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The evolution of nursing education in the United States has been profoundly influenced by various
historical events, policies, and social movements. Among these, one event stands out as particularly
transformative—namely, the publication of the Goldmark Report of 1923. This report, along with
subsequent developments in healthcare policy and societal attitudes towards nursing, fundamentally
reshaped the standards, curriculum, and professionalization of nursing education in America. In this
article, we’ll explore the historical context leading up to this pivotal moment, analyze its impact on
nursing standards, and examine how it continues to influence nursing education today.

The State of Nursing Education Before the Goldmark
Report

Early Nursing Education and Its Limitations
Before the early 20th century, nursing education in the United States was largely informal, often
rooted in hospital apprenticeship programs. These programs prioritized practical skills over
theoretical knowledge, leading to variability in training quality and inconsistent standards across
institutions.

Key points include:

Predominance of hospital-based training with minimal formal academic curriculum

Limited emphasis on scientific and theoretical foundations of healthcare

Gendered perceptions of nursing as a vocational rather than a professional career

High variability in training quality, leading to disparities in patient care

The Need for Reform
By the early 20th century, the nursing profession recognized the necessity for standardized
education grounded in scientific principles to improve patient outcomes and elevate the profession’s
status. However, efforts to reform nursing education faced resistance from hospitals, practitioners,
and policymakers.



The Goldmark Report of 1923: A Turning Point

Background and Development
Commissioned by the Rockefeller Foundation and led by educator and reformer Dr. Margaret
Sanger Goldmark, the report was the first comprehensive study advocating for reforms in nursing
education. It aimed to evaluate existing programs and recommend standards aligned with modern
healthcare needs.

Key points include:

Addressed the quality and consistency of nursing education1.

Identified disparities between hospital-based training and academic institutions2.

Called for integration of scientific principles into curricula3.

Recommended establishing dedicated schools of nursing separate from hospitals4.

Main Findings and Recommendations
The Goldmark Report was groundbreaking in highlighting the deficiencies of existing nursing
programs and proposing reforms that emphasized academic standards.

Major recommendations:

Establishment of standalone nursing schools affiliated with colleges or universities1.

Curriculum that balanced practical skills with theoretical knowledge, including anatomy,2.
physiology, microbiology, and ethics

Admission standards requiring higher educational prerequisites3.

Faculty with formal training in nursing education and science4.

Development of standardized curricula to ensure consistent training across institutions5.

Impact of the Goldmark Report on Nursing Education
Standards



Creation of Diploma and Degree Programs
One of the most enduring impacts of the report was its advocacy for formal, academic-based nursing
education. This led to:

The rise of diploma programs in hospitals that incorporated university-affiliated curricula

The eventual development of Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degrees as the standard
for professional preparation

Recognition of nursing as a legitimate academic discipline

Standardization and Accreditation
The report catalyzed efforts toward establishing accreditation bodies and standards, including:

The National League for Nursing (NLN), founded in 1893 but strengthened post-Goldmark

Standards for faculty qualifications, curriculum content, and clinical practice

Enhanced quality assurance in nursing education programs

Enhanced Professionalism and Recognition
By emphasizing scientific training and academic standards, the Goldmark Report:

Elevated the status of nursing from vocational work to a respected profession

Encouraged nurses to pursue higher education and specialization

Led to the development of licensing exams and certification processes

Subsequent Developments Shaped by the Goldmark
Foundations

Expansion of Higher Education in Nursing
Following the report, there was a significant push for:

Transitioning from hospital-based diploma programs to university-affiliated BSN programs1.



Developing graduate education, including Master's and Doctoral programs in Nursing2.

Encouraging research and evidence-based practice within nursing3.

Legislative and Policy Changes
The influence extended into policy, with:

Introduction of licensure laws in the 20th century ensuring minimum education standards

Funding for nursing education research and scholarships

Recognition of nursing as a key component of the healthcare system

Contemporary Relevance of the Goldmark Event

Modern Nursing Education Standards
Today’s nursing standards—set by agencies such as the American Nurses Credentialing Center
(ANCC) and the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE)—are rooted in the vision
established by the Goldmark Report.

Key features include:

Rigorous accreditation processes for nursing programs

Emphasis on research, evidence-based practice, and lifelong learning

Requirement for advanced degrees for specialized and leadership roles

Ongoing Challenges and Future Directions
Despite progress, ongoing issues such as workforce shortages, diversity, and technological
integration continue to shape nursing education. The foundational reforms inspired by the Goldmark
Report provide a framework for ongoing improvement.

Conclusion

The Goldmark Report of 1923 stands as a landmark event in American history that significantly



impacted educational standards in nursing. By advocating for scientific curriculum, academic
accreditation, and professional recognition, it transformed nursing from an apprenticeship-based
vocation into a respected academic and clinical discipline. This event laid the groundwork for the
modern nursing education system, emphasizing quality, consistency, and professionalism. Its legacy
continues to influence how nurses are trained, licensed, and advanced in their careers—ensuring
that the profession remains vital, credible, and capable of meeting the complex demands of
contemporary healthcare.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did the Civil War influence the development of nursing
education in America?
The Civil War highlighted the need for trained nurses, leading to the establishment of formal nursing
training programs and emphasizing the importance of standardized education in nursing.

What impact did the establishment of the American Nurses
Association in 1911 have on nursing standards?
The formation of the ANA promoted professional standards, advocacy, and the development of
educational requirements, significantly elevating nursing education nationwide.

How did the Flexner Report of 1910 affect nursing education
in the United States?
While primarily focusing on medical education, the Flexner Report emphasized scientific rigor and
accreditation, which influenced the modernization and standardization of nursing programs.

In what way did World War II impact nursing education
standards in America?
World War II increased demand for nurses, leading to expanded training programs, the creation of
military nursing schools, and a push for higher educational standards in nursing.

What role did the Hill-Burton Act of 1946 play in shaping
nursing education infrastructure?
The Hill-Burton Act funded hospital construction, which facilitated the growth of nursing schools and
contributed to improving educational facilities and standards.

How did the implementation of the Nurse Training Act of 1964
influence nursing education?
The Nurse Training Act provided federal funding for nursing education programs, leading to



increased access, improved curricula, and higher standards for nursing training nationwide.

What was the significance of the establishment of BSN
(Bachelor of Science in Nursing) programs in shaping modern
nursing standards?
The development of BSN programs established a higher educational benchmark for nurses,
promoting standardized curricula, advanced training, and professional recognition in the healthcare
field.

Additional Resources
Which Event In American History Had Significant Impact On Educational Standard Nursing?

Understanding the evolution of nursing education in the United States requires examining pivotal
historical events that shaped the standards, practices, and professional recognition of nurses today.
When asked which event in American history had a significant impact on educational standard
nursing, many experts point to transformative moments that redefined training, professionalism, and
societal perception. One such event stands out prominently: the publication of the Flexner Report in
1910. This landmark report not only revolutionized medical education but also profoundly influenced
nursing education standards, elevating the profession to new heights of academic rigor and societal
respect.

---

The Flexner Report of 1910: A Turning Point in American Medical and Nursing Education

Background of the Flexner Report

In the early 20th century, American medical education was fragmented, inconsistent, and often
inadequate in preparing physicians. Recognizing the need for reform, Abraham Flexner, an educator
and reformer, was commissioned by the Carnegie Foundation to evaluate medical schools across the
country. His comprehensive study culminated in the 1910 publication of the Flexner Report, which
called for higher standards, scientific rigor, and the closure of substandard institutions. While
primarily aimed at medicine, the report's principles resonated across health-related educational
fields, including nursing.

Impact on Nursing Education Standards

The Flexner Report inadvertently set the stage for elevating nursing education by emphasizing:

- Academic Rigor and Scientific Foundation: The report advocated for curricula grounded in science
and research, prompting nursing schools to adopt more rigorous academic standards.
- Formalized Training Programs: It promoted the transition from informal, hospital-based training to
structured, university-affiliated programs.
- Institutional Accreditation: The report encouraged the development of accreditation bodies,
ensuring consistent quality and standards across institutions.
- Professionalization of Nursing: By aligning nursing education with university standards, it helped



shift nursing from a vocational role to a respected profession requiring formal education.

Long-term Effects

- The establishment of baccalaureate-level nursing programs (Bachelor of Science in Nursing - BSN)
gained momentum.
- Nursing education increasingly became linked with higher education institutions, fostering
research and evidence-based practice.
- The recognition of nursing as a profession with standardized curricula improved societal
perceptions and opened pathways for advanced practice roles.

---

Other Pivotal Events in American History Influencing Nursing Education

While the Flexner Report remains a cornerstone, several other historical events and movements
significantly contributed to the development of educational standards in nursing:

1. The Establishment of the Henry Street Settlement and the Rise of Public Health Nursing (1893)

- Led by Lillian Wald, this movement emphasized community health and preventative care.
- It expanded nursing roles beyond hospital settings and underscored the importance of education in
public health.
- Fostered development of specialized training in community and public health nursing.

2. The Passage of the Goldmark Report (1923)

- Similar to the Flexner Report but focused on nursing education.
- Recommended that nursing education be conducted in colleges and universities rather than
hospitals.
- Advocated for higher standards, formal curricula, and academic preparation, reinforcing the trend
toward professionalization.

3. The Formation of the American Nurses Association (ANA) and the Standardization of Nursing
Practice (1911)

- Established professional standards, code of ethics, and educational guidelines.
- Played a vital role in advocating for educational reforms and certification standards.

4. The WWII Era and the G.I. Bill (1944)

- Expanded access to higher education for returning veterans, including nurses.
- Led to increased enrollment in nursing programs and the expansion of nursing schools.

5. The Civil Rights Movement and Equal Access to Education (1950s-1960s)

- Challenged segregation and promoted diversity within nursing education.
- Led to the development of programs aimed at underrepresented groups, broadening the workforce.

---



Modern Developments Shaped by Historical Events

The cumulative impact of these events has resulted in several key features of current nursing
education standards:

- Accreditation Bodies: The Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) and the National
League for Nursing (NLN) set rigorous standards.
- Educational Pathways: Clear pathways from diploma programs to associate degrees, bachelor's,
master's, and doctoral degrees.
- Curriculum Standards: Emphasis on evidence-based practice, leadership, ethics, and cultural
competence.
- Lifelong Learning: Continuing education and specialization programs to adapt to evolving
healthcare needs.

---

Conclusion: The Significance of Historical Events on Nursing Education Standardization

In summary, the question of which event in American history had a significant impact on educational
standard nursing finds a compelling answer in the Flexner Report of 1910, which catalyzed the
modernization and professionalization of nursing education. Its principles fostered a shift toward
academic rigor, scientific foundation, and institutional accreditation that continue to underpin
nursing standards today. Complemented by other historic milestones like the Goldmark Report, the
rise of public health nursing, and legislative acts, these events collectively transformed nursing into
a respected, well-educated profession committed to high standards of care and lifelong learning.

Understanding this historical context highlights the importance of continuous reform and adaptation
in nursing education, ensuring the profession remains aligned with advancements in medicine,
technology, and societal needs. As the landscape of healthcare evolves, so too must the educational
standards that prepare nurses to serve effectively and ethically in diverse settings.

---

Key Takeaways:

- The Flexner Report (1910) is a pivotal event that significantly impacted educational standards in
nursing.
- It promoted scientific rigor, formalized curricula, and institutional accreditation.
- Other influential events include the Goldmark Report, public health nursing initiatives, and
legislative reforms.
- The cumulative effect of these events has led to the high standards and professionalism seen in
modern nursing education today.

By understanding these historical milestones, educators, students, and practitioners can appreciate
the foundations upon which contemporary nursing standards are built and continue to advocate for
ongoing improvements in the profession.
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