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The political landscape of the United States underwent a significant transformation after the tumultuous
Election of 1824. Supporters of Andrew Jackson, who was a prominent figure in American politics at the
time, came together to form a new political party that would challenge the existing powers and advocate
for the interests of their candidate and broader democratic ideals. This movement ultimately led to the
creation of the Democratic Party, which would play a central role in American politics for decades to come.
Understanding how this party emerged, its foundational principles, and its impact on the nation provides
crucial insights into the evolution of American political parties and the legacy of Andrew Jackson's
influence.

---

Background: The Election of 1824 and Its Aftermath

The Controversy of the 1824 Election
The Election of 1824 was a pivotal event in U.S. history, often referred to as the "Corrupt Bargain." It was
marked by a four-way race among:

- Andrew Jackson
- John Quincy Adams
- William H. Crawford
- Henry Clay

Jackson emerged as the popular and electoral vote leader but did not secure a majority in the Electoral
College. The decision was ultimately made by the House of Representatives, which chose John Quincy
Adams as president. Jackson's supporters believed the election was marred by political manipulation and
corruption, fueling resentment and a desire for a new political direction.

The Rise of Jacksonian Supporters
Following the election, Andrew Jackson's supporters were motivated by a desire to promote greater
democratic participation, oppose elitist policies, and advocate for the common man. They believed that the
existing political system favored a privileged few, and they sought to establish a political organization that



represented the interests of ordinary Americans.

This movement laid the groundwork for a new political party that would challenge the established
Federalists and National Republicans, who had dominated politics in the previous decades.

---

The Formation of the Democratic Party

Origins and Key Figures
The supporters of Andrew Jackson began organizing into a cohesive political faction in the late 1820s. Some
of the key figures involved in this movement included:

- Andrew Jackson himself, who became the symbolic leader
- Martin Van Buren, who played a crucial role in organizing Jackson's supporters
- William H. Crawford and other political allies

These individuals recognized the need to create a structured political party that could mobilize voters and
support Jackson's vision for the nation.

The Name and Ideology
The new party was initially called the Jacksonian Democrats or simply the Democratic-Republicans, but
over time, it evolved into the Democratic Party. The party’s core principles included:

- Advocacy for the "common man"
- Opposition to aristocratic and elitist institutions
- Support for states' rights and limited federal government
- Emphasis on westward expansion
- Promoting individual liberties and economic opportunity

The Democratic Party aimed to appeal to a broad electorate, especially farmers, laborers, and frontier
settlers, differentiating itself from the more elitist and centralized policies of its opponents.

Key Events Leading to Party Formation
Several events marked the formalization of the Democratic Party:



1. 1828 Election Campaign: Jackson’s campaign for president galvanized supporters across the country,
emphasizing populist themes.
2. Formation of Democratic Clubs and Organizations: Local and state-level groups supported Jackson and
helped organize campaign efforts.
3. Conventions and Platforms: The Democratic Party held conventions to endorse candidates and outline
policies, solidifying its organizational structure.

---

Impact and Legacy of the Democratic Party

Jacksonian Democracy
The Democratic Party championed a political philosophy known as Jacksonian Democracy, which
emphasized:

- Greater participation of ordinary citizens in politics
- Spoils system and political patronage
- Expansion of suffrage to all white men
- Opposition to monopolistic economic practices

Jackson's presidency (1829-1837) reflected these ideals, setting a precedent for a more inclusive and populist
approach to governance.

Influence on American Politics
The Democratic Party's emergence marked the beginning of the Second Party System in the United States,
characterized by the rivalry between Democrats and the Whigs. This rivalry shaped American political
discourse and electoral strategies for decades.

Some key impacts include:

- Strengthening of party organizations
- Development of national campaign strategies
- Increased voter participation
- Shaping policies around westward expansion, banking, and tariffs



Long-Term Significance
The Democratic Party has remained one of the two major political parties in the United States. Its
foundations rooted in Jacksonian principles continue to influence American politics, especially regarding
populist rhetoric, states' rights, and social policies.

---

Conclusion: The Democratic Party’s Origin and Its Role in
American History
The formation of the Democratic Party by supporters of Andrew Jackson following the Election of 1824
was a defining moment in U.S. political history. It represented a shift toward a more inclusive political
system that prioritized the voice of the common man. Led by figures like Martin Van Buren and Jackson
himself, the party fostered a new political era characterized by increased democratic participation and
populist ideals.

Today, the Democratic Party remains a major force in American politics, carrying forward many of the
principles that emerged during Jackson’s era. Its origins in the tumultuous aftermath of the 1824 election
highlight how political movements can evolve in response to national crises and changing societal values,
shaping the course of the nation for generations.

---

Key Points Summary:
- The party formed by Andrew Jackson's supporters is the Democratic Party.
- Emerged in the late 1820s, gaining momentum around Jackson’s 1828 presidential campaign.
- Focused on populist principles, states' rights, and expanding democratic participation.
- Played a central role in shaping the Second Party System and American political culture.
- Continues to influence U.S. politics today.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What political party was formed by supporters of Andrew Jackson after
the Election of 1824?
The Democratic Party was formed by supporters of Andrew Jackson following the Election of 1824.

Why did Andrew Jackson's supporters establish the Democratic Party
after 1824?
They established the Democratic Party to promote Jackson's populist ideals and to oppose the existing
political establishment, leading to a more organized political movement.

How did the formation of the Democratic Party influence American
politics?
It marked the beginning of the Second Party System, creating a more structured two-party competition
between Democrats and Whigs, and shaping modern political campaigning.

Who were the main rivals to Jackson's Democratic Party in the 1820s and
1830s?
The main rivals were the National Republicans, who later evolved into the Whig Party, opposing
Jackson's Democratic policies.

What were the core principles of the Democratic Party founded by
Jackson supporters?
The party emphasized states' rights, limited government, expanded suffrage for white men, and support
for the common man.

Did the Democratic Party founded by Jackson supporters succeed in
shaping U.S. politics?
Yes, it became one of the two dominant political parties in the U.S., influencing policy and political
discourse for decades.



Additional Resources
The Formation of the Democratic Party: Supporters of Andrew Jackson After the Election of 1824

The political landscape of early 19th-century America was marked by rapid change, intense factionalism,
and the evolution of political parties that would shape the nation’s future. Among the most pivotal
developments was the rise of the Democratic Party, which emerged directly from the support base of
Andrew Jackson following the tumultuous Election of 1824. This piece explores the origins, development,
and significance of this party, offering a comprehensive understanding of its roots in Jacksonian support and
its role in American politics.

---

Background: The Political Context Leading Up to 1824

The Era of Good Feelings and the Decline of Federalism
- Post-War of 1812, the United States experienced a period often called the “Era of Good Feelings,”
characterized by a sense of national unity and the dominance of the Democratic-Republican Party.
- The Federalist Party had largely faded from the political scene, leaving the Democratic-Republicans as
the primary political force.
- Despite this apparent unity, underlying sectional, economic, and ideological differences persisted.

Emergence of Factions Within the Democratic-Republicans
- The one-party dominance masked internal divisions.
- Key factions included:
- The National Republicans, who favored a strong central government and internal improvements.
- The Democratic-Republicans supporting states’ rights and limited federal government.
- These divisions laid the groundwork for future political realignments.

The Election of 1824: A Crowded Field
- The election was unique, featuring four major candidates:
1. Andrew Jackson (Tennessee), war hero and populist favorite.
2. John Quincy Adams (Massachusetts), former Secretary of State.
3. William H. Crawford (Georgia), Secretary of the Treasury.
4. Henry Clay (Kentucky), Speaker of the House.
- No candidate secured a majority in the Electoral College, leading the House of Representatives to decide



the outcome.

The Controversy of the Election of 1824

The Corrupt Bargain
- The House of Representatives elected John Quincy Adams as president, despite Jackson having won the
popular vote and a plurality of electoral votes.
- Jackson’s supporters accused Adams and Clay of a “corrupt bargain,” alleging that Clay influenced the
House vote in exchange for being appointed Secretary of State.
- This controversy intensified partisan divisions and galvanized Jackson’s supporters.

The Rise of Jacksonian Support
- Jackson’s campaign capitalized on his image as a “man of the people” and a war hero.
- Despite losing, Jackson’s supporters remained highly motivated and organized.
- Jackson’s supporters viewed the election outcome as illegitimate, fueling demands for a new political
alignment.

The Birth of the Democratic Party

Origins and Formation
- After the 1824 election, Jackson’s supporters began to organize more formally to promote his political
ideals and prepare for future campaigns.
- This movement coalesced into what became known as the Democratic Party, often called the “Jacksonian
Democrats” to distinguish it from other factions.
- The party’s formation was largely a reaction against what Jackson supporters saw as the elitism and
corruption of the Adams-Clay alliance.

Key Principles and Ideology
- States’ Rights: Emphasizing limited federal government intervention.
- Popular Sovereignty: Advocating for the rights of the common man.
- Economic Opposition to the Bank: Criticizing the Second Bank of the United States as a tool of elite
privilege.
- Territorial Expansion: Supporting westward expansion and manifest destiny.



- Opposition to Aristocracy: Challenging elite control of politics and economics.

Organizational Development
- The Democratic Party became a vehicle for Jackson’s supporters to unify and mobilize voters.
- It established state and local organizations, party conventions, and campaign strategies.
- The party adopted symbols and slogans to appeal to the masses, emphasizing Jackson’s image as an
everyday man.

Transition from Supporters to a Formal Political Party

The Role of Key Figures
- Martin Van Buren: An influential organizer and strategist who played a significant role in consolidating
Jackson’s supporters into a cohesive party.
- Henry Clay and John Quincy Adams: Their opposition helped define the party’s ideological boundaries
and opposition.

The Democratic-Republicans Disintegrate
- By the late 1820s, the Democratic-Republican Party had split into factions:
- The emerging Democratic Party, led by Jackson supporters.
- The National Republican Party, which supported Adams and Clay.
- The division became formalized with the 1828 presidential election.

The Election of 1828: A Defining Moment
- Jackson’s victory marked the rise of the Democratic Party as the dominant political force.
- The campaign was highly personal, characterized by mudslinging and intense mobilization of the
electorate.
- Jackson’s supporters celebrated him as the representative of the “common man,” reinforcing the party’s
populist ethos.

Impact and Legacy of the Democratic Party



Political Innovations and Policies
- The Democratic Party championed:
- Spoils system: rewarding loyal supporters with government positions.
- Opposition to monopolies and special privileges.
- Support for westward expansion and the removal of Native Americans (e.g., Indian Removal Act of 1830).
- A limited federal government role in economic affairs, favoring states’ rights.

Endurance and Evolution
- The Democratic Party remained a major force throughout the 19th and 20th centuries.
- It adapted to changing social, economic, and political landscapes, including the New Deal era and beyond.
- Jackson’s support base laid the foundation for modern Democratic electoral strategies and party identity.

Historical Significance
- The Democratic Party’s formation marked a shift from elite-driven politics to mass-based political
participation.
- It established the model for modern political parties in the United States, emphasizing organization,
popular appeal, and ideological clarity.
- Jackson’s legacy, embodied by the Democratic Party, continues to influence American political culture.

---

Conclusion

The Democratic Party’s origins are inseparably linked to Andrew Jackson’s supporters following the
Election of 1824. From a loose coalition of populist advocates emerged a structured political organization
committed to principles of democracy, federalism, and expansionism. Jackson’s appeal to the “common man”
and his challenge to entrenched elites catalyzed the transformation of American politics, shifting power
toward broader participation and emphasizing the importance of party organization. Over the decades, the
Democratic Party would evolve but remain rooted in the populist, states’ rights, and expansionist ideals
championed by Jackson’s supporters. Its formation not only reshaped the political landscape of the early
19th century but also established enduring patterns of American political life.

---

In summary, the political party formed by supporters of Andrew Jackson following the Election of 1824 is
the Democratic Party. Its emergence signified a fundamental shift in American political dynamics,
emphasizing mass participation, populist ideals, and opposition to elite dominance—principles that continue



to influence the party and American politics today.
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