers, a choice rooted in practicality, diplomatic signaling, and a
desire for consistency. This color became a recognizable symbol of American
official travel documents for decades, embodying stability, trustworthiness,
and national prestige.



Over time, the color palette evolved, reflecting changing security standards,
international trends, and national branding strategies. Today, the U.S.
passport maintains a similar blue hue, a nod to its origins, but enhanced
with modern security features.

Understanding the history of the passport's color not only offers insight
into the evolution of travel documentation but also highlights how national
identity and diplomatic image are intertwined in these everyday yet globally
significant documents. As travelers continue to cross borders, the humble
color of their passports remains a subtle but powerful emblem of their
national identity and the history embedded within these issued documents.
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