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Nelly Cheboi, a remarkable Kenyan innovator and humanitarian, was honored as CNN Hero
of the Year for her inspiring efforts to transform education through technology. She has
dedicated her life to bridging the digital divide for marginalized children in Kenya by
establishing computer labs that serve as gateways to knowledge, skills, and brighter
futures. But in which African nation does Nelly Cheboi carry out her impactful work? The
answer is Kenya, a vibrant East African country known for its diverse landscapes, rich
cultures, and youthful population.

This article explores Nelly Cheboi's inspiring journey, her work in Kenya, and the profound
impact of her initiatives on Kenyan children and communities. We will delve into her
background, the challenges she addresses, her innovative solutions, and the broader
significance of her work within the context of Kenya’s educational landscape.

---

Who Is Nelly Cheboi?

Background and Early Life
Nelly Cheboi was born and raised in Kenya, where she experienced firsthand the challenges
faced by local children in accessing quality education and technology. Growing up in a rural
area, she was acutely aware of the disparities that limited opportunities for many Kenyan
children, especially those from underprivileged backgrounds.

Her passion for education and technology led her to pursue engineering and computer
science, equipping her with the skills to innovate solutions tailored to her community’s
needs.

Her Inspiration and Mission
Nelly Cheboi’s motivation stems from her desire to create equitable educational
opportunities. She envisioned a future where every child, regardless of socio-economic
status, could access digital tools that open doors to learning, creativity, and economic
empowerment.

Her work as a CNN Hero of the Year in 2022 brought global recognition to her efforts,
shining a spotlight on her mission to transform Kenyan education through technology.



---

Nelly Cheboi’s Work in Kenya: Creating Computer
Labs for Children

The Genesis of Her Initiative
Nelly Cheboi founded TechLit Africa, an organization dedicated to building computer labs
and providing digital literacy education to Kenyan children. Her journey began with a simple
yet profound idea: repurpose donated computers to serve children in need.

Her initiative involves collecting used computers, refurbishing them, and installing them in
community centers, schools, and orphanages across Kenya.

Establishing Computer Labs in Kenya
Her approach to creating computer labs involves several key steps:

Donation and Collection: Gathering used computers, laptops, and peripherals from1.
individuals, organizations, and companies worldwide.

Refurbishment and Maintenance: Repairing and upgrading donated devices to2.
ensure they are functional and safe for use by children.

Partnerships with Schools and Communities: Collaborating with local schools,3.
NGOs, and government agencies to identify locations and needs.

Training and Curriculum Development: Providing digital literacy education4.
tailored to different age groups, focusing on skills such as typing, internet safety,
coding, and basic computer operation.

Ongoing Support and Sustainability: Ensuring regular maintenance, updates, and5.
teacher training to sustain the labs’ operations.

Impact of Her Work
Nelly Cheboi’s efforts have led to the establishment of over 20 computer labs across Kenya,
reaching thousands of children who previously had no access to digital technology. The
impact includes:

Enhanced digital literacy among Kenyan youth



Improved educational outcomes and engagement

Increased opportunities for coding and technology skills, opening pathways to future
careers

Empowerment of girls and marginalized groups through inclusive programs

Her work also fosters community development by creating a culture of learning and
innovation.

---

The Broader Context: Education and Technology
in Kenya

Kenya’s Educational Landscape
Kenya has made significant strides in education, with high enrollment rates at the primary
level. However, disparities remain, especially in rural and underserved areas. Challenges
include:

Lack of infrastructure and resources

Insufficient trained teachers in digital skills

Limited access to computers and internet connectivity

Socio-economic barriers preventing children from continuing education

The Role of Technology in Bridging the Gap
Integrating technology into education is seen as a vital strategy to address these
challenges. Digital literacy is increasingly essential for Kenya’s economic growth, as the
country aims to become a middle-income nation through innovation and technology.

Nelly Cheboi’s work aligns with national goals by:

Supporting the Kenya Digital Strategy

Enhancing STEM education at grassroots levels



Encouraging youth entrepreneurship and innovation

Government and NGO Collaborations
While the Kenyan government has launched initiatives like the Digital Literacy Program
(DLP), NGOs and private organizations like TechLit Africa play a crucial role in
supplementing these efforts, especially in remote areas.

---

Why Nelly Cheboi’s Work Is Critical

Addressing Socio-economic Disparities
Nelly’s initiative provides access to technology for children who would otherwise be
excluded due to poverty or geographical isolation, helping to level the playing field.

Fostering Future Innovators
By teaching coding and digital skills early, her programs inspire the next generation of
Kenyan innovators, entrepreneurs, and tech leaders.

Creating Sustainable Community Development
Computer labs serve as community hubs for learning, digital entrepreneurship, and social
engagement, fostering sustainable growth.

---

Recognition and Global Impact

Nelly Cheboi’s Recognition as CNN Hero of the Year
Her award in 2022 brought international attention to her work, inspiring similar initiatives
across Africa and beyond. The recognition highlights the importance of local solutions to
global challenges.



Global Support and Partnerships
Following her award, Nelly has garnered support from international donors, tech
companies, and educational institutions, expanding the reach and sustainability of her
programs.

---

Conclusion: The Significance of Nelly Cheboi’s
Work in Kenya

Nelly Cheboi’s commitment to creating computer labs and promoting digital literacy in
Kenya exemplifies how grassroots innovation can drive substantial social change. Her work
addresses critical educational gaps, empowers youth, and fosters a culture of technology-
driven development in Kenya.

By focusing her efforts within Kenya, Nelly Cheboi is not only transforming individual lives
but also contributing to the nation’s broader economic and social progress. Her story
underscores the power of compassion, ingenuity, and collaboration in creating a more
equitable and innovative future for Kenyan children and communities.

As her initiatives continue to grow, they serve as a beacon of hope and a model for similar
projects across Africa, illustrating how local heroes can make global impacts through
dedicated service and visionary leadership.

---

Summary:
Nelly Cheboi creates computer labs for children in Kenya, an East African nation where she
was born and raised. Her organization, TechLit Africa, refurbishes donated computers and
establishes digital learning centers to enhance access to technology and digital literacy.
Her work addresses significant educational disparities in Kenya, empowering thousands of
children and fostering community development. Recognized globally as CNN Hero of the
Year, Nelly’s efforts exemplify how grassroots initiatives can catalyze sustainable social
change across Africa.

Frequently Asked Questions

In which African country does CNN Hero of the Year
Nelly Cheboi create computer labs for children?
Nelly Cheboi creates computer labs for children in Kenya.



What inspired Nelly Cheboi to establish computer labs
for children in Kenya?
Her desire to improve access to technology and education for underserved children in
Kenya inspired her efforts.

How do Nelly Cheboi's computer labs impact Kenyan
children?
They provide children with access to digital skills, enhance their education, and open up
future opportunities.

What organization did Nelly Cheboi found to support
her mission in Kenya?
She founded the organization called 'TechLit Africa' to build and support computer labs and
digital literacy programs.

How many computer labs has Nelly Cheboi helped
establish in Kenya?
She has helped establish dozens of computer labs across various regions in Kenya.

What challenges does Nelly Cheboi face in creating
computer labs in Kenya?
Challenges include limited infrastructure, funding constraints, and ensuring sustainable
maintenance of the labs.

How has Nelly Cheboi's recognition as CNN Hero of the
Year influenced her work in Kenya?
The recognition has increased awareness, support, and funding for her initiatives, allowing
her to expand her impact.

What is the broader significance of Nelly Cheboi’s work
in Kenya for education in Africa?
Her work highlights the importance of digital literacy in education and serves as a model for
similar initiatives across the continent.

Additional Resources
In What African Nation Does CNN Hero Of The Year, Nelly Cheboi, Create Computer Labs For
Children?



Nelly Cheboi has garnered international recognition as CNN Hero of the Year for her
inspiring work in transforming the educational landscape for children in Africa through the
creation of computer labs and digital learning initiatives. Her efforts primarily focus on
empowering underserved communities with access to technology, thereby bridging the
digital divide and fostering future generations of skilled, tech-savvy individuals. The
question of where she conducts her impactful work is often asked, and the answer is Kenya.
This East African nation has become the epicenter of her innovative projects aimed at
enhancing education through technology.

---

Introduction: Nelly Cheboi and Her Mission

Nelly Cheboi’s journey from a young girl growing up in Kenya to an internationally
acclaimed social entrepreneur is inspiring. Her mission revolves around harnessing
technology to improve educational access and quality for marginalized children.
Recognizing the barriers faced by many Kenyan children—such as lack of infrastructure,
resources, and trained teachers—Cheboi dedicated her efforts to creating sustainable
solutions. Her organization, RebootKamp, is renowned for refurbishing donated computers
and establishing computer labs in schools that previously lacked such facilities.

Her recognition as CNN Hero of the Year in 2023 brought global attention to her work,
emphasizing the transformative power of technology in education. Her projects are not just
about installing computers but also about fostering digital literacy, skills development, and
long-term empowerment for Kenyan youth.

---

Kenya: The Heart of Nelly Cheboi’s Initiatives

Kenya, a country with a rapidly growing technology sector and a burgeoning startup
ecosystem, has become the primary location for Cheboi’s impactful projects. Her work is
concentrated in rural and underserved regions where educational resources are scarce.
Kenya’s government has also made strides in integrating technology into education,
creating a conducive environment for her initiatives to thrive.

Why Kenya?

- Growing Tech Ecosystem: Kenya is known as the "Silicon Savannah" due to its vibrant
technology scene, which makes it an ideal environment for tech-based educational
initiatives.
- Government Support: The Kenyan government has policies supporting digital literacy and
technology integration in schools.
- Community Engagement: Local communities are generally receptive to innovative
educational projects, recognizing their benefits.
- Existing Infrastructure: While rural areas still face challenges, urban centers and some



rural regions have basic infrastructure that can be built upon.

---

Creating Computer Labs for Children: The
Approach

Nelly Cheboi’s approach to creating computer labs is comprehensive, sustainable, and
tailored to the needs of Kenyan children. Her model involves refurbishing donated
computers, training local teachers, and establishing maintenance protocols to ensure the
longevity of the facilities.

Key Features of Her Initiatives

- Refurbished Technology: Cheboi’s team collects discarded or outdated computers,
refurbishes them, and installs necessary software.
- Partnerships: Collaborations with tech companies, NGOs, and local authorities help
facilitate resources and logistics.
- Community Involvement: Local community members are engaged to foster ownership and
sustainability.
- Teacher Training: Equipping educators with the skills to teach digital literacy is central to
her model.
- Curriculum Integration: Developing age-appropriate digital literacy curricula aligned with
national education standards.

Impact on Communities

- Access to Technology: Children gain access to computers and the internet, opening doors
to new learning opportunities.
- Digital Literacy: Students develop essential skills such as typing, internet navigation, and
basic coding.
- Enhanced Learning Outcomes: Integration of technology improves engagement and
comprehension across subjects.
- Career Opportunities: Early exposure to technology prepares students for future
employment in Kenya’s growing digital economy.

---

Specific Projects and Locations

While Nelly Cheboi’s work spans several regions, some notable projects include:

1. Kajiado County

In Kajiado, Cheboi established several computer labs in primary and secondary schools,
focusing on rural communities. The project included training teachers and providing



ongoing technical support.

2. Machakos County

In Machakos, her initiatives have addressed the educational disparities faced by children in
informal settlements, offering them opportunities to learn digital skills.

3. Nairobi Slums

Although Nairobi is urban, many children in informal settlements lack access to reliable
technology. Cheboi’s programs aim to bridge this gap, fostering inclusivity.

---

Challenges Faced in Kenya

Despite her successes, Nelly Cheboi faces several challenges in implementing her projects
across Kenya:

Infrastructure Limitations
- Unreliable electricity supply in rural areas hampers consistent usage of computer labs.
- Limited internet connectivity affects access to online resources.

Financial Constraints
- Sustaining the labs requires ongoing funding for maintenance and updates.
- Securing large-scale support remains competitive.

Cultural and Educational Barriers
- Resistance to change from traditional teaching methods can slow integration.
- Language barriers may require curriculum adaptations for local dialects.

Solutions and Strategies
- Collaborating with local energy providers to explore solar solutions.
- Building local capacity by training community members as technicians.
- Advocating for policy support and increased funding for digital education.

---

Pros and Cons of Nelly Cheboi’s Approach

Pros:
- Sustainable Model: Refurbishing donated computers extends their lifespan and reduces
waste.
- Community Engagement: Local involvement fosters ownership and ensures project
longevity.
- Scalable Framework: The model can be replicated across different regions.



- Empowerment Focus: Emphasizes skills development, not just hardware installation.
- Global Recognition: Highlights the transformative potential of technology in education.

Cons:
- Infrastructure Challenges: Limited access to power and internet can restrict impact.
- Resource Intensive: Requires significant initial investment and ongoing support.
- Cultural Resistance: Adoption may be slow if stakeholders are hesitant to change
traditional methods.
- Limited Reach: Projects may be confined to specific areas and not nationwide.

---

Future Prospects and Expansion

Nelly Cheboi’s work in Kenya is poised for expansion thanks to increased global attention
and local support. Her organization aims to:

- Expand to more counties, especially in underserved regions.
- Integrate coding and advanced digital skills into curricula.
- Develop mobile and offline solutions to overcome connectivity issues.
- Partner with the Kenyan government to scale initiatives nationally.

The long-term goal is to produce a generation of digitally literate youth who can contribute
meaningfully to Kenya’s economy and society.

---

Conclusion: Kenya as the Host of Cheboi’s
Educational Revolution

In conclusion, Kenya is the African nation where CNN Hero of the Year, Nelly Cheboi,
creates innovative computer labs for children. Her work exemplifies how technology can be
leveraged to bridge educational gaps and foster empowerment among marginalized
communities. While challenges remain, her sustainable and community-centered approach
has already made a significant difference in the lives of many Kenyan children. As her
initiatives grow and evolve, Kenya stands to benefit immensely from a digitally prepared
youth ready to participate in the global digital economy. Her story is a testament to the
power of individual and collective effort in transforming societies through education and
technology.
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