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Understanding how authors support their claims is essential for critical reading and
analysis. When authors present their ideas, they often include specific details and evidence
to strengthen their arguments and persuade their audience. Identifying these sentences
helps readers evaluate the validity of the claims and understand the reasoning behind
them. In this article, we will explore how to determine which two sentences from a passage
serve as key details and evidence that support the author's main claim. We will also discuss
strategies for recognizing these sentences and analyze their role within the context of the
passage.

Understanding the Role of Details and Evidence
in Supporting Claims

What Are Details and Evidence?
Details and evidence are specific pieces of information that bolster an author's main
argument. They often include facts, statistics, examples, quotations, or observations that
serve to validate the author's point of view. These components are crucial because they
move the argument from a general statement to a well-supported conclusion.

Why Are Details and Evidence Important?
Including relevant details and evidence:

Enhances credibility by providing proof for claims

Helps persuade the reader through logical reasoning

Clarifies the author's position with concrete information

Engages the reader by illustrating key points with real-world examples



Identifying the Key Sentences That Support the
Author’s Claim

Strategies for Spotting Supporting Sentences
To find the two sentences that serve as critical details and evidence:

Look for sentences that provide specific data or facts. These often include1.
numbers, dates, or concrete examples.

Identify sentences that directly explain or illustrate the main idea. They tend2.
to elaborate on or clarify the author's claim.

Check for quotations or references to credible sources. These sentences lend3.
authority to the argument.

Focus on sentences that are closely connected to the main point. They often4.
follow or precede a statement of the claim.

Analyzing the Passage to Find Supporting Sentences
When analyzing a passage:

Read the main claim carefully.

Identify sentences that contain specific information directly related to the claim.

Distinguish between general statements and detailed evidence.

Determine which sentences serve as proof or justification for the main idea.

Example Analysis: Applying the Strategy

Sample Passage
"Recycling is crucial for reducing waste and conserving natural resources. Studies show
that recycling one aluminum can saves enough energy to power a television for three
hours. Furthermore, cities that have implemented comprehensive recycling programs have
seen a significant decrease in landfill waste, highlighting the environmental benefits of
recycling initiatives."



Identifying the Supporting Sentences
In this example:

The sentence "Studies show that recycling one aluminum can saves enough energy to
power a television for three hours." provides concrete evidence supporting the claim
about the importance of recycling.

The sentence "Furthermore, cities that have implemented comprehensive recycling
programs have seen a significant decrease in landfill waste, highlighting the
environmental benefits of recycling initiatives." offers specific data and examples
demonstrating the positive impact of recycling programs.

Conclusion: Recognizing Evidence to Strengthen
Critical Reading

Knowing which sentences serve as details and evidence is a vital skill for understanding
and analyzing texts. These sentences substantiate the author's claims and lend credibility
to their arguments. By applying strategies such as identifying sentences with specific facts,
data, quotations, or examples, readers can better grasp the strength of the author's
reasoning. Whether for academic purposes or everyday reading, mastering the ability to
pinpoint these supporting sentences enhances comprehension and critical thinking skills.

In summary, the two sentences from a passage that are used as details and evidence to
support the author's claim are typically those that provide concrete proof, illustrate key
points with examples, or cite credible sources. Recognizing these sentences allows readers
to evaluate the strength of the argument and understand how the author constructs
persuasive and well-supported claims.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the two sentences in the passage that serve
as details and evidence supporting the author's claim?
The two sentences are: 'Recent studies show a 30% increase in renewable energy adoption
over the past five years,' and 'This data clearly indicates that renewable energy is
becoming more prevalent, supporting the author's argument that sustainability efforts are
gaining momentum.'

How do the sentences identified function as evidence to
support the author's main claim?
They provide statistical data and specific examples that substantiate the claim that



renewable energy adoption is increasing, thereby reinforcing the author's argument.

Why are these two sentences considered details and
evidence in the passage?
Because they offer concrete data and factual information—such as the 30% increase—that
directly support the author's assertion about the growth of renewable energy.

Can you point out the sentences in the passage that
serve as factual support for the author's position?
Yes, the sentences are: 'Recent studies show a 30% increase in renewable energy adoption
over the past five years,' and 'This data clearly indicates that renewable energy is
becoming more prevalent.'

What role do the two sentences play in strengthening
the author's claim?
They strengthen the claim by providing empirical evidence and concrete examples, making
the argument more credible and persuasive.

Are the sentences identified in the passage examples of
evidence or mere opinions?
They are examples of evidence because they cite specific data and factual information that
support the author's claim.

How can identifying these two sentences help in
understanding the author's argument better?
Identifying these sentences helps clarify the evidence the author uses to back up their
claim, making the argument more transparent and easier to evaluate.

Additional Resources
Details and Evidence: Key Pillars Supporting the Author’s Claims

Understanding how authors construct compelling arguments is crucial for critical reading
and effective analysis. Central to this process are the specific sentences that serve as
details and evidence, underpinning the overarching assertions or claims made within a
passage. In this article, we delve into the importance of these supporting sentences,
identify two exemplary sentences from the passage in question, and explore how they
function to bolster the author's position.

---



The Role of Details and Evidence in Supporting an
Author’s Claim

Before analyzing specific sentences, it’s essential to clarify what constitutes details and
evidence within a text.

Defining Details and Evidence

- Details are descriptive elements, facts, examples, or descriptions that provide depth and
clarity. They help paint a vivid picture for the reader, making the author's ideas more
tangible.

- Evidence refers to factual information, statistical data, expert opinions, or specific
instances used explicitly to support an assertion, thereby lending credibility and
persuasiveness.

Why are they important?

- They validate the author’s claims, making arguments more convincing.
- They add credibility by referencing concrete data or examples.
- They engage the reader with relatable or tangible information.

In any well-structured argument, details and evidence are the backbone that transforms a
mere opinion into a compelling, authoritative claim.

---

Identifying the Two Key Sentences as Details and
Evidence

In the passage under review, two sentences stand out as exemplary pieces of evidence and
detail that support the author's core claim. Let’s examine these sentences closely,
understand their content, and analyze how they function within the argument.

---

Sentence 1: The Statistical Support

“According to recent studies, over 60% of consumers prefer eco-friendly products,
demonstrating a clear shift in purchasing behavior towards sustainability.”

Why is this a crucial piece of evidence?



- Type of Evidence: This is a statistical detail derived from research, providing quantitative
backing to the claim about consumer preferences.

- Function within the argument: It substantiates the author's assertion that sustainability
influences buying choices by presenting concrete data. The figure “over 60%” quantifies
the trend, making it more compelling than a vague statement.

- Impact: The use of a recent, reputable statistic lends authority and immediacy, suggesting
that the trend is current and significant.

How does it support the author's claim?

- It directly substantiates the assertion that consumers are increasingly favoring eco-
friendly options.
- It quantifies the trend, transforming a general statement into a measurable fact.
- It serves as a foundation for further claims about market shifts, product development, or
business strategies aligned with sustainability.

---

Sentence 2: The Expert Testimony

“Leading environmental scientist Dr. Jane Smith notes that ‘the shift toward sustainable
products is driven not only by consumer awareness but also by regulatory pressures,’
emphasizing the multifaceted nature of this trend.”

Why is this sentence effective as evidence?

- Type of Evidence: Expert opinion and analysis, which add authority and credibility.

- Function within the argument: It provides an informed perspective that explains why
consumer behavior is shifting, adding depth to the claim.

- Impact: Citing a respected scientist lends weight to the argument, transforming a simple
observation into an expert-backed insight.

How does it support the author's claim?

- It explains the driving forces behind the statistical trend, enriching the reader's
understanding.
- It adds authority by referencing a credible figure, making the claim more persuasive.
- It broadens the scope of the argument by introducing factors beyond consumer
preference, such as regulatory influences.

---



How These Sentences Function as Supporting
Details and Evidence

Having identified these two sentences, we now analyze their roles in reinforcing the
author's main claim.

Enhancing Credibility

Both sentences serve to validate the author's assertions through different types of
evidence:

- The statistical data provides empirical proof.
- The expert opinion offers specialized authority.

This combination ensures that the claim is not just an opinion but is supported by both
quantitative and qualitative evidence.

Building a Multifaceted Argument

The two sentences work together to create a comprehensive picture:

- The statistical support (Sentence 1) establishes what is happening (the trend in consumer
preferences).
- The expert perspective (Sentence 2) explains why it’s happening (drivers behind the
trend).

Together, they provide a well-rounded foundation for the author's claim, making the
argument more robust and convincing.

Engaging the Reader

By including concrete numbers and credible expert voices, the author engages the reader
with tangible and authoritative information. This approach:

- Makes the argument more relatable and trustworthy.
- Encourages the reader to accept the claim as valid and well-supported.

---

Strategies for Recognizing Effective Evidence in



Texts

Understanding how these sentences function can help readers critically evaluate texts and
discern strong support from weaker evidence. Here are some key strategies:

1. Look for Quantitative Data

- Numbers, percentages, statistics, or concrete figures.
- Example: “over 60% of consumers.”

2. Seek Expert Opinions or Testimony

- Quotes from specialists, authorities, or recognized figures.
- Example: “Leading environmental scientist Dr. Jane Smith notes…”

3. Identify Specific Examples or Cases

- Real-world instances that illustrate the point.
- (Not present in the selected sentences but often valuable.)

4. Assess the Credibility

- Are sources recent and reputable?
- Do they directly support the claim?

5. Connect Evidence to the Main Claim

- Does the sentence explicitly link back to the argument?
- Does it clarify how it supports the claim?

---

Conclusion: The Power of Well-Chosen Sentences

In analyzing the passage, the two sentences we've highlighted exemplify how details and
evidence underpin an author's claims. The statistical statement provides concrete,
measurable proof of a trend, while the expert testimony offers authoritative insight into the
underlying causes. Together, they fortify the argument, making it both credible and
compelling.

Understanding and identifying such sentences enhances critical reading skills, enabling
readers to evaluate the strength of arguments effectively. Whether in academic,
journalistic, or everyday contexts, recognizing how details and evidence support claims is
vital for engaging with texts thoughtfully and confidently.

In essence, these two sentences serve as the foundation of the author's persuasive
strategy—grounding assertions in verifiable data and expert knowledge, and demonstrating
how well-chosen evidence can elevate an argument from opinion to conviction.
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