If You Live In Cherokee Reservaion In North
Carolina In 1987 How Old Do You Have To Be
To Vote

If You Live In Cherokee Reservation In North Carolina In 1987 How Old Do You Have To Be
To Vote

Understanding voting rights is essential for any citizen, especially those living within specific
communities or reservations. If you resided in the Cherokee Reservation in North Carolina in 1987,
you might have wondered about your eligibility to participate in elections during that period. This
article delves into the historical context of voting rights in North Carolina, particularly within the
Cherokee Reservation, the legal age requirements in 1987, and the broader implications of voting
laws for Native Americans living on reservations.

Historical Context of Voting Rights in North Carolina
(1980s)

The Political Landscape in North Carolina in the 1980s

The 1980s was a transformative decade for North Carolina's political scene. The state experienced
significant demographic shifts, economic changes, and evolving civil rights movements. During this
era, voting rights and access to the ballot were critical issues, especially for marginalized
communities, including Native Americans living on reservations.

While the Voting Rights Act of 1965 had federally protected voting rights, state-specific laws and
practices sometimes created barriers. North Carolina, like many Southern states, had a history of
discriminatory practices such as poll taxes, literacy tests, and intimidation tactics that
disproportionately affected minorities, including Native Americans.

The Native American Population and Voting Rights

In North Carolina, the Cherokee Nation is one of the most prominent Native American tribes. The
Cherokee Reservation in North Carolina is located primarily in the western part of the state,
encompassing parts of Cherokee, Clay, Graham, and Jackson counties.

Historically, Native Americans faced various obstacles to voting, including:
- Lack of recognition of tribal citizenship in state voting laws.

- Legal ambiguities regarding the right to vote as a Native American.
- State laws that did not explicitly recognize Native American tribal IDs for voting purposes.



By 1987, the legal landscape was gradually changing, with increased recognition of Native American
voting rights, but challenges remained.

Legal Voting Age in North Carolina in 1987

State Laws Governing Voting Age in 1987

In 1987, North Carolina, like all other U.S. states, adhered to the federal voting age requirement
established by the 26th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, ratified in 1971. The 26th Amendment
lowered the voting age from 21 to 18 years old nationwide.

Therefore, the legal voting age in North Carolina in 1987 was:

- 18 years old

This meant that any individual who had reached their 18th birthday on or before Election Day was
eligible to vote, provided they met other requirements such as citizenship and registration.

Voter Registration Requirements in 1987

Apart from age, other key requirements for voting in North Carolina in 1987 included:

- Citizenship: Must be a U.S. citizen.
- Residency: Must be a resident of North Carolina and the specific precinct.
- Registration: Must have registered to vote within the designated registration period.

The registration process in 1987 was primarily paper-based, often involving in-person registration at
local election offices or designated agencies.

Voting Rights Specific to Cherokee Reservation
Residents in 1987

Native American Voting Rights in North Carolina During the
1980s

While federal law guaranteed voting rights to all U.S. citizens aged 18 and over, Native Americans
faced unique challenges in exercising these rights:

- Recognition of Tribal ID: In the 1980s, many states, including North Carolina, did not universally
accept tribal identification cards as valid forms of identification for voting.



- Voter Suppression and Disenfranchisement: Some Native Americans experienced barriers due to
lack of awareness, limited transportation, or discriminatory practices.

- Legal Protections and Advocacy: Throughout the 1980s, Native American tribes and civil rights
organizations worked to ensure voting rights were upheld, leading to legal and policy changes over
time.

How Native Americans on Cherokee Reservation Could Vote in
1987

Residents of the Cherokee Reservation who met the age, citizenship, and registration requirements
could participate in elections. Specifically:

- They needed to be at least 18 years old.

- They had to register as North Carolina voters.

- They needed acceptable identification, which, at that time, might have included a driver's license,
state ID, or other documents accepted by election authorities.

It is important to note that tribal membership alone did not automatically confer voting rights;
individuals had to register as North Carolina voters.

Important Considerations for Cherokee Residents in
1987

Understanding Voter Registration and Education

In the late 1980s, voter registration efforts targeted marginalized communities to increase
participation. For Cherokee residents, this included:

- Outreach programs explaining registration procedures.

- Assistance with documentation and transportation.
- Advocacy for recognition of tribal IDs at polling stations.

The Impact of Federal and State Legislation

Laws enacted in the 1980s aimed to improve voting access, including:

- The Voting Rights Act amendments.
- State-level initiatives to eliminate discriminatory practices.
- Efforts to recognize Native American IDs for voting purposes.



Summary: How Old Do You Have To Be To Vote in
Cherokee Reservation in 1987?

Based on the legal framework in North Carolina during 1987:

- The voting age was 18 years old.

- Residents of the Cherokee Reservation who were at least 18, citizens of the United States, and
registered voters could participate in elections.

- Native American residents needed to ensure they met all registration and identification
requirements to vote.

Conclusion

Living in the Cherokee Reservation in North Carolina in 1987 meant navigating a complex landscape
of voting rights. While federal law set the minimum voting age at 18, Native American residents
faced additional challenges related to identification and registration. Overcoming these hurdles was
vital for Native Americans to exercise their constitutional rights and participate fully in democratic
processes.

By understanding the historical context, legal requirements, and specific considerations for
Cherokee residents, one gains insight into the broader struggle for voting rights and civic
engagement among Native American communities. Today, ongoing efforts continue to ensure that all
citizens, regardless of their community or background, can exercise their right to vote freely and
fairly.
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Frequently Asked Questions

If I lived in Cherokee Reservation in North Carolina in 1987,
how old did I need to be to vote?

In 1987, the legal voting age in North Carolina, including the Cherokee Reservation, was 18 years
old.

Were there any specific voting restrictions for residents of



Cherokee Reservation in 1987?

No, residents of the Cherokee Reservation had the same voting rights and age requirements as other
residents in North Carolina in 1987.

Did Native Americans living on Cherokee Reservation in 1987
need to register to vote?

Yes, Native Americans living on the Cherokee Reservation had to register to vote, just like other
residents, to participate in elections.

Was there a difference in voting age for Native Americans on
the Cherokee Reservation in 1987 compared to the rest of
North Carolina?

No, the voting age was uniformly 18 across North Carolina, including the Cherokee Reservation, in
1987.

Could Cherokee residents vote in local, state, and federal
elections in 1987?

Yes, residents of the Cherokee Reservation could vote in local, state, and federal elections once they
met the age and registration requirements.

What was the process for a Cherokee resident to register to
vote in 1987?

They needed to fill out a voter registration form, provide proof of residence and age, and submit it to
the appropriate election office.

Were there any unique voting rights or restrictions for
Cherokee residents in 1987?

No, there were no special restrictions; Native Americans had the same voting rights as other citizens
in North Carolina.

Did the voting age in 1987 include voting for all elections in
North Carolina?

Yes, the legal voting age of 18 applied to all elections in North Carolina, including those involving
residents of the Cherokee Reservation.

Were there any voting rights issues faced by Cherokee



residents in 1987?

Generally, Cherokee residents had voting rights like other citizens, but some Native Americans faced
barriers such as registration hurdles and literacy tests, which were common at the time.

Has the voting age or registration process for Cherokee
residents changed since 1987?

The voting age remains 18, and registration processes are now streamlined, but the fundamental
rights have remained consistent since 1987.

Additional Resources

If You Live In Cherokee Reservation In North Carolina In 1987 How Old Do You Have To Be To Vote
is a question that taps into the complex intersection of federal, state, and tribal sovereignty, as well
as the evolving landscape of voting rights for Native Americans. In 1987, Native American residents
of the Cherokee Reservation in North Carolina faced unique legal and political circumstances that
influenced their eligibility to participate in elections. Understanding the voting age, legal rights, and
the broader context of Native American enfranchisement during this period provides valuable
insight into both historical and ongoing struggles for political participation. This article explores the
voting laws applicable in 1987, the status of Cherokee residents, and the significance of such
regulations for the community.

The Legal Framework of Voting Rights in 1987

Federal Voting Age Laws

In 1987, the voting age in the United States was uniformly set at 18 years old, following the
ratification of the 26th Amendment in 1971. This amendment was a landmark piece of legislation
that lowered the voting age nationwide from 21 to 18, largely in response to arguments that those
old enough to serve in the military should also have a say in selecting their leaders.

- Key points:

- Voting age: 18 years old nationwide

- Enforced through the 26th Amendment (1971)

- Applies to all states and territories, including North Carolina

Pros:
- Uniform voting age simplifies eligibility criteria
- Recognizes the maturity and rights of young adults

Cons:
- Does not account for specific circumstances of Native American communities



- Potentially overlooks unique citizenship or sovereignty issues

State and Tribal Authority in Voting Rights

While federal law set the minimum voting age, states had the authority to regulate voting
procedures. North Carolina adhered to federal standards but also had to recognize the sovereignty
of Native American tribes, including the Cherokee Nation, which complicates voting rights.

In 1987, Native Americans living on reservations or within tribal jurisdictions generally participated
in federal, state, and local elections, provided they met the requirements set by law. However, the
extent to which tribal members could exercise their voting rights without restrictions depended on
their citizenship status and the recognition of their tribal identity.

- Important considerations:

- Native Americans are U.S. citizens by birth or naturalization

- Tribal sovereignty allows tribes to govern their own affairs, but it does not typically grant voting
rights separate from federal or state elections

- Some tribes, including the Cherokee, have historically worked to ensure their members can vote in
broader elections

The Cherokee Reservation in North Carolina in 1987

Historical Context of Cherokee Voting Rights

The Cherokee community in North Carolina has a unique history regarding citizenship and voting
rights. After the Cherokee Nation was forcibly relocated along the Trail of Tears in the 1830s, the
community faced numerous restrictions and disenfranchisement efforts.

By 1987, the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians had established a degree of self-governance, but
their members also maintained U.S. citizenship and voting rights. The tribe had its own government,
but participation in state and federal elections was based on individual citizenship rather than tribal
membership alone.

Key features:

- Tribal members were generally U.S. citizens

- Voting rights governed by federal and state law

- Tribal elections conducted separately under tribal sovereignty

Pros:
- Tribal sovereignty allowed self-governance

- Members could participate in both tribal and federal elections

Cons:



- Disparities in voter access and registration processes
- Potential confusion over eligibility criteria

Voting Age and Eligibility for Cherokee Residents

For Cherokee residents living in or near the reservation in 1987, the question of "how old do you
have to be to vote" boils down to the federal minimum of 18 years old, combined with their
citizenship status.

- Eligibility criteria:

- Must be at least 18 years old

- Must be a U.S. citizen

- Must meet state registration requirements

In practice, many Cherokee residents in 1987 would have been eligible to vote provided they
registered and met the age requirement. However, barriers such as literacy tests, poll taxes, or
intimidation tactics that were common in other parts of the country often limited Native American
participation. Despite these obstacles, the legal voting age remained at 18, aligning with national
standards.

Implications of Voting Age Laws for Cherokee
Residents in 1987

Participation and Political Engagement

Understanding the voting age threshold is essential because it determines when individuals can
influence elections. For Cherokee residents, turning 18 meant gaining full voting rights, which could
be a significant milestone in their civic engagement.

Features and considerations:

- Age 18 marked the legal threshold for first-time voters

- Voter registration processes could be complicated by location and access

- The political climate in 1987 was still marred by voting rights struggles, especially for marginalized
communities

Pros of the voting age being 18:
- Aligns with national standards, ensuring consistency
- Recognizes the maturity of young adults

Cons:
- Delays political engagement for those who turn 18 but lack access or awareness
- Native American communities faced additional barriers, delaying participation



Specific Challenges for Native American Voters

While the legal voting age was clear, Native American voters in 1987 faced several hurdles:

- Registration barriers: Limited access to registration sites, especially in rural or reservation areas
- Language and literacy: Some voters faced language barriers or literacy issues

- Disenfranchisement tactics: Historically, efforts to suppress Native American votes persisted,
though they were increasingly challenged during this era

- Lack of targeted outreach: Voter education campaigns often failed to reach Native communities
effectively

Despite these challenges, the legal framework permitted Native Americans to vote once they turned
18 and registered, emphasizing the importance of civic participation for the Cherokee community.

Conclusion: The Significance of Voting Rights in 1987
for Cherokee Residents

In 1987, Cherokee residents in North Carolina, like other Americans, had to be at least 18 years old
to vote. This standard, established by the 26th Amendment, was fundamental in shaping their
electoral participation. However, the broader context of Native American history, sovereignty, and
civil rights meant that simply being eligible did not guarantee access or participation.

The era marked a period of increasing awareness and activism among Native American communities
to secure their voting rights against systemic barriers. While the legal minimum was clear, the
practical realities often made voting a challenge for Cherokee residents. Nonetheless, the
recognition of 18 as the voting age was a crucial step toward enabling young Cherokee individuals to
influence decisions affecting their lives and communities.

Understanding this history underscores the importance of ongoing efforts to ensure voting access
and equity for Native Americans. It highlights how legal frameworks set the foundation, but social
and political activism are vital to translating rights into real participation. In 1987, the Cherokee
community stood at the crossroads of tradition and modern civics, with the promise that their voices
could, and should, be heard at every level of government once they reached the age of majority.

In summary:

- The legal voting age in 1987 was 18 nationwide, per the 26th Amendment.

- Cherokee residents, as U.S. citizens, were eligible to vote once they turned 18, provided they
registered.

- Native American communities faced unique barriers, but legal rights to vote were established and
recognized.

- The period marked an important phase of advocacy for Native American voting rights, which
continues today.



This historical perspective reminds us that voting rights are not just about laws, but also about
ensuring access, enfranchisement, and respect for sovereignty—principles that remain vital in
contemporary electoral politics.
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