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(UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY OF MARJUANA LEGALITY IN THE UNITED STATES REQUIRES A DEEP DIVE INTO THE COUNTRY’S
LEGISLATIVE, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL EVOLUTION. THE QUESTION OF WHEN MARIJUANA BECAME ILLEGAL IS OFTEN ASKED, AND
THE OPTIONS CAN SEEM PERPLEXING. T ODAY, MARIJJUANA REMAINS A CONTROVERSIAL TOPIC, WITH ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT
ITS MEDICAL, RECREATIONAL, AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS. TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION ACCURATELY, IT’S ESSENTIAL TO EXPLORE
THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, KEY LEGISLATIVE MILESTONES, AND SOCIETAL ATTITUDES THAT LED TO THE CRIMINALIZATION OF
MARJUANA IN THE U.S.

HisToriCAL CONTEXT OF MARJUANA IN THE UNITED STATES

MARUUANA, ALSO KNOWN AS CANNABIS, HAS BEEN USED FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS FOR MEDICINAL, RECREATIONAL, AND
INDUSTRIAL PURPOSES. |TS PRESENCE IN THE AMERICAS DATES BACK CENTURIES, WITH INDIGENOUS PEOPLES UTILIZING THE PLANT
FOR VARIOUS USES LONG BEFORE EUROPEAN COLONIZATION. THE PLANT'S INTEGRATION INTO AMERICAN SOCIETY, HOWEVER,
HAS BEEN MARKED BY CHANGING PERCEPTIONS, LEGAL BATTLES, AND SHIFTING POLICIES.

IN THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES, MARJUANA WAS RELATIVELY UNREGULATED IN THE US, OFTEN AVAILABLE IN
PHARMACIES AND USED IN MEDICINAL PRODUCTS. THE TRANSFORMATION TOW ARD PROHIBITION BEGAN IN THE EARLY TQOOS,
INFLUENCED BY SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL FACTORS.

EARLY ATTITUDES AND REGULATIONS TOWARD MARJJUANA

19TH CeNTURY VIEWS

IN THE 1 8008, CANNABIS WAS LARGELY VIEWED AS A MEDICINAL HERB. T WAS INCLUDED IN VARIOUS PATENT MEDICINES AND
TINCTURES SOLD OVER THE COUNTER. MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS RECOGNIZED ITS THERAPEUTIC PROPERTIES, AND THERE WAS
LITTLE PUBLIC CONCERN ABOUT ITS USE.

SHIFT IN PERCEPTION

HO\X/EVER, AS THE 20TH CENTURY APPROACHED, ATTITUDES STARTED TO CHANGE. CONCERNS ABOUT IMMIGRATION, RACIAL
STEREOTYPES, AND MORAL PANIC FUELED NEGATIVE PERCEPTIONS OF MARJUANA. MEDIA CAMPAIGNS AND PROPAGANDA PLAYED
SIGNIFICANT ROLES IN SHAPING PUBLIC OPINION.

THE LEGISLATION TIMELINE: FROM T OLERANCE TO CRIMINALIZATION

THE HISTORY OF MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION AND PROHIBITION IN THE U.S. IS MARKED BY KEY LEGISLATIVE ACTS THAT REFLECT
CHANGING SOCIETAL ATTITUDES.



1930s AND THE BEGINNING OF MARJUANA PROHIBITION

THE MOST PIVOTAL MOMENT IN MARJUANA PROHIBITION CAME IN THE 1930s. SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THIS SHIFT:

- THE RISE OF ANTI-DRUG CAMPAIGNS, PARTICULARLY THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF NARCOTICS LED BY HARRY ANSLINGER.
- RACIAL AND ETHNIC PREJUDICES, ESPECIALLY AGAINST MEXICAN IMMIGRANTS AND AFRICAN AMERICANS WHO WERE
ASSOCIATED WITH MARJUANA USE.

- THE PORTRAYAL OF MARIJUANA AS A DANGEROUS AND ADDICTIVE DRUG IN MEDIA AND GOVERNMENT PROPAGANDA.

THE MARIHUANA TAX AcT oF 1937

THE CORRECT ANSWER TO THE QUIZ QUESTION IS C. 1937. THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT ofF 1937 WAS THE FIRST FEDERAL
LAW THAT EFFECTIVELY CRIMINALIZED MARJUANA ACROSS THE UNITED STATES. |T IMPOSED HEAVY TAXES ON THE SALE,
POSSESSION, AND TRANSFER OF CANNABIS, MAKING IT EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN LEGALLY.

Key POINTS ABOUT THE MARIHUANA TAax AcT oF 1937:

- IT WAS MODELED ON THE HARRISON NARCOTICS TAX ACT oF 19 14, EXTENDING SIMILAR RESTRICTIONS TO CANNABIS.

- THE LAW DID NOT OUTRIGHT BAN MAR|JUANA BUT REQUIRED REGISTRATION, TAXES, AND RECORD-KEEPING, WHICH ACTED AS A
DE FACTO BAN.

- THE ACT WAS DRIVEN BY CONCERNS OVER RACIAL STEREOTYPES, ECONOMIC INTERESTS, AND POLITICAL MOTIVES.

FURTHER CRIMINALIZATION AND THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT oF 1970

FoLLOWING THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT, ATTITUDES CONTINUED TO HARDEN. THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT oF 1970
CLASSIFIED MARJUANA AS A SCHEDULE | DRUG, INDICATING A HIGH POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE AND NO ACCEPTED MEDICAL USE. THIS
CLASSIFICATION REINFORCED THE CRIMINALIZATION OF MARJUANA AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL.

WHyY 1937 Is THE CORRECT ANSWER

THE OPTIONS PROVIDED IN THE QUIZ ARE:

-A1776
-B. 1850
-C. 1937
-D. 1492

OF THESE, 1937 IS THE ACCURATE YEAR WHEN MARIJUANA WAS FIRST MADE ILLEGAL AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL IN THE U.S.
THROUGH THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT. WHILE MARJUANA WAS USED MEDICINALLY PRIOR TO THIS, AND VARIOUS LOCAL LAWS
EXISTED EARLIER, THE FEDERAL LEGISLATION OF 1937 MARKED THE OFFICIAL CRIMINALIZATION.

\WHY NOT 17767

- 1776 1S THE YEAR OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. T HERE WERE NO LAWS REGARDING MARIJUANA AT THAT TIME BECAUSE THE
CONCEPT OF FEDERAL DRUG LAWS DID NOT EXIST.

WHY NoT 1850°

- IN THE MID- 1 8005, MARIJUANA REMAINED LARGELY UNREGULATED AND WAS USED MEDICINALLY. THE PUSH TOWARD
PROHIBITION HAD NOT YET BEGUN.

WHY NOT 1492°



- 1492 marks COLUMBUS'S VOYAGE AND THE EUROPEAN DISCOVERY OF THE AMERICAS. |T PREDATES THE USE OR REGULATION
OF MARIJUANA IN THE NEW W/ ORLD.

THE IMPACT OF THE 1937 MARIHUANA TAX ACT

THE PASSAGE OF THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT oF 1937 HAD PROFOUND EFFECTS ON AMERICAN SOCIETY:

- |T INITIATED A LONG HISTORY OF MARIJUANA CRIMINALIZATION.

- |T CONTRIBUTED TO RACIAL STEREOTYPES, LINKING MARJUANA TO MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES.
- |T LED TO A DECLINE IN MEDICINAL AND INDUSTRIAL USE, SUCH AS HEMP FARMING.

- |T LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR SUBSEQUENT DRUG LAWS TARGETING CANNABIS.

MoDERN PERSPECTIVES AND LEGAL REFORMS

IN RECENT DECADES, ATTITUDES TOWARD MARJUANA HAVE SHIFTED SIGNIFICANTLY. SEVERAL STATES HAVE LEGALIZED MEDICAL
AND RECREATIONAL USE, CHALLENGING FEDERAL POLICIES. THIS EVOLVING LANDSCAPE REFLECTS CHANGING SOCIETAL VALUES,
RECOGNITION OF MEDICINAL BENEFITS, AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES.

NOTABLE DEVELOPMENTS INCLUDE:

- MEDICAL MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION IN STATES LIKE CALIFORNIA, COLORADO, AND OTHERS.
- RECREATIONAL CANNABIS LAWS ENACTED IN MULTIPLE STATES.

- ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT FEDERAL LEGALIZATION AND REGULATION.

- THE MOVEMENT TOW ARD DECRIMINALIZATION AND EXPUNGEMENT OF PAST CONVICTIONS.

CONCLUSION

THE HISTORY OF MARIJUANA IN THE UNITED STATES IS COMPLEX AND MULTIFACETED. W/HILE USE AND PERCEPTION HAVE
EVOLVED OVER CENTURIES, THE OFFICIAL CRIMINALIZATION AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL BEGAN WITH THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT OF
1937. THIS LEGISLATION MARKED THE START OF A LONG ERA OF PROHIBITION THAT CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE POLICY AND
SOCIETAL ATTITUDES TODAY.

SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS:

- MARJUANA WAS USED MEDICINALLY AND INDUSTRIALLY BEFORE THE 20TH CENTURY.

- THE 1937 MARIHUANA TAX ACT WAS THE FIRST FEDERAL LAW TO CRIMINALIZE MARIJUANA.

- SUBSEQUENT LAWS FURTHER ENTRENCHED PROHIBITION, CULMINATING IN THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT oF 1970.

- RECENT REFORMS REFLECT CHANGING PERCEPTIONS, RECOGNIZING MEDICINAL AND RECREATIONAL BENEFITS.

UNDERSTANDING THIS HISTORY IS ESSENTIAL FOR INFORMED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT DRUG POLICY, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE MOVING FORW ARD.
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FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS



\¥/HEN DID MARJUANA BECOME ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STATES?

MARIJUANA BECAME ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STATES IN 1937.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE YEAR 1937 REGARDING MARJUANA LAWS?

IN 1937, THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT WAS PASSED, EFFECTIVELY CRIMINALIZING MARJUANA AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL.

W AS MARJJUANA ILLEGAL IN THE U.S. Berore 19377

Berore 1937, MARJUANA WAS NOT BROADLY ILLEGAL, BUT SOME STATES HAD LOCAL RESTRICTIONS; IT WAS FEDERALLY
CRIMINALIZED WITH THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT oF 1937.

How pib THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT oF 1937 IMPACT MARIJUANA USE IN THE U.S.P

THE ACT IMPOSED STRICT REGULATIONS AND TAXES ON MARJUANA , LEADING TO INCREASED RESTRICTIONS AND
CRIMINALIZATION NATIONWIDE.

IS THE LEGAL STATUS OF MARJUANA IN THE U.S. STILL INFLUENCED BY LAWS FROM
1937°

YES/ THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT oF 1937 SET THE FOUNDATION FOR MARIJUANA PROHIBITION, INFLUENCING SUBSEQUENT
FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

MARIJUANA HAS BEEN A TOPIC OF SIGNIFICANT LEGAL AND SOCIAL DEBATE IN THE UNITED STATES FOR OVER A CENTURY. ITS
LEGAL STATUS HAS EVOLVED DRAMATICALLY FROM PERIODS OF RELATIVELY OPEN USE TO OUTRIGHT PROHIBITION, SHAPING
POLICIES, PERCEPTIONS, AND RESEARCH RELATED TO CANNABIS. TO UNDERSTAND THE ROOTS OF THIS TRANSFORMATION, IT’S
ESSENTIAL TO EXPLORE THE HISTORICAL TIMELINE THAT LED TO MARUUANA’S ILLEGAL STATUS IN THE U.S. THIS ARTICLE
DELVES INTO THE ORIGINS OF MARJUANA PROHIBITION, FOCUSING ON THE PIVOTAL YEAR OF 1937, AND CONTEXTUALIZES THE
BROADER HISTORICAL AND LEGISLATIVE LANDSCAPE.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF MARJUANA IN THE UNITED STATES

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE SPECIFICS OF LEGALIZATION AND PROHIBITION, IT’S VITAL TO UNDERSTAND THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT
IN WHICH MARJUANA WAS INTRODUCED AND USED IN AMERICA. CANNABIS, THE PLANT FROM WHICH MARJUANA IS DERIVED, HAS A
LONG HISTORY DATING BACK THOUSANDS OF YEARS, WITH ITS USE DOCUMENTED IN ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS.

EARLY USE AND IMPORTATION

- CANNABIS WAS ORIGINALLY CULTIVATED IN CENTRAL AND SOUTH ASIA FOR FIBER, MEDICINAL, AND PSYCHOACTIVE PURPOSES.
- IN THE 19 TH CENTURY, CANNABIS EXTRACTS AND TINCTURES BECAME POPULAR IN \WW/ESTERN MEDICINE, USED FOR VARIOUS
AILMENTS INCLUDING PAIN RELIEF AND MUSCLE SPASMS.

- THE PLANT WAS INTRODUCED INTO THE U.S. PRIMARILY THROUGH IMMIGRATION, ESPECIALLY FROM REGIONS WHERE CANNABIS
WAS TRADITIONALLY USED.

19TH CENTURY ATTITUDES

- DURING THE ]8005, CANNABIS-BASED MEDICINES WERE WIDELY AVAILABLE IN PHARMACIES.



- THE SUBSTANCE WAS GENERALLY VIEWED AS A MEDICINAL PRODUCT WITH MINIMAL CONCERNS ABOUT RECREATIONAL USE.
- NO SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATION TARGETED MARJUANA AT THIS TIME; IT WAS LARGELY UNREGULATED AND CONSIDERED JUST
ANOTHER BOTANICAL REMEDY.

THE TURNING POINT: 1937 AND THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT

THE PIVOTAL YEAR IN THE HISTORY OF MARIJUANA PROHIBITION IN THE U.S. IS 1937, MARKED BY THE PASSAGE OF THE
MARIHUANA TAX ACT. THIS LEGISLATION EFFECTIVELY CRIMINALIZED MARJUANA AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL AND SIGNALED A SHIFT
IN SOCIETAL ATTITUDES, DRIVEN BY POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND RACIAL FACTORS.

THE MARIHUANA TAX AcT oF 1937: LEGISLATION OVERVIEW

- INTRODUCTION: SPONSORED BY HARRY ANSLINGER, THE FIRST COMMISSIONER OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF NARCOTICS, THE
MARIHUANA TAX ACT WAS DESIGNED TO REGULATE AND TAX THE SALE OF CANNABIS.

- PROVISIONS: |T IMPOSED HEFTY TAXES ON ANYONE DEALING WITH MARJUANA , EFFECTIVELY MAKING POSSESSION AND
TRANSFER ILLEGAL WITHOUT PAYING THE TAX.

- IMPLICATIONS: THE ACT CRIMINALIZED THE POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA UNLESS A TAX STAMP WAS AFFIXED, WHICH WAS
NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN LEGALLY, THUS CRIMINALIZING THE DRUG DE FACTO.

FAcTORS LEADING TO THE 1937 LEGISLATION

SEVERAL INTERTWINED FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE PASSAGE OF THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT:

1. RACIAL AND ETHNIC BIASES

- PROPAGANDA LINKED MARJUANA USE TO MEXICAN IMMIGRANTS, AFRICAN AMERICANS, AND OTHER MARGINALIZED GROUPS.

- MEDIA CAMPAIGNS PROPAGATED FEARS OF VIOLENCE AND MORAL DECAY ASSOCIATED WITH MARJUANA USE AMONG MINORITY
COMMUNITIES.

- THIS RACIALIZED RHETORIC FOSTERED PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR RESTRICTIVE LAWS.

2. EconoMic INTERESTS

- THE RISE OF THE SYNTHETIC TEXTILE INDUSTRY AND THE DECLINE OF HEMP AS AN INDUSTRIAL CROP CREATED ECONOMIC
MOTIVES TO SUPPRESS HEMP CULTIVATION.

- THe DUPONT COMPANY AND OTHER INDUSTRIALISTS PROMOTED NARRATIVES THAT FRAMED HEMP AS A DANGEROUS DRUG,
DIVERTING ATTENTION FROM ECONOMIC COMPETITION.

3. PoLiTicaL AND SociaL CLIMATE

- THE 1930s WAS A PERIOD OF SOCIAL UPHEAVAL, WITH FEARS OF CRIME, MORAL DECLINE, AND FOREIGN INFLUENCE.

- HARRY ANSLINGER AND THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF NARCOTICS PRIORITIZED DRUG CONTROL, OFTEN USING SENSATIONALIZED
STORIES TO JUSTIFY LEGISLATION.

4. MeplA AND PROPAGANDA

- THE MEDIA PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN SHAPING PUBLIC PERCEPTION.

- FILMS LIKE “REEFER MADNESS” DEPICTED MARJUANA AS A GATEWAY TO INSANITY AND VIOLENCE, ALTHOUGH THESE CLAIMS
WERE LARGELY EXAGGERATED.

IMPACT OF THE 1937 LEGISLATION

- THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT MARKED THE START OF FEDERAL PROHIBITION, EFFECTIVELY CRIMINALIZING MARJUANA.
- |T SET A PRECEDENT FOR FUTURE DRUG LAWS, INCLUDING THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AcT oF 1970.



- THE ACT CRIMINALIZED POSSESSION, SALE, AND CULTIVATION OF MARIJUANA , WITH PENALTIES RANGING FROM FINES TO
IMPRISONMENT.

EvoLUTION oF MARJJUANA LAWS: FROM PROHIBITION TO MODERN
LEGALIZATION

WHILE 1937 REPRESENTS THE OFFICIAL START OF MARUUANA/S ILLEGAL STATUS, ITS LEGAL LANDSCAPE HAS UNDERGONE
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES OVER THE DECADES.

MiD-20TH CenTURY: CONTINUED ENFORCEMENT AND REEVALUATION

- THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT CLASSIFIED MARJUANA AS A SCHEDULE | DRUG, INDICATING HIGH POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE
AND NO ACCEPTED MEDICAL USE.

- ENFORCEMENT INTENSIFIED, LEADING TO MASS ARRESTS AND SOCIETAL STIGMATIZATION.

- DespITE PROHIBITION, SOME STATES BEGAN EXPERIMENTING WITH MEDICAL USE IN THE LATE 20TH CENTURY.

2 1sT CENTURY: LEGALIZATION AND DECRIMINALIZATION

- STARTING WITH CALIFORNIA'S PROPOSITION 215 IN 1996, SEVERAL STATES BEGAN LEGALIZING MEDICAL MARJUANA.

- As oF 2023, NUMEROUS STATES AND THE DISTRICT oF COLUMBIA HAVE LEGALIZED RECREATIONAL MARJUANA , REFLECTING
SHIFTING PUBLIC OPINION.

- FEDERAL LAWS REMAIN UNCHANGED, CREATING A COMPLEX LEGAL LANDSCAPE WHERE STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS SOMETIMES
CONFLICT.

Key TAKEAWAYS AND SUMMARY

- MARJUANA HAS BEEN ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STATES SINCE 1937, BEGINNING WITH THE MARIHUANA TAX ACT, WHICH WAS
ENACTED PRIMARILY DUE TO RACIAL BIASES, ECONOMIC INTERESTS, AND SENSATIONALIZED MEDIA CAMPAIGNS.

- THE LEGISLATION MARKED A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT FROM THE RELATIVELY OPEN MEDICINAL USE OF CANNABIS TO FEDERAL
PROHIBITION.

- THE PROHIBITION ERA LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR DECADES OF STRICT ENFORCEMENT, RESEARCH RESTRICTIONS, AND SOCIETAL
STIGMATIZATION.

- RECENT DECADES HAVE SEEN A TREND TOWARD LEGALIZATION, THOUGH FEDERAL LAW STILL CLASSIFIES MARJUANA AS A
SCHEDULE | SUBSTANCE, COMPLICATING NATIONAL POLICY.

ConcLusIioN: UNDERSTANDING THE RooTSs oF MARJUANA PROHIBITION

THE HISTORY OF MARIJUANA IN THE UNITED STATES ILLUSTRATES HOW SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC FACTORS
CONVERGE TO SHAPE DRUG LAWS. THE 1937 MARIHUANA TAX ACT REMAINS A CRITICAL TURNING POINT, REFLECTING FEARS
AND BIASES RATHER THAN SCIENTIFIC CONSENSUS. RECOGNIZING THIS HISTORY IS ESSENTIAL FOR INFORMED DISCUSSIONS ON
ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT LEGALIZATION, REGULATION, AND RESEARCH. AS PUBLIC ATTITUDES CONTINUE TO EVOLVE,



UNDERSTANDING THE ORIGINS OF PROHIBITION HELPS CONTEXTUALIZE CURRENT POLICY DEBATES AND THE BROADER SOCIETAL
IMPLICATIONS SURROUNDING MARIJUANA.

IN ESSENCE, MARIJUANA HAS BEEN ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STATES SINCE 1937 — A LEGISLATIVE MILESTONE DRIVEN BY
COMPLEX MOTIVES THAT CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE DRUG POLICY TODAY.
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