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Understanding the historical and geographical placement of the Apache tribes
in New Mexico provides valuable insight into their culture, resilience, and
influence in the region. The Apache tribes are a group of culturally related
Native American tribes that have historically inhabited the southwestern
United States, including parts of New Mexico. Among them, three prominent
tribes settled specifically within New Mexico territory: the Chiricahua,
Mescalero, and Jicarilla Apache. Each tribe carved its own path, establishing
territories that reflected their unique histories, lifestyles, and
interactions with neighboring peoples.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore where each of these three Apache
tribes settled in New Mexico, delving into their geographic locations,
historical settlements, and modern communities. By understanding their
respective territories, we gain a clearer picture of their contributions to
the state's rich cultural mosaic.

---

Overview of Apache Tribes in New Mexico

The Apache tribes are part of the larger Athabaskan language family and are
known for their fierce independence, adaptability, and rich cultural
traditions. The three main Apache tribes that settled in New Mexico are:

- Chiricahua Apache
- Mescalero Apache
- Jicarilla Apache

Each tribe occupied distinct regions within New Mexico, often influenced by
their migration patterns, conflicts, and environmental factors. Their
settlements ranged from mountainous terrains to plains and desert regions,
reflecting their diverse ways of life.

---



Chiricahua Apache: The Mountain Dwellers of
Southeastern New Mexico

Historical Background
The Chiricahua Apache are among the most renowned Apache tribes, historically
occupying the southwestern regions of North America. Their name, derived from
the Spanish "Chirrîcahüa," possibly meaning "high planted" or "high
mountain," reflects their mountainous habitat.

Territorial Settlement in New Mexico
In New Mexico, the Chiricahua primarily settled in the southeastern part of
the state, particularly in areas that are now part of:

- Sierra County
- Grant County
- Dona Ana County

Their settlements often took advantage of the rugged mountainous terrain,
which provided natural protection and strategic advantages.

Geographical Features of Chiricahua Territory
- The Chiricahua lands in New Mexico include parts of the Sacramento
Mountains and the Chihuahuan Desert.
- They established villages and camps in areas such as the Mogollon Mountains
and the vicinity of the Gila River.
- The region's rugged terrain facilitated their hunting, gathering, and
defensive strategies.

Modern Presence
Today, many Chiricahua descendants reside on the Fort Sill Apache Reservation
in Oklahoma, but their historical settlements in southeastern New Mexico
remain significant to their cultural identity and history.

---

Mescalero Apache: The Mountain People of
Central and Southern New Mexico



Historical Background
The Mescalero Apache are perhaps the most well-known Apache tribe in New
Mexico. Their name derives from the word "mescal," a type of agave plant they
traditionally used for food and drink, highlighting their deep connection to
the land.

Territorial Settlement in New Mexico
The Mescalero primarily settled in the southern and central parts of New
Mexico, particularly in:

- Otero County
- Lincoln County
- Chaves County
- De Baca County

Their territory spanned the eastern slopes of the Sacramento Mountains, the
Guadalupe Mountains, and parts of the southern plains.

Geographical Features of Mescalero Territory
- Their settlements were concentrated around the Mescalero Mountains and the
nearby Sierra Blanca.
- The region includes diverse landscapes such as forests, grasslands, and
high desert.
- The Mescalero Apache established their villages near water sources like the
Rio Ruidoso and Rio Bonito.

Historical Significance and Modern Resettlement
- The Mescalero Apache established the Mescalero Apache Reservation in 1873,
which remains their primary homeland today.
- The reservation encompasses parts of the Lincoln National Forest and the
Chihuahuan Desert.
- The tribe maintains strong cultural traditions rooted in their mountain
homeland.

---

Jicarilla Apache: The People of the Northern
Mountains



Historical Background
The Jicarilla Apache, meaning "little basket people," are distinguished by
their traditional craft of basketry. They historically inhabited areas in
northern New Mexico and southern Colorado.

Territorial Settlement in New Mexico
The Jicarilla settled mainly in the northern regions of New Mexico,
including:

- Rio Arriba County
- San Juan County
- Mora County
- Union County

Their settlements were often located in forested mountainous regions, ideal
for hunting and gathering.

Geographical Features of Jicarilla Territory
- The Jicarilla territory includes the Jicarilla Mountains and parts of the
Sangre de Cristo Range.
- They lived along the upper stretches of the Rio Grande and its tributaries.
- Their settlements were typically on high plateaus and forested valleys,
providing resources and protection.

Modern Recognition and Communities
- The Jicarilla Apache Nation is a federally recognized tribe with a
reservation located in north-central New Mexico.
- Their reservation encompasses roughly 650,000 acres in Rio Arriba and
Sandoval counties.
- Today, the Jicarilla continue to preserve their traditions, language, and
crafts, with their community serving as a vital link to their historical
settlements.

---

Summary of Apache Settlement Areas in New
Mexico
To better visualize the settlement patterns of the three Apache tribes, here
is a summary:

Chiricahua Apache: Southeastern New Mexico, including Sierra County and1.



Grant County, in mountainous and desert regions.

Mescalero Apache: Central and southern New Mexico, especially in Otero,2.
Lincoln, and Chaves counties, around the Sierra Blanca and Mescalero
Mountains.

Jicarilla Apache: Northern New Mexico, mainly in Rio Arriba, San Juan,3.
Mora, and Union counties, in forested mountainous areas.

---

Conclusion

The settlement of the Apache tribes in New Mexico reflects their
adaptability, cultural diversity, and deep connection to the land. Each tribe
established territories suited to their lifestyle—whether in rugged
mountains, high plains, or forested valleys—shaping their unique identities
and histories in the region.

Today, these tribes continue to honor their ancestral lands through cultural
preservation, sovereignty, and community development. Recognizing where each
Apache tribe settled in New Mexico not only enriches our understanding of
their history but also underscores the importance of respecting indigenous
territories and heritage.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

Which areas did the Apache tribes settle in within
New Mexico?
The Apache tribes settled in various regions of New Mexico, primarily in the
southeastern and southwestern parts of the state, including areas like the



Plains and the mountains.

What are the names of the three Apache tribes that
settled in New Mexico?
The three Apache tribes that settled in New Mexico are the Jicarilla Apache,
the Mescalero Apache, and the Chiricahua Apache.

Where did the Jicarilla Apache primarily settle in
New Mexico?
The Jicarilla Apache primarily settled in the northern and northwestern
regions of New Mexico, particularly in the Jicarilla Mountains and the
surrounding areas.

In which part of New Mexico did the Mescalero Apache
establish their settlements?
The Mescalero Apache established their settlements in the southern and
southeastern parts of New Mexico, especially in the Mescalero Mountains and
the surrounding regions.

Where did the Chiricahua Apache settle in New
Mexico?
The Chiricahua Apache primarily settled in the southwestern regions of New
Mexico, including areas like the Chiricahua Mountains and parts of the
southwestern desert.

How did the settlement locations of the Apache
tribes influence their culture and interactions in
New Mexico?
The diverse settlement locations of the Apache tribes in New Mexico allowed
them to develop distinct cultural practices, adapt to various environments,
and maintain specific relationships with neighboring tribes and Spanish or
American settlers, shaping their unique identities.

Additional Resources
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Understanding the rich tapestry of Native American history in New Mexico
requires a deep dive into the stories of the Apache tribes that historically
inhabited the region. The Apache, known for their resilience, cultural



diversity, and fierce independence, played a significant role in shaping the
history and landscape of New Mexico. Among them, three primary Apache tribes
settled in different parts of the state, each with unique origins,
territories, and cultural practices. This article explores where each of
these tribes settled in New Mexico, shedding light on their historical
presence and ongoing legacy.

---

The Apache Tribes of New Mexico: An Overview

Before delving into the specific territories, it’s essential to understand
that the Apache tribes are a group of culturally related Native American
tribes that migrated and settled across the southwestern United States. Their
history is marked by migrations, conflicts, and alliances, which influenced
their settlement patterns.

The three main Apache tribes associated with New Mexico are:
- The Jicarilla Apache
- The Mescalero Apache
- The Chiricahua Apache

Each tribe's settlement patterns reflect their unique historical trajectories
and interactions with neighboring tribes and European settlers.

---

The Jicarilla Apache: Northern New Mexico's Indigenous Guardians

Origins and Name
The Jicarilla Apache, whose name means “little basket makers,” are believed
to have migrated from northern regions and settled in the northern parts of
New Mexico and southern Colorado. Their name derives from their traditional
craft of basket weaving, which was integral to their culture.

Settlement Areas
The Jicarilla Apache primarily settled in the Jicarilla Mountains and
surrounding areas in northern New Mexico. Their territory extended into parts
of present-day Rio Arriba, Sandoval, and McKinley counties.

Key Locations
- Jicarilla Reservation: Established in 1887, the Jicarilla Apache Nation's
reservation is located in the northeastern part of the state, encompassing
approximately 660 square miles.
- Historic Villages: Before reservation establishment, they inhabited various
villages scattered across the Jicarilla Mountains, with some settlements near
the Pecos River and in the San Juan Basin.

Cultural and Historical Significance
The Jicarilla Apache were semi-nomadic, engaging in hunting, gathering, and
some agriculture. Their territory provided rich resources, including game



animals like elk and deer, and access to water sources vital for their
sustenance.

Today, the Jicarilla Apache continue to maintain their cultural traditions,
language, and governance from their reservation, serving as a vital link to
their ancestral lands.

---

The Mescalero Apache: Southern New Mexico's Mountain Dwellers

Origins and Name
The Mescalero Apache derive their name from the mescal plant (agave), which
was a significant resource for them, used for food, fiber, and ceremonial
purposes. Historically, they are believed to have migrated from the northern
plains and settled in the mountainous regions of southern New Mexico.

Settlement Areas
The Mescalero Apache settled primarily in the Sacramento Mountains and
surrounding areas in southern New Mexico. Their territory spans parts of
present-day Otero, Lincoln, and Chaves counties.

Key Locations
- Mescalero Reservation: Established in 1873, this reservation is situated in
the southeastern part of the Sacramento Mountains, near Ruidoso.
- Historic Camps and Villages: Their traditional settlements were often
located in mountain canyons and forested areas, providing natural defenses
and resources.

Cultural Significance
The Mescalero Apache were adept at mountain hunting and gathering, relying
heavily on the forested environment for resources. Their lifestyle was semi-
nomadic, with seasonal movements to different resource-rich areas.

The Mescalero Apache have a strong identity rooted in their mountain
homeland. They are known for their distinctive dances, crafts, and ceremonies
that reflect their deep connection to the land.

---

The Chiricahua Apache: The Southwest's Fierce Defenders

Origins and Name
The Chiricahua Apache are named after the Chiricahua Mountains in
southeastern Arizona, but their territory historically extended into
southwestern New Mexico. The name "Chiricahua" is believed to mean "high
land" or "mountain ridge."

Settlement Areas
In New Mexico, the Chiricahua were primarily settled in the southeastern
regions, particularly in parts of present-day Hidalgo County, Grant County,



and the surrounding areas.

Key Locations
- Fort Sill and Reservation Camps: During the 19th century, many Chiricahua
were forcibly relocated to reservations, including Fort Sill in Oklahoma, but
their traditional lands included areas in New Mexico.
- Apache Pass: This crucial pass in southeastern Arizona and southwestern New
Mexico served as a strategic corridor for the Chiricahua.

Historical Significance
The Chiricahua Apache are renowned for their resistance against European and
American expansion. Leaders like Geronimo and Cochise emerged from this
tribe, symbolizing their fierce independence. Their settlement patterns were
often mobile, reflecting their guerrilla warfare tactics and resistance to
encroachment.

Many Chiricahua moved between their mountain strongholds and the plains,
engaging in raiding, hunting, and trade. Their adaptation to mountainous
terrain provided natural defenses against invaders.

Today, some Chiricahua descendants reside on reservations in Oklahoma, but
their historical territory in New Mexico remains a vital part of their
cultural heritage.

---

The Legacy of Apache Settlement in New Mexico

The settlement patterns of the Jicarilla, Mescalero, and Chiricahua Apache
tribes not only reflect their adaptation to diverse environments but also
their resilience in the face of colonization, displacement, and cultural
change.

- The Jicarilla Apache continue to thrive on their reservation in northern
New Mexico, maintaining their language and traditions.
- The Mescalero Apache preserve their mountain homeland and cultural
practices in southern New Mexico, contributing significantly to regional
identity.
- The Chiricahua Apache's history of resistance and mobility remains a symbol
of Apache resilience, with many descendants actively involved in cultural
preservation.

---

Conclusion

The three Apache tribes that settled in New Mexico each carved out distinct
territories, shaped by their environmental adaptations and historical
circumstances. From the mountainous regions of the north and south to the
strategic southeastern passes, these tribes have left an indelible mark on
the landscape and culture of New Mexico. Their stories are a testament to a



resilient people who continue to honor their heritage while adapting to
modern realities. Recognizing where each tribe historically settled provides
a vital understanding of their contributions, struggles, and enduring
presence in the Land of Enchantment.
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