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WHAT ProvisioN OF THe ConsTITUTION SoLVED A ProsLEM CREATED BY THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

THE TRANSITION FROM THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION WAS A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN
AMERICAN HISTORY. THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, RATIFIED IN 1781 , SERVED AS THE FIRST CONSTITUTIONAL
FRAMEWORK FOR THE NEWLY INDEPENDENT STATES. HO\X/EVER, IT SOON BECAME EVIDENT THAT THIS SYSTEM HAD SIGNIFICANT
FLAWS, PARTICULARLY IN AREAS SUCH AS FEDERAL AUTHORITY, ECONOMIC STABILITY, AND NATIONAL DEFENSE. ONE OF THE
MOST CONSEQUENTIAL PROVISIONS INTRODUCED BY THE CONSTITUTION WAS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A STRONG FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT WITH THE POWER TO TAX, REGULATE COMMERCE, AND ENFORCE LAWS. THESE PROVISIONS DIRECTLY ADDRESSED
THE WEAKNESSES INHERENT IN THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, TRANSFORMING THE UNITED STATES INTO A MORE UNIFIED AND
FUNCTIONAL NATION. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES WHICH SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION SOLVED THE PROBLEMS
CREATED BY THE ARTICLES, FOCUSING ON THE KEY MECHANISMS THAT RESTORED FEDERAL AUTHORITY AND ENSURED STABILITY.

THE LIMITATIONS OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

BEFORE DELVING INTO THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS THAT RECTIFIED THESE ISSUES, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE
CORE LIMITATIONS OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION:

- WEeAK FEDERAL AUTHORITY: THE ARTICLES ESTABLISHED A LOOSE ALLIANCE OF SOVEREIGN STATES WITH A WEAK CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT, WHICH LACKED THE POWER TO ENFORCE LAWS OR REGULATE INTERSTATE AND INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE.

- No Power To TAX: THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT COULD NOT IMPOSE TAXES, IT RELIED SOLELY ON VOLUNTARY
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM STATES, LEADING TO SEVERE FINANCIAL SHORTAGES.

- INABILITY TO REGULATE COMMERCE: THERE WAS NO FEDERAL AUTHORITY TO REGULATE TRADE BETWEEN STATES OR WITH
FOREIGN NATIONS, RESULTING IN ECONOMIC DISPUTES AND INSTABILITY.

- No ExecuTIVE ORJUDICIAL BRANCHES: THE ABSENCE OF AN EXECUTIVE BRANCH MEANT THERE WAS NO CENTRAL LEADERSHIP
TO ENFORCE LAWS, AND THE LACK OF A NATIONAL JUDICIARY HINDERED THE RESOLUTION OF DISPUTES.

- DIFFICULTY IN AMENDING THE ARTICLES: CHANGES REQUIRED UNANIMOUS CONSENT, MAKING AMENDMENTS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE.
- FINANCIAL INSTABILITY: THE GOVERNMENT’S INABILITY TO GENERATE REVENUE OR MANAGE DEBTS LED TO ECONOMIC CHAOQCS,
INCLUDING INFLATION AND DEBT CRISES.

THESE DEFICIENCIES UNDERSCORED THE NEED FOR A MORE ROBUST CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK, LEADING TO THE DRAFTING OF
THE U.S. CoNSTITUTION IN 1787.

Key ProVisiONs oF THE CONSTITUTION THAT ADDRESSED THE PROBLEMS

THeE CONSTITUTION INTRODUCED SEVERAL CRITICAL PROVISIONS THAT FUNDAMENTALLY TRANSFORMED THE AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT, RESOLVING THE ISSUES POSED BY THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OF THESE ARE THE
POWERS GRANTED TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, NOTABLY THROUGH THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE, THE POWER TO TAX AND
ReGULATE COMMERCE, AND THE CREATION OF SEPARATE EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES.



THE Power To TAX AND REGULATE COMMERCE

ONE OF THE MOST CRUCIAL PROVISIONS THAT ADDRESSED THE FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS WAS GRANTING CONGRESS
THE AUTHORITY TO LAY AND COLLECT TAXES AND REGULATE INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE.

- ARTICLE |, SECTION 8: THIS SECTION EXPLICITLY ENUMERATES THE POWERS OF CONGRESS, INCLUDING:

- THE POWER “ToO LAY AND COLLECT TAXES, DUTIES, IMPOSTS, AND EXCISES.”

- THE POWER “To REGULATE COMMERCE WITH FOREIGN NATIONS, AND AMONG THE SEVERAL STATES, AND WITH THE INDIAN
TRIBES.”

WHY WAS THIS SIGNIFICANT?

UNDER THE ARTICLES, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT COULD NOT IMPOSE TAXES, LEADING TO FINANCIAL INSTABILITY AND AN
INABILITY TO FUND NATIONAL NEEDS. BY GRANTING CONGRESS THE POWER TO TAX, THE CONSTITUTION PROVIDED A RELIABLE
SOURCE OF REVENUE, ENABLING THE GOVERNMENT TO PAY DEBTS, FUND DEFENSE, AND SUPPORT OTHER NATIONAL PRIORITIES.

SIMILARLY, REGULATING COMMERCE WAS VITAL FOR ECONOMIC STABILITY. THE ARTICLES ALLOWED STATES TO IMPOSE
TARIFFS AND TRADE BARRIERS AGAINST EACH OTHER, CREATING ECONOMIC DISCORD. THE FEDERAL REGULATION OF COMMERCE
ENSURED UNIFORMITY , PREVENTED TRADE DISPUTES, AND PROMOTED ECONOMIC GROW TH.

THe SuPreMACY CLAUSE

ARTICLE VI, CLAUSE 2 — KNOWN AS THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE — WAS A PIVOTAL PROVISION THAT ESTABLISHED THE
CONSTITUTION, FEDERAL LAWS, AND TREATIES AS THE SUPREME LAW OF THE LAND.

> “THis CONSTITUTION, AND THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES WHICH SHALL BE MADE IN PURSUANCE THEREOF; AND ALL
TREATIES MADE, OR WHICH SHALL BE MADE, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED STATES, SHALL BE THE SUPREME LAW OF
THE LAND; AND THE JUDGES IN EVERY STATE SHALL BE BOUND THEREBY, ANY THING IN THE CONSTITUTION OR LAWS OF ANY
STATE TO THE CONTRARY NOTWITHSTANDING.”

IMPACT:
- OVERCAME THE PROBLEM OF CONFLICTING STATE LAWS.
- ENSURED FEDERAL AUTHORITY PREVAILED OVER STATE LAWS WHEN THERE WAS A CONFLICT.

- PROVIDED A CLEAR LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR RESOLVING DISPUTES BETWEEN STATES AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

THIS PROVISION WAS CRITICAL IN UNIFYING LEGAL AUTHORITY ACROSS THE NATION AND PREVENTING INDIVIDUAL STATES FROM
UNDERMINING FEDERAL LAWS.

THe CREATION OF AN EXECUTIVE BRANCH

UNDER THE ARTICLES, THERE WAS NO CENTRALIZED EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY. THE CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHED THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES AS THE HEAD OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, RESPONSIBLE FOR ENFORCING FEDERAL LAWS.

KEY FEATURES INCLUDE:

- ARTICLE |l: DEFINES THE POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PRESIDENT, INCLUDING:
- ENFORCING FEDERAL LAWS.

- CONDUCTING FOREIGN POLICY.

- SERVING AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES.



- APPOINTING FEDERAL OFFICIALS AND JUDGES (WITH SENATE APPROVAL).
WHY WAS THIS IMPORTANT?

HAVING A CENTRALIZED EXECUTIVE ADDRESSED THE PROBLEM OF WEAK LEADERSHIP AND THE INABILITY TO ENFORCE LAWS
EFFECTIVELY. THE PRESIDENT PROVIDED THE NECESSARY AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT NATIONAL POLICIES AND RESPOND SWIFTLY
TO CRISES.

THe ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL JUDICIAL SYSTEM

THe CONSTITUTION CREATED THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY, INCLUDING THE SUPREME COURT AND LOWER FEDERAL COURTS, VIA
ARTICLE III.

SIGNIFICANCE:

- PROVIDED A NATIONAL FORUM FOR RESOLVING DISPUTES UNDER FEDERAL LAW.
- ENSURED CONSISTENT INTERPRETATION OF LAWS ACROSS STATES.
- HELPED ENFORCE FEDERAL LAWS AND SETTLE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.

THIS WAS ESSENTIAL FOR MAINTAINING THE RULE OF LAW AND RESOLVING CONFLICTS THAT THE ARTICLES’ LACK OF A JUDICIAL
SYSTEM COULD NOT ADDRESS.

ADDITIONAL CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS SOLVING ARTICLES® PROBLEMS

BEYOND THE CORE PROVISIONS DISCUSSED ABOVE, SEVERAL OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION CONTRIBUTED TO
STRENGTHENING THE FEDERAL FRAMEW ORK:

- BicaMerAL LeGisLATURE (ConGResS): CREATED IN ARTICLE |, CONSISTING OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
BALANCING THE INTERESTS OF LARGE AND SMALL STATES.

- AMENDMENT PROCESS (ARTICLE V): ALLOWED FOR THE CONSTITUTION TO BE AMENDED, PROVIDING FLEXIBILITY FOR FUTURE
GOVERNANCE.

- CHECKS AND BALANCES: THE SEPARATION OF POWERS AMONG THE LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES
PREVENTED ANY ONE BRANCH FROM BECOMING TOO POWERFUL, ADDRESSING CONCERNS ABOUT TYRANNY AND OVERREACH.

1

ConNcrLusioN; THE CONSTITUTIONAL SOLUTION TO ARTICLES’ \WEAKNESSES

THE PROVISIONS INTRODUCED BY THE U.S. CONSTITUTION FUNDAMENTALLY TRANSFORMED THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT BY
ESTABLISHING A STRONG FEDERAL SYSTEM WITH CLEAR AUTHORITY TO TAX, REGULATE COMMERCE, ENFORCE LAWS, AND
RESOLVE DISPUTES. AMONG THESE, THE POWER TO TAX AND REGULATE COMMERCE (ARTICLE |, SECTION 8), THE SUPREMACY
Crause (ARTICLE V), AND THE CREATION OF THE EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES WERE PARTICULARLY VITAL IN SOLVING
THE PROBLEMS CREATED BY THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION. THESE CHANGES FOSTERED ECONOMIC STABILITY, NATIONAL
UNITY, AND EFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE, LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR THE UNITED STATES’ GROWTH INTO A POWERFUL AND
COHESIVE NATION.

THE CONSTITUTION’S INNOVATIVE FRAMEWORK ADDRESSED THE CRITICAL WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES, ENSURING THAT THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAD THE NECESSARY AUTHORITY TO GOVERN EFFECTIVELY WHILE MAINTAINING A SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND



BALANCES TO PROTECT INDIVIDUAL AND STATE RIGHTS. THIS BALANCE HAS BEEN KEY TO THE ENDURING STRENGTH AND
STABILITY OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.
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FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

W HICH PROVISION IN THE U.S. CONSTITUTION ADDRESSED THE WEAKNESSES OF THE
ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A STRONGER FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING THE POWER TO TAX AND
REGULATE COMMERCE, ADDRESSED THE WEAKNESSES OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION.

How pib THE CONSTITUTION RESOLVE THE ISSUE OF LACK OF A CENTRAL AUTHORITY
UNDER THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

THeE CONSTITUTION CREATED A FEDERAL SYSTEM WITH A STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING AN EXECUTIVE BRANCH LED
BY THE PRESIDENT, TO PROVIDE UNIFIED LEADERSHIP AND AUTHORITY.

\WHAT CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION WAS INTRODUCED TO ADDRESS THE FINANCIAL
PROBLEMS CAUSED BY THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

THeE CONSTITUTION GRANTED CONGRESS THE POWER TO LEVY TAXES AND COLLECT REVENUE, SOLVING THE FINANCIAL
DISARRAY UNDER THE ARTICLES.

\WHICH PART OF THE CONSTITUTION SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSED THE PROBLEM OF
INTERSTATE TRADE CONFLICTS THAT AROSE UNDER THE ARTICLES?

THe CoMMERCE CLAUSE IN ARTICLE |, SECTION 8, EMPOWERED CONGRESS TO REGULATE INTERSTATE AND INTERNATIONAL
TRADE, RESOLVING DISPUTES THAT EXISTED UNDER THE ARTICLES.

How pib THE CONSTITUTION FIX THE PROBLEM OF AMENDMENTS BEING DIFFICULT UNDER
THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

THE CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHED A MORE FLEXIBLE AMENDMENT PROCESS IN ARTICLE V, MAKING IT EASIER TO UPDATE AND
ADAPT THE GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE COMPARED TO THE UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUIRED UNDER THE ARTICLES.



\WHAT CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION SOLVED THE PROBLEM OF LACK OF A NATIONAL
JUDICIARY THAT WAS PRESENT UNDER THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION?

THE CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHED A FEDERAL JUDICIARY, INCLUDING THE SUPREME COURT, TO INTERPRET LAWS AND RESOLVE
DISPUTES, WHICH WAS ABSENT UNDER THE ARTICLES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

CONSTITUTIONAL PrOVISION ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS CREATED BY THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

THE TRANSITION FROM THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION MARKED A PIVOTAL
EVOLUTION IN AMERICAN GOVERNANCE. AMONG THE NUMEROUS ISSUES THAT PLAGUED THE ARTICLES, ONE OF THE MOST
SIGNIFICANT WAS THE LACK OF A STRONG CENTRAL AUTHORITY CAPABLE OF EFFECTIVELY MANAGING THE NATION'S NEEDS. THE
SUPREMACY CLAUSE, ENSHRINED IN ARTICLE V| OF THE CONSTITUTION/ STANDS OUT AS THE KEY PROVISION THAT DIRECTLY
RESOLVED THIS CRITICAL PROBLEM. THIS CLAUSE ESTABLISHED THE CONSTITUTION—AND THE LAWS AND TREATIES MADE UNDER
IT—AS THE SUPREME LAW OF THE LAND, THEREBY ADDRESSING THE WEAKNESSES INHERENT IN THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION.

UNDERSTANDING THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION: THE FOUNDATION’S
FLAWS

BEFORE DELVING INTO HOW THE CONSTITUTION’S PROVISIONS SOLVED SPECIFIC PROBLEMS, IT’S ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE
LIMITATIONS OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION:

- Weak CENTRAL GOVERNMENT: THE ARTICLES CREATED A UNICAMERAL CONGRESS WITH LIMITED POWERS, CHIEFLY TO
COORDINATE AMONG STATES RATHER THAN GOVERN COLLECTIVELY.

- LACK oF EXECUTIVE ANDJUDICIAL BRANCHES: NO SEPARATE EXECUTIVE OR NATIONAL JUDICIARY EXISTED, MAKING
ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS DIFFICULT.

- No Power To TAx: CONGRESS COULD REQUEST FUNDS BUT LACKED THE AUTHORITY TO IMPOSE TAXES, LEADING TO
CHRONIC FINANCIAL SHORTAGES.

- No Power To REGULATE COMMERCE: STATES ACTED INDEPENDENTLY REGARDING TRADE, RESULTING IN ECONOMIC DISCORD
AND TARIFFS.

- AMENDMENT DIFFICULTIES: CHANGES REQUIRED UNANIMOUS CONSENT, MAKING REFORM NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE.

- INABILITY TO ENFORCE LAWS: W ITHOUT ENFORCEMENT POWERS, CONGRESS STRUGGLED TO IMPLEMENT POLICIES OR UPHOLD
LAWS.

THESE WEAKNESSES CREATED SIGNIFICANT PROBLEMS, INCLUDING ECONOMIC INSTABILITY, INTERNAL CONFLICTS, AND AN
INABILITY TO RESPOND EFFECTIVELY TO CRISES SUCH AS SHAYS’ REBELLION.

THE Core ProBLEM CREATED BY THE ARTICLES oF CONFEDERATION

THE PRIMARY ISSUE STEMMING FROM THE ARTICLES WAS THE INEFFECTIVENESS OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT IN MAINTAINING
ORDER, REGULATING COMMERCE, AND ENSURING THE RULE OF LAW. THIS MANIFESTED IN:

- EconoMic DisARRAY: STATES IMPOSED TARIFFS ON EACH OTHER, LEADING TO TRADE BARRIERS AND ECONOMIC
FRAGMENTATION.

- INTERNAL UPRISINGS: THE INABILITY TO SUPPRESS REVOLTS LIKE SHAYS® REBELLION HIGHLIGHTED THE WEAKNESSES IN
MAINTAINING DOMESTIC ORDER.

- INTERNATIONAL WEAKNESS: FOREIGN POWERS LACKED CONFIDENCE IN THE US’S STABILITY, COMPLICATING DIPLOMATIC



RELATIONS.
- LACk oF COHERENT NATIONAL PoLicy: WITHOUT A STRONG CENTRAL AUTHORITY, THE US LACKED A UNIFIED STANCE ON
ISSUES LIKE INTERSTATE COMMERCE AND FOREIGN DIPLOMACY.

THIS CONFLUENCE OF ISSUES UNDERSCORED THE NEED FOR A FUNDAMENTAL RESTRUCTURING OF THE GOVERNMENT, WHICH THE
CONSTITUTION AIMED TO ACCOMPLISH.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL SoLUTION: THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE

INTRODUCTION TO THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE

THe SuPREMACY CLAUSE IS ARTICULATED IN ARTICLE VI, CLAUSE 2 of THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION. IT STATES:

> “THis CONSTITUTION, AND THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES WHICH SHALL BE MADE IN PURSUANCE THEREOF; AND ALL
TREATIES MADE, OR WHICH SHALL BE MADE, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE UNITED STATES, SHALL BE THE SUPREME LAW OF
THE LAND; AND THE JUDGES IN EVERY STATE SHALL BE BOUND THEREBY, ANY THING IN THE CONSTITUTION OR LAWS OF ANY
STATE TO THE CONTRARY NOTWITHSTANDING.”

THIS CLAUSE CODIFIES THE HIERARCHICAL AUTHORITY OF FEDERAL LAW OVER STATE LAWS.

How THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE SOLVED THE ARTICLES> PROBLEMS

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE DIRECTLY ADDRESSED THE CENTRAL ISSUE OF INCONSISTENT AND WEAK
NATIONAL AUTHORITY. ITS KEY CONTRIBUTIONS INCLUDE:

- ESTABLISHING FEDERAL SUPREMACY: ENSURED THAT FEDERAL LAWS AND TREATIES TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER CONFLICTING
STATE LAWS, CREATING UNIFORMITY.

- STRENGTHENING NATIONAL AUTHORITY: ALLOWED THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO ENFORCE ITS LAWS DIRECTLY WITHIN
STATES.

- RESOLVING INTER-STATE CONFLICTS: PROVIDED A CLEAR LEGAL FRAMEWORK TO RESOLVE DISPUTES ARISING FROM
CONFLICTING STATE LEGISLATION.

- FACILITATING ECoNoMIC REGULATION: ENABLED CONGRESS TO PASS AND ENFORCE UNIFORM TRADE LAWS, TARIFFS, AND
ECONOMIC POLICIES.

- SUPPORTING ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS AND TREATIES: GAVE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT THE NECESSARY AUTHORITY TO
UPHOLD TREATIES AND NATIONAL POLICIES.

SPECIFIC PROBLEMS ADDRESSED BY THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE

1. OVERCOMING STATE SOVEREIGNTY CONFLICTS

UNDER THE ARTICLES, STATES OPERATED WITH A HIGH DEGREE OF SOVEREIGNTY, OFTEN ACTING INDEPENDENTLY AND SOMETIMES
ANTAGONISTICALLY. THIS LED TO:

- CONFLICTING LAWS: STATES COULD AND DID PASS LAWS THAT CONFLICTED WITH EACH OTHER AND WITH NATIONAL



INTERESTS.
- TRADE BARRIERS: STATES IMPOSED TARIFFS ON EACH OTHER, HAMPERING COMMERCE.
- INCONSISTENT ENFORCEMENT: W/ITHOUT A CLEAR HIERARCHY, FEDERAL LAWS COULD BE IGNORED OR UNDERMINED BY STATES.

SoLuTION: THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE ENSURES THAT WHEN FEDERAL LAW IS ENACTED WITHIN THE SCOPE OF ITS
CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY, IT OVERRIDES STATE LAWS, THEREBY REDUCING CONFLICTS AND PROMOTING NATIONAL
COHESION.

2. ADDRESSING THE LACK OF ENFORCEMENT POWER

THE ARTICLES LACKED THE AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE LAWS, LEADING TO A LACK OF COMPLIANCE AND INABILITY TO MAINTAIN
ORDER. FOR EXAMPLE, CONGRESS COULDN’T COMPEL STATES OR INDIVIDUALS TO FOLLOW ITS DIRECTIVES.

SoLuTION: THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE GRANTS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT THE CONSTITUTIONAL BACKING TO ENFORCE LAWS
UNIFORMLY ACROSS ALL STATES, REINFORCING THE AUTHORITY OF FEDERAL STATUTES AND TREATIES.

3. FACILITATING ECONOMIC STABILITY AND UNIFORMITY

ECONOMIC CHAOS AROSE FROM DISPARATE STATE LAWS GOVERNING TRADE, CURRENCY, AND TARIFFS. WITHOUT A CENTRAL
AUTHORITY, ECONOMIC DISPUTES COULD NOT BE EFFECTIVELY RESOLVED.

SOLUTION: BY ESTABLISHING FEDERAL LAW AS SUPREME, THE CONSTITUTION ALLOWED CONGRESS TO REGULATE INTERSTATE
COMMERCE AND IMPOSE TARIFFS, CREATING A MORE STABLE AND PREDICTABLE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT.

4. STRENGTHENING INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

UNDER THE ARTICLES, TREATIES WERE SUBORDINATE TO STATE LAWS, MAKING THE US APPEAR UNRELIABLE TO FOREIGN
POWERS—UNDERMINING DIPLOMACY AND NEGOTIATIONS.

SoLuUTION: THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE MADE TREATIES AND FEDERAL STATUTES THE HIGHEST AUTHORITY, REINFORCING THE US’s
CREDIBILITY AND ENSURING INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS HELD PRECEDENCE.

ADDITIONAL CONSTITUTIONAL ProOVISIONS COMPLEMENTING THE SUPREMACY
CLAUSE

WHILE THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE IS CENTRAL, OTHER PROVISIONS IN THE CONSTITUTION FURTHER REINFORCED THE RESOLUTION
OF ISSUES INITIATED BY THE ARTICLES:

- NecessarY AND Proper CLAUSE (ARTICLE |, SECTION 8): ENABLED CONGRESS TO PASS LAWS NEEDED TO ENFORCE THE
CONSTITUTION, INCLUDING THOSE ESTABLISHING FEDERAL AUTHORITY.

- FeperAL JupiciAL Power (ARTICLE I11): PROVIDED FEDERAL COURTS WITH THE AUTHORITY TO INTERPRET LAWS, RESOLVE
DISPUTES, AND UPHOLD FEDERAL SUPREMACY.

- PREAMBLE AND FEDERAL STRUCTURE: EMPHASIZED A UNION THAT BALANCED STATE SOVEREIGNTY WITH NATIONAL
AUTHORITY.



IMPACT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE TRANSFORMED THE AMERICAN POLITICAL LANDSCAPE:

- CREATED A STRONGER FEDERAL GOVERNMENT: IT LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR A CENTRALIZED AUTHORITY CAPABLE OF
MANAGING THE NATION’S AFFAIRS.

- ENSURED UNIFORMITY IN LAWS: MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR FEDERAL LAWS TO BE UNIFORMLY APPLIED, ESSENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL STABILITY.

- ProvIDED LEGAL CLARITY: CLARIFIED THE HIERARCHY OF LAWS, REDUCING CONFLICTS AND LEGAL AMBIGUITIES.

- SUPPORTED THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COHESIVE NATION: FOSTERED A SENSE OF UNITY AND SHARED GOVERNANCE, ESSENTIAL
FOR THE NATION’S GROW TH.

HO\X/EVER, IT ALSO RAISED DEBATES ABOUT STATES’ RIGHTS VERSUS FEDERAL AUTHORITY, A TENSION THAT CONTINUES TO
INFLUENCE AMERICAN POLITICAL DISCOURSE.

Concrusion; THe SUPReMACY CLAUSE AS A PILLAR oF MODERN
GOVERNANCE

THE PROVISION OF THE SUPREMACY CLAUSE IN THE U.S. CONSTITUTION WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN SOLVING THE FUNDAMENTAL
PROBLEM CREATED BY THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION—THE INABILITY OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT TO ENFORCE LAWS
EFFECTIVELY ACROSS THE STATES. BY ESTABLISHING FEDERAL LAW, TREATIES, AND THE CONSTITUTION ITSELF AS THE SUPREME
LEGAL AUTHORITY, THIS CLAUSE LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR A UNIFIED, STABLE, AND FUNCTIONAL FEDERAL SYSTEM. IT MARKED
A DECISIVE SHIFT FROM A LOOSE CONFEDERATION OF STATES TO A MORE PERFECT UNION, ENSURING THAT THE UNITED STATES
COULD GOVERN COHERENTLY, RESPOND TO CRISES, REGULATE COMMERCE, AND UPHOLD ITS INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS.

THIS CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION NOT ONLY ADDRESSED THE SPECIFIC CHALLENGES OF THE POST-REVOLUTIONARY W AR
PERIOD BUT ALSO SET A PRECEDENT FOR THE EVOLVING NATURE OF AMERICAN FEDERALISM, CONTINUING TO INFLUENCE THE
BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN STATE AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES TO THIS DAY.
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