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In C.S. Lewis's classic novel The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, the Professor plays a subtle yet
pivotal role in guiding the Pevensie children as they navigate the magical land of Narnia. One of the
key moments in the story involves the children's differing accounts of their experiences—Lucy’s
truthful, vivid descriptions versus Edmund’s more dubious and self-serving version. The Professor’s
advice to the children about whether to believe Lucy or Edmund reflects profound themes of
honesty, trust, and discernment. His guidance underscores the importance of listening carefully,
evaluating evidence, and maintaining faith in one’s own judgment, especially when faced with
conflicting stories. This article explores the depth of the Professor’s advice, its implications for the
children, and how it echoes timeless lessons about truth and belief.

---

The Context of the Professor’s Advice

The Children’s Divergent Accounts

Before the Professor offers his counsel, the Pevensie children find themselves at a crossroads of
trust. Lucy, the youngest, insists she has traveled to Narnia and met the faun, Mr. Tumnus. Her
story is earnest and consistent, and she is visibly excited about her adventure. Conversely, Edmund’s
account is suspicious; he claims he was with Lucy and saw everything she described, yet he also
tries to conceal his own secret visit to Narnia, where he encounters the White Witch. His story is
inconsistent and tinged with deceit, creating doubt among the children.

The Significance of the Conflicting Stories

This divergence raises an essential question: whom should the children believe? Is Lucy’s honest
enthusiasm trustworthy, or does Edmund’s more guarded narrative hold some truth? The Professor’s
advice becomes crucial in helping the children navigate their doubts and decide whom to trust.

---



The Professor’s Perspective on Trust and Truth

The Value of Honesty and Sincerity

The Professor emphasizes the importance of sincerity and honesty, especially from Lucy, who is
straightforward and truthful in her recounting. He recognizes her innocence and the genuine nature
of her feelings, implying that her account warrants serious consideration.

Key points the Professor highlights about honesty:

Children’s stories should be taken seriously when told sincerely.

Honest accounts are often the most reliable, especially when consistent over time.

Trusting in sincerity can lead to discovering the truth, even in fantastical situations.

The Danger of Deception and Self-Interest

When it comes to Edmund, the Professor is more cautious. He detects that Edmund’s story may be
motivated by self-interest or mischief, warning the children to be wary of those who might deceive
for personal gain.

The Professor advises:

To question motives behind stories, especially when they seem self-serving.1.

That deception can cloud judgment and lead to misunderstandings.2.

To observe behavior and consistency over time as indicators of truthfulness.3.

---

Advice on How to Discern Whom to Believe

Listening Carefully and Observing Actions

The Professor stresses that listening is vital, but it must be complemented by careful observation.



Children should pay attention not just to words but also to actions and demeanor.

He suggests:

Assess whether the storyteller’s actions align with their words.

Look for consistency in their stories across different instances.

Be mindful of signs of deceit, such as nervousness or evasiveness.

The Importance of Personal Judgment

The Professor encourages the children to trust their own judgment and intuition, especially when
faced with conflicting accounts. He implies that trusting one's senses and reasoning is crucial.

His advice includes:

Believe in your own capacity to discern the truth.1.

Use logical reasoning to evaluate stories.2.

Remain open-minded but cautious when evidence is lacking or conflicting.3.

Balancing Faith and Evidence

While the Professor respects honesty, he also recognizes that not everything can be immediately
proven. Sometimes, trusting a sincere account is necessary even when evidence is limited.

He advises:

Maintain a balance between healthy skepticism and open-mindedness.

Be willing to accept stories that are consistent and sincere, even if they seem extraordinary.

Understand that some truths require faith, especially in the context of magic and fantasy.

---



The Role of Faith and Trust in the Story

Trusting Lucy’s Account

The Professor’s attitude suggests that Lucy’s account is credible because she is honest and her story
is consistent. Her innocence and straightforwardness make her a trustworthy narrator, and the
Professor recognizes this.

Questioning Edmund’s Motives

In contrast, the Professor’s advice indicates caution regarding Edmund’s story. His secretiveness
and attempts to conceal his visit to Narnia cast doubt on his reliability. The Professor hints that
Edmund’s story may be colored by jealousy, mischief, or selfish motives.

The Final Judgment

Ultimately, the Professor’s guidance encourages the children to weigh honesty, consistency, and
motives carefully. He does not dismiss Edmund’s story outright but advises prudence and
patience—letting the evidence and their own judgment guide their belief.

---

Lessons from the Professor’s Advice for Readers

The Importance of Critical Thinking

The Professor’s advice underscores the necessity of critical thinking—listening, observing,
questioning motives, and trusting one’s own judgment. It teaches that belief should be based on
sincerity and evidence rather than mere words alone.

The Value of Innocence and Truthfulness

The emphasis on Lucy’s honesty highlights the virtue of innocence and sincerity. The story suggests
that truthfulness is a valuable trait that can guide us through confusing or uncertain situations.



Balancing Faith and Skepticism

The advice demonstrates that faith in others should be balanced with healthy skepticism. Not every
story is trustworthy, but openness to truth is essential, especially when sincerity is apparent.

Applying the Lessons Today

Modern readers can adapt the Professor’s advice to various contexts—trusting genuine individuals,
evaluating motives, and balancing skepticism with openness. Whether in personal relationships,
news consumption, or critical thinking, his guidance remains relevant.

---

Conclusion

The Professor’s advice to the children about whether to believe Lucy or Edmund encapsulates
timeless wisdom about honesty, discernment, and trust. He recognizes Lucy’s sincerity and urges
the children to believe her, while cautioning them to scrutinize Edmund’s motives and stories
carefully. His guidance emphasizes that truth often requires careful listening, observation, and faith
in one’s own judgment. The lesson is clear: trustfulness should be tempered with prudence, and
sincerity should be valued above deceit. By following the Professor’s advice, the children—and
readers—learn that wisdom lies in balancing trust with discernment, a lesson that resonates far
beyond the magical world of Narnia.

Frequently Asked Questions

What main advice did the Professor give to the children
regarding whether to believe Lucy or Edmund?
The Professor advised the children to trust Lucy's account over Edmund's, suggesting that Lucy's
story was more truthful since she had no reason to lie and was sincere in her beliefs.

How did the Professor suggest the children should approach
their doubts about Lucy and Edmund's stories?
He told them to rely on their instincts and consider who seemed more honest and trustworthy,
implying that their intuition should guide their decision about believing Lucy or Edmund.

Did the Professor recommend believing Lucy's story about



Narnia without question?
He encouraged the children to believe Lucy's story but also to remain open-minded and observe for
themselves, emphasizing the importance of personal judgment.

What did the Professor say about Edmund's account compared
to Lucy's?
The Professor was cautious and advised the children to be skeptical of Edmund's story, hinting that
he might not be as reliable or truthful as Lucy.

Was the Professor's advice about believing Lucy or Edmund
influenced by any specific reason?
Yes, he believed Lucy's innocence and sincerity made her more trustworthy, whereas Edmund's
behavior and possible motives made him more suspect.

How does the Professor's advice reflect on the importance of
honesty and trust in the story?
It highlights that honesty and sincerity are vital in determining whom to believe, and trusting
genuine accounts is crucial in understanding the truth in uncertain situations.

Additional Resources
The Professor’s Guidance to the Children: Deciding Whether to Believe Lucy or Edmund

In C.S. Lewis’s beloved novel The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, one of the most pivotal
moments revolves around the children’s dilemma: should they believe Lucy’s account of Narnia, or
trust Edmund’s conflicting story? Central to this moral and narrative tension is the wisdom
dispensed by the Professor, a character who acts as a moral anchor and voice of reason. His advice
offers profound insights into trust, perception, and discernment—advice that resonates well beyond
the fictional world of Narnia and into real-life decision-making.

This article aims to dissect the Professor’s guidance on whether the children should believe Lucy or
Edmund, examining the depth of his counsel, its implications, and how it functions as a moral
compass.

---

The Context of the Professor’s Advice

Before delving into what the Professor specifically advises, it’s essential to understand the
circumstances surrounding his guidance.



The Setting of the Dilemma

After Lucy’s first visit to Narnia, she shares her extraordinary story about meeting Mr. Tumnus and
discovering the land inside the wardrobe. Her siblings, Lucy’s brother Edmund especially, are
skeptical—Edmund dismisses her story and begins to act suspiciously. Later, when Lucy’s account is
confirmed by other evidence, the children face a new challenge: who should they believe? Lucy
insists her story is true, while Edmund denies everything and even manipulates the others to his
advantage.

The Significance of the Conflict

This disagreement is not just about a fantastical land; it’s about trust, honesty, and the importance
of listening to one’s senses and moral intuition. The Professor’s role is crucial because he provides a
perspective that helps the children navigate this complex web of truth and deception.

---

The Professor’s Advice: A Close Examination

The Professor offers a nuanced and insightful piece of guidance that extends beyond a simple
endorsement of Lucy’s story or condemnation of Edmund’s. His advice emphasizes the importance of
evidence, character, and the moral integrity of the stories.

His Initial Observation: Trusting the Children's Words

At first, the Professor seems to encourage the children to reflect critically on their own experiences
and perceptions:

> “Don’t you see that it’s quite a different thing to say you believe in Narnia and to say you believe
Lucy?”

This distinction underscores that belief should be rooted in evidence and consistency rather than
mere credulity. The Professor recognizes that Lucy’s story is extraordinary, but he also suggests that
it warrants serious consideration due to her sincerity.

His Emphasis on Character and Evidence

The Professor is not swayed solely by Lucy’s enthusiasm or her insistence. Instead, he points to her
character—her honesty and straightforwardness—as reasons to give her story weight. Conversely,
he observes Edmund’s behavior—his secrecy, lies, and manipulative tendencies—as red flags.

Key points from the Professor’s advice include:



- Look at the Character of the Children: Honest and sincere children like Lucy are more trustworthy.
- Examine the Evidence: Does Lucy’s story fit with what is known? Are there signs that corroborate
her account?
- Beware of Deception: Edmund’s actions—lying about his intentions, hiding information—serve as
warning signs against trusting him blindly.

The Significance of Trusting Innocence and Experience

The Professor hints at an important philosophical idea: that innocence and sincerity often carry more
weight than cunning or deceit, especially in situations where extraordinary claims are made.

> “Children can’t always tell what’s true or false, but they can usually tell who’s honest.”

This statement underscores that moral judgment is often rooted in character and consistency rather
than just facts.

---

Implications of the Professor’s Advice

The Professor’s guidance is not merely about solving a fictional dilemma; it offers a profound lesson
on moral discernment and trust.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

By emphasizing evidence and character, the Professor encourages the children (and readers) to
think critically. He advocates for:

- Not accepting claims at face value, regardless of how convincing they seem.
- Observing actions and motives carefully.
- Recognizing that truth often manifests through consistent behavior over time.

Recognizing the Value of Innocence

The Professor’s trust in Lucy’s innocence highlights an important moral principle: that honesty and
sincerity are vital virtues. His advice suggests that children’s straightforwardness should be valued
and that adults should consider these qualities seriously when judging truth.

Understanding Deception and Manipulation

On the other hand, the Professor’s suspicion of Edmund’s behavior underscores the importance of



vigilance. His advice warns against gullibility and stresses that deception often reveals itself through
inconsistent or self-serving actions.

---

Lessons Derived from the Professor’s Guidance

The Professor’s advice offers valuable lessons for real-life decision-making and moral judgment.

Trust but Verify

The balance between trusting someone’s words and verifying their honesty is central. The
Professor’s counsel advocates for a healthy skepticism combined with an openness to sincerity.

Prioritize Character and Integrity

When faced with conflicting accounts, assess the character of those involved. Honest, kind, and
consistent behavior is often a better indicator of truth than mere words.

Be Open to the Unbelievable

The Professor’s attitude encourages openness to extraordinary possibilities, provided they are
supported by honest character and evidence. This approach fosters curiosity without naivety.

Recognize the Role of Morality in Trust

Beyond facts, moral virtues such as honesty, loyalty, and humility play a significant role in
evaluating truthfulness.

---

Conclusion: The Professor’s Enduring Wisdom

The advice given by the Professor about whether to believe Lucy or Edmund embodies timeless
principles of moral discernment. His emphasis on character, evidence, and moral integrity
underscores that truth is often rooted in sincerity and consistent behavior, especially in situations
where appearances can deceive.

In essence, the Professor advocates a balanced approach—believing in the possibility of the



extraordinary while remaining cautious of deception. His guidance encourages us to listen carefully,
observe diligently, and trust in the virtues of honesty and innocence. These lessons remain relevant
today, reminding us that truth often reveals itself through the moral qualities of those who tell it.

Whether navigating childhood doubts or adult skepticism, the Professor’s advice serves as a valuable
compass—a timeless reminder to seek truth with both an open mind and a vigilant heart.
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