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The statement that the election of 1824 resulted in Andrew Jackson being elected
president is false. While Andrew Jackson was a prominent figure in the 1824 presidential
race and a significant political force during that era, he was not the winner of the 1824
election. Instead, the election was one of the most controversial and complex in American
history, ultimately leading to the presidency of John Quincy Adams. To understand why
this is the case, it is essential to examine the political landscape of the time, the
candidates involved, the electoral process, and the consequences of the 1824 election.

The Political Context of the 1824 Election

The 1824 presidential election took place during a period of rapid political change in the
United States. The so-called "Era of Good Feelings" was concluding, and the nation was
experiencing increasing political rivalry and the development of new party alignments.

The Decline of the Federalist Party

By the early 1820s, the Federalist Party, which had been a major political force opposing
the Democratic-Republicans, was essentially defunct. The Democratic-Republican Party
had become the dominant political organization, but internal divisions were beginning to
emerge, setting the stage for new political factions.

The Rise of Jackson and the Democratic-Republicans

Andrew Jackson, a military hero and a populist figure from Tennessee, rose to prominence
in the early 1820s. His reputation was cemented by his leadership in the War of 1812,
particularly the Battle of New Orleans. Jackson championed the interests of the "common
man" and sought to challenge the existing political elite.

During this period, the Democratic-Republican Party was splintering, with different
factions vying for control. Jackson's supporters began to coalesce into what would become
the Democratic Party, emphasizing states' rights and populist policies.



The Candidates of the 1824 Election

Several prominent figures sought the presidency in 1824, reflecting the fragmentation of
the political landscape:

¢ John Quincy Adams - Secretary of State, son of former President John Adams,
representing the National Republican faction.

e Andrew Jackson - A war hero from Tennessee, advocating for the common man,
representing the Democratic-Republicans.

e William H. Crawford - Secretary of the Treasury, a Georgia senator, supporter of
states’ rights and limited federal power.

e Henry Clay - Speaker of the House, a Kentucky senator, known for his "American
System" and influential in legislative matters.

e John Quincy Adams and others also ran, reflecting the lack of a unified party
system at the time.

This multitude of candidates underscored the absence of a clear party system and the
fragmented political environment.

The Electoral Process and the Outcome of 1824

The 1824 election was conducted under the electoral college system, with each state
choosing electors who cast their votes for president.

Electoral Vote Results

The electoral vote count was as follows:

1. Andrew Jackson - 99 votes
2. John Quincy Adams - 84 votes
3. William H. Crawford - 41 votes

4. Henry Clay - 37 votes



While Jackson received the highest number of electoral votes, he did not reach the
required majority (which at the time was 131 votes out of 261).

The Role of the House of Representatives

According to the 12th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, when no candidate secures a
majority of electoral votes, the election is decided by the House of Representatives. In this
process:

- The House chooses among the top three candidates.
- Each state delegation has one vote.

- A candidate needs a majority of the states to win.

Because Jackson had the most electoral votes but did not secure a majority, the decision
was passed to the House.

The Controversy and the "Corrupt Bargain"

The House of Representatives held a series of votes to select the president. The outcome
was:

- John Quincy Adams was chosen as president.

- Andrew Jackson's supporters accused Adams and Henry Clay of forming a "corrupt
bargain."

The Role of Henry Clay

Henry Clay, the Speaker of the House, was a prominent candidate and also the head of the
House Committee on Ways and Means. He was influential in the decision-making process.

- Clay threw his support behind John Quincy Adams.
- After Adams was elected, he appointed Henry Clay as Secretary of State—a position that

was considered a stepping stone to the presidency.

Jackson's supporters decried this as a backroom deal, claiming that Clay and Adams had
conspired to deny Jackson the presidency despite his popular support.

The Impact of the "Corrupt Bargain"

This controversy cast a shadow over Adams' presidency and fueled Jacksonian opposition.
Jackson's supporters believed that the election had been stolen through political



manipulation, which intensified popular support for Jackson and his political movement.

Why Andrew Jackson Was Not Elected in 1824

Despite winning the largest share of the popular and electoral votes, Andrew Jackson did
not become president in 1824. The reasons include:

- He failed to secure a majority of electoral votes.

- The election was decided by the House of Representatives.

- The House chose John Quincy Adams, possibly influenced by political negotiations and
alliances.

Jackson's failure to win in 1824 was a pivotal moment, but it did not diminish his
popularity. It set the stage for his subsequent campaigns and eventual victory in 1828.

The Aftermath and Jackson’s Rise to Power

Following the 1824 election, Jackson and his supporters became increasingly active in
politics. Jackson's campaign for the 1828 election was highly successful, leading to his
presidency.

Key developments include:

- Formation of the Democratic Party, championing Jackson's populist ideals.
- Jackson's victories in national elections, culminating in his 1828 win.
- The transformation of American politics into a more democratic and populist era.

Summary: Clarifying the Statement

To reiterate, the original statement—"The election of 1824 resulted in Andrew Jackson
being elected president"—is false. Jackson did not win the presidency in 1824; instead,
John Quincy Adams was elected by the House of Representatives following a contentious
electoral process. Jackson's significant popular support and electoral votes made him a
leading figure, but the political machinations of that year prevented him from ascending to
the presidency until his successful campaign in 1828.



Conclusion

The 1824 election is a defining moment in American political history. It exposed the
weaknesses of the existing electoral system, highlighted the growing influence of popular
support, and marked the beginning of Jacksonian democracy. While Jackson's path to the
presidency was delayed by the complexities of the 1824 election, his political career
ultimately reshaped the American political landscape, emphasizing the importance of the
common voter and expanding democratic participation.

Understanding the events of 1824 helps contextualize the evolution of American politics
and clarifies why the statement about Jackson's victory that year is inaccurate. Instead,
the 1824 election serves as a turning point that set the stage for Jackson's eventual rise to
the presidency and the expansion of American democracy.

In summary:

- The statement is false.

- Andrew Jackson was a major candidate but did not win in 1824.

- The election was decided by the House of Representatives in favor of John Quincy Adams.
- Jackson’s supporters called the outcome a "corrupt bargain," fueling his political
movement.

- Jackson became president later, in 1828, marking a shift toward broader democratic
participation.

Understanding the nuances of the 1824 election provides insight into the evolving
American political system and the rise of populist leadership.

Frequently Asked Questions

Did Andrew Jackson win the presidential election of
18247?

No, Andrew Jackson did not win the electoral vote in 1824; the election was decided by the
House of Representatives.

Was the election of 1824 decided by the popular vote?

False, the election of 1824 was decided by the House of Representatives because no
candidate secured a majority of electoral votes.

Did the election of 1824 result in John Quincy Adams
becoming president?

True, John Quincy Adams was elected president by the House of Representatives after the



1824 election.

Was Andrew Jackson declared the winner of the 1824
election?

False, Andrew Jackson was not declared the winner; he had the most popular and electoral
votes but did not secure enough to win outright.

Did the 1824 election lead to the 'Corrupt Bargain'
controversy?

True, many believed that a 'Corrupt Bargain' occurred between John Quincy Adams and
Henry Clay during the election's conclusion.

Additional Resources
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The 1824 United States presidential election is often remembered as one of the most
contentious and complex contests in American political history. A common misconception
is that Andrew Jackson, the popular war hero from the Battle of New Orleans, emerged
victorious and was elected president in that year. However, the truth is quite different. In
fact, Andrew Jackson did not win the presidency in 1824; instead, the election was decided
through a unique process that ultimately resulted in John Quincy Adams becoming the
sixth President of the United States. This article explores the details of the 1824 election,
clarifies the role and outcome for Andrew Jackson, and examines its significance in
American political history.

The Context of the 1824 FElection

Understanding the electoral landscape of 1824 requires a grasp of the political
environment during that period. The early 19th century was characterized by the decline
of the Federalist Party and the rise of what was known as the "Era of Good Feelings," a
time of relative political unity following the War of 1812. However, beneath this surface,
intense rivalries and factions persisted, especially within the Democratic-Republican
Party, which was the dominant political force.

By 1824, the Democratic-Republican Party was effectively the only major party, but it was
factionalized into different regional and ideological camps. These factions coalesced
around four leading presidential candidates:

- Andrew Jackson, a military hero from Tennessee and a supporter of populist policies.
- John Quincy Adams, the Secretary of State and son of former President John Adams.



- William H. Crawford, a prominent Georgia politician and Secretary of the Treasury.
- Henry Clay, Speaker of the House from Kentucky and a statesman known for his
"American System."

The competition among these candidates reflected regional interests, political
philosophies, and personal ambitions.

The Electoral Process in 1824

At that time, the U.S. Constitution stipulated that the president would be chosen by the
Electoral College. However, unlike today, there was no formal primary system to narrow
down candidates; instead, the parties held conventions or relied on congressional and
state legislatures to select their nominees.

In 1824, the four candidates ran without official party endorsements, although they
represented different regional bases and political philosophies. Voters cast their ballots
for electors committed to a particular candidate, and the candidate with the most electoral
votes would typically become president.

The key details of the electoral vote count were as follows:

- Andrew Jackson: 99 electoral votes

- John Quincy Adams: 84 electoral votes
- William H. Crawford: 41 electoral votes
- Henry Clay: 37 electoral votes

While Jackson led in both the popular vote and electoral votes, he did not secure a
majority of the electoral votes (which at that time required at least 131 out of 261 votes).
Because no candidate had achieved an outright majority, the election was sent to the
House of Representatives for a contingent election, as mandated by the 12th Amendment.

The House of Representatives Decides: The
Contingent Election

The 1824 election entered uncharted territory, as it was one of the few instances where
the House of Representatives had to choose the president. According to the rules, the
House would select the president from the top three candidates in the electoral
vote—Andrew Jackson, John Quincy Adams, and William Crawford (Henry Clay was
eliminated because he finished fourth).

The process involved:



- Each state delegation in the House casts one vote.

- A candidate needed a majority of the state votes (at least 13 out of 24 states) to win.

- The vote was influenced by political negotiations, regional considerations, and personal
alliances.

The outcome was surprising and contentious. Despite Jackson's popularity and the fact
that he had received the most electoral and popular votes, he did not secure enough state
delegations to win.

The decisive vote went to John Quincy Adams, who secured 13 state delegations, just
enough to win the presidency. The election concluded with Adams being declared the
winner, and he was inaugurated as the sixth U.S. president in March 1825.

Andrew Jackson’s Role and the Controversy

Many Americans believed that Jackson, as the candidate with the most votes, had been
robbed of victory. His supporters decried the outcome as a "Corrupt Bargain," a term that
would resonate through American political discourse for decades.

Key points to consider about Jackson's role and the controversy:

- Jackson's supporters argued that the election was unfair because he had the popular vote
and the most electoral votes, yet did not become president.

- The role of Henry Clay was pivotal; as Speaker of the House, he held considerable
influence over the House vote. Clay, who was eliminated after the first ballot, threw his
support behind Adams, partly due to policy alignments and political strategies.

- After Adams' victory, Clay was appointed Secretary of State—a position often seen as a
stepping stone to the presidency—Ileading Jackson's supporters to accuse the two men of a
"corrupt bargain."

This controversy fueled political rivalry and helped Jackson mobilize a new political
movement, leading to the rise of the Democratic Party and his eventual presidency in
1828.

The Misconception: Did Jackson Win in 1824?

The statement that "the election of 1824 resulted in Andrew Jackson being elected
president that year" is false. While Jackson was the most popular and the leading
candidate in terms of votes, he did not win the presidency in 1824. The election was
ultimately decided by the House of Representatives, which chose John Quincy Adams.

Summary of facts:



- Jackson received the highest number of electoral and popular votes.

- No candidate secured a majority of electoral votes.

- The House of Representatives elected Adams as president.

- Jackson’s supporters believed the outcome was unjust, which led to significant political
upheaval.

Therefore, Jackson’s official presidency began in 1829, following his successful campaign
in 1828, not in 1824.

The Political Aftermath and Legacy

The contested election of 1824 had lasting implications for American politics:

- Rise of the Democratic Party: Jackson's supporters organized around him, forming the
Democratic Party, which would dominate American politics for decades.

- End of the Era of Good Feelings: The election marked the end of political unity and the
emergence of modern partisan politics.

- Change in Electoral Politics: The controversy contributed to reforms in the electoral
process, including more transparent primary systems and increased voter participation.

- Jackson's Presidency: Jackson finally became president in 1828, renowned for his
populist policies, expansion of presidential power, and controversial stances on issues like
Indian removal.

The election of 1824 is often viewed as a turning point in American political development,
revealing the complexities of electoral politics and the importance of political alliances.

Conclusion

In summary, the statement that "the election of 1824 resulted in Andrew Jackson being
elected president that year" is false. Jackson was the most popular candidate and led in
votes, but the election was decided by the House of Representatives, which elected John
Quincy Adams. The election’s contentious nature, the so-called "Corrupt Bargain," and
Jackson’s subsequent rise to the presidency in 1828 make it a pivotal episode in American
history.

Understanding the nuances of the 1824 election helps clarify the evolution of the U.S.
electoral system and the political landscape of the early 19th century. It also underscores
the importance of recognizing the difference between popular support, electoral votes,
and the official outcome of a presidential election.

In essence, Andrew Jackson’s presidency did not begin in 1824, but rather four years later,
after a hard-fought and highly consequential election that reshaped American politics.
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