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Identify Which Crops And Animals Originated In The Old World And Which
Originated In The New World. Understanding the origins of the crops and
animals we rely on today provides fascinating insights into human history,
agriculture, and global trade. The division between the Old World (Africa,
Europe, and Asia) and the New World (the Americas) played a crucial role in
shaping the development of civilizations through the exchange of domesticated
species, foods, and resources. This exchange, often referred to as the
Columbian Exchange, dramatically transformed diets, farming practices, and
economies across the globe. In this comprehensive article, we will explore
which crops and animals originated in the Old World and which in the New
World, highlighting their significance and impact.

The Old World: Origins of Crops and Animals

The Old World encompasses Africa, Europe, and Asia, regions with a long
history of agriculture and domestication. Many staple crops and animals that
form the foundation of traditional diets and farming systems originated here.

Key Crops Originating in the Old World

The Old World was the cradle of numerous important crops, many of which are
still vital today. These crops include:

Wheat – Originated in the Fertile Crescent (modern-day Middle East). It1.
became a staple grain in Europe, North Africa, and parts of Asia.

Barley – Also domesticated in the Fertile Crescent, used for food and2.
brewing purposes.

Oats – Native to Eurasia, especially in colder regions of Europe and3.
Asia.

Rice – Wild rice species originated in Asia, particularly in China and4.
India, and later spread worldwide.

Millets – Including pearl millet and finger millet, primarily5.
domesticated in Africa and Asia.



Vine Crops – Such as grapes, originating in the Caucasus region, used6.
for eating and winemaking.

Legumes – Chickpeas, lentils, and peas, domesticated in the Fertile7.
Crescent and Mediterranean basin.

Root Crops – Turnips and carrots, originally cultivated in Eurasia.8.

Key Animals Originating in the Old World

The domestication of animals in the Old World laid the foundation for
agriculture and transportation. These animals include:

Dogs (Canis lupus familiaris) – The earliest domesticated animals,
originating from Eurasian wolves.

Cattle (Bos taurus and Bos indicus) – Domesticated in the Near East and
South Asia, used for meat, milk, and labor.

Sheep (Ovis aries) – Originated in the Middle East and Central Asia.

Goats (Capra aegagrus hircus) – One of the earliest domesticated
animals, widespread across Eurasia.

Horses (Equus ferus caballus) – Domesticated in Central Asia,
revolutionizing transportation and warfare.

Pigs (Sus scrofa domesticus) – Domesticated in Eurasia, an important
source of meat.

Camels (Camelus dromedarius and Camelus bactrianus) – Dromedary camels
in the Middle East and Bactrian camels in Central Asia, crucial for
desert travel.

The New World: Origins of Crops and Animals

The Americas contributed a different set of crops and animals, many of which
became central to global agriculture after the Columbian exchange. The New
World’s domestication efforts led to the development of several crops and
animals uniquely suited to the American environment.



Key Crops Originating in the New World

The New World is renowned for its diverse array of domesticated crops,
including:

Maize (Corn) – Originated in Mesoamerica (Mexico). It became a staple1.
food across the Americas and later worldwide.

Potatoes – Native to the Andean region of South America; a vital food2.
crop globally after European introduction.

Sweet Potatoes – Originated in Central and South America, cultivated3.
extensively for their nutritional value.

Chili Peppers – Native to Central and South America, now used worldwide4.
as a spice.

Beans – Such as kidney beans and common beans, domesticated in5.
Mesoamerica and the Andes.

Squash and Pumpkins – Originated in Mesoamerica, vital in indigenous6.
diets.

Cacao (Chocolate) – Native to Central America, used by ancient7.
civilizations for making chocolate.

Sunflower – Native to North America, cultivated for oil and seeds.8.

Key Animals Originating in the New World

The New World contributed fewer domesticated animals compared to the Old
World, but some notable species include:

Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) – Domesticated in Mesoamerica, became a
significant poultry species globally.

Llamas and Alpacas – Domesticated in the Andes for transportation, wool,
and meat.

Guinea Pigs (Cavia porcellus) – Domesticated in the Andes for food and
ritual purposes.

Muscovy Ducks – Native to Central and South America, domesticated for
meat and eggs.



It’s important to note that the New World lacked large domesticated mammals
like horses, cattle, and pigs until after European contact.

The Columbian Exchange: The Cross-Continent
Transfer

The Columbian Exchange was a pivotal event where crops, animals, cultures,
and technologies were exchanged between the Old World and the New World. This
exchange dramatically reshaped global agriculture, diets, and economies.

Major Crops and Animals Transferred from the Old
World to the New World

Wheat and Barley – Introduced to the Americas, becoming staple grains.

Cattle, Sheep, and Goats – Brought by Europeans for farming and meat
production.

Horses – Reintroduced to the Americas, transforming indigenous cultures,
especially in North America.

Pigs – Introduced for meat and farming purposes.

Major Crops and Animals Transferred from the New
World to the Old World

Maize (Corn) – Became a dietary staple across Africa, Europe, and Asia.

Potatoes – Significantly increased food security and population growth
in Europe and Asia.

Tomatoes – Became fundamental in Mediterranean cuisine.

Chili Peppers – Integrated into global cuisines.

Cacao (Chocolate) – Gained popularity worldwide.

Sunflower – Cultivated for oil in Eurasia.



Impact of the Old and New World Crops and
Animals on Global Agriculture

The exchange of crops and animals has had profound effects on human
societies:

Population Growth – Nutritional improvements from New World crops like1.
potatoes and maize fueled population increases.

Agricultural Diversity – Introduction of new crops expanded dietary2.
options and farming practices.

Economic Transformation – New crops and animals created trade3.
opportunities and economic growth.

Cultural Changes – Food preferences and culinary traditions evolved with4.
new ingredients.

Conclusion

The origins of crops and animals in the Old World and New World reflect a
complex history of domestication, migration, and cultural exchange. The Old
World contributed staple grains like wheat, barley, and rice, along with
animals such as cattle, sheep, and horses, laying the foundation for
traditional agriculture. Conversely, the New World introduced vital crops
like maize, potatoes, and chili peppers, and animals like turkeys and llamas,
which revolutionized global diets after the Columbian Exchange. Recognizing
these origins enhances our appreciation of the interconnectedness of human
history and the diversity of the foods and animals that sustain us today. As
agriculture continues to evolve, understanding these historical roots remains
essential for

Frequently Asked Questions

Which crops are known to have originated in the Old
World?
Crops such as wheat, barley, olives, grapes, and rice originated in the Old
World, particularly in regions like the Middle East, Mediterranean, and Asia.



What are some crops that were domesticated in the
New World?
Maize (corn), potatoes, tomatoes, chili peppers, and cacao are examples of
crops that originated in the New World, especially in Central and South
America.

Which animals domesticated in the Old World are now
commonly found worldwide?
Animals such as sheep, goats, cattle, pigs, and camels were domesticated in
the Old World and are now widespread across the globe.

What are some animals that originated in the New
World and were later domesticated?
The turkey is a notable example of an animal native to the New World that was
domesticated by indigenous peoples and later spread globally.

How did the Columbian Exchange impact the
distribution of crops and animals between the Old
and New Worlds?
The Columbian Exchange facilitated the transfer of crops like maize and
potatoes to the Old World and animals like horses and cattle to the New
World, significantly transforming agriculture and diets worldwide.

Additional Resources
Identify Which Crops And Animals Originated In The Old World And Which
Originated In The New World

Understanding the origins of crops and animals is fundamental to
comprehending human history, agricultural development, and the profound
ecological impacts of domestication and cultivation. The division between the
Old World (Africa, Europe, and Asia) and the New World (the Americas) offers
critical insight into how civilizations evolved, traded, and transformed
their environments. This comprehensive exploration will delve into the
specific crops and animals that originated in each hemisphere, highlighting
their significance, domestication processes, and global dissemination.



Introduction to Old World and New World
Divisions

Before delving into specific crops and animals, it’s essential to clarify the
geographical and historical context.

- Old World: Encompasses Africa, Europe, and Asia. It is often associated
with early human civilization, agriculture, and domestication practices
dating back tens of thousands of years.
- New World: Encompasses North and South America. Indigenous peoples
domesticated numerous plants and animals independently, with significant
exchanges occurring post-1492 during the Columbian Exchange.

The divergence in domestication practices and cultivated species reflects
divergent ecological zones, available flora and fauna, and cultural
practices. The subsequent sections outline key crops and animals from each
realm, their domestication timelines, and their global influence.

Old World Crops and Animals

Major Crops Originating in the Old World

The Old World is home to some of the earliest cultivated plants, many of
which formed the backbone of ancient civilizations and continue to be staples
today.

Cereals

Cereals have been central to Old World agriculture for millennia:

- Wheat (Triticum spp.):
- Originated in the Fertile Crescent around 10,000 years ago (Neolithic
Revolution).
- Varieties include bread wheat (Triticum aestivum), emmer, and spelt.
- Spread across Europe, Asia, and North Africa, forming the basis of many
diets.

- Barley (Hordeum vulgare):
- Also domesticated in the Fertile Crescent, around 8,000 years ago.
- Used for food, brewing, and animal feed.

- Rice (Oryza sativa):
- Domesticated independently in China and India over 8,000 years ago.
- Major staple in Asia, especially East and Southeast Asia.



- Maize (Zea mays):
- Although originating in the Americas, it’s worth noting that Old World
crops primarily include wheat, barley, and millet.

Legumes

- Lentils (Lens culinaris):
- Domesticated in the Fertile Crescent around 9,000 years ago.

- Chickpeas (Cicer arietinum):
- Originated in the Middle East, dating back approximately 7,000 years.

- Soybeans (Glycine max):
- Domesticated in China around 3,000-4,000 years ago, but primarily
associated with the Old World’s influence.

Vegetables and Tubers

- Cabbage, turnips, and onions:
- Cultivated in the Old World for thousands of years.

- Potatoes (Solanum tuberosum):
- Native to the Andes in South America; discussed in the New World section.

Fruits

- Olives (Olea europaea):
- Originated in the Eastern Mediterranean, cultivated for thousands of years.

- Grapes (Vitis vinifera):
- Ancient domestication in the Near East and the Caucasus.

Animals Domesticated in the Old World

- Dog (Canis lupus familiaris):
- One of the earliest domesticated animals, domesticated in Eurasia over
15,000 years ago.

- Sheep (Ovis aries):
- Originated in Mesopotamia around 9,000 years ago; primary for wool, meat,
and milk.

- Goats (Capra aegagrus hircus):
- Domesticated in the Middle East approximately 10,000 years ago.

- Cattle (Bos taurus):
- Originated from aurochs in the Near East and Eurasia.

- Pigs (Sus scrofa domesticus):
- Domesticated in the Near East and China.



- Chickens (Gallus gallus domesticus):
- Originated in Southeast Asia, but their domestication spread widely in the
Old World.

Significance of Old World Crops and Animals

- They formed the foundation of ancient economies and diets.
- Domesticated animals provided labor, clothing, and food.
- The spread of these species facilitated population growth and urbanization.
- The Old World’s agriculture heavily influenced global dietary staples,
especially wheat, barley, and livestock.

---

New World Crops and Animals

Major Crops Originating in the New World

The Americas introduced a wealth of crops that transformed agriculture
worldwide. Many of these were domesticated independently, reflecting unique
evolutionary pathways.

Staple Crops

- Maize (Zea mays):
- Domesticated in Mesoamerica around 9,000 years ago.
- Became a global staple, especially after the Columbian Exchange.

- Potatoes (Solanum tuberosum):
- Originated in the Andes around 7,000-10,000 years ago.
- Spread globally, revolutionizing diets in Europe and Asia.

- Sweet Potatoes (Ipomoea batatas):
- Domesticated in Central and South America around 5,000 years ago.

- Cassava (Manihot esculenta):
- Domesticated in the Amazon basin about 4,000-5,000 years ago.
- Major carbohydrate source in Africa, Asia, and the Pacific.

- Squash and Pumpkin (Cucurbita spp.):
- Domesticated in Mesoamerica over 8,000 years ago.

Legumes and Other Crops

- Peanuts (Arachis hypogaea):



- Originated in South America, domesticated around 3,000-4,000 years ago.

- Chili Peppers (Capsicum spp.):
- Domesticated in Mesoamerica, dating back 6,000 years.

- Cacao (Theobroma cacao):
- Originated in the Amazon and Mesoamerica, domesticated around 3,000-4,000
years ago.

Fruits

- Avocado (Persea americana):
- Originated in Mesoamerica, domesticated over 5,000 years ago.

- Papaya (Carica papaya):
- Domesticated in Central America.

Animals Native to the New World

- Turkeys (Meleagris gallopavo):
- Domesticated by indigenous peoples in Mesoamerica around 2,000 years ago.

- Llamas and Alpacas (Lama glama, Vicugna pacos):
- Domesticated in the Andes for pack animals, wool, and meat.

- Guinea Pigs (Cavia porcellus):
- Domesticated in the Andes for food.

- Muskrats and Capybaras:
- Domesticated for food and other uses by indigenous peoples.

Unique Domestication Processes

- Many New World crops, such as maize and potatoes, underwent complex
domestication processes, involving selection for yield, size, and other
traits.
- These species often had a significant role in indigenous cultures,
religion, and economy, shaping civilizations like the Maya, Inca, and Aztec.

Significance of New World Crops and Animals

- They introduced novel foods that diversified human diets globally.
- The Columbian Exchange facilitated the widespread dissemination of these
species, profoundly impacting agriculture, cuisine, and economies worldwide.
- Crops like maize and potatoes supported population booms in Europe, Asia,
and Africa.

---



The Columbian Exchange: Bridging the Old and
New Worlds

The 15th and 16th centuries marked a pivotal point when Old World crops and
animals were introduced to the New World, and vice versa.

Key Exchanges

- Old to New:
- Wheat, barley, oats, rice, sugarcane, coffee, horses, cattle, sheep, pigs,
chickens.

- New to Old:
- Maize, potatoes, tomatoes, peppers, cacao, tobacco, turkeys, llamas, guinea
pigs.

Impacts

- Transformation of diets and agriculture in both hemispheres.
- Introduction of invasive species leading to ecological shifts.
- Cultural and economic upheavals, including colonial expansion and
population growth.

---

Conclusion: The Interwoven History of Crops and
Animals

The origins of domesticated crops and animals are symphonies of evolution,
human ingenuity, and cultural exchange. Recognizing which species originated
in the Old World and which in the New World enhances our appreciation of
global history and the profound interconnectedness of societies. It also
underscores the importance of biodiversity, conservation, and sustainable
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